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FREEBRIDGE  Hundred  and  Half. 


that  grand  national  record  made  by  the 
j Conqueror,  and  called  by  him  Doomfday 
^ Book,  this  hundred  and  half  was  wrote 
Frednebruge,  or  Fredebruge,  and  compre- 
hends what  is  now  called  Freebridge  Lynn  hundred, 
and  Freebridge  Marfhland  half  hundred.  It  is  fup- 
pofed  to  have  taken  its  name  from  the  bridge  crofs 
the  river  Oufe  at  St.  German’s,  which  was  at  that 
time,  according  to  Dugdale,  but  12  perches,  or  igS 
feet  over. 


As  frequent  reference  is  made  to  Doomfday  book 
in  this  Hiftory,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  give  a 
(hort  defeription  of  it. 


A 


William 
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■ William  tlie  Conqueror,  foon  after  his  coronation 
at  Wcflminfter,  December  26,  1066,  ordered  a ge- 
neral fuiTey  to  be  taken  of  all  the  lands  in  the  king- 
dom; their  extent  in  each  hundred  or  diflriif ; their 
proprietors,  tenures,  and  value ; the  quantity  of  mea- 
dow, pallurc,  wood,  and  arable  land,  which  they 
contained ; r^nd,  in  fome  counties,  the  number  of 
tenants,  cottagers,  and  valfals  of  all  denominations 
who  lived  upon  them.  He  appointed  commiflioners 
for  this  purpofe,  who  entered  every  particular  in  their 
regifler  “ by  the  verdift  of  juries  and  after  a labor 
of  many  years,  they  brought  him,  in  1085,  an  exaft 
account  of  all  the  landed  property  in  the  kingdom. 
This  monument,  called  DOOMSDAY  BOOK,  the 
mod  valuable  piece  of  antiquity  polfelTcd  by  any  na- 
tion, is  dill  prelerved  in  the  Exchequer.  ' 

William  the  Conqueror,  with  a few  exceptions 
only,  gave  to  his  Norman  followers  all  the  lands  and 
edates  of  the  Saxons  throughout  the  realm,  and  par- 
ticularly in  this  county  of  Norfolk,  thus  difpofed  of 
the  principal  manors : 


Hugh  de  Abrancis 

12  manors 

Odo,  bifhop  of  Bayeux 

22 

Alan  Rufus  - - - 

81 

Walter  Giffard  _ - - 

28 

Ralph  Waker 

9 

William,  earl  of  Warren 

139  lorddiips 

Cado  de  Rye 

9 manors 

William  de  Albini,  pincerna 

4 manors 

Humphry  de  Bohun 

1 manor 

Ralph  de  Limefx 

1 manor 

Peter  de  Valoincs 

20  lorddiips 

Ralph  de  Baynard 

44  manors 

Ralph  de  Tony 

1 g lorddiips 

‘ William 

t 
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William  the  Conqueror  gave  the  lordQiip  of  Brooke, 
in  the  hundred  of  Loddon,  to  the  abbey  of  Bury  St. 
Edmund’s,  when  he  firfl.  fupplicated  that  faint’s  favor 
and  proteftion,  falling  prohrate  before  him,  and 
placing  a fmall  knife,  wrapped  up,  on  the  altar,  in 
the  preience  of  many  of  his  chief  nobility. 

Odo,  bifliop  of  Bayeux,  in  Normandy,  and  earl 
of  Kent,'  had  a grant  of  this  hundred,  as  alfo  of 
Smithdon,  of  his  half-brother,  the  Conqueror,  in 
1 066 ; but  it  was  afterwards  taken  from  him,  and 
given  to  William  de  Albini,  the  king’s  butler,  whofe 
iieirs  male  enjoyed  it  till  the  year  1242,  when  the 
lord  Tatefhale,  in  right  of  his  wife,  Mabel,  eldefl 
daughter  of  Hugh  de  Albini,'  the  laft  earl  of  Suflex 
and  Arundel,  held  it  by  fer^dce,  of  being  in  like 
manner  king’s  butler. 

By  maniage  it  came  to  fir  Ofbert  de  Caily,  and 
from  his  heirs  to  fir  Roger  Clinton,  in  whofe  family 
it  remained  till  the  16th  of  March,  ^4^^,  when 
Robert  Clifton,  efq.  of  Denver  in  Clackclofe  hun- 
dred, let  it  by  deed  to  Thomas  Flayters,  efq. 

Thomas  Grey,  marquis  of  Dorfet,  conveyed  it  to 
Charles  Brandon,  duke  of  Suffolk,  in  the  reign  of. 
Henry  VIII.  on  whofe  death  it  was  granted  to  lady 
Anne  of  Cleves,  fourth  wife  of  that  libidinous  mo- 
narch, from  whom  flie  was  divorced  July  10,  154°* 

It  was  held  in  the  crown  in  the  reign  of  queen 
Elizabeth,  and  Richard  Ho  veil,  efq.  had  a grant  of 
it,  with  the  courts,  leets,  lines,  rents,  8cc.  from. 
James  I.  June  13,  1612. 

The  hundred  court  was  anciently  held  at  Flitcham- 
burgh,^  then  called  Flieceham-burgh,  at  which  place 
there  is  a remarkable  hill  or  tumulus,  furroundcd 
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with  a ‘ditch  in  the  form  of  a fquare,  where  it  is 
iaid,  the  bufinefs  of  this  hundred-court  was  done. 

The  cuftom  of  holding  courts  on  a hill,  under  a 
tree,  or  in  a booth  erected  pro  tempore,  feems  to 
have  been  lirll;  eftablifhcd  by  the  Saxons  in  England, 
and  from  them  continued  down  to  the  Jaft  century. 
Juhices  in  Eyre  (jufliciarie  itinerantes,  or  errantes) 
w'ere  inftituted,  according  to  Camden,  in  the  reign 
of  Henry  II.  whofe  bufinefs  it  was  to  decide  fuch 
caufes  as  were  too  high  for  the  county  courts,  for 
which  purpofe  they  were  fent  by  commiflion  into 
the  different  counties.  Jufrices  of  the  foreft  fat  to 
determine  offences  committed  in  the  king’s  foreft, 
and  their  court  was  called  “ The  juftice  feat  of  the 
foreft.” 

The  hundred-court  was  afterwards  held  under  an 
oak  tree  at  Gaywood  near  Lynn,  and  till  about  the 
year  1710,  was  alfo  held  at  a tree  called  Fitton-oak, 
in  the  manor  of  Fitton  and  parifh  of  Wiggenhall  St, 
German’s,  Thomas  Howard,  eighth  duke  of  Nor- 
folk, being  then  lord. 

Freebridge  hundred  and  half  is  fituated  at  the 
Weftem  extremity  of  the  county  of  Norfolk ; is 
bounded  by  Lynn  channel  and  the  wafli  on  the 
north-weft,  by  part  of  Lincolnfhire  and  Cambridge 
on  the  weft,  by  the  hundreds  of  Clackclofe  and 
South  Greenhoe  on  'the  fouth,  has  Launditch  and 
Gallow  hundreds  on  the  eaft,  and  Smithdon  on  the 
north.  The  extent  from  Maffmgham  on  the  eaft  to 
Wifbech  river  on  the  weft,  may  be  about  22  miles ; 
and  the  breadth,  from  Pentney-abbey  to  Darfing- 
ham,  1 1 2. 

The  whole  of  this  hundred  and  half  conftitutes 
the  deanery  of  Lynn ; is  in  the  archdeaconry  and 

diocefe 
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diocefe  of  Norwich,  excepting  Emneth,  which  be- 
longs to  the  bifhoprick  of  Ely,  and  contains  49  pa^ 
riflies. 

The  number  of  freeholders  in  the  hundred  and 
half  of  Freebridge,  that  polled  at  the  great  contefled 
deftion  at  Norwich,  May  23,  1768,  between  fir 
Armine  Wodehoufe,  bart.  of  KimlDerley,  and  Tho- 
mas de  Grey,  efq.  of  Merton,  and  fir  Edward  Aftley, 
bart.  of  Melton-Conflable,  and  Wenman  Coke,  efcp 
of  Holkham,  were  as  follows  : 

FREEBRIDGE  LYNN. 


W. 

G. 

A. 

C. 

Anmer 

4 

4 

0 

0 

Afhwicken 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Bilney,  Weft 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Caftle-Acre 

2 

0 

0 

8 

1 1 

Caftle-Rifing 

3 

3 

0 

0 

Congham 

2 

2 

1 

' 1 

Darfingham  - 

2 

3 

4 

1 

Flitcham 

0 

0 

2 

2 

Gayton 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Gaywood 

0 

0 

3 

‘ 3 

Grimfton 

7 

9 

8 

. 6 

Harpley 

4 

4 

P 

0 

Hillington  , 

3 

3 

1 

1 

Leziate 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Lynn-Rcgis 

69 

76 

151 

141 

Maffingham,  Gr.  8c  Little 

4 

3 

2 

1 

Middleton 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Newton,  Weft 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Peniney 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Roydon 

0 

0 

2 

2 

Runfton,  North 

s 

3 

3 

3 

Sandringham 

i 

2 

0 

i 

Sdchy 

0 

1 

1 

2 

Walton, 
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W. 

G. 

A. 

C, 

VV^alton,  Eafl; 

0 

1 

2 

1 

Wcfl-Acre 

. 2 

2 

1 

1 

Winch,  Eafl  and  Weft 
Wooton,  North  Sc  South 

1 

3 

2 

3 

3 

1 

4 

1 

ng  1 

34 

202  ] 

92 

FREEBRIDGE  j 

MARSHLAND. 

C lenchwarton 

o 

0 

5 

5 

Emneth 

15 

16 

3 

2 

Iflington 

0 

0 

5 

5 

I.ynn,  Weft 

0 

0 

3 

3 

Ferrington,  St.  Clement  \ 

and  St.  John 

3 

^■5 

ip 

Tilney  All  Saints  and  St.  ) _ 

Lawrence 

1 

9 

0 

W alpole  St.  Andrew  and  } 

St.  Peter 

r 

9 

3 

3 

Walfoken 

5 

5 

2 

2 

AA^alton,  Weft 

4. 

4 

0 

0 

Wiggenhall  St.  German,") 

St.  Mary,  Sc  St.  Mary 

^ 3 

3 

10 

10 

Magdalen  - j 

40 

41 

55 

54 

Total  hundred  and  half  159 

175 

257 

246 

Seats,  and  noted  Houfes,  in  Freebridge  Hundred 

and  Half. 

Anmer,  James  Coldham,  efq. 

Belmount.  fir  James  Johnflone,  bart, 

Bilney  lodge,  Francis  Dalton,  cfq. 

£mneth,  or  Hackbech  hall,  fir  Henry  Peyton,  bart. 

Emncth 
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Ernneth,  Flevvcr  Oxborough,  efq. 

Hillington  hall,  fir  Martin  Brownq  Folkes,  bait. 
Hlllington,  Mr.  John  Role, 

Illington,  Thomas  Dixon,  efq. 

Pentney,  Lloyd,  efq. 

Runflon,  North,  Robert  Cony,  efq. 

Sandringham,  Mrs.  Henley. 

St.  German’s,  Rev.  John  Towers  Allen. 

Walpole,  Robert  Cony,  efq. 

Walpole,  James  Townfend,  efq.  alderman  of  London. 
Walpole  EaR-Drove,  Mr.  Wright,  of  London. 

Ditto  WeR-Drove,  Mr.  Falconar. 

.WeR-Acre,  Richard  Hamond,  efq. 

To  defcribe  the  fituation  and  natural  hlRory  of 
this,  by  much  the  largeR  diRriR  in  the  county,  with 
that  perfpicuity  which  is  neceffary  in  a work  of  this 
kind,  we  will  confine  our  obfervations  feparately  to 
Freebridgc  Lynn  hundred,  'and  Freebridge  Marlli- 
land  half  hundred. 

Freebridge  Lynn,  or  Freebridge  with  Lynn,  is  a 
traR  of  country,  the  features  of  wdiich  are  varioufly 
marked  with  many  gentle  rifing  eminences,  a pro- 
portionate fliare  of  champaign  and  fertile  lands,  and 
a Icfs  valuable  part  of  heath  and  w'arren  grounds. 
For  a more  particular  cRimation  of  the  foil,  culture, 
and  price  of  labor  in  this  part  of  the  county,  we  re- 
fer our  readers  to  the  quotation  from  Mr.  Arthur 
Young’s  “ Farmers  Tour,”  given  in  pages  103,  104, 
&c.  ol  Smithdon  hundred 

Befides  the  Oufc,  there  are  feveral  rivulets  of  lefs 
note,  which  “ trickle  down  the  cheeks  of  this  ruRic 
vale,”  and  influx  themfelvcs  with  the  fea  at  or  near 
I-.ynn.  A fmall  brook  rifes,  and  palfes  into  the 
Lynn  channel  in  Darfingham  pariRi : Ry  Flitcham, 
Hillington,  CaRle-Rifing,  and  Babingly,  a conlide- 

rablc 


6 


hundred  and  half 


rable  flream  runs  into  the  fame  channel  near  Wol- 
ferton.  This  river  is  faid  to  have  been  navigable 
for  large  veCTels  up  to  Caftle-Rifing,  and  hr  H.  Spel- 
man  calls  it  “ a famous  port.”  Another  rivulet 
rifes  in  the  village  of  Griraflone,  and  meandering 
by  Leziate,  Bawfey,  South  Wooton,  and  Gaywood, 
paffes  into  the  Oufe  river  dole  to  the  town  of  Lynn. 
The  river  Nar,  by  fome  called  the  Setch,  Sandring- 
ham, and  Lynn  flu,  fprings  out  of  the  bowels  of 
Launditch  hundred,  and  running  by  Caflle-Acre, 
Pentney,  Setch,  8cc.  throws  its  contents  into  the 
Oufe  at  Lynn ; * as  does  alfo  a tributary  flream, 
which  flows  from  the  parifh  of  Gaytonthorp,  wind- 
ing its  courfe  through  Middleton,  Mintlyn,  &c. 

This  hundred,  as  well  as  Smithdon,  is  delightfully 
htuated  on  the  verge  of  the  Lynn  channel,  forming, 
with  the  coafl  of  Lincolnlliire,  the  appearance  of  an 
amphitheatre  round  the  wafh,  or  bay,  called  META- 
RIS  yESTUARIUM.  The  country  from  the  fliore 
rifes  gradually  to  the  confines  of  the  hundred,  and 
the  profped  each  way  is  very  extenfive,  and  beauti- 
fully diveiLified : churches,  feats,  woods,  hills,  and 
other  pleafmg  objeds,  fucceed  each  other  in  the  ratio 
of  landfcape ; and  w'hen  contrafted  with  the  fliip- 
ping  pafhng,  in  oppofite  courfes,  and  at  various  dif- 
tances  from  the  eye,  muft  iinprefs  the  beholder  with 
an  exalted  idea  of  the  divine  wifdom  in  the  formation 
of  nature,  and  of  the  inflrudion  and  power  given  us 
to  improve. 

“Go,  wondrous  creature ! mount  where  fciencc 
“ guides, 

“ Go,  mcafure  earth,  weigh  air,  and  flate  the 
“ tides.”  Pope  s Effay  on  Man. 

The 

• The  courfe  of  the  N.ir,  as  well  as  of  moft  other  rivers  in-  the  county, 
are  erroneoufly  laid  down  in  Corbridge’s  large  map,  of  which,  his  lead- 
ing this  river  into  the  Oufe  above  Si.  German’s  bridge  is  an  ioftance. 
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The  navigation  of  Lynn  channel  is  rendered  ex- 
jtremely  difficult  and  perilous,  on  account  of  the 
continual  fhifting  of  the  fands  in  the  mouth  of  the 
harbour,  which  has  proved  fatal  to  many  veffels  and 
mariners  t.  This  evil,  it  is  affirmed,  has  been  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  ere£fion  of  Denver  fluice  in  1651, 
on  the  river,  17  miles  above  Lynn,  above  which 
fluice  the  tide  formerly  flowed  about  120  miles  : thus 
the  flood-tide  being  checked  in  its  lunar  courfe,  and 
the  ebb-tide  oppofed  by  the  remaining  flow,  without 
the  affiftance  of  the  frefli  waters  in  their  natural 
courfe,  the  force  of  the  tides  are  languid,  and,  of 
confequence,  the  channel  not  being  fcoured  by  the 
regular  influx  and  reflux  of  the  fca,  the  fands  be- 
come  lefs  durable,  and  the  navigation  lefs  certain. 
The  beft  charts  and  maritime  furveys  that  have  been 
made,  are  totally  ufelefs  at  prefent ; the  eaftem  chan- 
nel, now  choaked  up,  was  formerly  a fafe  and  well- 
known  paffage,  but  at  prefent  veffels  are  navigated 
through  the  w^eflern.  Notwithflanding  the  difficulty 
and  danger  of  this  navigation,  the  imports  to  Lynn 
are  immenfe ; from  which  port,  and  the  river  Oufc, 
the- inland  communication  with  the  counties  of  Nor- 
folk, Suffolk,  Cambridge,  Huntingdon,  Bedford  and 
Northampton,  conveys  fait,  coal,  wine,  fifli,  timber, 

B hone, 

f Great  numbers  of  (hips  have  been  loft  in  attempting  to  run  into  Lynn 
or  Bofton  ; particularly  in  the  year  1696,  when  near  two  hundred  fail  of 
colliers  and  coafters,  being  too  far  embayed  to  weather  Winterton-nefs, 
flood  away  for  Lynn  Deeps  ; but,  milling  their  way  in  the  night,  they 
were  all  driven  on  ftiore,  dalhed  to  pieces,  and  near  a thoufand  perfons 
perilhed. 

At  Two  o’clock  on  Sunday  morning,  Auguft  31,1777,  the  brig,  George 
and  Mary,  Andrews,  with  coals,  from  Newcaftle  to  Lynn,  and  lying  at 
anchor  in  the  channel,  was  drove  on  the  fand  called  Pinque-way.  On  a 
fignal  from  the  lltip  in  the  forenoon,  the-  mafter  and  two  men,  who  had 
been  on  ftiore  all  night,  in  attempting  to  return  to  the  relief  of  thofe  on 
board,  in  crofting  the  fands  on  foot,  were  furrounded  by  the  tide,  and  all 
three  unhappily  periflied.  The  crew  faved  themfelves  in  the  boat,  but  the 
relTel  went  to  pieces. 
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fldne,  and  other  neceffaries ; and  the  exports  from 
Lynn  are  chiefly  of  I’uch  commodities  as  arc  brouglrt 
down  from  thofe  counties  by  water.  Its  foreign  trade 
is  very  confiderable,  cfpfecially  with  Holland,  Nor- 
way, the  Baltic,  Spain,  and  Portugal,  and  is  thought 
to  import  more  wine  than  any  other  town  in  England, 
London  excepted. 

This  hundred  abounds  with  the  fame  variety  of 
foil  and  natural  produdions,  for  which  the  county, 
in  toto,  is  Ib  eminently  noted:  corn,  cattle,  wool, 

and  rabbits,  are  the  flaple.  The ' higher  grounds, 
with  fome  few  exceptions,  are  of  a light  fand  or  gra- 
vel ; the  lower  grounds  and  lands  near  the  villages, 
fertile  and  well  inclofed,  and  thole  w'hich  are  under 
the  neceflTity  of  drainage,  are  of  a flat  filty  rich  paf- 
lure,  extremely  well  adapted  for  fattening  neat  cattle 
and  flieep. 

t 

The  air  is  healthy  and  pleafant  towards  the  inland 
parts,  though  frequently  piercing ; but  the  autumnal 
fogs,  or  damps,  which  evaporate  from  the  fen-lands 
near  the  fea-coafr,  • are  aguifh,  and  otherwife  unfalu- 
tary. 

Marsh-land  is  fo  termed,  in  allufion  to  its  origi- 
nal and  prefent  ftate.  Whether  Marfliland,  and  the 
fen-lands  in  Holland  and  the  Ifle  of  Ely,  were  ori- 
ginally a part  of  the  ocean,  which  the  w'atcrs  provi- 
dentially left,  or  that  tlris  extenfive  plain  was  at  fome 
time  fwallowed  up  by  an  inundation  from  the  fea, 
and  afterwards  drained,  or  otherwife  cleared,  admits 
of  a doubt ; more  efpecially  as  the  mofl  learned  wtI- 
ters  on  the  fubjeft  have  differed  in  opinion.  Sir 
William  Dugdale,  in  his  Hiflory  of  Embanking,  is 
of  opinion,  “ that  the  Romans  were  the  perfons  who 
originally  gained  from  the  fea  this  part  of  Norfolk, 
called  Marfliland,  wdicic  the  Saxons  were  alfo  invited 
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to  fettle,  from  the  extraordinary  fertility  of  the  foil  ; 
and  that  they  did  fo,  is  evident  from  the  authentic 
furvev  taken  by  the  Norman,  conqueror,  which  fhew- 
eth  that  the  towns  now  in  being  there,  were  alfo  ex- 
tant in  the  days  of  king  Edward  the  Confeifor.” 

From  the  fame  venerable  author,  and  others,  we 
make  the  following  extracts  : 

“ This  vaft  level  was  originally  a firm  dry  land, 
not  overflown  by  the  fea,  or  any  ftagnating  fi^elh. 
waters,  which  is  plain  from  the  great  number  of 
timber-trees  that  have  been  found  in  feveral  parts  of 
it.  Now  it  is  certain,  that  fuch  will  not  grow  in 
watery  mooriQi  places ; befides,  it  is  obfervable, 
that  where  they  have  been  found,  as  in  digging  of 
channels  and  drains,  their  roots  have  been  always 
obferved  to  ftand  in  the  firm  earth  belmv  the  moor. 
Dugdale  fays,  he  himfelf  faw  great  numbers  of  oak 
and  fir-trees  taken  up  in  the  fens  near  Thorney. 
Great  numbers  were  alfo  dug  up  at  the  cutting  of 
that  large  channel  called  Downhdm  EaU.  In  Marfli- 
land  likewlfe,  about  a mile  weftward  from  Magda- 
len bridge,  at  the  fetting  down  of  a fluice  there  were 
j found,  1 7 feet  deep,  feveral  furze-buflies,  as  alfo 
nut-trees  prefied  flat  down,  with  nuts  found  and 
firm  lying  by  them,  the  buflies  and  trees  handing  in 
lolid  earth  below  the  filt,  which  the  fea  had  brought 
up,  and  in  time  railed  to  that  thicknefs.  Great 
numbers  of  oak  and  fir-trees  were  found  likewife 
at  the  making  of  the  ditches  and  fewers  for  chaining 
the  Ifle  of  Axholme,  in  Lincolnfliire. 

“It  is  highly  probable,  that  fome  great  earth- 
quake was  the  occafion  of  the  fea’s  breaking  in  and 
overflowing  this  country  with  fuch  violence;  as  to 
tear  up  the  woods  by  the  roots ; w'hich  inundation 
of  the  fea  brought  in  fuch  a prodigious  quantity  of 
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flit,  as  not  only,  for  feveral  miles  towards  the  fea, 
to  cover  the  ground  to  an  extraordinary  depth,  but 
even  to  the  remoteft  parts  near  the  high  lands  ; as 
is  evident  from  fir-  Robert  Cotton’s  finding,  upon 
making  a pool  near  Conington  in  Cambridgclhire, 
the  fkeleton  of  a large  fea-fifh,  near  20  feet  long, 
lying  above  fix  feet  deep  in  filt.  At  what  time  this 
happened  we  cannot  fay.”  That  there  have  been  fuch 
like  changes  we  have  undoubted  tefiimony. 

“ In  the  time  of  the  confulfliip  of  Valentinian 
and  Valens,  there  was  an  earthquake,  which  not 
only  overthrew  divers  cities,  but  altered  the  very 
bounds  of  the  fea ; which  fo  flowed  in  fome  parts, 
that  men  might  fail  in  thofe  places  where  before 
they  did  walk ; and  forfook  others,  that  they  became 
dry  land.” 

Ghent  in  Flanders,  goo  years  ago,  was  a haven- 
town  ; St.  Omer’s  a fea-port ; as  was  alfo  Romney, 
Limne,  and  Richborou2:h  in  Kent : Eve  in  Suffolk  ; 
Shegnefs  in  Lincolnfhire,  and  Caffle-Rifmg  in  Nor- 
folk. 

“ At  the  digging  of  a foundation  for  the  Safle  at 
Salter  s-lode,  there  were  found  firft  1 o feet  depth  of 
flit,  then  three  feet  of  firm  moor,  then  blue  gault, 
then  three  feet  of  moor,  and  at  laft  whitifh  clay. 

“ At  the  fetting  down  a fluice  a little  below  Mag- 
dalen fall,  a flone  eight  feet  long,  and  a cart-wheel 
1 6 feet  in  the  earth,  were  taken  up  by.  the  workmen 
of  Mr.  Emerfon. 

“ At  the  fetting;  down  of  Skirbeck  fluice  near  Bof- 
ton,  there  was  found  at  16  feet  depth,  covered  with 
flit,  a fmith’s  forge,  with  all  the  tools  thereto  be- 
longing. 
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lono-ino-  with  horfe-fhoes  and  other  things  made  of 
iron.” 

^ To  thefe  obfervations  of  Dugdale  we  may  v add, 

“ diat  near  the  river  Welland,  which  runs  through 
Spalding  in  Lincolnfliire,  anno  i6g6,  at  the  depth 
of  about  ten  feet  there  were  found  jetties  (as  they 
are  called)  to  keep  up  the  old  river’s  bank,  and  the 
head  of  a tunnel, -that  emptied  the  land-water  into 
the  old  river;  and  at  between  20  and  30  yards  dil- 
tance-  from  the  prefent  river,  there  were  dug  up 
(about  the  like  depth)  feveral  old  boats ; which 
things  fhew,  that  anciently  the  river  was  either  much 
wider  than  it  now  is,  or  ran  in  another  place,  or 
both.  On  the  other,  viz.  the  north-weft  fide  of  the 
river,  and  more  upwards  in  the  towm,  were  dug  up 
(at  about  the  forementioned  depth)  the  remains  of  * 
old  tan-vats  or  pits,  a great  quantity  of  ox-honis, 
and  fhoe-foles  of  a very  ftrange  unufual  form,  with 
fliarp-pointed  toes  turning  up.  Which  things  fliew, 
that  the  furface  of  the  country  lay  anciently  much 
lower  than  now  it  does,  and  has  been  raifed  up  by 
the  lea’s  throwing  in  its  fand  in  the  maritime  parts 
(now  moft  inhabited)  and  by  the  moor  or  rotted 
ledge  in  the  fenny  parts  next  the  high  country. 

“ At  the  laying  of  the  prefent  new  flulce  or  gote 
(as  they  call  it)  at  the  end  of  Haraond  beck,  at  its 
fall  into  Bofton  haven,  taking  up  the  foundation  of 
the  old  gote,  they  met  with  the  roots  of  trees,  many 
of  them  ilfuing  from  their  feveral  boles  or  trunks 
fpread  in  the  ground,  which  wdien  they  had  taken 
up  (the  roots  and  the  earth  they  grew  in)  they  met 
with  a folid,  gravelly  and  ftony  foil,  of  the  high- 
country  kind,  (but  black  and  difcoloured  by  the 
change  that  had  befallen  it)  upon  which  hard  earth 
they  lq,id  the  foundation  of  this  new  gote,  \\'hcre 
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ihefe  roots  were  dug  up,  which  was  certainly  the 
furface  of  the  old  country.” 

We  have  been  informed,  that  William  Greaves^ 
cfq.  of  Bcaupre  hall  in  Outwell,  is  in  poffeflTion  of 
an  ancient  document,  wherein  mention  is  made  of 
wood  growing  at  a place  called  Hedgchirne  wood  in 
that  parifh,  in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  w'hich 
place  is  now  a deep  fen. 

All  thefe  forementioned  inflances  clearly  prove, 
“ that  (to  make  ufe  of  Dugdale’s  words)  fome  great 
land-flood,  many  ages  fince,  meeting  with  an  ob- 
flrudion  at  the  natural  outfall  to  fea,  bv  reafon  of 
much  fdt,  which  after  a long  drought  had  choaked 
ihem  up,  did  then  fpread  itfelf  over  the  face  of  the 
^ whole  level ; and  that  the  w'aters  till  this  general 
draining,  ever  fince  covering  the  fame,  have  pro- 
duced a moor  now  grown  to  fo  great  a thicknefs.” 

The  following  tranflation,  bv  Dryden,  of  Ovid’s 
defeription  of  the  changes  in  the  teireflrial  fyflem  is 
finely  imagined,  and  a-propos  to  the  prefent  purpofe, 

The  face  of  places  and  their  forms  decay ; 

And  that  is  folid  earth,  that  once  w,as  lea: 

Seas  in  their  turn,  retreating  from  the  fliorc, 

Make  folid  land,  what  ocean  was  before ; 

And  far  from  llrands  are  fliells  of  fillies  found, 

- And  rully  anchors  fix’d  on  mountain-ground : 

And  what  were  fields  before,  now  walli’d  and  worq 

By  falling  floods  from  high,  to  valleys  turn, 

As  crumbling  hill  defeend  to  level  lands ; 

And  lakes  and  trembling  bogs  are  bai'ren  fands. 

Freebridge  Marfliland  half  hundred  is  bounded  by 
the  fea  on  the  north  ; by  Crofs-keys  Wafli  and  Wif- 
bech  river,  w'hich  divides  Norfolk  from  Lincolnlhire 

and 
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and  die  Ifle  of  Ely  in  Cambridgefliire,  on  die  weftj 
bv  the  old  Podike,  dividing  this  with  Clackclofe 
hundred,  on  the  fouth ; and  by  the  river  Oufe,  on 
the  eaft,  which  is  the  boundary,  (VViggenhall  St. 
German’s  and  St.  Peter  excepted)  with  part  of  Clack- 
clofe  and  Freebridge  Lynn  hundreds.  The  country 
has  a gentle  and  alinoft  imperceptible  afcent  horn  its 
limits,  as  above  defcribed,  to  its  centre ; and  many 
of  its  lofty  churches  command  extenfive  profpedls 
into  Norfolk,  Lincoln  and  Cambridge  fliires. 

Marfliland  comprehends  what  is  properly  called 

the  feven  towns  of  Maidhland,”  viz.  Emneth,  Tcr- 
rington,  Tilney,  Walpole,  Walfoken,  Walton,  and 
Wiggenhall.  Thcfe  townfliips  enjoy  a mutual  right 
of  inter-common  on  the  Smeth  and  its  appurtenances, 
which  are  laid  to  contain  about  3000  acres  of  funi- 
mer  paliure : a piece  of  land  fo  fruitful  (as  was  rc- 
'ported  by  a courtier  to  James  I.  at  his  lirll  coming 
to  the  crown  of  England)  “ that  if  over  night  a wand 
or  rod  was  laid  on  the  ground,  by  the  morning  it 
would  be  covered  with  grafs  of  that  night’s  growth^ 
fo  as  not  to  be  difeerned.”  To  which  that  king  is 
faid,  in  a jdcofe  raannerf  to  reply,  “ that  he  knew 
fome  grounds  in  Scotland,  where  'if  an  horfe  was  put 
in  over  night,  they  could  not  fee  him,  or  difeern  him 
in  the  morning.”  Of  this  plain,  or  fmeth,  there  is 
a tradition,  which  the  common  people  retain,  that  in 
old  lime  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  towns  had  a contell 
with  the  lords  of  the  manors,  about  the  bounds  and 
limits  of  it;  when  one  Hkkifric,  a perfon  of  great 
flature  and  courage,  allifling  the  faid  inhabitants  in 
their  rights  of  common,  took  an  axel-tree  from  a 
cart  wheel,  inftead  of  a fword,  and  the  wheel  for  a 
Ihield,  or  buckler,  and  thus  armed,  foon  repelled 
the  invaders  ; and  for  proof  of  this  notable  exploit, 
they,  to  this  day  fliew  (fays  fir  William  Dugdale)  a 
large  gravc-flonc,  near  the  caff  end  of  the  chancel, 
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, in  Tilney  church-yard,  whereon  the  form  of  a crofs 
is  fo  cut  or  carved,  as  that  the  upper  part  thereof 
(wherewith  the  carver  hath  adorned  it)  being  circu- 
lar, they  will  therefore  needs  have  it  to  be  the  grave- 
llone  of  Hickifric,  and  to  be  as  a memorial  of  his 
gallantry/'^  But  this  llory,  like  that  of  “ Sir  Tho- 
mas Erpingham  and  the  Monk,”  in  Mr.  Blomefield’s 
Elfay,  is  better  calculated  for  the  reader  of  a “ Penny 
Hiflory”  than  for  the  perufal  of  a lefs  credulous  or 
fuperhitious  mind. 

The  pariflies  of  Clenchwarton,  Weft  and  North 
Lynn,  though  lying  in  Marfliland,  are  excluded  from 
any  ufe  of  pafturage,  8cc.  on  the  Smeth  common. 

Camden  fays,  “ Marfliland  is,  as  it  were,  cut  to 
pieces,  and  it  is  imagined  there  are  an  hundred 
bridges  over  the  dikes  whigh  drain  the  lands.”  The 
roads,  which  are  numerous,  are  very  irregular  and 
difagrecable  to  travel  on.  The  crops  are  generally 
very  good,  and  well  got  in ; and  the  price  of  labor 
in  harveft-time  is  from  2S.  6d.  to  3s.  a day,  or 
7s.  6d.  per  acre  reaping. 

The  contaminated  air  here  is  not  fo  prejudicial  to 
the  conftitution  of  afthmatic  people  as  it  is  in  the 
lower  fens,  but  the  ague  prevails  at  every  period  of 
life. 

Vaft  improvements  have  been  made  towards  the 
fea-coaft  of  Marfliland,  by  embanking,  efpecially  in 
the  parifhes  of  Terrington  and  Clenchwarton,  where 
the  late  captain  Bentinck,  at  a confidcrable  expence, 
took  in  goo  acres  of  falt-maifh;  now  rendered  ara- 
ble by  the  perfeverance  and  public  Ipirit  of  that 
worthy  gentleman.  A like  cnclofure  is  going  to  be 
. ' made 
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made  in  Walpole,  by  alderman  Townfend,  of  Lon- 
don, and  others  concerned. 

The  old  fea-bank  (in  many  places  called  Roman) 
is  yet  entire,  and  the  tonms  of  Walpole,  Walton  and 
Walfoken,  fituated  on  it,  take  their  names  from  this 
barrier.  Each  town  in  Marfliland  were  mutually 
obliged  to  lupport  a proportion  of  the  great  banks 
raifed  to  defend  their  own  property,  and  not  (as  is 
the  cafe  in  the  Bedford  Level)  veiled  in  the  power  of 
a body  corporate,  who  may  be  ignorant  of  the  -s'alue 
and  means  of  that  lupport.  CommilTioners  have 
been  appointed  in  dilferent  reigns,  “ to  fee  that  the 
banks  in  Marlliland  were  in  repair,”  but  the  interefl. 
of  each  landholder  being  to  preferve  his  property 
from  the  inundations  of  the  tide,  elFefied  more  than 
even  a royal  mandate.  In  1277,  we  find  each  town 
in  Marlliland  maintained  about  fix  furlongs  of  the 
Podike. 

The  principal  out-fall  of  the  feveral  cuts  which 
drain  the  fen-lands  of  the  great  Bedford  Level  being 
at  Lynn,  through  the  prefent  channel  of  the  river 
Oufe,  which  empties  itfelf  into  the  bay  called  ME- 
1 ARIS  diSTUARlUM,  the  prefervation  of  this 
out-fall  and  navigation  has  been  the  primary  obje£l; 
of  the  commilfioners  ol  the  “ Corporation  of  the 
Bedford  Level.” 

To  trace  minutely  the  origin  and  progrefs  of  the 
many  improvements  which  have  been  made  or  at- 
tempted, and  the  fuccefs  or  failure  of  each  effort  to- 
>vards  fo  defirable  a purpofe,  would  lead  us  into  a 
labyrinth  of  opinions,  in  which  men  of  fuperior 
judgment  and  experience  have  loll  themfelves  : We 
will,  therefore,  rclt  our  information  on  the  fhoulders  of 
ot  lers,  and  give,  in  as  brief  and  explicit  a manner  as 
we  aie  able,  a general  feries  of  occurrences,  collefted 
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from  the  various  reports,  fchemes,  furveys,  See.  that 
have  been  publiflied,  without  intruding  a fingle  hint, 
or  fuggeftion  of  our  own ; well  knowing,  that  thofc 
opinions  (which  are  as  various  as  the  reports,  See.) 
have  contributed  in  fome  degree  to  diilurb  the  coun- 
fels,  and  impede  the  operation  of  every  meafurc 
propofed  or  adapted  by  the  Hon.  Board  of  the  Cor- 
poration of  the  adventurers  of  Bedford  Level. 

The  river  Oufe,  formerly  called  Ufa,  or  Ifa,  fprings 
from  a gentle  riftng  ground  near  Brackley,  13  miles 
above  Northampton,  in  the  fame  county,  and  pafQng 
by  Buckingham,  Stony-Stratford,  Newport-Pagnel, 
Bedford,  St.  Neot’s,  Huntingdon,  St.  Ives,  Erith, 
Ely,  Littleport,  Downham,  and  St.  German’s,  dil- 
charges  itfelf  (after  a courfe,  according  to  Badeflade, 
of  1 60  miles)  into  the  fea  below  Lynn-Regis.  Be- 
fides  a number  of  brooks  and  fmaller  rivers  upwardfr, 
it  receives  the  Grant,  or  Cam,  above  Ely;  Milden- 
hall  river  a little  below  Littleport ; the  Little ‘Oufe, 
or  Brandon  river,  above  Southeiy ; the  Wiffey,  or 
Stoke  river,  at  Denver  Iluicc ; the  Nene  at  Salter’s 
Lode,  and  the  Nar  at  Lynn,  where  the  Great  Oufe 
is  about  300  yards  wide. 

“The  rivers  Oufe,  Grant  and  Mildenhall,  in  anci- 
ent times  had  their  united  courfe  by  Littleport,  Well- 
ney  and  Well,  through  Wifbech  outfall  to  fea ; and 
then  the  w^aters  of  Brand  and  Stoke  rivers  only  ran 
together  by  Salter’s  Lode,  Magdalen  and  Geriiiaris, 
through  Lynn  haven  to  fea. 

“ When  Wifbech  outfall  decayed,  (deftroyed)  faith 
Mr.  Richard  Atkins,  chiefly  by  incroachments  upon 
the  river,  and  buildings  on  its  banks,  which  made  it 
too  narrow  to  vent  the  high  country  tvatei'S,  and  the 
fens  in  confequence  thereof  became  hurtfully  fur- 
rou’nded,  the  commiffioners  of  favers  cut  a canal 
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from  Littleport  to  Brand  river,  to  give  the  waters  of 
Oufe,  Grant  and  Mildenhall  rivers,  the  fame  courfe 
with  Brand  and  Stoke,  through  Lynn  outfall  to  fca  j 
the  defcent  of  all  the  fens  being  that  way. 

“ This  abundance  of  fi-elh  waters  having  now  this 
courfe,  and  this  only,  gave  the  fea  a more  fpacious 
inlet;  the  one  as  it  were  preparing  the  way,  and  the 
other  maintaining  it  with  great  increafe,  faith  Mr. 
Atkins;  and  fir  Clement  Edmonds  faith,  “ the  frefli 
waters,  with  the  affiftance  of  the  tides  from  fea,  wore 
the  river  wdder  and  deeper.” 

“ But  it  was  not  pofifible  for  the  tides  and  freflies  in 
their  operations,  to  wear  and  grind  in  a few  ag^  this 
river  and  outfall  deep  and  wide  enough  to  receive 
and  convey  through  it  to  fea,  the  waters  of  fo  many 
rivers  that  had  their  courfe  given  this  rvay,  in  de- 
fault of  their  former  outfall ; therefore  thofe  whalers, 
for  w'ant  of  a fufficient  vent,  conftantly  overflowed 
the  fens  in  winter  time,  and  kept  them  drowned  moft 
part  of  the  fummer,  notwithftanding  the  many  w^orks 
made  w’ithin  the  bounds  of  the  fens  tow'ards  draining, 
before  the  undertaking  for  a general  draining  com- 
menced. 

“ And  as  the  river  Oule,  from  the  bounds  of  the 
fens  to  feaward,  has  been  hindered  from  growing 
deeper  by  fluices,  and  from  growing  wider  by  bridges, 
the  fens  flill  continue  hurtfully  furrounded ; and  mull 
continue  fo,  until  the  river  be  enlarged, 

“ The  rivers  Grant,  Brand,  Mildenhall,  Stoke,  New 
Bedford,  and  Well-Creek,  all  their  widths  added  to- 
gether, is  near  300  feet.  The  river  Oufe  below  Sal- 
ter s Lode,  which  fhould  be  a receptacle  for  the  wa- 
ters of  all  thefe  rivers,  and  Ihould  convey  them  thro’ 
its  banks  to  fca,  is  but  120  feet  wide,  (but  105  at 
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the  bridges)  therefore  cannot  vent  above  one-third 
of  the  high  country  waters  that  defcend  thefe  rivers, 
exclufive  of  the  downlall  waters  of  the  great  level  of 
the  fens.  T his  truth  is  confirmed  by  woeful  experi- 
ence ; elfe,  why  when  the  river  Oufe  was  fo  deep 
that  low  water  mark  w-as  i o feet  under  foil  of  the 
fens  from  Salter’s  Lode  to  feaward,  (as  it  was  before 
Denver  fluices  were  built)  and  after  works  had  been 
made  by  the  lord  Popham,  &c.  to  lead  the  fen  war- 
ters  into  the  Oufe  at  Salter’s  Lode ' why,  I afk,  if 
the  Oufe  had  been  wide  enough  to  convey  thofe  wa- 
ters to  fca,  was  the  fens  then  fo  hurtfully  furrounded 
as  to  occafion  the  general  undertaking  to  drain  them  ? 

■ — ^\Vhy  after  the  New  Bedford  river  was  made,  and 
Denver  fluices  built,  ^lid  the  floods  that  defeended 
that  new  river,  rife  high  againft  the  lluice  doors,  and 
keep  them  fliut  weeks  together,  and  alfo  rife  high 
between  the  New  Bedford  banks,  Ibmetimes  breaking 
them  and  overflowing  the  fens  ■ but  that  the  Oufe 
w^as  not  wide  enough  to  receive  and  convey  the  floods 
to  fea  that  came  dotvn  the  Ne\v  Bedford  river  only, 
exclufive  of  the  waters  of  the  rivers  Grant,  Milden- 
hall.  Brand  and  Stoke,  which  were  all  pent  into  the 
■fouth  level  by  Denver  fluices,  until  the  New  Bedford 
floods  were  run  off  to  fea,  or  had  broke  their  banks, 
and  dilated  themfelves  over  the  face  of  the  fens  ? — 
Why  was  St.  John’s  Eau  and  Tong’s  Drain  of  little 
or  no  ufe  to  draining,  but  bccaule  the  river  Oufe, 
below  the  mouths  of  thofe  drains,  could  convey  no 
more  v/ater  to  fea  than  it  could  before  thofe  drains 
were  made? — And  why  doth  the  floods  of  the  New 
Bedford  river  revert  into  the  fouth  level  (now  Den- 
ver fluices  are  deflroyed  and  away)  to  the  total  drown- 
ing of  that  country,  but  that  the  river  Oufe  (though 
the  natural  bottom  is  14  feet  deep  below  the  foil  of 
tlie  fouth  level)  is  not  wide  enough  to  convey  to  fea 
the  Bedford  river  floods  only  ? 


And 


21 


OF  FREEBRIDGE. 

And  that  it  is  impoffible  for  the  fens  to  be  drained 
through  fo  narrow  a river  as  is  the  Oufe,  (even  tho’ 
by  natural  means,  or  artificial  fcours,  its  ancient 
depth  be  regained)  will  farther  appear,  if  we  compare 
the  Oufe  with  our  other  great  rivers  that  have  theif 
outfall  into  as  great  feas. 

“ And  as  the  river  Oufe  is  inferior  to  no  one  river 
in  the  extent  of  its  inland  navigation,  it  is  fuperior 
to  any  one  in  refpeft  of  draining ; it  being  the  fewer 
and  outfall  qf  the  great  level  of  the  fens,  called  Bed^ 
ford  Level,  of  near  400,000  acres;  of  the  province 
of  Marfltland,  of  40,000  acres;  of  the  hundred  of 
Clackclofe,  and  parts  adjacent,  of  10,000  acres  of 
land. 

“ I fliould  have  faid  the  river  Oufe  was  thus  fa- 
rnous  for  navigation  and  draining:  indeed  it  is  far, 
very  far  from  being  fo  noAv,  having  for  feveral  years 
lafl  paft  gradually  decayed,  jnlomnch  that  it  is  ren- 
dered incapable  of  draining  any  of  the  aforefaid 
lands,  and  will  be  loft  to  navigation  in  a very  fliort 
time.'" 

When  the  Little  Oufe,  or  Brandon  river.  Stoke 
and  the  Nar,  were  the  only  waters  that  had  their  in- 
flux with  the  fea  at  Lynn,  the  channel  of  that  haven 
was  not  above  fix  poles  broad,  and  the  river  from 
Denver  downwards,  then  called  Wiggenhall  Eau, 
proportionately  narrow,  Formerly  the  Great  Oufe, 
Grant  and  Mildenhall  rivers,  meeting  at  Littleport, 
had  their  courfe  by  Welney  to  Upwed,  -where  they 
were  joined  by  the  Neire;  and  running  by  Outwell, 
Emneth,  and  Elme,  to  Wifl'jcch,  had  their  outfall 
into  the  wafti  between  Walpole  and  Sutton:  but  the 
outfall  by  Wifbcch  being  decayed,  or  dcftroyed,  as 

Badelladp 
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Fadeflade  will  have  it,  the  Oufe  and  Nene  changed 
their  courfe  at  OutVv^ell,  and  running  by  Mullicourt 
and  Nordelf,  through  Well-creek,  into  Stoke  and 
Brandon  rivers  at  Salter  s Lode,  with  them  formed 
what  is  now  called  the  Great  Oufe,  to  Lynn. 

On  account  of  the  great  encreafe  of  waters,  and 
natural  apprehenfions  of  the  people  of  Marlliland 
for  the  country’s  fafety,  a cut  of  three  miles  and  a 
half  from  the  Great  Oufe  at  Littleport  to  the  Little 
Oufe  near  Littleport  chain  was  made,  by  which  the 
courfe  of  the  Grant  and  Oule  was  turned  into  the 
None  at  Salter’s  Lode.  The  ancient  flate  of  the  ri- 
vers is  confirmed  by  various  authorities.  The  out- 
fall by  Wifbech,  or  Oufbeach,  was  fometimes  called 
the  ^Vell  river,  as  appears  by  a regifler  at  Peterbo- 
rough ; Wifbech  caftle  founded  fuper  flumen  illud 
famofum,  quod  Well-flreanie  appelatur,  Scc.^  And 
fome  writers  fay  that  king  John,  in  paffing  the  wa- 
ters of  W’ell,  12 j6,  loft  mdil  of  his  baggage  and 
treafure. 

In  1292,  a commiffion  from  the  king,  bearing 
date  June  ig,  was  procured  for  making  a proper  en- 
quiry into  the  waters  of  Weil,  when  it  w’as  ordained 
by  the  confent  of  the  country,  that  three  dams  fliould 
be  ,made  in  Upwell  and  Outwell,  to  turn  the  Nenc 
into  its  ancient  and  due  courfe,  to  its  outfall  below 
Wifbech.  The  inhabitants  of  Maifliland  made  a 
Bop  of  the  faid  waters  at  Little  Lode  in  Upwell. 

The  bifhop  of  Litchfield  and  Coventry,  treafurer 
to  Edward  I.  caufed  a dam  to  be  made  at  Outwell: 
but  a prefentment  being  exhibited  to  the  jullices  iti- 
nerant, then  fitting  at  Northampton,  the  5th  of  Ed- 
w'ard  III.  May  12,  1332,  letting  forth  how  prejudi- 
cial this  flop  to  the  navigation  between  Peterborough 
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and  Lynn  was  to  trade,  &c.  and  that  by  this  hin- 
drance great  part  of  the  low  lands  of  the  middle  le- 
vel would  be  drowned,  the  high  fheriff  of  Norfolk, 
and  others  concerned,  were  empowered  to  pull  the 
faid  dam  down. 

Thus  the  weight  and  rapid  force  of  the  waters 
did  wear  and  grind  the  river  Oul'e  and  Lynn  haven 
to  fuch  a width,  that  the  parifhes  of  Clenchwarton, 
Tilhev,  Iflington,  and  Wiggenhall  in  Maifhland, 
Holm,  Watlington,  and  South  Run<Son  in  Clack-^ 
clofe,  Setchy  and  Weft  Winch  in  Freebridge  Lynn, 
preferred  a petition  to  the  king,  fhewing,  “ That 
whereas  the  river  going  to  Lynn  ufed  to  run  between 
banks  diftant  1 2 perches  afunder,  but  was  now  a full 
mile  in  breadth,  whereby  a great  part  of  thofe  pa- 
riflies  were  overflown,  they  humbly  pray  that  the  faid 
river  might  be  confined  to  its  ancient  width.”  But 
the  inhabitants  of  Lynn,  and  a part  of  Marfliland, 
promoted  a bill  in  the  parliament  of  134-’  i^ 
pofition  to  die  abovementioned  petition,  which  they 
earned. 

# 

In  1378,  the  aforefaid  parifties  prefented  a petition 
to  Richard  II.  imploring  the  fame,  in  efFe6f,  as  the 
former  to  his  predeceffor ; whereupon  a commilhon 
of  view  was  granted,  w'ho  reported,  that  the  river  at 
South  Lynn,  then  40.  perches,  or  640  feet,  ought  to 
be  reduced  to  its  original  width,  fix  perches ; and 
the  Setch  or  Nar,  from  five  perches  to  one : but-  it 
does  not  appear  that  any  advantage  was  taken  of  this 
report;  for  petitions  of  the  fame  requeft  were  pre- 
fented to  Elizabeth  in  1596,  and  to  James  I.  161 S, 
in  the  latter  of  which  the  inhabitants  of  Marfliland 
arc  faid  to  have  fuffered  a lofs  of  30,000!.  by  an 
inundation  of  the  fea  in  1613.  This  prayer  was  uHb 
referred  to  a coramiffion  of  viewg  and  in  like  man- 
ner 
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nei*  negleded,  although  fir  Clement  Edmonds  certifi* 
cd  to  the  board  of  commilTioners,  Auguft  12,  1618, 
“ that  the  haven  of  Lynn  was,  through  the  violence 
of  the  tides,  and  great  fall  of  freflies,  grown  much 
wider  than  it  had  beeri,  to  the  endangering  of  Marfli- 
land.”  Mr.  Richard  Atkins,  of  Outwell,  who  was  an 
eminent  commiffioner  of  fewers,  and  flourifhed  the  be- 
ginning of  James  I.  gave  his  opinion  to  the  lame  effeft. 

About  this  time  fome  improvements  were  made  in 
carrying  olF  the  waters  from  Outwell  through  Right- 
forth  Lode  into  the  Oufe  at  Stowe  bridge,  and  from 
Elme,  crofs  Marfhland,  into  the  fame  river  at  Knight’s 
Gool,  an.  1640.  Sir  William  Dugdale  faith,  “that 
theSmeth  common,  which  ufed  to  feed  30,000  fheep, 
now  lies  under  water,  on  account  of  the  outfall  at 
Knight’s  Gool  being  filted  up  widi-  fand  lodged 
againll  the  fluice  doors. 

Dugdale  obferves  likewife,  “ that  anno  1662,  at 
Wiggenhall  St.  Mary’s,  at  a place  called  Wathden, 
there  were  then  to  be  feen  fome  remains  of  a church, 
as  alfo  bones  that  appeared  at  a low  ebb  upop  the 
river  fide,  about  eight  feet  below  the  prefent  furface 
of  the  earth.  The  like  alfo  was  obfervable  at  Wig- 
genhall St.  German’s,  the  floor  of  the  church  there 
being  at  leaf!  feven  feet  lower  than  the  high  water 
mark  of  the  river  Oufe.”  He  obferves,  “ that  the 
rifmg  of  the  tides  to  fo  great  a height  was  what  oc- 
. cafioned  the  channel  of  Lynn  to  widen  fo  much, 
that  the  inhabitants  were  forced  to  remove  one  of 
their  churches  to  a further  diftance  from  it,  as  is  yet  to 
be  feen  in  that  part  of  it  now  called  Old  Lynn,  where 
the  bones  of  the  dead,  which  were  buried  in  St.  Ed- 
mund’s church-yard,  are  now  (or  however  were  but 
very  lately)  daily  waflied  at  every  tide,  by  reafon  that 
part  of  the  fame  church-yard  is  confumed  away  wuth 
the  violence  of  that  cuiTent.  ’ 

Upon 


Up©n  a view,  the  hayen  at  Lynn  was  thonghr 
the  moft  eligible  outfall  for  the  Ncne,  Grant,  &c. 
and,  were  it  not  for  winter  waters,  would  utterly  de- 
cay. And  Mr.  Goddard,  who  was  recorder  of  Lvnn, 
.faith,  “ That  though  the  channel  to  feavvard  below 
the  haven  was  near  half  a mile  wide  at  low  water, 
yet  it  was  of  a depth  fufficient  for  a fliip  of  twelve 
feet  water  to  be  brought  up  in  any  one  tide  without 
any  wind,” 


The  fame  gentleman  obfervcs, 
flowed  up  into  the  Oufe  about 
Into  the  Grant  5I 
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The  tide  putting  up  fo  far  rntp  all  thefe  rivers, 
and  filling  them  twice  in  every  twenty-four  hours, 
they  were  not  only  competently  fupplied  with  water 
from  fca  in  the  drieft  feafons  to  ferve  for  the  inland 
navigation,  which  by  means- of  fo  many  branches  is 
the  moll  eitenfive  in  England ; fo  that  commerce 
and  trade  was  eonftantly  maintained  up  the  river 
Nene  to  Well,  March,  and  Peterborough,  abo\e 
nlty  miles  from  Lynn,  into  Northampton,  Rutland, 
picoln,  Nottingham,  and  Leicefleifliire,  with  vef- 

1 ‘ Pahed  loaden  in  the 

dneft  feafons. 


And  up  the  river  Oufe  they  couldTail  with  forty 
tons  freight  thirty-fix  miles  at  leaf!  from  Lynn  at  or- 

wnTl!  Sreat  and  conflant  commerce 

CamK -1  Cambridge,  Bedford,  &c.  and  between 
Lambndge  and  St.  Ives,  Huntingdon,  St.  Neot’s, 

O ^ Bcdl 
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Bedford,  and  places  adjacent,  with  a burden  of  fif- 
teen ton,  which  is  ninety  miles  from  Lynn  by  wa- 
ter*. 

Sir  Cornelius  Vermuyden  obferves,  that  “ the 
outfall  of  Lynn  hath  fufficient  water  to  keep  open 
his  channel,  and  although  in  fummer  the  fands  in 
Lynn  haven  overcome  the  ebbs  fomewhat,  yet  thev 
do  not  lie  long,  but  the  firft  land-waters,  or  next 
fpring  tides,  carry  them  away  again.” 

How  far  the  imbanking  of  fait  maidlies  mav  affeft 
a navigation,  Mr.  Badehadc  makes  the  following  re-r 
marks.  “ Since  a confiderable  number  of  acres  of 
falt-maidli  have  been  imbanked  and  taken  in,  adjoin- 
ing to  the  port  of  Wells,  and  feveral  creeks  have 
had  banks  run  crofs  them,  which  hinders  the  neip- 
tide  from  putting  up  into  thofe  creeks,  as  they  rverc 
wont  to  do,  and  alfo  the  fpring-tides  frOm  o^'erflo^v- 
ing  the  quantity  of  marfh  they  ufed  before  to  cover, 
the  faid  harbour  of  Wells,  its  channel  and  pool, 
have  very  fenfibly  decayed,  as  have  done  all  chan- 
nels that  have  been  any  ways  deprived  of  their  an- 
cient flock  of  back-waters.  Thus  Mr.  Atkins  writes, 
“ Spalding  of  old  time  was  beft  of  three  outfalls, 
“now  the  worfl;  loft  by  winning  certain  feveral 
“ marflies  to  the  feaward.” 

“ Thus  the  honourable  Corporation  of  Adventu^ 
rers  fet  forth  to  the  parliament  in  their  reafons,  why 
Sutton  Marfh  below  Wifbech  fliould  not  be  inned, 
A.  D.  1719.  “ That  it  is  found  by  experience,  that 

“ the  imbanking  the  falt-marflics,  or  gaining  land 
“ from  tilt  fea,  has  been  the  principal  caufe  of  the 
“ channel’s  being  choaked  up,  and  have  juft  rcalbii 
“ to  be  apprehenlive,  that  the  imbanking  any  more 

will 
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“ will  entirely  deftrdy  that  outfall  to  fea,  8cc. 

Thus  alfo  the  petition  of  Rye  in  Sulfcx  to  the  par-  ^ 
liament,  170,1,  fets  forth,  “ Thclt  of  late  years  feye- 
“ ral  perfons  have  iiined  feveral  acres  of  land  which 
“ belong  to  the  faid  harbour,  and  have  built  flbod- 
“ gates  to  hop' the  flow  atid  reflow  of  the  tide  up 
" the  river  Rother,  and  thereby  the  faid  harbour 
“ grows  worfe  every  yeat.” 

Of  this'opinion  is  fir  Cornelius  Vermuyden ; he 
faith,  “ The  Oufe,  from  Littlcport  to  Lynn,  keeps 
his  depth  by  reafon  of  the  back-waterSi” 

That  Marfhland,  and  the  great  level  of  the  fens 
were  originally  good  lands,  we  have  already  given 
Ibme  proofs,  and  fhall  only  add  a few  other  authori- 
ties before  w'e  proceed  on  the  bufmefs  of  the  Ad- 
venturers. -■  ' , 

\ , 

“The  fens  that  are  now,  were  fometlrrtes  of  the 
nature  of  land  meadows,  (fays  Mr.  Atkins)  fruitful, 
healthful,  and  very  gainful  to  the  inhabitants,  and 
yielded  much  relief  to  the  high  countries  in  time  of 
great  drought.  The  truth  of  this  is  difputed  by  fome 
people,  but  they  feem  plainly  to  have  been  fo ; for 
Peterborough  of  old  was  called  Medehamftcd  of  this 
meadows  there,  and  not  Fenhamfled  of  the  fens 
that  now  are ; and  yet  unto  it  did  mo  ft  of  the  fens 
belong.  And  Ely  fen,  or  Peterborough  great  fen 
Vvas  foreft,  whofe  keeper  had  in  it,  in  the  new 
marflies,  nOw  called  Marfh  Fen,  an  inclofure  for 
keeping  of  flieep,  and  for  mowing  of  hay ; and  in 

Wryde  Croft,  a manfton-houfe  and  a larsre  dairv- 
houfe.”  ° ^ 

Leland  and  other  ancient  writers  are  lavifh  Iri  the 
praifc  of  this  once  fruitful  country. 


In 
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In  a law  of  fewcrs  made  the  29th  of  September. 
1596,  called  Ncatmoor  Law,  the  commilTioners,  af- 
ter enumerating  the  caufes  why  “ thefe  fenny  grounds 
“ did  lie  long  furrounded,  and  fo  became  unprofit- 
“ able,  which  in  former  time  have  been  dry  and 
“ profitable,  it  is  faid — And  fo  they  may  be  hereaf- 
“ ter,  if  due  provifion  be  made.” 

And  fir  Henry  Hobart,  attorney-general  to  king 
James  I.  fays,  “ That  the  grounds  now  fought  to  be 
“ drained,  are  fucli  as  naturally  and  anciently  were 

dry  grounds.” 

“ How  this  country,  fays  Mr.  Badeflade,  which 
though  lying  flat  and  low,  (yet  was  not  originally 
annoyed  with  any  conftant  flop  of  the  frefli  waters, 
wliicli  might  by  overflowing  and  flagnation  make  it 
fenn)  ) came  to  be  furrounded  in  the  manner  it  was 
before  the  general  undertaking  to  drain  it  com- 
menced, I fliall  here  endeavour  to  manifeft. 

I 

“ It  may  look  like  a paradox  to  fay  that  it  was 
occafioned  by  imbanking:  but  certainly  it  ^\'as,  and 
by-  the  not  putting  the  laws  of  fewcrs  afterwards  in 
execution ; by  negleft  whereof  the  principal  drains 
became  ufelefs  to  convey  the  downfall  water  into  the 
rivers,  and  thereby  the  outfall  of  thofe  rivers  them- 
I'elves  were  by  degrees  loft. 

“ The  plainer  to  make  this  appear,  I fliall  cm-  ' 

ploy  this  feflion  in  tracing  the  hate  of  the  level  from 

diflant  times  e’er  yet  it  was  imbanked,  to  the  time- 

of  the  general  undertaking  for  the  draining  thereof. 

/ 

“ I have  proved  that  the  grcatefl  part  of  the  levef 
was  anciently  firm  and  dry  ground  ; but  as  the 
courfe  of  the  ri\’crs  fhew  that  this  vafl  plain  has  ar 

hanging 
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hanging  level  and  gradual  defcent  to  the  ocean,  the 
fpring-tides  did  overflow  the  lowell  part  of  it,  fo  as 
that  it  was  in  nature  falt-marlh,  till  they  were  im- 
banked  and  defended  from  the  fea  by  a colony  of 
the  Romans  that  had  refidence  in  thefe  parts, 

“ Thefe  colonies  were  fo  excellently  difciplincd, 
that  for  avoiding'  the  mifchief  which  idlenefs  pro- 
duceth,  they  were  always  exercifed  in  fome  necelfary 
employment,  or  public  work. 

“ Thefe  aftive  aud  induflrious  Romans,  who  made 
ufe  of  all  art  and  fkill  to  the  advancement  of  their 
profit,  obferving  thefe  falt-marfhes  to  be  very  fertile, 
and  to  lie  above  the  reach  of  the  ordinary  tides, 
bellowed  the  pains  and  cofl  (fays  Dugdale)  to  raife 
a flrong  bank  of  earth  on  that  fide  the  level  towards 
the  ocean,  to  defend  it  from  the  overflowing  of  the 
fpring  tides ; by  which  means,  the  countries  of  Hol- 
land and  Marfliland  were  won  and  gained.” 

“ Succeeding  ages  following  the  example  of  the 
Romans ; more  and  more  of  this  level  hath  been 
continually  taken  in  and  imbanked,  and  by  thofe 
banks  the  high-country  wa'ters  were  kept  from  the 
fea,  whither  the  very  defeenf  of  the  country  would 
carry  them,  if  thefe  banks  were  not:  which  our 
good  commiflioners  of  fetvers  of  old  time  forefeeing, 
did  enjoin  the  makers  of  thofe  banks  to  make,  keep 
and  maintain  gooles  or  helps,  both  for  the  fafety  of 
their  banks,  and  for  the  better  conveyance  of  the 
waters.” 

And  the  like  effefts  thefe  banks  have  wrought 
tipon  the  fans  now  (meadows  once) : “ The  banks 
to  be  made,  may  in  time  to  come  work  upon  the 
upland  meadows  (lays  Mr.  Atkins).  This  experience 

D ^ hath 
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hath  fhewn,  for  before  the  Old  Podike  was  made 
• to  fend  off  the  land  waters  (7  th  of  Henry  III.  anno 
1223J  from  Marfhland,  the  lower  part  of  that  pro- 
vince was  no  better  than  marRi,  For  the  banks  that 
defended  Marfhland  from  the  fea,  hindered  the  down- 
fall from  getting  to  fea ; fo  that  the  waters  defeend- 
ing,  the  higher  flagnated  in  the  lower  grounds  for 
want  of  gooles  ahd  helps  to  pafs  it  aw'ay  to  the 
outfall.” 

Sir  William  Dugdale  faith,  “By  an  ancient  plead- 
ing it  appeareth,  that  before  thg  27  th  of  Henry  I, 
(fix  hundred  years  ago)  there,  was  neither  habitation 
nor  ground  that  yielded  profit  within  that  part  of  • 
Wiggenhall,  from  Buftard’s  Dole  unto  the  fouth  fide 
of  the  faid  town,  except  the  monafleiy  of  Crabb- 
hou’fe,  whth  fome  lands  belonging  thereto,  all  being 
then  wafle,  and  in  the  nature  of  fen.”  And  w e find 
that  when  the  old  Podike  w’as  much  torn  and 
broken  by  the  weight  of  the  land  waters  on  the  fouth 
fide  agaiiifl  it,  that  great  part  of  Marfliland  was  over- 
flow'ed  by  the  frefli  waters : and  becaule  the  faid 

Podike  was  judged  by  the  coramiffioners  of  fewers, 

1 Hen.  VI.  incapable  of  being  mended,  on  account 
of  the  wcaknefs  of  the  ground  whereon  it  flood  : 
tlierefore  A.  D.  1422,  ^the  New  Podike  was  ordain- 
ed and  decreed  to  be  made ; and  accordingly  it  was 
made,  and  extended  itfelf  from  Salter’s  Lode  to  Well- 
flioal. 

Hereupon  the  land  fouth  of  this  new  bank  be- 
came overflowed:  for  we  find,  April  2,  anno  1423, 

“ That  Thomas  duke  of  Exeter,  &c.  (becaufe  feveral 
lands  in  Upwell  and  Outwell  were  furrounded,  caufed 
by  the  new'  Podike)  gave  leave  to  Henry  Wells, 
archdeacon  of  Lincoln,  and  others,  to  convey  the 
waters  by  tunnels  under  the  faid  Podike  through 
■ Rightforth 


OF  FREEBRIDGE.  31 

Rightforth  Lode  into  Wiggenhall  Eau,  which  carries 
idelf  towards  Bifliop’s  Lynn.” 

’Tis  certain  that  the  river,  by  thefc  encroachments, 
was  made  lb  narrow,  that  the  land-floods  when  they 
came  down  in  the  , winter  ieafon  could  not  find 
paffage  to  lea ; fo  that  for  want  of  room  to  get 
away,  they  were  enforced  to  overflow  the  level  dur- 
ing that  feafon ; and  in  very  wet  years,  continued  to 
lurround  it  ail  the  fummer,  becaufe  all  the  fewers, 
chains,  petty  drains,  See.  (faith  Mr.  Atkins)  within 
the  fens,  were  ruinous  and  utterly  decayed,  which 
were  the  principal  conduftors  and  guiders  of  the 
waters  into  the  main  Jflrcams ; which  have  grown  up 
for  want  of  diking  and  fcouring,  and  the  waters 
have  been  obflruflcd  by  placing  of  wears,  flamps, 
and  divers  fuch  impediments,  to  the  ga^eral  hurt  oi 
the  whole  countr)^  not  only  in  thefe  petty  drains, 
but  even  in  the  very  main  flreams  themfelves.-' 

And  Atkins  faith,  fpeaking  of  Wifbcch,  “ This 
pitiful  outfall  procee4eth  of  negiefl:,  in  not  fcouring 
and  dyking  the  river,  nor  prelcrving  and  maintain- 
ing the  petty  lewers  and  drains  which  anciently  fed 
the  fame,  by  enforcing  the  waters  thereof,  and  keep- 
ing them  in  their  proper  courfe ; whereby  the  lea 
finding  but  little  reliflance  (nor  llrength  of  a follow? 
jng  head  of  water  to  fcour  the  channel  continually) 
lilted  up  the  river  and  outfall;  fo  that  though  of 
ancient  tinies  Ihips  of  great  burden  reforted  to  VVif? 
bech,  yet  for  thele  caufes  the  outfall  fo  filted  up, 
that  as  long  fince  as  king  John’s  time,  above  five 
hundred  years  ago,  the  channel  was  fo  lhallow,  that 
people  could  pals  over  at  low  water. 
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This  outfall  thus  decayed,  the  waters  of  Great 
Oufe,  which  palfed  through  the  Ifle  of  Ely  in  two 
branches,  the  firfl;  branch,  called  the  Wefl-water, 
from  Erith  by  Chatteris  to  Benvvick,  where  it  met  a 
part  of  Nenc,  defcending  under  Horfey  bridge,  thro’ 
the  Meres,  to  Benvvick  aforefaid,  and  they  concurred 
in  one  courfe  to  March  bridge,  and  fo  to  Upwell  ; 
where  they  met  with  the  other  branch  of  Oufe, 
which  fell  from  Erith  to  Harrirnere ; and  after  re- 
ceiving the  river  Grant,  (from  Cambridge)  palfed 
united  to  Ely,  thence  to  Littleport-chair,  and  fo  by 
Wellney  to  Upwell  aforefaid,  and  from  thence  botli 
branches  ran  united  to  the  north  fea,  by  Wifbech, 
while  that  outfall  was  good  and  perfeft.  But  that 
decaying,  and  Wifbech  river  being  neither  deep  e- 
nough  nor  wdde  enough  to  receive  and  pafs  away 
thefe  great  bodies  of  water ; the  Weft-w'ater,  or  firfl 
branch  of  Oufe,  with  Nene  united,  which  fell  down 
partly  by  March  to  Well,  not  finding  palfage  thro’ 
Well  to  Wifbech,  did  at  Shrewfnefs  and  Well  moll 
part  thereof  turn  towards  Littleport'and  Salter’s-lode, 
overflowing  in  its  way  all  the  low  grounds  in  the  Ifle 
of  Ely.” 

I 

I 

Then  faith  Mr.  Atkin,  “ As  it  feemeth  there  was 
not  any  river  between  Littleport-chair  and  Rebeck, 
but  all  the  lodes,  lakes  and  dykes,  as  St.  Edmund’s- 
lode.  Gnat-lode,  Dockey-lode,  &c.  took  their  natu- 
rall  fall  into  a great  mere  near  Well,  called  the 
Wyde;  and  from  ‘the  Wyde,  by  divers  tra£ls,  as 
Webwinch-lake,  Aldy-lode,  Small-lode,  Chelfelbeech, 
Waxbech-lode,  8cc.  into  the  river  at  Upw'ell,  and 
thence  with  the  branch  of  Oufe  from  Littleport  to 
the  north  fea  by  Wi/bech.” 

This  was  the  courfe  of  thofe  waters  while  the  out- 
fall was  good;  but  that  decaying,  and  in  confe- 

quence 
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quence  thereof  great  part  of  the  level  being  over- 
flowed. in  times  of  floods,  and  kept  for  the  inofl  pait 
furrounded;  “ Means  were  found,  faith  Mr.  Atkins, 
lo  let  Great  Oufe  fall  from  Littleport-chair  to  Re- 
beck, (bv  a lode,  which  a.t  firft  feemed  to  be  called 
Heinmings  Eau)  into  Oufe  Paiwa,  which  has  its 
courfe  to' Salter’s  lode,  and  thence  to  the  north  fea 
bv  Lvnn,  whofe  haven  and  channel  before  that  time 
vvas  not  above  fix  poles  wide.”  But  after  Wifbech 
outfall  decayed,  Lynn  haven  was  worn  wider  by  de- 
grees, hy  the  aftion  of  the  tides,  and  force  of  the 
frefli  waters  defeending  that  way;  for  befides  the^ 
waters  of  Old  Oufe  having  this'  new  paffage  given 
them  to  fea,  the  river  of  None  led  its  waters  alfo  this 
wav,  i:  e.  from  Peterborough  to  Ramfey,  thence  to 
a decaved  river  in  March,  called  Great  Crofs,  thence 
to  a decayed  fewer  called  New  Leame,  thence  to  a 
certain  place  in  Upwell,  called  Shrewfnefl  Point; 
and  there  the  faid  river  divided  itfelf  into  two  branch- 
es, whereof  the  one  returned  fbuth-eafl:,  and  rvas 
called  the  South  Branch,  unto  a certain  old  decayed 
fewer  in  Welnev  hamlet,  called  Maid-lode,  and  from 
thence  to  another  old  decayed  fewer  between  Wel- 
ney  and  Littleport,  called  Newdike,  and  from  thence 
into  Oufe  at  Littleport-chair,  afte;r  a circuit  of  fifty- 
four  miles. 

The  north  branch  defeended  from  the  faid  place 
called  Sfirewfnell  Point,  unto  a certain  place  in  Out- 
well,  called  Outwell-fhoal,  and  from  thence  fouth- 
ward  unto  a certain  place  called  Nordelph,  and 
horn  thence  eafiward  unto  Salter’s  lode,  ■ and  there 
into  the  great  river,  and  by  that  courfe  to  fea  thro* 
Eynn  haven. 

Thus  the  waters  of  Nene  were  forced  t6  take  in 
a manner  their  full  How  and  whole  courfe  contrdrv 

j 
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to  their  wonted  avoidance,  at  Wifbech,  by  rcafon  of 
the  decay  of  the  fewers,  called  the  Great  Crols,  the 
New  Lcame,  8cc.  The  decay  of  which  faid  feveral 
fewers,  with  the  rivers,  lodes  and  drains  from  them, 
extending  unto  the  faid  town  of  Wilbech;  and  in 
confequence  thereof,  the  decay  of  Wifbech  outfall 
itfelf,  was  the  caufe  of  drowning  and  deftroying  the 
adjacent  country:  and  thus  the  waters  of  Nene,  in 
default  of  their  proper  outfall  defeending  to  fea  by 
lynn,  Wjfbech  channel,  aird  fo  low  as  the  Crofs- 
Keys,  thereby  utterly  decayed. 

From  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  to  James  I.  many 
insfficacious  attempts  were  made  to  remove  thofe 
prejudices  the  country  laboured  under,  eitlrer  on  ac- 
count of  the  imbankments  towards  fea,  altering  the 
natural  courfe  of  rivers,  or  negled  of  lewers,  8cc. 

At  this  time,  July  15,  1605,  fir  John  Popham, 
lord  chief  jullice  of  England  to'kiirg  James  I.  much 
affecting  the  good  of  this  country,  procured  aii  a£i 
of  parliament  for  making  new  drains,  Sec.  wliich 
was  intitled. 

An  A6l  for  the  Draining  of  certain  Fens  and  low  Grounds 

within  the  Ife  of  Ely,  and  Counties  adjoining,  fuhjeH 

to  hurt  by  furrounding : and  ran  thus, 

“ Whereas  it  is  affirmed  by  fkilful  and  expert 
men.  See.  that  the  fens  and  low  grounds,  lying  and 
being  within  the  ifle  of  Ely,  Sec.  may  be  drained,  if 
fufficient  authority  be  given:  And  whereas  fir  John 
Popham,  and  others,  have  undertaken  to  do  their 
bed  endeavours,  Sec.  Be  it  therefore  enaded,  Sec. 
that  the  faid  fir  John  Popham,  Sec.  fhall  have  power, 
Sec.  to  make  works  for  that  purpofe,  Sec. 
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And  to  pflufe  to  be  made  a Tufficient  convey- 
ance for  Oufe,  eidier  by  enlarging  the  channel  or 
by  irabanking  in  fuch  places,  or  doing  any  thing 
elfe  by  them  thought  needful,  from  Eiith  bridge  to 
Sali’crs  lode;  fo  as  they  debar  not  the  towns  and 
commons  of  convenient  paffage  and  accefs  to  the 
river  over  the  banks,  in  convenient  plages,  for  ne- 
ceflary  occafions. 

“ And  to  make  two  new  rivers,  to  begin  about 
Erith  bridge,  where  fix  commiffioners,  whereof  four 
inhabiting  within  the  ifle  fliall  think  fit,  to  fall  into 
Oufe  about  Denver  hithe  ; with  JuJuient  banks  and 
indikes,  as  well  (|f  old  Oufe,  as  of  the 'new  rivers, 
to  be  laid  fo  far  off  one  from  the  other,  as  fix  com- 
luiflioners,  whereof  four  of  the  ille  of  Ely,  8cc.  or 
of  the  counties  of  Cambridge  or  Norfolk  refpeftive- 
ly,  where  the  work  fliall  be  done,  fliall  think  fit ; 
w’iih.  fufficwit  Jlidces  at  the  upper  end  of  the  new  rivers 
and  W^l-water^  m Juch  Jort  as  the  navigation  in  Old 
Oufe  and  Grant  be  not  impaired. 

“ And  to  impank  in  all  places  needful.  Grant,  Mil- 
denhall,  Braiidon,  and  Stoke  rivers,  viz. 

“ Grant,  from  or  near  a corner  below  Clay  hithe 
ferry. 

“ Mildcnhall  and  Brandon  rivers,  from  their  en- 
trance into  the  fens,  or  from  Ibme  more  convenient 
place. 

“ Stoke  river,  from  Stoke  caufey,  unto  the  places 
where  they  fall  into  Oufe.  And  to  do  any  thing  elfe 
needful  for  the  prefervation  of  the  laid  banks  ; and 
to  amend  and  enlarge  the  laid  ri\’ers  where  need  is ; 
And  the  banks  and  indikes  to  be  laid  fo  lar  alundcr 
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as  fix  commiffioners  of  fewers  fliall  think  fit,  (four 
of  the  ille  of  Ely,  or  rcfpeaively  where  the  work  is 
done)  with  convenient  accefs  to  the  rivers,  as  afore- 
taid. 

“ And  to  make  fuffident  land-eans  and  banks  in 
all  places  needful,  fo  near  the  fkirts  of  the  upland, 
as  fix  commiffioners  fhall  diink  fit,  to  convey  the  wa- 
ters to  the  livers. 

“ And  if  any  perfon  ffiall  malicioufly  cut,  break 
up  or  caft  down  any  bank  made,  or  hereafter  to  be 
made,  for  this  draining,  and  fliall  not  within  four- 
teen days  after  publication  made  in  the  parifh  church 
where  the  offence  fhall  be  done,  furrender  himfelf  to 
ajuflice  Oi  the  peace,  and  in  fourteen  days  after 
pay  the  fine  the  faid  juRice  fhall  think  fuffident  for 
the  amending  the  damage,  and  double  damages  to 
the  party  indamaged,  that  then  the  offenders  fliall  be 
adjudged  felons. 

“ And  that  the  undertakers,  their  heirs  and  affigns, 
for  draining,  and  preferving,  and  perpetual  mainte- 
tenance  of  the  fame  draining,  fliall  have  for  ever  in 
feveralty  one  hundred  and  tweh'e  thoufand  acres  fla- 
tute  mcafurc,  to  be  taken  and  proportioned  out  of 
every  particular  manor,  or  out  of  any  other  fen  or 
low  grounds  within  the  limits,  &c.  by' commiffioners 
t ereto  affi^ned,  according,  to  their  difcrction,  and 
to  diflinguilh  what  number  of  acres  fhall  be  fo  taken 
out. 


And  that  the  undertakers  ffiall  have  all  the  foil, 
waters  and  filhings  of  all  the  new  rivers. 

" And  the  undertakers  to  lake  no  profits  of  the 
grounds,  but  as  they  fhall  linifh  the  draining  of  ei  cry 

manor. 
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manor,  To  to  enter  into  the  grounds  proportioned 
within  the  fame  manor. 

“ Rat  if  any  of  the  fens,  &c.  fall  out  to  be  again 
overflown,  then  there  fliall  be  reafonable  recompence 
made  to  the  parties  damnified,  by  the  governor,  out 
of  the  one  hundred  and  twelve  thouland  acres  af- 
ligned  for  the  perpetual  maintenance  and  prefervation 
of  the  faid  draining ; to  be  alfeifed  by'  any  fix  juftices 
of  the  peace  (whereof  two  to  be  of  the  Quorum) 
uhere  fuch  furrounding  fliall  happen,  payable  when 
they  fliall  appoint ; and  an  acHon  of  debt  to  lie 
againfl  the  governors  for  the  fame,  with  damage  for 
non-payment,  &c.  And  if  all  the  profit  of  the  one 
hundred  and  twelve  thoufand  acres  will  not  make  hi- 
tisfabtion,  then  the  whole  muff : and  the  parties 

damnified,  according  to  their  feveral  eflates,  fhall 
enter  into  all  again,  until  the  fens  fhall  be  recovered 
again  by  new  draining  or  repairs  at  the  undertakers 
coll,  &c. 

i 

“ The  undertakers  to  fi'nifh  the  works,  within  three 
years  next  after  this  parliament, 

“ And  after  the  faid  draining,  there  fhall  be  a 
CorporalW7i,  body  politic,  or  a comptuiy  of  thirty 
known,  difereet,  and  fufificient  perfons,  by  the  name 
ol  the  Governors  of  the  Fens  w'lthin  the  ille  of  Ely, 
and  the  Counties  adjoining:  And  they  fhall  be  en?» 
abled  to  purchafe  and  part  with  lands,  8cc.  and  to 
fuc  and  be  fued  by  that  name.  And  the  firft  to  be 

thefe; '"  Martin,  bifliop  of  Ely.  Sir  Anthony 

Mildmay.  * Sir  John  Peyton,  governor  of  Guerri- 
fey.  Sir  Oliver  Cromwell.  * Sir  Robert  Bevel. 
Sir  Edward  Coke,  attorney.  Sir  John  Cutts.  * Sir 
John  Heigham.  Sir  Robert  Wingfield.  Sir  Ro* 
bert  Cotton,  Sir  Edward  ApeUy.,  Sir  Henry 

, Warner. 
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yVarner.  * Sir  Miles  Sancics.  * Sir  Simeon  Stuart; 
'*  Sir  1 homas  Lambert.  Sir  William  Rumney.  knts. 
Humphry  Tyndal,  dean  of  Ely.  * Anthony  Irby. 
Thomas  War.  Thomas  Rawlyne.  Henry  Toma!, 
cfqrs.  John  Eldred.  Roger  Offield,  of  London, 
merchant,  *John  Fincham,  and  John  Hunt,  gents. 

Thofe  mark’d  thus  * were  CommifTioners  of  Sewers. 

“ And  as  thefe  do  die,  new  to  be  chofen  by  the 
moft  vf>ices  Out  of  fuch  lords  or  undertakers,  as  fliall 
have  one  thoufand  acres  at  the  lead  of  lands  afligned 
to  the  undertakers  as  aforefaid.” 

The  Hew  Podike  being  found  too  narrow  for 
pading  the  waters  through  into  the  Oufe,  lord  chief 
juflice  Popham  ordered  a new  river  to  be  made, 
eighty  feet  wide,  from  March  river  to  the  Podike 
at  Nordelph,  and  the  Well  creek  below  that  to  be 
diked  fixty  feet  wide,  and  funk  as  deep  as  the  Oufe, 
that  thereby  the  fens  in  the  ide  of  Ely  might  be 
drained,  and  the  extreme  floods  received.  The  fall 
at  Salter’s  lode,  from  the  foil  of  the  fens  to  the  low 
water  mark  in  the  river  Oufe,  was  then  ten  feet. 

The  yth  of  Auguft,  1605,  this  new  river  was  be- 
gun, Mr,  Richard  Atkins  then  by ; and  the  work 
was  profecuted  fo  well,  that  upon  the  2 iff  of  De- 
cember following  the  waters  were  let  through  it  to 
eafe  the  ifle,  and  help  Well  riven 

But  Mr,  Atkins  faith,  (my  lord  Popham  dying)  it 
Was  flopped  up,  in  regard  of  the  infufficiency  of 
the  banks;  till  four  years  after,  June  7,  i6og,  it 
was  again  purfued  to  be  perfc6led,  and  was  call  two 
feet  deeper,  for  the  benefit  of  mofl  part  of  the  Hie  of 
Ely* 
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But  this  river  being  hotly  pi-irfhed  at  tlie  firfl 
making,  went  on  without  any  iatisfaftion  made  for 
the  feveral  grounds  which  v/ere  cut  through  to  make* 
it,  or  the  commons,  by  which  it  paffed.  Hereupon 
Sinolphus  Bell,  efq.  of  Beaupre  hall  in  Outwell, 
having  much  ground  adjoining  yearly  drowned  by 
this  new  river,  (called  Popham  lode)  obtained  by  a 
\ jew  of  the  commiffioners,  a law  to  keep  the  tipper 
doors  thereof  fliut,  until  the  countty  would  fatisfy 
the  parties  injured;,  and  alfo,  fo  fortify  the  banks, 
that  his  grounds  fliould  not  thereby  be  hurt. 

And  the  doors  at  the  upper  end  were  accordingly 
kept  fliut,  fo  that  no  waters  could  pafs  through  this 
new  river.  “ Which  river  (faith  Mr,  Atkins)  was 
a worthy  one,  and  well  placed,  having  from  Well 
town-end  to  Salter’s  lode,  which  Is  a little  above  four 
miles,  more  fall  than  .there  is  thought  to  be  between 
Peterborough  and  Well,  which  is  forty  miles  and 
more,  as  the  water  cometh. 

“ This  famous  new  river  being  flopped,  the  coun- 
try lay  in  its  former  condition  ; and  my  lord  Pop- 
ham  dying,  his  whole  projed  was  rejefted:  and  fo 
nothing  was  done.  And  the  level,  by  rcafon  of  the 
divifion  there  was  between  the  commiffioners  of 
fevvers,  &c.  who  had  no  power  to  make  new  works, 
and  becaufe  the  country  wanted  proper  drains,  &c. 
continued  to  be  gieatly  annoyed  with  water,  which 
gave  occalion  to  the  undertaking  for  a general 
nRAIMNG  OF  THE  FENS.*” 

The  oppofition  which  prevailed,  and  the  undeter- 
mined flate  ol  aifairs,  at  this  time,  feemed  to  threaten 
total  deflmdion  to  the  great  level.  The  power  of 
the  commiffioners  of  fevvers  to  make  new.  rvorks  by 

tax 
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tax  or  rate,  was  even  queflioned,  ’till  the  opinion  of 
fir  Hehry  Hobart,  attorney-general,  was  obtained  by 
the  privy-council,  1616;  but  notwithftanding  their 
power  received  this  force,  things  remained  in  the 
fame  diflraded  and  perilous  condition. 

In  a petition  from  the  commiffi oners  to  the  lords 
and  others  of  his  majefly’s  privy-council,  June  ig^ 
1618,  they  confine  the  means  of  effeSing  a general 
drainage  to  thefe  two  confiderations ; 

I.  That  it  be  provided,  that  the  three  ancient  ri- 
vers of  Nene,  iWelland,  and  Oufc,  may  be  convey- 
ed to  the  fea  by  their  feveral  palfages,  with  fuch  con- 
venient Outfalls,,  as  fliall  be  fittefl:  for  the  feveral 
good  and  lalety  of  all  parts. 

II.  That  care  be  taken  of  the  town  of  Lynn,  the 
country  of  Marfliland  and  Wiggenhall,  the  hundred 
of  Wifbech,  and  part  of  Holland. 

On  this  reprefentation  fir  Clement  Edmonds,  knt. 
was  appointed  to  accompany  a committee  of  the 
Gommilfioners  of  fewers  on  a view,  who  made  the 
following  report  with  regard  to  the  Oufe ; 

“ My  Lords, — The  river  Oufe  coming  along  by 
the  town  of  Bedford,  Huntingdon,  and  St.  Ives,  and 
fo  palling  down  to  his  outfall  at  Lynn,  is  a goodly 
fair  river  ihroughoub;  and  from  below  Ely  downward 
runneth  with  fuch  a current,  that  as  it  is  abfolutely  the 
Ifi  fewer  of  all  that  country,  fo  it  is  by  the  great  fall 
of  waters  thereinto,  as  well  from  the  river  of  Grant 
out  of  Cambridgefhirc,  as  from  the  drains  which 
come  out  ol  the  Ille  of.  Ely,  much  overcharged  in 
winter,  and  in  time  of  floods,  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  adjacent  parti ; For  remedy  whereof  former  times 

have 
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lia.ve  proviticd  fome  by-fcvvers  or  flakers,  and  among 
others  the  Weft-water  at  Erith  bridge  below  St. 
Ives,  to  receive  part  of  the  overcharge  of  water,  and 
to  eafe  the  river  where  it  is  narrow  and  knarc,  and  the 
country  apt  to  be  overflowed ; and  to  carry  it  through 
die  ifle  of  Ely  (though  otherwife  to  their  prejudice) 
down  again  into  the  Jame  rivei'  by  divers  drains  and 
inlets,  where  the  channel  for  breadth  and  depth  affords 
better  paflage  and  conveyance  to  the  Jea : but  now 

the  faid  Weft-water  doth  run  a contrary  courfe  for 
want  of  cleanfing  and  diking,  and  falleth  into  Oufe 
at  Erith  bridge,  where  it  fhould  take' his  coiitje  out< 
as  appeared  upon  view  of  the  committees,  to  the  over- 
charging of  the  faid  river,  ipftead  of  flaking  or  dif* 
burthening  the  fame.” 

in  purfuarice  of  an  order  from  the  lords,  the  earl 
of  Arundel,  fir  William  Ayloff,  knt.  bart.  Anthony 
Thomas,  efq.  and  others,  took  a view  of  the  feus, 
and  caufed  Mr.  Hoxliam,  ’ furveyor  to  the  earl,  to 
make  a map  thereof.  “ And  they  (to  ufe  their  own 
vvords)  having  the  afliftance  of  fome  rare  engineers 
which  met  them,- and.  receiving  and  making  Ijpeciai 
obfervations  of  thefe  countries,  refolved  (by  God’s- 
help)  at  their  own  and  their  friends  charges  and  ex- 
pences,  without  raifing  or  levying  any  taxes,  contri-  ' 
butions,  or  fums  of  money,  of  or  upon  the  inhabi- 
tants of  thofe  countries,  or  any  his  majefty’s  fub- 
je^is,  to  venture  the  enterpriling  of  the  draining  or 
all,  or  the  moft  part ; yea,  of  many  thou fand  acres 
of  the  fens,  or  furrounded  grounds,  and  to  make 
them  dry,  and  to  be  good  and  profitable  meadow* 
and  paftures,  and  fo  to  continue.” 

They  laid  this  delign  before  the  privy-council,  dt 
the  court  at  Greenwich,  the  lyth  of  May,  1619, 
and  deCyed  to  have  tlicfe  foUowiog  conditions  or  con- 
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trails  to  be  made  to  them,  and  confirmed  by  good 
and  lawful  alTuraiice.  - 

‘ 0/~  all  the  king's  majejlys  lands  drowned  with  frejh 
‘ or  Jnlt  water  injeveral  counties,  which  we  JlialL 
‘ recover  and-  make  dry,  the  fee-farm  rent  of  four- 
‘ pence  per  acre,  over  and  above  all  rents  or  reve- 
‘ nues  now  in  being,  or  coming  to  his  majefy.  ■ 

/ ‘ Of  all  the  prince's  highnefs  lands,  the  like  contract 

. - refpedivcly.  . 

/ 

Of  all  the  fubje<fis  lands — ‘ i.  Which  are  fo  drown- 
‘ ed  ar  furrounded  all  the  year,  to  have  two  third 
‘ parts  of  all  ike  fame  lands  to  us  and  our  heirs,  to 
, 'be  allowed  and  ajfigned  to  hold  in  fnerality  and 
‘ perpetuity  for  ever. 

‘ 2.  And  all  thofe  lands  which  are  by  half  the  year  s 
' fpace,  or  more  than  half  the  year ^ drowned;  to 
‘ have  the  one  half  of  the  fame  lands  to  us  and  our 
‘ heb's  in  perpetuity . 

* And  we  liiope,  by  G'od’s  grace,  fpeedily  to  flrain 

* a great  part  of  the  faid  fens ; and  ail,  or  the  moll 

* part,  within  three  years  after  the  contrails  made 
‘ with  his  majefty  and  his  fubjeds.’ 

The  king  and  council  approving  thefe  offers, 
wrote  to  the  commilfidhers,  defifihg  them  to  co-ope- 
rate with  the  laudable  endeavours  of  the  undertakers. 
But  the  court  of  fewers  let  them  know,  that  before 
they  begun  any  works,  they  fhould  give  fecurity  that  they 
would  not  impair  the  navigation  in  the  rivers  of  Oufe, 
jYene,  he.  And  when  they  had  given  fecurity,  they 
fhould  fliew  the  country  the  means  they  intended 
in  the  draining  of  the  level,  that  they  might  be  fatif- 
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Fed  there  w^ould  be  no  prejudice  of  navigation  m the- 
rivers  Oufe  and  Grant,  or  hurt  done  to  Marfilartd.  If 
it  was  believed  there  would,  all  farther  proceedings 
were  to  be  flayed, 

But  the  undertakers  defirIng  that  they  might  not  be 
prelTed  to  difeover  the  means  in  every  particular, 
•until  their  agreement  with  the  country  was  made  per- 
fe61  and  fure;  and  the  commiffioners  having  no 
power  to  give  the  undertakers  any  man  s land  with- 
out his  voluntary  confent,  and  of  agreeing  with  them ; 
and  on  this  occafion  many  debates  arifing,  that  made 
either  fide  unable  to  come  to  a conclullon,  the  un- 
dertakers reprefented  thefe  difficulties  to  the  privy- 
council,  and  thereupon  letters  were  written  from  that 
board,  Feb.  ag,  1*20,  to  the  lords,  knights,  and 
gentlemen  concerned  in  the  fens,  commanding  them 
to  attend  his  majefly,” 

Accordingly  they  did  attend,  when  the  undertakers 
were  ordered  to  exhibit  fatisfaftory  proofs  in  writing, 
“ What  it  was  they  promifed  to  effe£l,  and  what 
they  demanded  as  a recompence  for  their  labour,” 
which  they  did,  in  propofals  delivered  to  the  com- 
inilfioncrs  April  13,  1621,  as  alfo  their  demand  or 
proportion  of  each  fen. 


After  fome  time  fpent  in  fruitlefs  altercation,  as  to 
the  terms,  mode,  and  fecurity,  his  majefly,  who  was 
not  willing  to  let  the  country  fuffer  by  any  further 
delay,  did  himfelf  undertake  (by  a law  of  fewers) 
that  great  work. 


But,  as  fir  William  Dugdale  fays,  whether  it  was 
the  great  dillurbance  his  majefly  had  about  this  time, 
and  after,  till  the  end  of  his  reign,  for  the  regaining 
the  Palatinate,  &c.  or  what  clfe  was  the  impediment, 
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* 

we  fhall  not  take  upon  us  to  fay ; but  certain  it  i», 
nothing  was  done  during  that  king’s  reign,  nor  un- 
til the  5th  of  Charles  I.  Then  Francis  carl  of  Bed- 
ford, who  was  owner  of  near  twenty  thoufand  acre* 
in  Thorncy  and  Whittlcfey,  was  importuned  by  the 
country,  and  by  the  commilTioners  of  fewers,  to  un- 
dertake this  great  work  of  draining.  And  to  feeme 
the  faid  carl  in  his  reward  for  fo  doing,  to  provide 
for  the  fecurity  of  navigation.  See.  a law  of  fewers 
was  made  at  Lynn,  Jan.  13,  1630,  fpecifying  the 
conditions  and  reflriftions  at  large ; to  which  forty- 
ope  commilTioners  prefent  put  their  hands  and  feals. 
(See  this  law  in  the  fourth  fe6Hon  of  Badeilade’s  Flil- 
tory.) 

This  law  being  made,  the  cart  of  Bedford  fell  in 
hand  with  the  work ; and  the  better  to  purfue  this 
noble  undertaking,  he  took  in  divers  participants, 
viz.  Oliver  earl  of  Bolingbroke,  Edward  lord  Gorges, 
fir  Robert  Heath,  fir  Miles  Sandys,  fir  William  Riil- 
fel,  fir  Robert  Bevill,  lir  Thomas  Terringham,  lir 
Philip  Vernat,  William  Sams,  doftor  of  law,  An- 
thony Hammond,  efq.  Samuel  Spalding,  Andrew 
Burwell,  gent,  fir  Robert  Lovet,  &c.  who  were  to 
raife  money  for  carrying  on  the  work  proportionable 
to  the  number  of  fliares  each  had,  each  lliare  being 
four  thoufand  acres.  And  they  began  the  work ; and 
in  order  to  carry  off  the  fuperfluous  water  wherewith 
the  fens  was  much  annoyed,  caufed  thefe  fcveral  ca- 
nals to  be  made,  viz. 

> 

Bedford  river  (now  called  Old  Bedford)  extending 
from  Erith  to  Salter’s  lode,  feventy  feet  wide,  and 
twenty-one  miles  long,  to  take  off  the  high  floods 
from  the  river  Oufe,  and  placed  at  each  end  thereof 
a fluicc  of  great  flrcngih. 
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Sam’s  cut,  from  Feltwell  to  Oufe,  twenty  feet 
broad,  and  fix  miles  long. 

» 

A cut  to  drain  Mildenliall  river  in  Burnt  fen  near 
Littleport,  forty  feet  wide,  and  two  miles  long. 

Bevil’s  learn  fr-ojn  Whittlefey  mere  to  Guylilm, 
forty  feet  wade,  and  ten  miles  long, 

And  likcwife  made  a great  fafs  ^t  Well  creak-end, 
at  Salter’s  lode,  tp  keep  the  tides  out  of  that  river. 

And  to  tbe  end  they  might  accomplifh  this  fo  great 
undertaking,  and  preferve  the  works  after  compleated ; 

The  faid  earl  and  his  participants  did,  the  i oth 
of  Charles  I.  obtain  fetters  patent  of  incorporation, 
bearing  date  March  13,  1634,  which  being  accom- 
plifhed,  th^  works  alorelaid  were  carried  on ; and 
about  three  years  after,  in  a feflion  of  fcwers  holden 
at  Peterborough,  061ob.  }2,  Car.  13.  the  level  w^as 
adjudged  drained;  and  ninety-five  thoufand  acres 
were  fet  out  by  fix  or  mqre  commiffioners  unto  the 
faid  earl  of  Bedford,  his  heirs  and  affigns,  The 
charge  of  the  faid  work  to  the  faid  earl  and  his  par- 
ticipants haying  been  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 

But  notwitliflanding  this  great  expence,  it  was  evi- 
dently difeerned,  that  though  the  lands ‘ were  much 
improved  by  thofe  works,  yet  were  they  fubjed  to 
inundation,  efpecially  in  the  winter  feafon ; an^ 
therefore  in  a feffion  of  fevvers  held  at  Huntingdon, 
April  12,  tire  year  enfuing,  the  faid  earl  of  Bed-? 
ford’s  undertaking  was  adjudged  defedjve. 

Hereupon  king  Charles  I.  taking  this  bufinefs  into 
hia  princely  confideration,  and  forefccing  that  if  (this 
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level  of  four  huridred  thoufand  acres  could  be  made 
t winter  lands,  they  would  be  of  extraordinary  beneht 
to  the  commonwealth,  viz.  of  6oo,oool.  per  ann. 
value,  according  to  the  eflimation  of  fir  Cornelius 
\'ermuyden,  as  alfo  a certain  and'  great  revenue  to 
all  perfons  interelled;  his  majefty  was  therefore 
pleafed  to  undertake,  at  his  own  charge,  to  make  the 
level  winter  grounds. 

And  for  the  better  performing  thereof,  he  com- 
manded divers  perfons,  expert  in  fuch  adventures,  to 
gi\  c their  advice  how  thefe  lands  might  be  made  win- 
ter grounds. 

Amongfl  thefe  artifls  was  fir  Cornelius  Vermuy- 
den,  a Dutchman,  w'ho  had  purchafed  of  the  king 
the  level  of  Hatfield  chace;  one  half  of  which 
chace,  viz.  ninety  thoufand  acres  were  hurtfully 
drowned,  and  he  undertook  to  reduce  it  to  conllant 
arable  and  pafture  grounds,  and  which  he  at  laft 
did,  at  the  incredible  labour  and  charges  of  above 
four  hundred  thoufand  pounds.  They  all  agreed  that 
it  was  feafible,  but  differed  much  in  the  manner  or 
way  to  accomplifii  it.  Sir  Cornelius  Vermuyden’s 
fcheme  had  the  preference.  And  July  i8,  1638,  the 
king  w'as  declared  undertaker.  And  was  to  have 
not  only  thofe  ninety-five  thoufand  acres,  W’hioh  had 
been  fet  out  for  the  earl  of  Bedford,  but  alfo  fifty- 
'feven  thoufand  acres  more  from  the  country^  his  ma- 
jefly’s  defign  being  to  make  the  land  good  winter 
grounds. 

r*  ■ 

And  the  earl  of  Bedford,  in  confideratlon  of  the 
coft  he  had  been  at,  was  to  have  forty  thoufand  of 
the  ninety-five  thoufand  acres. 
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The  king,  to  manifeft  his  earned  and  real  purpofes 
for  the  fpeedy  draining,  caufed  feveral  Avorks  to  be 
done. 

But  here,  fays  Dngdale,  ^ve  come  to  a pei  iod  of 
this  excellent  prince’s  defigii.  'For  he  being  forced 
to  raife  an  army  againft  the  Scots  in  1638,  and  con- 
tinuing the  red  of  his  life  involved  in  an  nnnatnr^l 
war  at  home,  the  level  lay  neglefted,.  and  the  coun- 
try complaining  they  had  received  no  benefit  by  the 
draining,  they  entered  upon  the  •ninety-five  thou- 
fand  acres  again,  which  had  been  laken  from  them. 

Soon  as  the  king  was  dead,  (viz.  anno  1649) 
Francis  earl  of  Bedford,  and  his  participants,  made 
their  application  to  the  then  parliament,  and  had 
their  cafe  committed : . but  the  civil  war  hindering 
them  from  any  further  profecution  of  this  undertak- 
ing, it  occafioned  the'  works  made  by  him  and  by 
the  king,  to  decay  and  become  in  a great  meafure 
ulclcfs,  nor  were  there  any  new  works  made 

Until  1649,  William  earl  of  Bedford,  fon  and 
heir  to  the  late  Franqis,  being  willing  to  profecute  a 
w'ork,  wherein  his  father  had  been  fo  great  an  adven-' 
turer,  made  his  addrefs  in  behalf  of  himfelf  and 
others  his  participants,  to  the  convention  parliament 
at  Weflminfler.  And  he  obtained  an  a£l  (the  29th  of 
May  in  the  year  aforefaid)  entitled.  An  A5t  for  Drain- 
ing the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens,  See.  which  declared 
the  faid  William  carl  of  Bedford,  and  his  partici- 
pants, to  be  the  undertakers  of  the  work  of  drain- 
ing the  faid  great  level,  and  ordered,  “ That  they 
fhould  at,  or  before  the  loth  day  of  0£lober,  which 
fliould  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1656,  caufe  the 
lame  to  be  drained  and  imbanked  without  prejudice  to 
7iavigation  in  the  rivers  or  parts  adjacent;  and  all  the 
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Jatd  level  JJwuld  be  made  winter  ground,  in  fuck  manner 
as  the  Jaid  rivers,  or  any  of  them,  fiould  not  ovoflow 
the  grounds  within  the  Jaid  level.  And  for  hearing  the 
charge  of  draining,  and  maintaining  the  works  from  time 
to  time,  fiould  have  and  enjoy  he  faid  whole  ninety-fye 
t’toufand  acres,  as  the  fame  had  heretofore  been  fet 
forth  in  Oftober,  in  the  13th  year  of  the  reign  of 
the  late  king  Charles  I.  or  hereafter  fhould,  by  vir- 
tue of  this  a61:,  be  allotted,  See." 

And  as  Charles  I.  preferred  fir  Cornelius  Vermuy- 
den’s  feheme  for  draining,  and  followed  it  when  he 
imbanked  Morton’s-leam,  fetting  the  banks  in  fome 
places  a mile  afundcr,  for  the  waters  to  bed  in  ; fo 
did  the  earl  in  making  the  New  Bedford  river  and 
receptacle.  . 

But  this  pra£lice  Van  Weflerdyke,  who  was  fent 
for  to  view  the  fens,,  fays,  hr  Cornelius  could  gi\  e 
him  no  reafons  for.  And  John  Bavents  Welierdyke, 
>vho  viewed  the  fens  in  1650,  farther  fays,  “ Expe- 
rience will  Blew,  that  waters  kept  together  in  a body 
pals  fwiftly,  and  mend  their  channel ; but  divided 
and  difperled  pafs  away  very  flowly,  and  in  time  lofc 
their  channel.” — Atkins  is  of  this  opinion. 

Col,  Dodfon,  who  writ  a piece  for  draining,  (and 
was  direflor  of  the  Corporation  of  Adventurers  works) 
faith,  p.  7,  “ But  I wdfli  that  thole  banks  which  are 
npon  Bedford  river  and  Morton’s-leam  had  not  beeri 
placed  at  fo  great  diltance  one  from  another.”  And 
indeed  many  arguments  were  printed  againB  Ver- 
muvden’s  feheme,  and  againll  fetting  banks  of  rivers 
at  a great  dillance  afunder,  about  the  time  of  the 
undertaking  the  draining. 

J^Ir. 
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Mr.  Edmund  Scotton  wrote  a piece,  Jjititled-,  “ A 
delperate  ^ind  dangerous  defign  difcovered  coracemin^ 
the  fen  countries,”  in  anfwer  to  fir  Cornelius  Ver- 
inuyden’s  “ Difeourfe  touching  the  draining  of  the 
grei  fens,”  kc.  And  lord  Gorgss  declared  in  writ- 
ing, “ That  it  was  ever  his  opinion,  that  the  better 
tray  of  draining  this  South  Level  (for  whofe  beneht 
alone  the  Unices  wpre  intended)  is  by  banks  without 
any  fluices  at  all  at  Denver,  according  to  the  certain 
rules  of  draining,  which  is  to  imbank  all  rivers  and 
brook  waters  ; and  never  to  put  Unices  upon  fuch 
Waters  as  have  a continual  body  to  preferve  their 
channels  or  outfalls  from  filting  up  by  tides.” 

There  were  alfo  feveral  pieces  printed  about  this 
time  againft  fir^  Cornelius  Vermuyden’s  fcheme  by 
the  inhabitants  of  the  fens;  and  others  who. endea- 
voured to  prove  how  prejudicial  his  fcheme,  if  car- 
ried into  execution,  would  be  to  drainage  and  navi-> 
gation;  notwithUanding  wdiich,  A.  D.  ^650,  the  un- 
dertakers for  draining  the  fens  did  execute  that  fcheme, 
and  fluices  were  by  them  decreed  to  be  made  near 
Salter’s  lode,  crofs  the  river  Oufe,  beneath  the  mouths 
of  Stoke,  Brandon,  Mildenhall,  and  Grant  rivers,  to 
flop  the  tidal  flood  from  pyitting  into  any  of  them; 
and  alfo  the  New  Bedford,  river  was  decreed  to  be 
digged  from  Salter’s  lode  to  Erith,  in  length  twenty- 
one  miles;  and  fluices  were  alfo  by  the  faid  corpo- 
ration decreed  to  be  fet  down  crofs  the  old  channel 
of  Oufe  at  the  Hermitage  near  Erith,  to  turn  the  wa- 
ters out  of  their  ancient  courfe  down  the  faid  New 
Bedford  river,  according  to  fir  Cornelius  Vepnuy- 
den’s  projeft. 

We  cannot  help  obferving,  that  the  expence  of 
executing  this  artificial  fcheme  was  calculated  at  but 
Soool.  lefs  than  the  charge  would  have  been  of  im- 
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banking  the-  natural  rivers,  and  following  the  known 
fure  rules  of  draining ; and  there  was  fo  great  a di- 
vifion  amongfi;  the  adventurers  which ‘method  to  fol- 
low, that  the  majority  for  Iluicing  the  river  Oufc  was 
but  one  vote ; and  that  majority  was  occafioned  by 

the  private  interefl  of who  had  fome  lands  in 

the  South  Level. 

As  foon  as  the  corporations  of  the  univerfity  and 
town  of  Cambridge,  and  of  King’s  Eynn,  had  know^ 
ledge  of  this  decree  of  the  adventurers  to  erecf 
Iluices  crofs  the  great  river  Oufe,  they  being  appre- 
henfive  that  fuch  Iluices  would  utterly  deflroy  navi- 
gation, they  petitioned  the  commiffioners  that  were 
appointed  by  the  a£l  in  1649,  to  judge  between  the 
country  and  the  adventurers,  in  the  raofl  moving 
terras  againfl  fuch  Iluices  being  built. 

And,  continues  Mr.  Badeflade,  “ Notwithflanding 
all  thefe  reftraints,  remonftrances,  and  reafons  to  the 
contrary,  yet  in  oppofuion  to  the  laws  of  their  coun- 
try— to  the  rules  of  draining — to  their  own  a61  of 
parliament,  they  did  build  Iluices  crofs  the  ri\  er  of 
Great  Oufe,  at  Erith,  and  at  Denver  hithe.” 

Befides  repeated  petitions  from  Lynn  Regis  and 
Cambridge,  the  town  of  Brandon  and  borough  of 
Thetford  remonflrated  againft  the  erecting  of  Den- 
ver Iluice,  &c. 

The  adventurers,  to  juflify  themfelves  againll  the 
petitioners  complaints  before  tire  parliament,  made 
the  following  objections: 

- " That  inflead  of  die  old  little  rivers,  they  have 

given  another  new  river,  called  Bedford  River, 
which  is  as  large  and  open,  and  a receptacle  at 

“ leaft 
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lead  equivalent,  if  not  better  than  what  they  have 
“ taken  away:  that  the  tides  do  flow  as  high  into 
“ the  the  country  as  formerly,  with  this  advantage, 
“ that  they  flow  and  return  now  by  a ftrait  channel 
“ inflead  of  a crooked, 

" It  was  the  drynefs  of  the  feafon,  and  not  th.e 
“ undertakers  w'orks,  that  had  prejudiced  navigation  ; 
“ for  if  the  fprings  are  dry,  the  dream  mud  need* 

“ fail. ^That  the  city  of  London  do  not  petition 

“ in  regard  the  navigation  of  the  Thames  was  never 
“ fp  bad. 

“ The  commiflxoners  hearing  all  obje£lions,  and 
“ after  examination  of  witnelfes  upon  oath,  and  af- 
“ ter  their  own  view  upon  the  place,  have  adjudged 
“ the  fens  drained  according  to  the  a<d. 

“ It  was  proved  upon  the  adjudication,  that  full 
" as  much,  if  not  more,  frcfli  water  did  ruri  out  at 
“ Lynn  haven  as  formerly. 

“ The  raifing  the  price  of  water-carriage  was*  a 

contrivance  of  watermen,  and  fqme  of  ability  of- 
“ fered  to  carry  as  cheap  as  ever. 

“ In  former  tirnes  there  never  was  any  condant 
“ dimmer  navigation  to  Cambridge:  This  lad  fum^ 
“ mer  there  was. 

“ In  regard  the  petitions  of  Lynn  and  Cambridge 

tend  to  the  overthrowing  the  whple  work  of  drain- 
“ ing,  and  call  in  quedion  matters  of  fa6l  adjudged 
“ by  the  commiflioners  upon  their  view;  therefore 
“ the  petitioners  arc  not  to  be  relieved  even  in  par- 
“ liament.” 

When 
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When  Charles  II.  was  reftored  to  the  crown,  the 
ji^Is  of  the  late  lord  proteftor  became  invalid ; con- 
fequently  that  of  1 649,  under  colour  of  which  the 
works  complained  of  were  made,  was  no  longer  in 
force  : fo  that  the  undertakers  for  draininqr  flood 
upon  the  foot  of  the  law  made  by  the  cornmiflioners 
of  fewers,  annq  6 Car.  I.  ancl  became  fubjccl  to  the 
general  commifTign  of  fewers : which  perplexing  the 
faid  undertakers,  they  procured  an  aft  of  parliament 
the  15th  of  Car.  II.  entitled.  An  A cl  for  fettling  the 
Draining  of  the  great  Level  of  the  Fens,  called  Bedford 
Level ; by  wfiicji  they  \yere  incorporated  by  the  name 
of  “ The  Governor,  Bailiffs,  arid  Commonalty  of 
**  the  Company  of  Confervators  of  the  Great  Level 
" of  the  Fens,  called  Bedford  Level,  to  have  perpe- 
tual  fucceflion  for  ever.”,  And  it  is  therein  en^ 
afted-: ' 

“ That  the  Governor,  fix  Bailiffs,  and  twenty 
Confervators,  or  any  five  or  more,  fliould  be  Com- 
**  miffioners  of  Sewers  within  the  faid  Level,  and 
the  works  widtout  the  faid  Level,  for  conveying 
**  the  VV'^aters  of  the  faid  Level  to  fea. 

" That  no  other  Comrai  111  oners  of  Sewers  fliall 
“ intermeddle,  8cc.” 

• Upon  paffmg  this  aft,  the  town  of  Lynn  did,  by 
(lieir  reprefentatives,  oppofe  the  continuing  of  the 
clam  and  fluices  made  crofs  the  river  Oufe  at  Den- 
ver and  a:t  Erith,  and  they  procured  fome  favourable 
claufes  to  be  inferted  in  the  faid  aft. 

f 

The  corporation  of  Lynn  complained  to  ihefe 
conimiffioners,  anno  i66g,  ibyb,  and  1677,  of  the 
prejudices  done  to  their  navigation  by  the  faid  cor- 
poration of  fen-drainers,  and  reprefented  their  in- 

creahn^ 
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creafirig  Jaiiger  of  total  lofs  of  it ; but  c6uld  obtani 
*0  relief,  while  the  commiffioners  that  were  named 
in  the  a£i  lived.  And  as  they  died,  for  want  of  no- 
mination in  fucceflion,  as  mentioned  in  the  aforefaid 
of  parliament,  this  judicature  became  extin<a,  and 
the  remedies  p.refcribed  by  the  faid  a£l  conlequently 
determined. 

Several  affidavits,  and  other  evidences,  were  ad- 
duced, to  convince  parliament  how  much  Denver 
Iluice,  8cc.  had  effeded  the  decay  of  the  river,  have» 
and  channel,  at  and  below  Lynn. 

Edmund  Hooke,  efq.  mayor  of  King’s  Lynn,  ad- 
drelfed  a letter,  dated  Jan.  6,  1695,  to  the  duke  of 
Bedford,  then  governor  of  the  adventurers,  befeech- 
ing*  his  grace  to  ufe  his  influence  and  authority  with 
the  corporation  in  behalf  of  the  navigation.  This 
letter  was  delivered  by  fir  H.  Hobart,  of  Blicklingy 
R.  Walpole,  efq.  of  Houghton,  fir  John  Turner,  of 
l.vnn,  and  fir  Charles  Turner,  of  Warham ; but 
receiving  no  fatisfaftory  anfwer,  a bill  was  brought 
into  parliament  by  fir  Charles  Turner,  “ For  the 
better  prefervation  of  the  port  of  King’s  Lynn.”  As 
alfo  petitions  from  Marfiilatxl,  univeifity  and  bo- 
rough of  Cambridge,  borough  of  Thetlord,  St.  Ed- 
mund’s Bury,  Brandon,  Stoke,  and  many  towns  in. 
and  by  the  fouth  level.  The  bill  was  twice  read* 
and  oppofed  by  petitions  from  the  county  and  bo- 
rough of  Huntingdon,  Ely,  the  adventurers.  See. 
when,  after  council  and  witnefs  had  been  heard  on 
both  fides,  the  motion  for  comitutting  the  bill  paffed 
in  the  negative. 

T-hc  Hate  of  draining  remained  in  a precarious 
uncertainty  from  the  time  of  ere£ling  Denver  Iluices, 
at  7000!.  cxpencc,  ’till  they  were  undermined 

firff, 
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firft,  and  aftehvards  blown  up  and  deftroyed  by  the 
tides  from  fea,  annb  1713.  Badeflade  fays  the  Oufe 
at  Depver  hithe  was  formerly  one  hundred  and  fifty 
feet  wide,  whereas  the  water-way  through  the  fluices 
IS  now  only  eighty  feet.  The  fame  writer,  after 
enumerating  various  caufes  and  confcquences,  adds, 
“ By  that  power  (meaning  a claufe  in  an  a6l  of 
parliament,  authorifirig  the  adventurers  to  extend 
their  works  without  the  level)  were  Dehver  fluices 
built,  and  St.John’s  Eau  and  Tong’s  drain  made; 
which  works  have  almoft  deftroyed  the  Outfall  of  the 
river  Oufe,  the  draining  in  the  fens,  and  the  navi- 

. gation  of  Lynn.”* 

« 

Befides  the  works  of  draining  maintained  bv  the 
adventurers  in  the  north  and  middle  level,  the  cor- 
poration charge  themfelves  with  the  following  in  the 
iouth  level,  which  comprehends  all  the  fen-lands  call 
ol  the  Old  Bedford  river,  in  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  and 
Cambndgeffiire,  and  bears  a proporion  of  one  fev'cn- 
teenth  to  the  draining  taxes 

South  bank  of  the  river  Oufe,  from  the  hard  lands 
of  Swaeey,  &c.  to  the  Hermitage,  and  the  fafs  or 
iluice  there. 

The  river  called  New  Bedford  River,  from  the 
Hermitage  to  Salter's  lode,  with  the  banks,  forelands, 
wear-dikes  and  fluices  thereof. 

The  drain  that  leads  from  Ewei  fen  to  Audrey 
caufeway,  and  from  thence  into  the  Old  Oufe  at  Au- 
drey bridge. 

Grunty  fen  drain,  from  Grunty  fen  to  the  Old 
Oule,  at  Littleport  chair,  with  its  banks. 


f Badeflade, 


Part 


O' 
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t’art  of  Oid  Wclney  riveii 

Littleport  drain. 

Maid  lode  and  Modney  drain,  with  the  fluices  tcJ 
the  fame; 

The  drain  that  carries  away  Hogginton  brook, 
tvith  the  banks  to  be  raifed. 

The  river  Grant,  from  Clay  hithe  to  Harrimere, 
with  the  banks,  forelands,  wear-dikes,  and  , Unices 
thereof. 

T he  banks  of  Old  Oufe,  from  Harrimere  to  Chit-^ 
lerinsis. 

O 

The  new  long  drain  from  Wicken-higli  fen  to  the 
tunnel,  under  Soham  new  river,  and  lo  to  the  tunnel 
under  Mildenhall  river ; from  thence  to  the  tunnel 
under  Brandon  river,  and  fo  to  the  tunnel  under 
Stoke  river ; and  from  thence  through  Downham  Eau 
to  the  Iluice,'  at  the  lower  end  thereof  near  Stq,w 
bridge.  . 

The  eaft  banks  of  Oufe,  from  Harrimere  to  the 
Brick  fluice,  at  Prick-willow,  w'ithiii  the  wear-dike 
thereof. 

The  new  bank  on  the  weft  of  the  river  Oufe, 
from  Harrimere  to  Ely  high-bridge. 

The  drains  from  the  call  end  of  the  Adventurers’ 
lands,  taken  out  of  Soham  common,  to  the  wear- 
dike  of  Mildenhall  river. 

Mildenhall  river,  with  the  banks,  forelands,  and 
wear-dikes  thereof. 
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The  eaft  banks  of  the  river  Oufe,  from  Mildenhall 
tiver  to  the  fluice  at  the  lower  end  of  Mildenhall 
drain,  near  Littleport  chair. 

r 

Mildenhall  drain,  from  the  lall-mentioncd  flilice 
to  Mildenhall  common. 

t 

The  river  Oufe,  with  the  banks,  forelands,  wear- 
dikes,  fluiccs,  and  tunnels  thereof  from  Littleport- 
chair  to  Denver  dam,  excepting  the  fluices,  tunnels, 
and  water-works  heretofore  made  and  maintained  bjr 
Edmund  Skipwith,  efq.  deceafed,  and  other  particu-^ 
lar  owners  of  lands  within  or  near  the  faid  great  Ic- 
- Vel,  for  his  or  their  own  private  benefit. 

( 

Lakenheath  drain,  from  Wainsford  brook  to  the 
tunnel  under  Lakenheath  new  lode,  and  fo  to  the 
tunnels  under  Brandon  river. 

Brandon  river,  with  the  banks,  forelands,  and 
wear-dikes  thereto  belonging. 

Feltw’ell  drain,  to  its  outfall  into  die  river  of  Oufe 
at  Palmer  s houfe. 

r Sam’s  cut,  from  Feltwcll  to  the  river  Oufe. 

Stoke  river,  with  die  banks,  forelands,  wear-dikes 
and  fluices. 

A tunnel  under  Methwold  lode  for  the  draining 
»f  Northwold  fens. 

Roxham  drain,  with  the  banks  thereof. 

^ J * 

Thefe  works  and  drains  are,  from  time  to  time, 
preferved  and  uiaintaiiitd  at  the  cofls  and  diarges  of 
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the  faid  corporarion  and  their  fucceflbrs, . owners  of 
the  faid  ninety-five  thoufand  acres  mentioned  in  the 
aft  of  the  1 5th  of  Charles  II.  and  not  by  the  owners 
of  any' of  the  lands  within  the  faid  great  level,  other 
than  of  the  faid  ninety-fi^^e  thoul'and  acres  ; except 
in  cafes  where  particular  contrafts  have  been  made 
by  the  faid  corporationf. 

The  only  polTible  means,  fays  Badelladc,  of  mak- 
ing the  tides  and  frefltcs  capable  (as  they  heretofore 
were)  of  working  thefc  ufeful  and  defirablc  effefts,  is 
to  give  nature  her  ^vay,  and  to  affift  her  where  need- 
ful; as  is  ad^•ifcd  by  the  honourable  Col.  John 
Armftrong,  his  majelly’s  now  engineer-general,  in 
the  report  he  made  to  the  R4ght  Hon.  Robert  Wal- 
pole, cfq.  and  to  the  Right  Hon.  Henry  earl  of  Lin- 
coln, the  12th  of  May,  1724,  viz. 


“1.  To  open  the  Old  Oufe  from  Harrimere  to 
Flei  m 1 tage,  near  Erith,  to  its  ancient  breadth  and 
depth ; and  with  the  earth  that  comes  out  ol  it,  to 
form  banks  on  the  fides  thereof,  to  prevent  the  land- 
floods  or  frefhes  o\'erflowing  the  adjacent  lands  in 
the  winter. 

2.  To  remove  the  gravels  near  Stretham,  or 
wherever  elfc  they  are  to  be  found  in  the  river  Oufe, 
or  other  impediments,  to  the  end  the  land-floodsi 
whenever  they  defeend,  may  find  out  a quick  palTao-c 

to  lea,  and  carry  off  all  the  filt  and  land  they  .n'met 
in  tlicir  way.  , ' 


3- 


To  take  up  the  remains  of  Denver  Unices 
ov  make  a new  cut  juft  by  them,  to  render  the  river 

and  wide)  in  this  place  one  hundred 

t;  ^ cet  wide,  as  it  lormerly  vvas ; fo  that  the 
des  may  have  full-  liberty  to  flow  up  by  the  Oufe 

^ into 

t Fortrey,  anno  1685, 
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into  their  ancient  receptacles,  viz.  the  rivers  Stoke, 
Brandon,  Mildenhall  and  Grant,  which  will  contain 
a fufheient  indraught  of  back-water  for  deepening 
the  Oufe  upon  its  return,  and  thereby  reftoring  its 
navigation  within  land;  as  well  as  giving  the  land- 
floods,  when  they  defeend,  a fw'ifier  pall'age  to  dif- 
charge  themfelves  by  the  port  of  Lynn  into  the  fea, 

“ 4.  To  fake  up  the  fluice,  or  fafs,  now  at  the 
Hermitage  upon  the  river  Oufe  near  Erith,  and  if  it 
fliall  be  thought  necelTary,  to  fet  it  down  again  in 
the  New  Bedford  river,  or  one  hundred  feet  cut  near 
the  faid  Hermitage,  for  the"  benefit  of  navigation 
only.  And  thereby  to  fend  the  land-floods  dowm 
the  ri\  cr  Oufe,  their  natural  channel,  which  muft  as 
afore-mendioned  have  good  effe61;  and  prevent  their 
defeending  for  the  future  by  the  New  Bedford  river, 
and  running  unnaturally,  as  they  for  fome  years  pad 
have  been  obferved  to  clo,  (for  many  days  together) 
to  the  great  damage  of  the  river  Oufe ; and  ^ if  not 
timely  remedied,  will  be  the  total  deftruftion  of  na- 
vigation upon  that  river,  and  the  other  rivers  up- 
ward towards  Cambridge,  as  it  is  already  that  of 
Draining. 

“ By  this  method,  I am  humbly  of  opinion,  that 
the  land-floods,  or  freflies,  being  turned  into  the  ri- 
ver Oufe,  their  natural  channel,  joined  to  the  reflux 
of  the  tide ; which  will  now  have  a much  larger  in- 
draught for  a back-water,  than  it  hath  had  for  many 
years  before ; will  infallibly  deepen  the  Oufe  in  a 
very  little  time  to  its  ancient  depth,  by  driving  but 
to  fea  the  land  and  filt  with  which  it  is  now  very 
near  choaked  up ; and  thereby  not  only  render  all 
the  fens  capable  of  being  drained  effedually,  but  all 
the  rivers  that  fall  into  it,  will  be,  by  being  deepened, 
made  capable  of  carrying  as  large  barges  or  boats  as 

ever 
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ever  they  did  heretofore  ; and  befidcs,  it  will  deepen 
and  clear  out  the  haven  of  Lynn,  and  the  channel 
from  thence  down  to  fea. 

“JOHN  ARMSTRONG.” 

May  10,  1724. 

And  it  is  Mr.  Badefladc’s  firm  opinion,  “ Th^C 
thefe  fens,  though  now  they  be  totally  drowned,  -will 
fome  few  ages  hence  (if  the  method  propofed  by 
Col.  Armflrong  be  executed)  become  good  meadow 
land/’ 

A deputation  from  Lynn  waited  on  the  corporation 
of  adventurers  at  Ely,  Auguft  1724,  with  Col.  Arm- 
flrong’s  report : at  the  fame  time  Mr.  Charles  Bridg- 
man prefented  a report  and  feheme  on  the  part  of 
the  adventurers,  which  they  foon  after  gave  up,  yet 
did  not  adopt  the  other. 

Mr.  Badeflade’s  feheme,  printed  in  1729,  “The 
method  to  drain  the  fens  I humbly  conceive  mult 
be  : 


“ To  do  with  the  Oufif,  what  nature  hath  done 
to  all  other  rivers,  and  what  Ihe  would  have  done  to 
this  new  one,  if  Ihe  had  had  as  many  ages  for  her 
operations  here,  as  fire  hath  had  on  the  old  rivers. 

“ To  make  the  Oufe  wide  in  proportion  to'it? 
length,  and  in  proportion  to  the  waters  that  fhould 
be  conveyed  through  it  to  fea. 

To  make  this  river  that  hath  not  had  this  vaft 
confluence  of  waters  lead  to  it  above  fix  or  feven 
hundred  years,  and  great  pj^rt  of  that  time  hath  been 
oburu6ied  by  fluiccs,  and  not  only  confined  from 

f 2 ' being 
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being  worn  wider  by  the  water  at  the  four  bridges, 
but  h^th  been  encroached  upon  and  made  narrow, 
and  is  the  narrowefl  ri\  cr  in  the  world  for  its  length. 
To  make  this  river  as  wide  in  fome  mcafure,  as  it 
would  ha^'e  been  if  all  thefe  waters  (that  have  this 
courfe  in  default  of  their  former  outflill}  had  had 
‘ their  courfe  through  it  originally.  ' 

“ To  make  this  river  that  hath  more  land  to 
drain,  and  hath  more  frefli  water  to  convey  to  'fea 
than  hath  the  Thames,  in  fome  meafurc  capacious 
like  the  Thames. 

A 

“To  make  the  river  Oufe,  from  Denver  to  fea- 
ward,  wide  enough  to  receive  and  convey  through  its 
banks  the  high-country  frcflies,  which  for  want  of 
room  to  get  to  fea  in  reafonable  time,  do  overflow 
and  hurtfully  furround  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens.” 

MelTrs.  Chichelcy,  Kinderley,  See.  in  a feheme 
publilhed  in  1721,  propofed  making  the  outfall  iiar~ 
7'ower,  in  order  to  drain  the  fens. 

I 

Capt.  Perry  propofed,  Feb.  6,  1729,  Iluicing  the 
Oufe  in  many  places,  in  order  to  drain  the  fens  by 
artificial  J ewers. 

According  to  a furvey  delivered  by  Mr.  William 
Hayward,  upon  oath,  July  13,  1603,  th,e  whole  of 
the  fen-lands  in  the  Great  Bedford  Level  amount  to 
three  huixlred  and  feven  thoufand  two  hundred  and 
forty-two  acres. 

The  particular  quantities  and  qualities  ' of  the 
eighty-three  thoufand  acres,  forted,  rated  and  valued, 
' by  the  commifTioncrs  under  the  20th  of  Charles  II. 

fhewing  the  quantity  of  land  of  each  of  the  eleven 
- ' ‘ forts, 
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forts,  and  Iiow  much  each  fort  raifes  on  a fingle  tax. 
Tlic  other  twelve  thoufand  acres,  called  the  King  s 
Land,  and  the  two  thoufand  acres,  called  the  Earl 
of  Portland’s  Lands,  are  taxed  at  fihecn  pence  per 
acre,  when  the  eighty-three  thoufand  acres  are  rated 
at  a fingle  tax  and  a quarter  of  a fingle  tax ; but  that 
fum  is  increafed  in  proportion  with  the  eighty-three 
thoufand  acres,  when  they  arc  taxed  higher  than  a 
tax  and  a quarter ; decreafcd,  in  the  lame  proportion, 
when  they  arc  taxed  lower, 


Sorts  Tax. 

A. 

R. 

p. 

* 

D. 

£■ 

s. 

d. 

1. 

4 

7591 

0 

0 

1 26 

10 

4 

2. 

8 

17710 

2 

0 

590 

7 

0 

3- 

1 2 

26715 

1 

0 

^335 

H 

0 

4- 

16 

22628 

0 

0 

1508 

10 

8 

5- 

20 

4642 

2 

0 

386 

17  ' 

6 

6. 

24 

1670 

3 

0 

; 167 

1 

6 

7- 

28 

789 

0 

0 

92 

1 

0 

8. 

32 

447 

a 32 

59 

14 

0 

9- 

36 

368 

0 

0 

55 

4 

0 

10. 

40 

53 

0 

0 

8 

16 

8 

11. 

44 

384 

0 

8 

70 

8 

0 

83000 

0 

0 

4401 

5 

8 

■ The  amount  of  a whole  tax  on  the 
eighty-three  thoufand  acres,  cxclu- 
five  of  the  twelve  thoufand  acres  440 158 
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At  a meeting  held  the  third  of  November,  1774, 
at  the  Shire-hall  at  Ely,  purfuant  to  advertifement, 
to  take  the  fenfe  of  the  country  refpefling  the  difljef- 
led  hate  of  the  Middle  and  South  Levels ; the  coun- 
try then  , prefent  did  requefl  the  corporation  to 
make  an  appfication  to  the  parliament,  to  im- 
pofe  a temporary  tax,  not  exceeding  fix-pence  per 
acre,  to  continue  not  longer  than  feven  years,  upon 
all  the  adventurers  and  free-lands  in  the  Middle  and 
South  Levels,  together  with  a tax  on  the  tonnage  of 
navigation  carried  through  the  laid  levels;  for  the 
effc£lual  draining  and  preferving  the  fame,  by  fuch 
ways  and  means  as  fliould  be  agreed  on  between  the 
country  and  corporation,  to  be  fpccified  in  the  a6l 
to  be  obtained  for  that  purpole : which  faid  rcfolu- 
tion  was  taken  into  conlidcration  at  the  annual  April 
meeting  of  the  corporation,  holden  at  Ely  this  day, 
and  it  was  then  agreed,  that  a fura  fhould  be  railed, 
equal  to  the  amount  of  fixpence  per  acre,  upon  the 
free-lands  within  the  Middle  and  South  Levels,  (com- 
mons excepted)  to  be  proportionably  affelfed,  accord- 
ing to  the  different  value  thereof,  to  be  effimated  by 
the  general  acre  tax,  to  which  the  adjacent  adventure 
lands  are  now  fubjeff ; and  alfo  that  two-pence  an 
acre  fliould  be  raifed  upon  the  commons,  without 
any  regard  to  their  value.  Which  taxes  Ihall  be 
continued  for  feven  years,  and  no  longer;  and  be 
applied  to  the  General  Drainage. 

The  terras  upon  which  the  above  taxes  are  agi'eed 
to  be  raifed,  are  as  folloivs : 

Firjl,  That  the  corporation  fliall  affefs  the  adven- 
ture-lands, at  a tax  and  an  half,  during  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  aforefaid  new  taxes. 

Secondly,  That  a further  tax,  equal  to  the  amount 
of  fix-pence  per  acre,  fliall  be  raifed . upon  all  the 

adventure 
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adventure-lands,  by  a gradual  acre  tax,  in  the  like 
manner  as  their  prefent  taxes  ^re  raifed. 

Thirdly.  That  a tonnage  be  laid  upon  all  goods 
carried  to  Lynn  and  Wifbech  by  water,  out  of  the 
countr)%  and  from  Lynn  and  Wifbech  up  into  the 
country.  The  ciuantum  of  which  tonnage  is  pro- 
pofed  to  be  fettled  between  the  corporation  and  the 
merchants  and  others  interefled  therein. 

Fourthly,  That  the  tJxes  to  be  raifed  on  '■  the  free- 
lands  fhall  be  applied  to  the  purpofes  of  this  a^l, 
under  the  dire5;ion  of  a committee  to  be  chofen  by 
the  owners  of  fuch  free-iands. 

The  works  intended  to  be  done  will  be  fet  out 

and  particularly  defcribed  in  the  bill  to  be  offered  to 

parliament,  copies  whereof  will  be  tiinely  difhibuted 

throughout  the  country. 

/ 

The  great  works  propofed  to  be  done  arc, 

Firjl,  To  obtain  a fufficient  outfall  to  fea,  near 
Lynn,  by  fuch  methods  as  was  formerly  propofed  by- 
Mr.  Kinderley,  or  by  fuch  other  means  as  ilmll  be 
judged  more  advifabfe,  .by  able  engineers  : next,  to 
deepen  the  great  rivers,  to  wit,  the  river  from  Wif- 
bech  to  Standground;  the  Old  and  New  Bedford ; 
the  rivers  Nene,  Oufe,  Mildenhall,  Brandon,  and 
Stoke ; and  afterwards  to  do  fuch  other  works,  as 
fhall  be  for  the  “ benefit  of  navigation  and  drainage.” 

Each  level  to  have  the  benefit  of  its  own  taxes,  and 
the  tonnage  for  making  good  the  great  outfalls. 

Bublifliedby  order  of  the  Board,  April  20,  1775. 

f 4 M.. 
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* 

Mr.  William  Elllobb,  in  his  obfevvations  on  the 
foregoing  refolutions,  printed  in  1 7 76,  fays:  “And 
as  thefe  ninety-five  thoufand  acres  were  allotted  up- 
on thofe  conditions,  it  became  necelfary  to  charge 
them  with  an  annual  taxation,  and  as  at  firll  the 
whole  was  confidered  as  one  fmgle  plot,  the  land 
was  promifcuoufly  rated  by  an  acre-tax ; but  after- 
wards for  the  more  orderly  management  and  better 
regulation,  the  whole  traft  was  divided  into  three 
diflind  diftrifts,  or  levels,  viz.  the  North  Le\  el,  the 
Middle  Level,  and  the  South  Level.  And,  in  the 
taxation;  the  lands  were  rated  according  to  their  fe- 
veral  different  qualities,  by  a gradual  and  proportion- 
al acre-tax,  of  eleven  different  forts  or  degrees,  in 
luch  a manner,  that  when  the  annual  tax  upon  the 
tvhole 


95000  acres  amounts  to  — 

£• 

5051 

•s, 

7 

rf. 

2 

It  is  called  a fingle  tax,  out  of  which 

- 

the  North  Level  paid  - — 

6<21’ 

14 

8i 

And  the  Middle  and  South  Levels 

4429 

1 2 

And  .when  the  faid  lands  are  rated  in 

fuch  a manner  as  they  call  a tax 

> 

and  one-fourth,  the  whole  amount 

is  — — — 

6314 

3 

1 1 

Out  of  which  the  North  Level  paid 

777 

3 

4§ 

And  the  Middle  and  South  Levels 

5537 

0 

64 

And  this  is  faid  to  have  been  a pretty 
ufual  tax. 

When  the  aforefaid  lands  are  rated  at 
a tax  and  a half,  which  is  lome- 
• thing  more  than  common,  the  whole 

amount  is  — — 7577^9 

Out 
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£,  s.  d. 

Out  of  which  the  North  Level  paid  932  12  of 

And  die  Middle  and  South  Levels ' 664^  8 Si 

Thefe  taxes  ufed  to  be  employed  to 
the  fupport  and  maintenance,  and 
making  fuch  new  works  as  were 
thought  necelTary,  in  any  or  all  the 
levels  indilferently,  or  as  occafion 
might  require,  and  fhe  fccur;ty  of 
money  bonoived  relied  upon  the 
whoR  revenue  incliferiminately,  ’till 
about  the  yea^'  1 728,  the  North  Le- 
vel was  put  upon  a feparate  manage- 
ment from  the  other  two,  at  which 
time  it  is  faid  the  corporation  bond 
debts  amounted  to  — • 16300  0 a 

And  that  horn  that  time  to  Lady-day, 

1752,  there  was  borrowed  for  the 
fervice  of  the  Middle  and  South 
Levels  — — 15S40  o o 

So  that  the  whole  of  the  corporation 

debt  at  Lady-day,  1732,  was'  32140  o o 

“ What  the  flate  of  their  finances  may  have  been 
hnce  that  time,  I cannot  take  upon  me  to  determine. 
1 lliall  only  obferve,  that  though  the  North  Leyel 
was  then  under  a feparate  management,  yet  its  taxes 
were  not  under  any  particular  appropriation  till  about 
the  year  17  53,  when  an  aft  ol  parliament  was  ob- 
tained for  approprialmg  than  to  the  foie  ufe  of  that 
Uvd,  to  fix  them  at  a certain  determinate  limitation 

ol  a tax,  or 1 and  to  difengage  them  from  all 

obligations  for  money  borrowed,  or  that  had  been 
borrowed  by  the  corporation  before  that  time ; and 

from 
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from  that  time  the  faid  level  was  to  be  entirely  taken 
from  the  diredion  of  the  corporation,  and  to  be  put 
under  the  diredion  of  certain  commiffioners  nomi- 
nated for  that  purjiofe,  under  which  diredion  it  now 
Rands. 

“ In  all  ordinary  cafes  of  contra^,  it  is  looked 
upon,  that  the  work  undertaken,  fliould  be  com- 
pleted for  the  reward  ftipulated  and  the  recompence 
given. 

\ 

0 

“ But  after  more  than  an  hundred  years  enjov- 
ment  of  the  reward,  the  country  are  now  told  by 
the  undertakers,  that  the  work  cannot  be  compleated 
' without  further  aid  and  affillance. 

“ Perhaps  it  may  be  faid,  that  one  of  the  great 
works  intended  to  be  done,  is  the  making  of  a new 
llrait  cut  from  fome  where  near  St,  Germans,  or  St. 
Peter’s,  to  Lynn,  as  was  formerly  propofed  bv  John 
Chicheley,  efq,  and  lately  by  Mr.  Kinderiey,  which 
it  is  apprehended  will  be  of  advantage  to  trade  and 
navigation,  for  which  reafon  all  perfons  interefted  in 
trade-  and  commerce  ous:ht  to  be  contributors. 

O 

“ All  this  appears  to  be  ecjuitable  and  right,  pro- 
vided they  could  be  fully  fatisfied  they  fliould  ob- 
tain the  advantage  which  Mr.  Kinderlev  and  fome 
others  arc  of  opinion,,  would  arife  from  it ; but  fome 
able  engineers,  as  Badellade,  8cc.  See.  are  of  a con- 
trary opinion,  and  think  fuch  a cut  w'ouldbe  preju- 
dicial ; and  fome  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  unneceffa- 
ry,  and  that  the  prefent  channel  might  at  a Ids  ex- 
pcnce  be  lo  amended,  as  to  anfwer  the  purpofe  of 
draining  as  well  as  navigation*.”  ' 


The 
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The  fame  writer  infills,  that  the  improvement 
and  fccuritv  of  the  great  level  of  the  fens,  “ depends 
upon  two  principal  circumdances. 

“ The  firli  is  the  conveying  the  high-land  and 
foreign  waters  through  them,  as  much’ under  foil, 
as  calmly,  and  as  expeditioully  as  poffibie. 

“ This  can  only  be  done  by  large  and  deep  ri- 
vers, with  banks  fet  at  moderate  diftanccs,  to  fcreen 
and  flielter  the  water  running  between  them,  from' 
the  violent  force  of  the  wind,  according  to  the  fenti- 
ments,  and  upon  the  lame  principles,  as  thofe  ad- 
vanced by  Van  Scotten,  Wellerdyke,  and  almoll  all 
the  engineers  that  have  wrote  fmce  their  time  upon 
the  fubjeri. 

“ The  feeond  W'ay,  is  to  make  feparate  drains, 
channels  and  tunnels,  where  necelfary  to  lead  away 
the  downfall  waters,  to  fome  lower  part  of  the  prin- 
cipal rivers,  or  to  fome  feparate  outfall  by  themfelves.” 

■*  As  to  the  intended  new  cut,  I have  Only  to  add, 
that  in  my  humble  opinion,  the  bringing  it  into  the 
old  river  a little  below  Germans,  as  propoled  by 
Mr.  Kindcrley,  would  anfwer  all  the  experied  pur- 
pofes,  as  well,  as  carrying  it  up  to  St.  Peters  ; will 
cut  through  lefs  land,  and  be  attended  with  Id's  ex- 
pence, and  the  old  channel  may  be  almoll  as  ealily 
darned  over  there,  as  more  upward ; for  in  my 
humble  opinion,  darned  up  it  mull  be,  or  otherwife 
in  a little  time  the  two  channels  will  Ipoil  each 
other.” 


February  lo,  1777,  the  petition,  which  is  now 
the  lubjeri  of  public  controverfy,  was  prefented  to 
tha-iioule  of  Commons  by  fir  John  Hinde  Cotton; 

the 


9 
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'the  prayer  of  which  nms  thus:  “ Your  petitioners 

“ humbly  pray  this  honourable  houfc,  that  leave 
“ may  be  given  to  bring  in  a bill,  for  preferving  the 
“ drainage  of  the  Middle  and  South  Levels,  and 
“ the  fevcral  navigations  through  the  fame;  and  for 
“ irapofing  taxes  on  the  lands  within  the  laid  levels, 
“ and  laying  tolls  on  goods  conveyed  by  the  faid 
“ navigations,  in  order  to  raife  further  necelfary  iunds 
“ for  that  purpofe.”,  , 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  petition  was  refer- 
red, having  examined  records,  eftiraates,  8cc  made 
tiieir  report  the  21ft  of  March  following.  Amongft 
the  many  evidences  brought  before  them, 

“ Mr.  Thomas  Hogard,  an  engineer,  being  exa- 
mined, faid,  that  the  rain  and  Ipring  waters,  out  of 
part  of  the  counties  of  Northampton,  Norfolk,  Suf- 
folk, Lincoln,  Cambridge,  Huntingdon,  Bucking- 
ham, Hertford,  and  Effex,  have  their  courfe  by  na- 
tural rivers  to  the  fea  af  Lynn  and  Wifbcch,  tlrro’ 
the  Bedford  level. 

“ Mr,  John  Wing,  being  examined,  faid,  that  the 
adventure-lands  and  the  frce-lands  are  equally  liable 
to  be  overflowed ; and, 

“ Charles  Nalfon  Cole,  efq.  re'giher  to  the  Bed- 
ford Level  Corporation,  informed  your  committee, 
that,  fmee  the  palling  of  the  a(H:  of  the  15th  year  of 
king  Charles  II.  aboA  e five  hundred  thouland  pounds 
have  been  exjoended  on  the  three  levels  by  the  laid 
corporation,  and  that  a lingle  tax  produces  about 

lour  thouland  pounds  a year. 

♦ , 

“ Your  committee  then  examined  Mr.  John  Brown ; 
who  informed  diem,  that  the  loll  tax,  which  was 

one 
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one  vvliole  tsx  cind.  3,n  liJilf,  wss  Icucl  on  tlie  3.d.ven— 
lure-lands  widiin  the  middle  and  foutli  levels  for 
662SI.  ys.  but  he  could  not  fay  how  much  it  pro- 
duced ; ' that  the  corporation  arc  not  limited  in  rc- 
o-ard  to  taxation  ; that  the  taxes  on  the  adventurers 
fands  have  been  fo  high,  as  to  induce  the  proprie- 
tors of  near  one-fixth  part  of  tltc  whole  to  abandon 
their  property  rather  than  pay  the  fame ; that,  in  the 
year  1750,  upwards  of  four  thoufand  acres  w^erc 
fo  abandoned,  and  upw-ards  of  eight  thoufand  thrown 
up  before  were  veiled  in  the  corporation,  and  in 
1 7 63  upwards  of  ten  thoufand  acres  were  in  the  in- 
vellcd  roll,  and  put  up  by  the  corporation  to  be  lett 
for  a year;  that  in  1763  the  tax  was  laid  for  5523I. 

1 2S.  6d.  and  was  one  whole  tax  and  an  half ; that 
the  ten  thoufand  acres- w'ere  not  put  up  in  one  lot; 
that  the  invefled  lands  are  lett  by  public  auction  at 
each  April,  and  for  one  year  only  ; that  no  lands  arc 
ever  veiled  in  the  corporation  when  they  wall  pay 
the  taxes  on  them ; and  that,  when  they  are  fo  in- 
vched,  the  corporation  cannot  fell  them  without  the 
aid  of  parliament ; that  he  has  heard  from  one  of 
.the  members  of  the  Bedford  Level  Corporation,  and  . 
has  good  reafon  to  believe,  that  there  will  be  a great- 
er number  of  acres  thrown  up  at  the  next  April 
meeting  than  ever  was  known.”  And  being  afked, 
“ Whether  the  corporation  had  contracted  any  debts 
on  account  of. the  middle  and  fouth  levels;”  he 
faid,  They  had,  aniounting  to  38,000!.  befides 
expending  the  taxes ; that  the  faid  debt  has  been 
ever  fmee  the  commencement  in  contraclins;,  *arid  is 
over  and  above  feveral  furns  given  up  to  the  corpo- 
ration.” 

. ^ “ Mr.  Cole  being  afked,  “ Wtiethcr  the.  corpora- 
tion, by  letting  and  felling  invefled  lands,  had  reim- 
builed  themlelvcs  the  lums  laid  thereon  in  taxes?” 

' . fofo, 


70"  HUNDRED  AND  HALF 

faid,  “ They  had  not,  and  that  he  did  not  know 
the  number  of'  acres  at  prefent  veflcd  in  the  corpora- 
tion for  non-payment  of  the  taxes.” 


“ IVIr  Thomas  Hogard  being  further  examined, 
faid,  “ That,  by  improvements  in  agriculture,  the 
downfall  is  communicated  to  the  fcvcral  brooks  and 
rivers,  and  by  the  amendments  of  the  roads  great 
quantities  of  water  are  conveyed  through  the  level 
to  the  fea.”  And  being  afked,  “ Whether  that  ad- 
ditional water  from  the  upland  country  would  not 
incrcafe  the  ftream,  and  deepen  the  rivers ; he  faid, 

“ It  would,  if  the  banks  were -kept  up;  but  that, 
if  they  are  broke  down,  the  adjacent,  country  would  i 
be  overflowed.” 

V 

“ In  order  to  fliew  the  date  of  the  navigation  on 

O 

the  feveral  rivers  running  through  the  faid  level,  Mr. 

- James  Golborne  w’as  examined ; who  gave  your  com- 
mittee an  account,  “ That,  between  the  4th  of  May, 
1776,  and  the  3d  of  February,  1777,  there  had 
pafied,  on  the  Hundred-Foot  River,  two  thoufand 
fix  hundred  and  nine-two  boats  and  lighters,  cariy'’- 
ing  together  twenty-four  thoufand  five  hundred  and 
fixuy-four  tons  of  goods;  and  that  altogether  one 
thoufand  two  hundred  and  fixty-five  pretty  large 
horfes  had  paffed  along  the  banks,  employed  in  hal- 
ing the  fame ; that,  in  the  fame  time,  there  had 
paffed  through  Denver  fluice,  on  the  Oufe,  feven 
thoufand  and  feventy  boats  and  lighters,  conveying 
fifty-four  thoufand  five  hundred  and  eighty-two  tons 
of  goods,  and  haled  by  three  thoufand  fix  hundred 
and  ninety-four  horfes ; and  on  the  Nene  and  Old 
Bedford  rivers  in  the  fame  time,  four  thoufand  one 
hundred  and  one  boats  and  lighters,  conveying  thir- 
ty-two thoufartd  two  hundred  and  thirty-nine  tons 
of  goods,  and  haled  by  two  thoufand  and  fifty-nine 

horfes ; 
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lioiTcs  ; that  there  had  paflTed  Standgrcmnd  fluice  on 
die  Nene,  from  the  i6th  of  May,  1776,  to  the  2d 
of  February,  1777,  three  thoufand  fix  hundred  and 
feventeen  boats  and  lighters,  conveying  twenty-three 
thoufand  five  hundred  and  three  tons  of  goods,  and 
lialed  by  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  eleven 
horfes.”  And  being  alked,,  “ Whether  the  banks 
of  the  fald  rivers  are  damaged  by  the  horfes  employ- 
ed in  haling  velTcls  going  upon  them he  faid, 
“ They  are,  very  greatly ; that  the  horfes  do  not 
draw  in  a right  line  one  behind  the  other,  but  oblique- 
ly, and  fo  cover  a larger  fpace,  and  do  more  damage 
than  would  be  done  by  common  dratving ; and  that 
there  is  not  to  his  knowledge  any  cornpenfation  made 
to  the  Bedford  Level  Corporation  for  the  damage  1q 
done.” 


“ Mr.  Hogard  being  defired  to  deferibe  the  length 
of  each  particular  bank,  of  which  the  faid  one  hun- 
dred and  feventy  miles  is  compoled,  he  gave  the 
committee  the  following  hate  of  them: 

Miles 

The  fouth  bank  and  Morton’s  learn  — 12 


The  Ou'fe  from  Denver  Iluice  to  the  Hermitage 
'Ihe  river  Cam  from  Clay  hithe  to  Harrimere 
Well  creak  — — — . 

Irom  Well  creak  to  Ramfey  lode  — 

Whittlefey  dike  ’ — — • 

The  Forty-foot  drain  — — 

The  Old  Bedford  — — _ 

The  New  Bedford  — 

Swafey  bank  — — , 

Stoke  river  bank  — ^ 

Brandon  river  bank  — - 

Mildcnhall  bank  — 


29 

9 

7 

20 


21 

21, 


.5 

9- 

10 

10 


i.jo 

\ 


HUNDRED  AND  HALF 


“ Mr.  Knowles,  and  Mr.  Cole,  being  furdier  ex- 
amined,- faid,  “ That  the  mills  have  been  the  caufc 
of  almofl  the  dcilru61ion  of  the  country.” 

“ Mr.  Hogard  being'  afked,  “ Whether  he  con- 
cened  it  to  be  necefTaiy  to  embank  all  the  rivers  in 
the  level;”  he  faid,  “He  did;  and  that  he  had 
made  an  eRimate  of  the  whole  expence.”  And  be- 
ing afked,  “ Whether,  if  tiie  rivers  were  imbanked, 
it  woidd  be  necclhiiy  to  have  drains  to  convey  the 
■water  into  them  ;”  he  faid,  “ It  certainly  would, 
but  whether  thole  are  uorks  to  be  done  by  the  cor- 
poration, or  particular  land-owners,  he  did  not 
know.”  And  being  afked,  “ What  would  be  the 
expence;”  he  faid,  “His  eRimate  amounts  to  one 
hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  pounds  including  the 
fum  of  trventy-eight  thoufand  pounds  for  making 
Kinderlv’s  cut ; that,  if  the  rivers  were  imbanked, 
the  floods  might  rife  higher  in  them  than  they  do 
new,  but  they  would  run  off  fooner ; that,  if  the 
banks  \vcre  to  be  calculated  merely  for  the  ufe  of 
the  navigation,  and  not  to  keep  out  the  floods,  they 
might  be  made  at  lefs  expence ; but  that  fuch  banks 
would  certainly  be  foon  waflied  away.”  Being  afk- 
ed, “ What  he  thought  would  be  the  confequence 
to  the  level,  if  the  great  river  banks  were  to  be  loR;” 
faid,  “ The  low-lands  would  be  drowned,  and  the 
navigation  JoR.”  And  he  then  delivered  in  to  your 
committee,  cRimates  of  the  expence  of  executing 
the  works  propofed  to  be  done  in  the  middle  and 
fouth  levels,  being  part  of  the  Bedford  great  level ; 
and  alfo  an  eRunate  of  the  expcnce  of  deepening  the 
New  Bedford  or  Hundred-Foot  River,  and  repair- 
ing the  fouth  bank  thereof,  from  Hermitage  to  Den- 
ver Iluice;  and  likewife  a plan  of  the  intended 
works,  all  figncd  by  himfclf.  And  being  afked, 
“ Whether  he  thought  Denver  Ruicc  an  obRriuRion 
to  the  palfagc  of  the  >vatcrs  of  the  Ibuth  level;  he 
. faid. 
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faid,  “ He  did  not;  tliat  he  could  not  tell  how  low 
the  ancient  bottom  of  that  fluice  was,  but  that  it  is 
how  lower  than  the  bed  of  the  river ; that  he  judged 
lb  from  ha\'ing  feen  a great  many  roots  of  trees 
dragged  out  of  the  Oufe  above  the  llu’ice,  which  ap- 
peared to  him  as  if  they  had  grown  updn  the  box- 
tom  of  the  river.” 

Mr.  Hogard  being  further  examined  faid,  “ That* 
if  all  the  works  of  the  great  level  llioulcl  be  fuffered 
to  go  to  decay  totally,  he  apprehends,  the  expence 
necelfary  to  recover  them  wanhl  be  a great  deal 
more  than  is  necelfary  to  prelerve  them ; he  fup- 
poled,  ten  times  as  much,  fpeaking  of  the  middle 
and  fouth  levels  only." 

Mr.  Cole  being  alked,  “'What  he  had  obferyed 
in  the  conduft  of  the  gentlemen  who  compofe  the. 
Bedford  Level  Corporation,  in  difeharge  of  theic, 
duty  as  trulfees  for  that  level;”  he  faid,  “ It,  is  a 
trull  of  a great  deal  of  bufincfs,  and  confec^uenily 
great  trouble ; that  the  execution  of  it  is  attended 
with  expcnce  to  the  trullccs  ; and  from  the  time^  he* 
had -known  any  thing  of  the  matter,  they  have  dif- 
charged  it  with  the  greated  fidelity,  julfice  and  atten- 
tion; when  he  went  to  the  April  meeting  in  1773, 
he  palfed  through  a country  almoft  overflpwed,  from 
Cambridge  to  Ely,  and  found  in  general,  fronf  the 
converfation  he  had  with  people  who  came'  to  the 
latter  place  to  attend  the  bufinefs  of  that  meeting, 
that  nothing  could  ec|ual  the  general  dillrHs  of  the 
country;  that  he  found  the  receiver  general  had  ex- 
haullcd  all  the  revenues  in  his  hands ; and  that 
there  were  confiderable  outflanding  debts  miprovided 
\ flreets  were  crouded  with  labourers  fo- 

liciting  the  payment  of  their  wages,  for  the  main*^ 
tcuance  of  their  families ; that  it  was  the  general 

g ppiaion 
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opinion  of  the  country,  that,  from  the  firff  of  the 
undertaking  to  the  15th  year  of  king  Charles  11. 
not  lefs  than  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds  was  ex- 
pended ; that  from  the  15th  of  Charles  II.  to  the  ' 
year  1776,  the  cxpences  of  the  Corporation  on  all 
the  three  levels,  had  amounted  to  at  leaf!  five 
hundred , thoufand  pounds,  befides  which,  they 
have  contra£led  debts  on  account  of  the  middle 
and  foulh  levels,  to  the  amount  of  thirty-eight  thou-  ' 
fand  five  hundred  pounds.”  And  being  afked, 

“ Whether  all  the  adventure -lands  are  not  anfwera- 
ble  to  their  full  value  :for  the  expence  of  the  drain- 
agehe  faid,  “ The  Corporation  have,  by  the  a£l: 
of  the  1 <jth  of  Charles  II.  a power  of  taxing  them, 
without  limitation,  for  the  fupport  and  maintenance 
of  the  great  level.”  And  being  afked,  “ Whether 
all  the  perfons  who  have  figned  the  petition  arc 
owners  of  free-land ;”  he  faid,  “ He  could  not  fpeak  ; 
to  all ; but  that  many  of  them  were,  and  that  he  does  |l 
not  know  of  their  confent  to  the  application  being  } 
fignified  in  any  other  way  than  by  their  figning  the  i 
petition.” 

From  ihefc,  and  the  depofitions  of  nine  other  cor- 
roborating witneffes,  we  may  readily  conclude,  “ that 
the  drainage  and  navigation  of  this  vafl:  country 
mufl  inevitably  be  loft,  unlefs  the  free-lajnds  and 
commercial  intereft  contribute  towards  the  relief  of 
the  adventurers.” 

Mr.  Soame  Jenyns,  in  His  “ Remarksb  on  the  Bill 
prefented  to  Parliament”  obferves,  “ It  was  the  lay- 
ing of  a great  minifter,  (fir  Robert  Walpole)  that  the 
landed  men  of  this  country  were  like  fheep  who  pa- 
tiently fubrait  to  be  fleeced  in  filencc,  while  the  trad-  | 
ing  intereft,  like  the  hog,  will  not  fufFer  a briftle  of. 

theirs 
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theirs  to  be  touched  without  alarming  the  whole 
parifli  with  an  outcry.  The  truth  of  this  obfcrvation 
was  never  more  clearly  exemplified,  than  in  the  fate 
of  a bill,  brought  into  parliament  during  the  laft  fef- 
fions,  which  through  the  ignorance  and  inattention 
of  tlie  proprietors  of  fome  thoufand  acres  of  land, 
who  would  have  been  rtiined  by  it,  would  have 
palfed  quietly  through  the  houle,  had  it  not  been  vi- 
goroufly  oppofed  by  the  merchants,  apprehenfive 
that  it  might  alfe£l  their  interclls.” 

Further,  “ Thus  we  plainly  fee  that  this  bill  is 
introdjuced  in  the  name  of  the  adventurers,  and  un- 
der the  pretence  of  their  diftrefs,  but  is  in  fa6l  an 
artful  fcheme  of  the  owners  of  the  free-lands,  de- 
figned  to  procure  a fund  fufficient  for  draining  them- 
feives  by  doubling  that  diltrefs  by  a double  tax,  fix- 
ing a perpetual  toll  on  the  navigation,  and  then  flip- 
ping off  between  them  unobferved,  at  the  trifling 
cxpence  of  fix-pence  an  acre  for  feven  years  only, 
on  their  own  lands  hitherto  untaxed ; whilft  fome 
of  the  adventure-lands  already  exhauffed,  werd  to  be 
loaded  with  fix  or  feven  Ihillings.'’ 

Again,  “ Eut  under  their  prefent  evafivc  eonfli- 
tution,  I am  of  opinion,  they  have  no  right  to  tax 
them  at  all ; although  they  now  publicly  avow,  that 
it  is  not  only  their  right  but  their  dtity,  to  exhaull 
them  to  the  laff  farthing  of  .their  value  ; tvlfich  in 
other  worcB,  is  telling  the  adventurers,  that  they 
have  no  property  in  them. 

The  only  refource  which  appeared,  was  a toll 
^^.vigation;  for  this  they  apply,  and  apply 
with  juftice;  for  as  the  commerce  of  the  country 
depends  on  the  prefervation  of  the  banks  and  river?. 
It  is  furely  rcafonable,  that  the  na^flgators,.  who  do 
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fo  much  damage  to  them,  and  recGive  fo  much  be- 
nefit from- them,  fliould  contribute  their  fliarc;  but 
is  both  unrcafonable,  and  inetFe6lual,  whilft  thofe 
who  are  principally  concerned  offer  nothing,  or  next 
to  nothing,  themfelves. 

“ The  owners  of  the  frcc-land  may  perhaps  al- 
ledge,  that  they  have  done  more  than  their  fhare,  by 
fubniitting  to  heavy  taxes  impofed  on  their  lands,  by 
many  private  a6ls  of  parliament,  for  affifling  the 
adventurers,  by  making  banks,  and  erefting  mills, 
in  the  feparate  diflrids  of  this  great  level.  To  this 
I anfwer,  in  a few  words ; that  thefe  are  private 
agreements,  with  which  the  public  has  no  concern,- 
and  that  by  all  thefe  a£ls  the  adventurers  are  equally 
burthened  with  themfelves,,  that  thefe  very  mills  ha^•c 
choaked  up  the  rivers,  and  rendered  the'tafk  of  the 
adventurers  flill  more  impraiflicable,  that  they  arc 
clear  acknowledgments  of  their  inability,  and  a ma- 
nifeft  renunciation  of  the  original  bargain. 


“ Nor  will  parliament  ^ver  confent  to  mortgage 
the  trade  of  eight  or  ten  counties  for  one  or  two 
hundred  thoufand  pounds,  appropriated  beforc-hand 
to  a lift  of  works,  the  expediency  of  which  fcarcc 
any  two  able  engineers  have  ever  agreed  on ; and  to 
be  placed  in  the  fame  hands,  that  have  already  ex- 
pended double  that  fum  in  vain. 


“ ^Vllat  then  is  to  be  done?  Is  this  cxten^lv^ 
and  fertile  country,  its  produce,  commerce,  and  na- 
vigation to  be  given  up  aS  loft  and  irrecoverable?  ' 
By  no  means.  Would  the  owners  of  the  free -lands, 
the  adventurers,  and  the  merchants,  all  equally  iu- 
terefted  in  its  prefervation,  unite  in  one  fingle  aft  of 
parliament,  containing  the  three  follotving  claufes, 
the  whole  might  be  retrieved. 


“ Be 
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“ Be  it  enafled  firfl:,  that  in  confideration  that  the 
orie;inal  agreement  between  the  owners  of  the  frec- 
lands,  and  the  adventurers,  was  even  at  firft  unfair, 
and  now  imprafticable,  the  faid  agreement  be  de- 
clared to  be  henceforth  null  and  void.  Secondly, 
that  a new  corporation  be  conflituted,  confifling  of 
the  proprietors  of  the  free  and  adventurp-lands  indif- 
criminately,  veiled  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges 
enjoyed  By  the  prefent  body,  particularly  that  of 
taxing  all  thefe  lands  to  any  extent,  which  they  fhall 
judge  neceffary  for  preferving  the  country  and  navi- 
gation * thefe  taxes  to  be  impofed  equally  on  all  thefe 
lands  in  proportion  to  their  real  value,  by  fbme  mode 
to  be  fixed  upon  by  mutual  agreement  of  all  parties 
concerned.  Thirdly,  that  a toll  be  laid  on  the  na- 
vigation not  exceeding  one  BiiJling  per  ton,  and  that 
a certain  number  of  traders  be  admitted  into  this 
corporation  in  proportion  to  the  revenue  which  fhall 
accrue  from  this  toll. 


“ By  thefe  regulations,  a certain  annual  income 
would  arife  of  above  thirty  thoufancl  pounds ; as 
thus,  , 


By  a tax  and  half  on  the  g^,ooG  acres 
By  a tax  in  proportion  on  the  200,000, 

at  .is.  6d  — : 

By  a toll  of  is.  per  ton  on  the  navi- 
gation • -7-  __ 


s. 

7.077  o o 

1.5.000  o a 

10.000  o o 


32.577  o o 

. “ income,  without  any  power  to  anticipate 
It  by  mortgaging,  is  more  than  can  be  expended  in 
thele  works  m a year,  and  fully  fufficient.  if  well 
employed  to  reftore  this  country  to  a flourifliing 
Hate,  and  to  preferve  it  in  fuch  to  ail  future  ages, 

Bi* 
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But  if  the  owners  of  the  two  hundred  thoufand  acres 
Biall  be  abfurd  enough  to  rejeil  this  propofal,  and 
Bill  wait  for  falvation  from  the  adventurers,  who 
cannot,  and  the  navigators,  who  w'ill  not  drain  them, 
they  mufb  fuffer  that  juft  punifhment  of  the  Dutch; 
that  is,  if  they  refufe  to  work,  they  mujl  be  dj-owned. 

“ The  merchants  from  it  would  receive  equal  adr- 
vantage,  becaufe  when  the  rivers  are  deepened,  and 
the  banks  made  good,  their  commodities  would  be 
carried  at  lefs  expence  than  at  prefent,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  toll,  and  the  navigation  wijl  be  preferved, 
which  without  it  will  be  entirely  loft,” 

In  confcquence  of  this  eminent  gentleman’s  opi- 
niop  being  made  publick,  a meeting  w^as  held  at  Ely 
in  November,  but  nothing  conclufive  propofed  or 
agreed  to. 

Captain  Page,  and  Mr.  James  Creaffy,  at  the  rc- 
queft  of  lord  vifeount  TTownfhend,  took  a view  of 
the  fens,  works,  and  outfall,  in  the  fummer  of  1777. 

The  noble  lord,  in  an  addrefs  “ To  the  gentle- 
men of  landed  and  commercial  intereft  in  the  fens,” 
annexed  to  the  opinions  of  Capt.  Page  and  Mr. 
Creaffy,  “ thought  it  right  to  fubmit  thefe  flieets  to 
your  confideration,  for  the  fpllow’ing  reafons : 

“ Fjrft,  becaufe  you  who  are  now  called  upon  for 
fo  large  a fum,  and  who,  from  the  injudicious  ap- 
plication of  your  former  heavy  taxes,  have  derived 
fo  little  benefit. 

Another  motive  which  induces  me  to  communi- 
cate thefe  obfervations  to  you  is,  becaufe  the  gcntle- 
inan  who  wrote  the  firft  is  not  only  allowed  to  be  a 

man 
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man  of  fcicnce,  and  whofe  abilities  have  been  proved 
by  his  luccefs  in  the  mofl  difficult  undertakings  of 
diis  nature ; but  his  impartiality  may  be  relied  on, 
as  he  neither  is,  nor  woukl  be,  a ffiarcr  in  the  exe- 
cution of  what  he  recommends.  The  other  little 
treatife  is  the  work  of  a perfon  who  has  been  em- 
ployed with  fuccefs  in  the  fens  ; and,  being  on  the 
point  of  embarking  for  the  Eafl-Indies,  can  have  no 
other  view  than  affifting  tlie  public  on  this  occalipn 
with  his  befl;  opinion. 

• ‘ The  fyflems  of  thefe  gentlemen  do  not  entirely 
coincide : None  of  you  are  rivetted  to  any  propofi- 
tion  ; you  will  conlider  them  both  j each  may  con- 
tain much  ufeful  matter,  and  you  will  adopt  what 
IS  bell.” 

Speaking  of  the  works  propofed  by  the  bill,  “ I 
will  prefume  that  the  united  and  reciprocal  interefls 
of  the  landholder,  and  the  merchant  will  oppofe  fuch 

a projefl  wdth  equal  firmnefs  and  candour.” 

^ • 

Of  the  levels  and  fe^ions  of  the  Oufe,  “ I mean 
neither  to  charge  Mr.  Elllobb  with  any  negle£l,  or  the 
members  of  the  corporation  with  any  finiflcr  views ; 
yet,  furely,  the  hiflory  of  fen-government,  for  many 
years  paft  in  the  hands  of  delegates,,  undertakers,  and 
a fpecies  of  men  filled  engineers,  and  the  example  of 
fo  many  families  impoveriflied  by  their  blunders  and 
jobs,  are  fufficient  tp  authorife  us  to  be  extremely 
circumfpeft  upon  ne\v  propofitions  and  extenfive 
powers;  without  entertaining  the  Icafl  fufpicion  inju- 
rious to  the  gentlemen  of  influence  in  the  corpora- 
tion.” 

Fo  a lift  of  “ ilhplaced,  ill-proportioned,  ftupen- 
dous,  tottering  conftruftiohs,”  his  lordfhip  adds, 

g 4 ” and,^ 
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“ and  above  all  that  long-noted  nuifancc,  the  Den- 
ver Sluice,  (that  .Era  of  the  Fens)  Avhich  like  an 
ill-fliapen  gigantic  bully,  polled  in  the  avenue  of  a 
public  place,  infults  the  public  merely  becaufe  no 
one  has  courage  to  remove  him. 

“ The  drainage  cannot  be  abandoned,  and  the 
river  loft,  without  fuch  obllaclcs  and  expehce  falling 
on  the  trade,  that  in  fuch-  cafe  the  trade  of  Lynn 
wou,ld  hardly  wifh  to  trample  under  foot  the  feeble 
fence  of  the  poor  occupier  of  land,  which  protects 
his  precarious  crop  and  flarving  family  againft  a fud- 
den  inundation,  without  paying  a fair  proportion  for 
the  advantages  the  trade  would  receive.’’ 

“ It  is  certain  (fays  lord  Townfliend)  the  country 
is  in  a moll  deplorable  date.;  the  caufes  are  obvious. 
There  can  be  little  doubt  but  y^ou  have  about  thirty 
feet  fall  from  the  jundlion  of  the  Grant  and  the  Oufe 
-to  Lynn ; poffibly  the  remedy  may  be  as  clear  and 
the  means  as  certain.” 

Extracts  from  “ Obfervations  by  Capt.  Page.”  . 

Of  the  Thames,  “ Nothing  further  being  required, 
as  nature  has  been  only  affixed;  whereas,  in  the 
fens,  nothing  has  been  done  that  does  not  tend  to 
«bftrucl  her  in  the  moft  complete  manner. 

Wefterdyke,  a Dutchman  of  experience,  gave 
his  opinion,  “ That  the  unrellrained  overflowings  of 
the  rivers  was  the  principal  caufe  of  the  furrounding 
this  level;  and  this  being  apparently  the  dis- 
ease, therefore  the  confining  of  thefe  rivers  within 
fufficient  banks  mull  confequeutly  in  rcafon  be  the 
cure.” 

“ Lord 
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“ Lord  Gorges,  then  {in-veyor-general  of  the  fens, 
(obfeived,  that  “ The  belter  way  of  draining  the 
fouth  level  (for  whole  benefit  alone  flujces  Were  in- 
tended) is  by  banks,  witliout  any  fluices  at  all  at 
Denver  j according  to  the  certain  rules  of  draining, 
ivhich  is  to  imbank  all  rivers  and  brook-waters,  and 
never  to  put  fluices  upon  fuch  waters  as  have  a con- 
tinual body  to  preferve  their  channels  or  outfalls  from 
filling  up  by  tides.” 

« 

“ We  find  the  reverfc  of  thefe  rules  followed  in 
mofl  of  the  fen-works  to  the  prefent  time,  which 
conforpi  exactly  to  the  proje<S  of  fir  G.  Vermuyden. 

“ Since  that  period,  (Denver  fluicc,  1651)  the 
whole  fouth  level  has  been  in  a hate  of  decay,  and 
inevitably  muh  be  loh,  if  fome  proper  proje61:  for  at 
general  drainage  fhould  not  be  adopted.  The  foun- 
dation of  it  (Denver  fluice)  is  likewife  a manifeft 
obhruhion,  it  being  many  feet  above  the  hanging  le- 
vel of  the  river. 

“ The  Tong’s  Drain  and  Popham’s  Eau  are  equal- 
ly to  be  objeded  to,  as  indeed  are  all  divifions  of 
great  rivers and  a French  author  concludes  his 
philofophical  difquifition  on  the  courfe  of  the  Rhine, 
with  refped  to  its  dangerous  divifions,  “ It  has  been 
“ explained,  that  the  bottoms  of  the  three  branches 
“ fill  up  from  the  want  of  fufFicient  velocity  in  the 
hream,  which  fuffers  an  accumulation  of  land  and 
foil  carried  down  by  the  hidden  thaws  of  fiiow, 
“ and  by  heavy  rains. 

tc'  n re-uniting  thefe  three  branches  into  one 
fireain,  the  water  would  acquire  a velocity  thre^ 
times  greater  than  it  has  in  three  divifions. 
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“ By  thcfe  means  alfo,  the  efFc(^l  of  fcouring  out 

the  bottom  would  be  tripled.  This  is  a funple, 

“ true,  and  efficacious  remedy ; and  will  not  only' 
■“  prevent  obflrudions  in  the  bed  of  the  river,  but 
“ by  degrees  remove  them.” 

“ It  may  be  here  obferved,  that  whild  it  (Denver 
fluice)  remains  as  it  is,  the  fouth  level  cannqt  be 
benefited  by  any  works  the  corporation  may  under- 
take : fo  as  to  be  what  it  originally  was,  no  great 
benefit  is  to  be  expefted. 

“ Could  the  ob(lru£lions  be  removed,  the  water 
in  the  river  might  be  lower’d,  as  the  channel,  by 
being  deep,  would  admit  of  it  without  injury  tohthc 
"iiavigatian,  which  otherwile  it  would  put  a total  flop 
j4o.  This  is  clear  from  the  ftate  of  the  river  in  July,  as 
at  that  time  there  was  not  water  enough  a few  hun-  ; 
dred  yards  above  the  Denver  fluice  to  float  the  j 
•barges;  notwithflanding  which,  the  middle  fen  was  i 
then  totally  drowned.  There  is  the  greatefl  reafon  i 
to  exped  (nay,  it  feems  to  be  certain)  that  the  cm-  | 
bankment  of  the  rivers  w'OuM  alone  anfvver  every:! 
defirable  end,  i 

“ The  river  from  Lynn  to  Littlcport  is  pretty  weli’j 
embanked  (excepting  the  improper  width  at  Ger-  j 
; mains) ; but  higher  up,  towards  Ely,  it  is  totally  h 
negleded ; there  every  kind  of  obflrudion  to  the 
. running  of  die  water  is  fuffered  to  remain,  and  the  -J 
breadth  in  many  places  is  twenty  times,  at  leaft,  • \ 
greater  than  it  ought  to  be.  From  Ely  to  the  Her- ■ ; 
initage,  near  Erith,  it  is  in  as  bad  a flute  ; and  is  1 ' 
•equally  fo  oppofite  Soham  Mere;  it  is  the  fame  a*! 
(Cujifideruble  w'iiy  up  die  Grant. 

V ' •*  * I 
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“ It  has  always  been  agreed,  that  the  outfall  of 

the  river  Oufe  fliould  be  firfl  conhdered,  as  from  its 

prefent  bad  date,  any  works  higher  up  in  the  coun- 

trv  would  be  uielcls.” 

/ 

Of  Kinderly’s  cut,  “It  is  not  cafy  for  any  one 
to  affert  politively  that  this  work  will  arffwer  ; the 
corporation  arc  led  to  hope  that  it  will,  becaufe  a 
funilar  thing  has  been  done  at  Wifbech,  and  found 
beneficial  to  the  drainage  of  that  country.  We 
niay  infer  from  it,  that,  provided  the  cut  at  Lynn 
C.ai7  be  made  to  bear  the  fame  proportion  to  the 
Oufe,  as  the  other  does  to  the  Wifbech  river,  that 
it  MAY  IN  SUCH  CASE  anfwcr  as  well.  The  new  cut 
at  Wifbech  is  pretty  near  the  fame  dimenfions  that 
is  the  channel  of  the  old  river;  it  therefore  was  only 
giving  the  •water  a new  djredion,  equal  to  what  had 
been  quitted,  and  of  courfc  if  rvas  reafonablc  that  if 
fliould  anfwer. 

“ Whereas  the  w'idth  of  the  prefect  outfall  at 
Lynn,  at  the  narrowefl  place,  being  near  three  hun- 
dred yards,  we  ought,  agreeable  to  what  nature  will 
require,  to  give  at  leafl  the  fame  w'idih  to  the  lower 
end  of  the  propofed  cut;  and  the  upper  part  of  it 
fliould  be  equal  to  the  old  channel  at  Germains, 
bridge : then  it  may  be  fafe  to  make  it,  but  not 
olherwife. 


“ It  will  be  of  very  little  ufe.  If,  at  the  fame 
time,  they  do  not  execute  works  that  may  reflorc 
proper  levels  to  the  other  parts,  quite  to  the  High- 
lands beyond  Ely ; as  they  cannot  take  the  water 
from  the  rivers,  and  leave  diem  navigable,  without 
at  the  fame  time  making  them  deeper ; and  that 

cannot  be  done  by  what  is  propofed  in  the  intend(?d 

act. 


“ After 


,B4*  hundred  and  half 

“ After  thc'provifion  for  the  outfall,  it  is  propofcrl  : ^ 
bv  the  ajft,  that  St.  John’s  Eau  is  to  be  opened;  'il 
alfo  a parallel  drain  to  be  made  for  the  vvafle  way  ^ 
by  the  old  Bedford  river,  and  a cut  by  Mr.  Savory's  ; 
land  into 'VVell-creek  ; which  are  works  of,  little  con- 
fequence,  in  the  idea  of  a plan  of  a.  gjeneral  y 

DRAINAGE.  : 

r 

“ The  bad  confl;ru6tion  of  Denver  fluice  fliould  y 
have  been  attended  to  in  this  aft;  the  moft  inexpe- 
rienced  engineer  in  the  king’s  fervice  vyould  be  able  ■ 
to  give  the  corporation  a plan  of  a propVr  fluicb;  (if  : 
they  muft  have  one  there)  that  would  anfwer  every 
purpofe  intended  by  the  prefent,  and  be  >vithout  •' 
any  of  its  objeftions.  ^ i 

“ Could  the  proprietors  of  the  fens  once  diveft; 
themfeives  of  their  local  ideas  and  intcrefts  upon 
draining,  and  concur  in  a general  plan  formed  on 
the  fame  principle's  laid  ^dpwn  in  the  embankment 
of  that  river,  (Thames)  they  would  foon  find  the 
inutility  of  either  Iluices,  flakers,  or  windmills,  to- 
' wards  the  drain;ige  of,  theit 'country.” 

Extrafts  frorp  “ The  Report  and  Opinion  of  Mr, 
James  Crealfy.” 

“ I am  of  opinion,  that  the  attempting  to  run  the  ; 
waters  off  the  low  lands  in  the  fame  canal  or  river  j 
.with  thofe  that  flow  from. the  high  country  in  time  ' 
of  floods,  is  inconfiflent with,  and  contrary  both  to 
jealbn  and  experience. 

“ The  water  in  the  river  Oufc,  and  feveral  other  I 
rivers,  .were  confidcrably  higher  than  the  furface  of  f 
iiiany  thoufand  acres  of  Ioav  lands  at  the  time  1 view-  f 
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cd  the  levels,  which  was  in  the  middle  of  July,  par- 
ticularly near  the  high  country  ; and  therefore  thofe 
lands  that  lie  remote  from  the  outfall,  become  almofl 
perpetually  drowned. 

“ It  mufh  appear  demonflrative,,  that  two  or  more 
fivers  may  be  made  parallel  to  each  other,  and  yet 
liave  dillerent  falls  in  a given  dillance : ,and  hill  thefe 
rivers  may  be  united,  and  the  waters  run  together  at 
a given  point.  . 

“ It  is  evident,  that  the  waters  coming  from  the' 
liigh  countre^  (which  I conceive  to  be  nineteen  parts 
nut  of  twenty  of  all  the  waters  that  drown  the  low 
lands  in  queRion)  may,  if  they  are  confined  in  their 
courles  by  Rrong  banks,  be  higher  by  feveral  feet 
than  the  low  lands  adjoining,  and  yet  thofe  lands 
mav  be  well  drained,  by  having  drains  cut  parallel 
to  the  faid  rivers,  and  caiTving  the  low-land  waters 
dou-n  to  a lower  part  of  the  outfall,  without  letting 
them  communicate  at  all  with  thofe  coming  from  the 
liigh  lands,  till  the  inciined  plain  formed  by  the  run- 
ning of  the  high-land  waters  is  lower  than  the  'low 
lands  to  be  drained. 

“ The  plan  that  I tvould  recommend  for  the  more 
eHcaual  draining  of  the  abovemeiitioned  part  of  the' 
country,  is,  firR,  ..to  build  two  Ruices  a little  above 
I-.ynn,  one  on  each  fide  the  river  Oufe;  to  be  each 
lixty  feet  clear  water-way,  and  the  floors  thereof  to- 
be  five  feet  below  low-water  mark  at  Lynn,  with- 
pointing  doors  to  Rem  the  tides,  and  to  be  creeled  at 
luch  points  of  the  river,  as  that  both  ebb  and  flood 
uiay  pafs  clofe  by  their  mouths,  in  order  to  fcour 
iivvuy  ihe  flit,  8cc.'  and -keep  the  paffage  clean. 
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“ I recommend  a drain  to  be  cut  from  the  fluice 
of  the  weft  fide  parallel  to  the  river  Oufc,  up  to' 
Salter’s  Lode,  eighty  feet  at  the  top,  and  to  Hope  a 
foot  and  a half  on  each  fide  for  every  foot  in  depths 
and  to  be  made  as  deep  at  the  lower  end  as  the  floor 
of  the  fluice,  and  to  lay  half  the  earth  arifing  there- 
from on  die  bank  of  the  Oufe.  and  the  remaindet' 

^ on  the  oppofite  fide  the  drain  in  bank  fafliion,  and  to 
cut  a drain  from  the  fluice  on  the  eaft  fide,  in  as 
ftraight  a direflion  as  the  nature  of  the  country  will 
admit  of,  to  the  lower  elid  of  St.  John’s  Eau,  and  to 
feour  out  the  faid  St.  John’s  Eau,  and  cut  from  the 
upper  end  of  the  fame  to  Stoke  river,  parallel  to  the 
Oufe,  of  the  dimenfions  and  in  the  fame  manner  as 
the  drain  recommended  on  the  w’eft  fide.- 

“ I alfo  recommend  a drain  to  be  cut  parallel  to 
ihe  river  Oufe,  on  the  call  fide,  from  the  laid  Stoke 
river  to  the  Grant  or  Cambridge  river,  _and  from 
thence  up  the  fide  of  the  faid  river  to  the  high-lands, 
forty  feet  wide  at  top,  and  to  Hope  a foot  and  an  half 
on  each  fide  for  every  foot  in  depth,  and  to  be  feven 
feet  deep  at  the  upper  end,  and  the  bottom  to  form 
a regular  declivity  from  thence  to  the  fea  Iluicc,  re- 
commended to  be  built  near  Lynn  ; all  the  earth 
arifing  from  the  faid  drain,  to  be  applied  in  height- 
enino;  and  ftrengthening  the  bank  of  the  Oufe  and 
Grant,”  &c. 

“ I recommend  a funken  tunnel  to  be  laid  under 
fche  river  Oufe,  immediately  above  Denver  fluice,  fo 
that  all  the  focage  and  downfall  waters  of  the  fens 
lying  between  the  Hundred-Foot  river  and  die  Oufe 
may  pafs  freely  down  the  fide  drain  to  Lynn,  widi- 
out  communicating  with  the  high-land  waters. 
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“ The  next  thing  I recommend  is,  to  colleft  all 
the  high-land  waters  that  can  polFibly  be  collcdcd, 
by  cntting  catch-water  drains  along  the  Ikirt  of  the 
high  lands,  but  high  enough  up  to  difchargc  part  of 
the  waters  into  one  imbanked  river,  and  part  into 
another,  fo  that  no  high-land  waters  be  luflFered  to 
flow  into  the  fens  and  low  grounds  to  be  drained,  ’ 

There  are  many  other  works  which  Mr.  GrealTy 
recommends,  the  whole  expence  of  which  raufl  ex- 
ceed any  that  has  hitherto  been  recommended.  He 
concludes,  “ Thefe  are  the  great  works  wdiich  I 
conceive  necelfary  towards  compleating  a general 
drainage  of  this  extenfive  and  fruitful  country^ 
Tliere  are  feveral  other  works  of  an  inferior  kind 
needful;  but  I look  upon  thofe  as  fecondary,-  a-nd 
^f  a local  and  private  nature. 

“ I am  perfuaded  the  works  here  recommended 
will  be  executed  at  lefs  expence  than  thofe  of  fcour- 
ing  and  widening,  deepening  and  embanking,  the 
feveral  rivers  that  bring  down  the  flood  waters. 

‘‘  The  next  thing  is,  the  country  will  be  rendered 
dry  as  the  works  advance  upwards,  and  as  fuch  will 
become  cultivated  and  improved,  and  the  inhabi- 
tants will  be  fatisfied  of  the  utility  of  the  undertak- 
ing, and  profecute  it  with  more  vigour. 

“ Another  thing  is,  the  navigation  and  trade  of 
Lynn,  See.  will  be  prodigioully'incrcalcd  by  having 
lo  many  more  thoufand  acres  of  land  cultivated  and 
inhabited,  that  now  is,  comparatively  fpeaking,  a,- 
loft  and  undone  country. 

I therefore  would  humbly  advife  the  noblemert 
and  gentlemen  interefted  in  draining  rhe  middle  and 
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fouih  levels  of  the  fcns,>  to  take  exprience  for  thelV 
future  guide,  and  no  longer  depend  upon  the  falla- 
cious and  ill-grounded  reports  of  felf-intcrefled  and 
defigning  men,  whofe  bitfinefs  has  eVcr  been  to  mul- 
tiply the  difficulties  of  a general  drainage.” 


The. Rev.  Mr.  Thomas  Stona,  in  an  addrefs  “ Tct 
the  Gentlemen  of  the  Corporation  of  Bedford  Level,” 
dated  A-pril  8,  177b,  endeavours,  by  a comparative 
view  of  the  reports  and  opinions  of  able  engineers^ 
to  prove  diat  the  cut  propofed  by  Mr.  Nath.  Kin- 
derlcy,  in  1751,  would  not  anfwer  the  defign  “ for 
making  and  maintaining  a fufficient  outfall  to  fea 
near  Lynn-Regis.” 


Mr.  Kinderley,  in  his  own  words,  “ Not  only  to 
confine  the  river  by  jetties  againlt  the  town,  but  to 
confine  it  upwards  likewife,  by  calling,  up  a new 
river  or  channel  for  it  two  hundred  feet  wide,  (wlrrch 
is  as  wide  as  it  is  at  Germains)  and  to  be  as  deep  as 
it  is  at  Lynn : and  that  in  a Araight  line  Irom  half 
a mile  below  Germains,  viz.  at  a place  called  Eau 
Brink,  to  half  a mile  above  Lvnn,  which  would  be 
a courfe -of  but  two  miles  in  length,  and  fo  to  defert 
the  prefent  broad,  unconfined,  lliallow,  and  crooked 
courfe  (which  the  ,river  now  takes)  of  between  fix 
and  feven  miles  in  length,  and  near  one  in  breadth, 
always  fhifting  amongft  the  broad  fands,  for  which 
teafon  it  can  get  no  depth,  and  by  this  means  four 
miles  of  its  prefent  crooked  courfe  would  be  cut 
ofif.M 


Tho 


t Mr.  Kinderley  had  another  propofal  for  draining  the  fens 
and  preferving  the  navigation  of  Lynn,  Wifbech,  Spalding, 
ko,  by  bringing  the  Wilbech  river  in  a new  cut  near  St.  An. 
«(rcw’e  Walpole,  through  Marlhland,  to  the  Lynn  river,  and 

by 
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The  efFc(as  that  this  plan  would  have  upon  navi- 
gation and  drainage  are  thele,  (as  the  author  ex-* 
pe6ied) 

' ‘‘  The  channel  would  be  fliorter,  deeper,  and 
fafer;  the  indraught  of  the  tide  would  be  quickened,- 
and  the  ebb  returning  in  the  flood  channel  with, 
greater  velocitv,  would  prevent  any  lodgment  of  the 
Ibil.  The  fall  of  the  -fen  water  would  be  leven  feet 
more  than  at  prefent,  and  the  pafiTage  of  the  waters 
to  fea  be  quicker.  The  expence  of  engines  would 
be  prevented.  The  waters  thus  drawn  off  under 
the  furface,' they  might  have  earth  near  to  make  good 
their  banks,  and  the  Hundred-Foot  water  would  be 
prevented  from  returning  at  Denver.” 

Upon  the  inefHcacy  of  this  fcheme  Mr.  Stona  ad-* 
duces  many  convincing  reafons. — ^Tides,  at  the  equi- 
noxes and  by  certain  winds,  which  rife  iwenty-lix 
feet  and  upwards  at  common  ftaith,  muft  pafs 
through  this  channel.  — By  defecting  the  prefent 
courfe  of  the  river  from  Eau-brink  to  the  World’a- 
end,  .Barn’s  gool,  Knight’s  gool,  Tilncy  gool,  and 
Clenchwarton  gool  muft  be  flopped. 

The  fame  author  (on  the  principles  of  navigation 
and  drainage)  remarks  on  the  effefts  produced  by  the 
feveral  works  of  the  Bedford  Level  Corporation — ■ 
Of  Denver  fluke — Of  ancient  and  modern  drain- 
age— Of  .the  equity  of  paying  tonage  in  lieu  oX  the 
injury  done  to  the  banks.  “ Engineers,  fays  he, 

h indeed 

by  carrying  thofe  rivers  Ii^  a cut  from  the  Crutch  through  Woo- 
ton  and  Wolferton  marflies  into  the  deeps  of  Lynn  channel, 
over-againft  Snettifliam,  and  by  a dam  to  be  made  crofs  the  ri- 
ver s mouth,  from  the  Crutch  to  the  weft  point.”  The  money 
to  be  raffed  by  a fca  lottery. 
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indeed  may  have  uncommon  fcnfe,  and  much  rc- 
fpeci  is  due  to  it ; but  abk  engineers, , like  able 
phylicians,  will  alhfl  nature,  but  not  obfiru6i:  her. 


“If  they  offend  this  rule,  we  have  a right  to 
fidpcft  them  of  quackery ; who  endeavour  to  make 
you  worfe,  that  they  may  take  the  more  fees.” 

j In  1775  and  76,  Mr.  William  Elflobb  was  em- 
ployed by  the  commilfioners  to  take  the  levels  of 
fclie  Oul'e  from  Clay-hill,  above  Ely,  to  the  bar- 
beacon  in  Lynn  channel. 


Denver  fluice  to  German’s'  bridge 
German’s  bridge  to  Lynn 
Lynn  to  the  bar-beacon 


Diflance. 

M.  F. 

9 3 
6 7 

5 3 


Fafl. 
F.  I. 

5 6 

7 9 

8 o 


The  whole  diflance  from  Denver  fluice  to  the 
bar-beacon  being  twenty-one  miles  five  furlongs, 
and  the  fall  twenty-one  feet  three  inches,  the  pro- 
portional average  is  nearly  twelve  inches  in  each 
mile:  “But,  fays  Mr.  John  Golborne,  in  his  re- 
port publiflied  Dec.  1*2,  1777,  finding  that  no  con- 
fidence could  be  placed  in  thefe  levels,  I applied 
to  Mr.  Whitworth,  who  levelled  from  the  crutch- 
beacon  to  Denver  fluice,  from  whence  there  was  a 
fall  of  fix  feet  feven  inches,  viz.  One  foot  fall  from 
JDenver  fluice  to  Eau-brink,  near  eleven  miles;  and 
fiorn  thence  to  above  Lynn,  nearly  in  the  line  as 
formerly  propofed  by  Mr.  Kindeiiy,  four  feet  nine 
inches  in  Ipring  tides  ; which  in  the  courfe  of  this 
river  is  fix  miles,  but  in  a flrait  line  over  the  land,  - 
two  miles  and  three  quarters,  and  from  thence  to 
the  crutch-beacon  (being  three  miles)  ten  inches  fall. 
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“ In  order  therefore  to  give  the  utmoft  relief  to 
thefe  levels,  it  will  be  necdl'ary  to  cut  a new  chan- 
nel through  the  rnarffics,  two  miles  and  three  quar- 
ters long,  from  Eau-brink  to  half  a mile  above 
Lynn,  to  form  a bank  on  each  fide  of  it  with  pro- 
per forelands,  and  to  turn  the  river  down  this  chan- 
nel by  a dam  made  over  the  old  one ; and  there 
being  a fall  of  four  feet  nine  inches  in  that  diftance, 
the  current  will  run  vv'ith  great  velocity,  and  foon 
grind  down  a deep  channel ; and  the  river  upwards 
being  already  very  deep,  the  fmface  of  low  water 
will  be  lowered  at  leaft  four  feet  at  Salter’s  lode 
Iluice,  at  Old  Bedford  fluice,  at  Denver  lluice,  and 
at  the  mouth  of  the  New  Bedford  river..  This  can- 
not fail  to  give  immediate  relief  to  both  thefe  levels; 
and  thefe  four  feet  will  be  inftantly  felt  in  middle 
len,  in  Ram  fey,  and  in  Whittlel'ey.” 

By  Mr.  Elflobb’s  line  of  levels,  we  find  a fall  of 
five  feet  fix  inches,  in  nine  miles  three  furlongs : 
Mr.  Golborae,  on  the  fame  line,  and  one  mile  five 
furlongs  below,  makes  the  fall  only  one  foot  in  eleven 
miles.  Mr.  Elflobb  afleits,  that  Mr.  Golborne  has 
the  low-water  mark  at  Denver  lluice  three  feet  higher 
than  the  wharf  at  Peterborough  bridge ; Mr.  Gol- 
borne, on  the  contrary,  affirms  it  to  be  fix  feet  ten 
inches  lower.  Were  the  obfervations  of  thefe  gentle- 
men within  a trifling  difference  of  each  other,  a me- 
dium might  be  drawn  to  fatisfadion,  but  in  fo  wide 
a matter,  no  cpnclulion  can  be  made.  Ignorance, 
or  deceit,  may  be  demonffrated  to  a mathematical 
certainty  in  ahnoft  every  bufinefs  of  the  corporation, 
where  engineers  have  been  employed.  Truth  obli^^es 
us  toT'  make  this  remark,  ° 

1 has  publifhed  an  elaborate  defence  of 

his  leffion  of  the  Oufc,  &c.  Amongft  a varielCy  of 

h 2 ^ pro’s 
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pro’s  and  con's,  he  proves  the  fall  from  Peterborough 
to  Denver  fluice  to  be  at  Icaft  eight  feet. 


The  Rev.  Mr.  Thomas  Stona  alfo  publifhed  “ Re- 
marks upon  the  Report  of  Mr.  John  Golbome,  En- 
gineer in  which,  amongfl  many  ingenious  and  inr 
controvertible  remarks,  he  fays : 

“ The  inflancc  you  produce  to  fliow  that  no  conr- 
fidence  can  be  placed  in  Mr.  Elftobb’s  level  of  the 
Oufe,  apparently  militates  againfl  this  very  level  taken 
by  Mr.  Whitworth,” 


An  eflimate  of  the  charge  of  cutting  a new  chan- 
nel Irom  near  Eau  Brink,  to  the  fouth  end  of  Lynn, 
feven  hundred  and  twenty-fix  rods  in  length,  two 
hundred  feet  wide  at  the  top,  ten  feet  deep,  with  a 
foreland  on  each  fide  of  the  channel  one  hundred 
and  twenty  feet  in  breadth  with  banks,  one  hundred 
feet  in  the  fipat,  forty  feet  at  the  tup,  and  ten  feet 
high. 


To  fpade  and  barrow  work  at  the  cut 
To  a dam  crofs  the  river  near  Eau  Brink 
To  horfe-milling  and  leeking  the  wqrk 
To  purchafe  of  land  for  tjie  cut 
To  ditto  for  the  cover  — > 

To  flagging  the  banks  — 

To  fuperintending  the  work  — 


£.  s.  d. 
16335  o o 
1500  o o 
700  o o 
3300  o o 
3300  o o 
726  0 o 
300  o o 


26126  o o 

Per  contra  - Cr. 

Xo  ;he  prefent  courfe  of  the  river,  which 
■ is  to  filt  up  and  become  good  land  (as 
by  Mr.  Golborne’s  report)  confifting  of 
two  thoufand  acres,  or  nearly,  at  17s. 
per  acre  (the  common'  price  of  good 
marfh  land)  at  20  years  purchafe,  is  34000  0 0 
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To  ihc  Board  of  Adventurers  (if  they  (liould  be, 
inclined  to  purfue  this  plan)  the  merchant  and  land- 
owner  will  fay,  “ Gentlemen,  why  w'ill  you  purluc 
“ a plan  thus . (apparently)  .pregnant  with  dangers 
“ that  human  experience  cannot  forefee,  and  which 
“ human  art,  perhaps,  may  not  be  able  to  refill:, 
when  a removal  of  the  obftru6Hons  in  the  prefeiit 
channel  vyill  anfwer  the  end  of  drainage.” 


An  Ahjl  rad  of  [uch  Statutes  as  have  been  made  for  avoid- 
ing all  annoyances  and  ohjlrudlions  in  navigable  Rivers. 

June  ig,  1:215.  Magna  Charta,  cap.  23,  provides. 
That  all  wears  from  thenceforth  fhall  be  utterly  put 
down  thro’  all  England,  but  only  by  the  fea  coalls. 

1352.  25  Ed.  3.  cap.  4.  fets  forth,  That  whereas 
the  common  palfages  of  boats  and  Blips  in  the  great 
rivers  of  England  be  oftentimes  annoyed  by  inhanling  ^ 
-gores,  wxars,  flakes,  See.  in  great  damage  of  the  peo- 
ple ; it  is  eftabhlhed,  the  fame  lhall  be  cut  and  ut- 
terly pulled  down,  without  being  renewed.  And  that 
writs  be  fent  to  the  Iheriifs  to  do  execution. 

*372-  45  Ed.  3.  cap.  2.  Reciting  the  flatute  lad- 
mentioned  ; and  that  Blips  and  boats  w'ere  difrurbed,' 
that  they  could  not  pafs  as  they  wxre  w'ont.  And  att 
the  grievous  complaint  of  the  Commons,  by  their 
petition,  that  the  fame  ftatute  was  not  executed  nor 
kept.  It  is  eftabliBied,  that  the  fame  Batute  fhall 
be  kept.  Joining  thereto — ^That  if  any  fuch  annoy- 
ance be  done,  it  fhall  be  pulled  down,'&:c.  And  he 
that  fliall  repair  the  fame,  incur  one  hundred  marks 
penalty. 

1398.  21  Rich.  2.  cap.  19.  The  fame  Batutes  lafl; 
above-mentioned,  are  recited,  and  again  confirmed. 

\399’  t lien.  4.  cap.  12.  The  fame  Batutes  arc 
again  recited  and  confirmed  in  all  points  ; joining 

thereto 
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tlicreto)  That  commiffioncrs  fliall  be  made  to  fubfb- 
tute  perfons  to  furvey  arfd  keep  the  great:  rivers,  and 
correct  and  pull  down,  and  amend  the  defaults,  and 
to  hear  and  determine,  and  make  decrees  touching 
die  fame.  * ; 

1403.  4 Hen.  4.  cap.  11.  Reciting  the  fad  mif- 
chiefs  whereby  the  common  paffage  of  {hips  and 
boats  is  difturbed : It  is  ena£Icd,  That  the  former 
flatutes  be  holden  and  kept,  and  put  in  due  execution. 
Joining  to  the  fame.  That  the  commiffioners  fliali 
enquire  thereof,  and  punifli  offenders  by  fines,  at 
their  diferetions. 

1473.  4-  7*  forth.  That  the  for- 

mer flatutes  were  made  for  the  great  wealth  of  the 
land,  in  avoiding  the  flrai^htnefs  of  all  rivers,  fo  that 
fhips  and  boats  might  have  in  them  their  large  and 
free  paffage.  That  fuch  annoyances  in  rivers  are 
contrary  to  Magna  Charta,  upon  which  the  great  fen- 
tence  and  apoflolic  curfc  w'as  pronounced  againif  the 
breakers  of  the  fame.  And  reciting  the  whole  tenors 
of  all  the  faid  former  flatutes.  And  that  contrarv 
to  thefe  flatutes,  in  diflurbance  of  the  paffage  of 
fhips,  barges,  boats,  and  other  veffels,  divers  locks, 
■wears,  flakes,  flood-gates,  anddiflurbances  were  daily 
inlarged,  to  the  great  damage  of  the  king  and  his 
people.  It  is  ordained.  That  all  the  faid  former 
flatutes  fliall  be  duly  obferved  and  kept,  joining 
thereto  other  great  penalties  to  the  king  and  informer. 

1532.  23  Hen.  8.  cap.  5,  Repeating  the  damages 
and  Ioffes  by  gates,  flood-gates,  locks,  and  other  im- 
pediments and  annoyances  on  rivers,  flreams,  and 
floods,  wLereby  the  paffage  of  boats  and  fliips  be  let- 
ted and  interrupted.  Direfts  the  form  of  the  gene- 
ral cornmilfion  of  fewers,  whereby  the  commilfioners 
have  power  to  caufe  fuch  annoyances  and  impedi- 
ments 
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ments  to  be  correfted,  put  down  or  reformed,  accord- 
ing to  the  afor-e-mentionGd  ftatutes.  And  to  proflrate 
and  overthrow  the  fame,  with  large  powers  to  make 
laws  and  ordinances,  and  compel  obedience  there- 
unto ; Reviving  and  confirming  all  the  laid  formei' 
flatutcs  in  all  points. 

1550.  3 Edw.  6.  cap.  8.  The  lafl-mentioned  and 
former  ftatutes  confirmed  and  made  perpetual. 

1601.  43  Eliz.  cap.  11.  An  aft  palTed  for  draining 
great  part  of  this  level,  wherein  provifion  was  made 
that  it  fhould  not  extend  to  the  draining  any  lands, 
whereby,  or  by  means  wljereof,  any  of  the  havens  or 
ports  of  this  realm  may  in  any  fort  be  annoyed,  im- 
paired or  hindered,  nor  any  grounds  in  fix  miles  of 
Lvnn, 

j 


Upon  the  whole,  we  (the  Editors  of  the  Hiftory 
of  Norfolk)  have  difeharged  the  duty  we  owe  the 
public  on  this  fubjeft  wdth  that  candour  and  impar- 
tial retrofpeft,  a matter  of  fo  much  importance  and 
intricacy  requires.  We  have  already  obferved,  that  the 
opinions  of  ihofe  who  have  wuote,  are  as  oppojite  in  the 
more  effential  points  m queftion,  as  pur pofdy  meant, 

to  contradift  each  other,  and  confound  the  Gomniii- 
fioners.  If  a “ fcalc  of  talents”  could  be  formed, 
and  the  integrity  of  the  parties  afeeftained,  fomc 
harmony  might  be  produced ; but  w'hilfl  the  country 
continues  to  be  kept  under  an  inundation  of  pro  and 
con,  no  meafure,  either  for  the  prefervation  or  im- 
provement of  the  landed  and  commercial  interells, 
can  be  adapted.  ( 

•I 

. A correft  map  of  the  Great  Bedford  Leyei 
IS  fubjoiiicd  to  thefc  enquiries. 

' Having 
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Having  finifliecl  our  general  dcfcription  of  Frcc- 
bridge  Lynn  and  Marfhland,  and  of  the  works  on 
the  Bedford  Levels,  we  now  proceed  to  the  feveral 
parifhes  in  this  hundred  and  half,  'which  will  be 
' found  arranged  in  alphabetical  order,  as  follows: 


FREEBRIDGE  LYNN. 


Anmer 

FlalTingham,  Great 

Appleton 

Maffingham,  Little 

Afhwicken 

Middleton 

Babingley 

Minding 

Bawfey 

Newton,  Well 

Bilney,  Well 

Pentney 

Caflle-acre 

Roydon 

Caftle-Riling 

Runyon,  North 

Congham 

Sandringham 

Derfingham 

Setchy 

■ Flitchara 

South  Lyml 

Gay  ton 

Walton,  Eall 

Gay  ton  Thorpe 

Well-acre 

' Gavwood 

Winch,  Eall 

j 

Grimflon 

Winch,  Welt 

Harpley 

Wolferton  • 

Hillington 

Wooton,  North 

•Lynn-Regis 

Wooton,  South 

FREEBRIDGE 

MARSHLAND. 

Clenchwarton 

Walpole  St.  Andrew 

Emneth 

Walpole  St.  Peter 

lilington 

Walloken 

Lynn,  Well 

Walton,  Well 

Terrington  St.  Clement 

Wiggenhall  St.  Germaia. 

Terrington  St.John 

Wiggenhall  St.  Mary 

Tilney  All  Saints 

Wiggenhall  St.  FL  Mag- 

Tilney St.  Laurence 

dalen 

-ANMER. 
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■ ANMER,  is  fitilated  about  two  miles  well  of 
Ifoughton  hall  and  plantations,  four  miRs  louth-caft 
from  Snettifiiara,  and  eleven  miles  north-ealc  from 
Lynil. 

This  village  has  been  greatly  improved,  and  or^ 
nametited  with  different  plantations,  by  James  Cold- 
ham,  efq.  the  prefent  lord  of  the  manor,  wliofe ' 
feat  is  in  this  town,  and  who  generally  ticfides  here, 
a drcumffance  of  great  advantage  td  the  country 
round  him,  being  all  afth'e  and  judicious  magi- 
ffiate,  and  ever  ready  to  execute  the  duties  of  that 
office,  which  if  properly  attended  to,  entitles  a 
country  gentleman  to  the  honour,  the  applaufc,  thfc 
thanks  of  the  public^  An  aftivc,  intelligent  jufiice 
of  the  peace  is  one  of  the  mofl  ufetul  members  of 
focicty,  who  gives  up  his  time  to  the  benefit  of  his 
country,  and  has  no  reward  but  that  of  confeious 
virtue,  and  a fecret  fatislafiion  of  doing  good ; a 
reward  Indeed  greatly  above  all  pecuniary  compen- 
fations,  though  not  fought  after  in  this  degenerate 
age  with  the  lame  avidity.  This  attention  as  a ma- 
gillrate  is  among  the  many  virtues  of  Mr.  Coldham, 
ivhich  has  acquired  him  that  much  refpecled  cha- 
racter he  has  fo  long  born  in  this  count v. 

There  are  two  manors  in  this  town,  Anmcre-ball 
.manor,  and  Bercforcl  manor. 

.\xMr.RE  Hall.  This  manor  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  I.  came  into  the  family  of  the  Cahhorpes. 
Sir  Walter  dc  Calthorpe  was  lord  in  1284,  and  in 
1303  fir  William  de  Calthorpe,  knight,  prefented 
as  lord  and  patron  to  the  church  of  Anmer ; and  in 
the  5th  of  Edward  111.  a fine  was  levied,  whercbv 
it  was  fettled  by  fir  William  de  CaUhor])e  of  Burn- 
haiH;  on  himfelf  for  life,  remainder  10  fn  Walter 
• f his 
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his  fon,  and  Alice  his  wife  in  tail,  after  to  Olivet' 
and  his  odicr  fons ; and  fir  Whdtcr  dying  [am  iffue, 
it  defeetided  to  fir  Oliver  Calthorpc,  brother  of  fir’ 
AValter,  who  prefented  to  the  church  in  1374:  this 
Ijr  Oliver  built  on  the  fouth  fide  of  this  church,  a 
chapel,  wherein  he  founded  a chauntry,  endowing 
it  with  forty-eight  acres  of  land  in  the  totvn  of  An- 
mer,  appointing  one  of  the  canons  of  the  priory  of 
Flitcham  to  officiate  therein,  and  to  pray  for  the 
fouls  of  his  anccflors  and  his  own  and  the  prior 
of  Hitchara  had  a patent  ^for  it  in  the  4jth  of  Ed-' 
ward  111. 

In  1420  the  king  prefetitcd  to  this  church,  on 
account  of  the  minority  of  John,  fon  of  fir  William 
Calthorpc;  in  1432  ^Villiam  (^lalthorpe,  efq.  and  in 
J532  Elizabeth  Parker,  widow,  tvhich  Elizabeth 
was  daughter  and  heir  of  fir  Philip  Calthorpc,  and 
married  fir  Henry  Parker,  knight  of  the  bath,  of 
Er\varton  in  Suffolk,  ^vho  being  afterwards  married 
to  William  Wodehoufe,  efq.  they  prefented  to  this 
1 celery  in  I334<  and  1560  ; and  on  his  death  to 
Drue  Drurv,  elq.  and  they  prefented  in  1 In 

the  23d  of  Elizabeth  fir  Philip  Parker  had  livery  of 
It. 

t 

.After  this,  1 homas  Norris  was  lord,  and  pre- 
fented in  1 624,  and  Cuthbert  Nonfs,  efq.  in  167S,. 
who  conve)'cd  it  to  the  Coldhams ; James  Coldham, 
efq.  tvas  lord  in  i 705,  and  in  this  familv  it  remains, 
James  Coldham,  pfq.  being  the  prefent  lord. 

At  the  cmbod)  ing  of  the  militia  in  the  late  war, 
and  theit;  being  called  out  into  dilierent  counties, 
Tsir.  Coldham  lerved  as  captain  in  the  wcflern  batta- 
lion of  the  militia  for  the  county  of  Norfolk,  which 
reaiment  had  the  honour  of  being  fiffl  ordered  out, 

upon 
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iipon  their  own  petition,  and  marched  douai  to 
Hi  I lea' barracks  near  Porirmouth.  As  the  regiment 
paffed  through  Hyde  Park,  it  was  reviewed  by  thc^ 
late  king  and  his  prefeilt  raajefly,  who  were  pleafed 
to  exprefs  their  approbatioh  of  the  \varlike  appear- 
ance of  the  officers  and  men,  and  of  their  Ipirit  in 
defiling  to  be  employed  again  11  the  common  cnemyj 
then  threatening  an  invalion  upon  this  kingdom,  hav- 
iue;  fitted  out  k trreat  iiaval  force  under  the  command 

O O . ^ 

of  M.  dc  Conflans  at  Brefl,  and  lined  tlieir  coafls 
near  Ouiberon  Bay  tvith  thirty  thoufand  troops,  un^ 
dcr  the  command  of  the  duke  d’Agiiillon,  ready  for 
embarkation.  Thcfe  great  preparations  rvCrc  foon 
after  happily  countcrafted,  under  the  blelfing  of 
providence,  by  the  bravery  of  fir  Edward  Hawke, 
and  many  of  the  capital  fliips  of  France  taken, 
funk,  and  deflroyed,  in  Quiberon  Bky  near  BelHille,  ‘ 
in  November  1759.  The  militia  of  Norfolk,  and. 
of  irlofl  of  the  counties  in  England,  flill  continued 
embodied  and  encamped  during  the  remainder  of 
that  glorious  war,  when  EnglHh  colours  were  feen 
fh  ing,  triumphantly  flying  in  every  ouarter  of  the 
known  world 


Bekci-ord  Manor.  This  manor  in  the  reigft  of 
Edward  I,  was  in  John  de  Bereford  ami  fir  \ Valter 
de  Calthorpe. 


Afterwards,  in  1496,  Henry  L’Eflrange  of  Hun« 
llanton,  died  feifed  of  it,  as  appears  by  his  will ; 
and  in  the  30th  of  Henry  \T1I.  by  a fine  between 
fir  Ihomas  L'Eflrangc,  knt.  John  Wodehoyfe,  of 
Horsford,  gent,  and  Cicilia  his  wife,  Francis  Be- 
dingficld,  and  Elena  his  wife,  it  ^vas  conveyed  to 
fir  Ihomas,  with  ten  melTuagcs,  ancl 'lands  in  An- 
rner,  Herlingham,  Sec,  and  in  the  fdllowirjg  year  fir 
dhomas^  and  his  ladv  Aim.  convevL-d  it  to  Tho- 


lady  Ann,  convey  c d 
F i 


mas 
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mas  Houghton,  clerk,  and  Thomas  Houghton  died 
lord  in  the  35th  of  that  king;  and  Robert  Hough- 
ton was  then  found  to  be  .his  brother  and  heir;  and 
George  Houghton  in  1370  was  lord;  after  this,  it 
came  to  the  Norris’s,  and  was  joined  to  their  other 
jordfhip,  and  fo  to  the  Cnldhams,  in  which  family 
it  remains  at  prefent. 

The  church  of  Anmet  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary^ 
1 he  Rev.  Charles  Buckle  is  the  prefent  reclor. 

APPLETON.  Probably  fo  called  from  Aba, 
tvho  held  this  manor  under  Stigand  archbilhop  of. 
Canterbury,  and  ton  or  tun,  a town. 

.\ftcr  different  proprietors,  the  tradition  of  which 
is  uncertain,  it  delcended  in  1371  to  the  Paflons. 

In  1371  Clement  Pafton  enjoyed  it,  the  famous 
fea  captain  who  built  Oxnead-hall,  lately  the  feat 
of  the  carl  of  Yarmouth;  he  was  fourth  ion  of  fir 
William  Pallon,  of  Palton  in  Norfolk,  by  Bridget 
Ids  wife,  daughter  of  fir  Henry  Heydon  : Clement 
left  it  by  will  to  fir  Edward  Pallon,  and  died  in 
1597  ; fir  Edward  \ras  his  nephew,  fon  of  fir  Tho- 
mas Paflon,  (filth  fon  of  fir  William  Paflon  afore- 
faid)  and  his  lady  Agnes,  daughter  and  heir  of  fir 
John  Leigh,  of  .'\ddington  in  Surry,  knight.  I his 
fir  Edward'  built  Appleton-hall,  and  married  Mar- 
garet, daughter  of  Henry  Bcrney,  cfq.  of  Reedham 
in  Norfolk,  by  whom  he  had  Thomas,  his  eldeft 
fon,  from  whom  the  Paflons  of  Barningham  in  Nor- 
folk are  defeended.  William,  his  fecond  fon,  had 
this  manor,  and  married  Agnes,  daughter  and  co-  • 
heir . of  William  E\’erard,  of  Lyngflead  in  Suffolk, 
cfq.  by  whom  he  had  William  his  fon,  lord  of  Ap- 
l>leton  in  16G4,  who  by  Mary  his  wife,  daughter  of 

James 
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fames  Lavvfon,  of  Brough  in  Yorkfliire,  had  Wil- 
ham  Paflon,  of  Appleton,  dq.  In  this  family  it 
remains  at  prefent,  and  Wm.  Paflon,  efq.  of  Hougli,- 
ton  in  the  county  of  Wilts,  is  the  prelent  lord. 

The  feat  of  this  familv  was  burnt  to  the  around 
in  1707,  and  the  family  was  in  great  dairgcr  of  bet' 
ing  burnt  in  their  beds,  if  a fliepherd  had  not  wa- 
kened them':  on  this  they  removed  to  Houghton  in 
Whlthiirc,  and  in  1720  John,^  Paflon,  efq.  refided 
there,  and  was  lord  alfo  of  that  place.  The  half 
feems  to  have  been  built  in  1396,  that  date  being 
on  the  gatehoufe,  or  lodge  leading  to  it. 

Another  lordflnp  in  this  \’illage  of  Appleton,  iii 
procefs  of  time  and  after  many  unknown  proprie- 
tors, defeended  and  was  held  by  the  Cobbes  of 
Sandringham  j from  the  Cobbes  it  came  to  James 
Hofle,  efq.  and  fo  to  Plenry  Gornifh  Henley,  efq. 
by  inarriage  with  Sufan,  daughter  and  I'ole  heircls 
of  the  laid  James  Hofle.  On  the  deceafe  of  Henrv 
poinifli  Henley  it  reverted  back  to  his  widow,  the 
prefent  Mrs.  Henley  of  handringham. 

This  town  noiv  confifling  of  a few  houfes  only, 
is  in  Ibme  meafure  by  cuflqm  united  with  the  parifli 
of  hlitcham,  to  which  it  adjoins  ; all  alfelfments 
and  parifli  rates  and  duties  running  in  the  name  of 
Jlitcham  cum  Appleton.  The  church  is  in  ruins. 

At  the  ,eafl  end  lies  a graveflone.  In  ?iwnoiy  of 

Irances,  xoidoia  of  Edward  Paflon,  of  B , Efq; 

who  died  Feb.  15,  1663,  daughter  to  Sir  John  ' Syden- 
ham, of  Brjmpton  m Somerfetfhire.  On  another,  Ao-^ 
nes  Paflon.  GulieliM  Everard,  de  Linfi^ad,  filia,  vidiiq 
Gulielmi  Paflon,  armig,  mundanis  vcrc  vidua,  in  chari- 
^ptc  Bara.  obi.  xi.  die  Apr.  A.  D.  1676,  cetat  fiice  73. 
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On  a third,  Hic:  rcquiejcit  corpus  TI\o.  Fnjlmi,  mililis, 
pbt.  apud  Congham.  ’ ■ 

AVYKEN,  alias  ASHWYKEN,  LESIATE,  and 
HOLdh  In  W’  ykcn  ^v•crc  two  lordfliips  granted  by 
the  Conqueror  to  two  different  families. 

Thcfe  two  lordfliips  alfo  extended  imp  two  little 
adjoining  towns,  I.efiate  and  Holt ; I e'fiate  is  ftiil  a 
diOant  feparate  paiifli,  and  has  a church  belonging 
to  it,  but  Holt,  or  Holthoufe,  has  none,  and  is  now 
clleemcd  as  jiart  of  tlic  pgrifli  of  Lefiate. 

In  the  6th  year  of  Henry  111.  Hugh  dc  Noiun  or 
Nugun,  was  lord  of  Wyke,  i.efiate  and  Holt  ; and 
con\  eyed  pait  of  the  faid  townfliips,  by  fine,  to  Odo, 
abbot  of  Caen  in  Nonnandv,  lord  of  the  manor  of 
Wells,  or  Wells  priory  in  Geyton,  rclerving  to  him- 
fdf,  and  his  men  of  W\  ke,  common  of  pallurc  in 
the  town  of  Holt. 

The  piiqiy  of  ^VYlis,  in  Geyton,  appears  allb  to. 
lia\  e a lordfhip  here.  "1  Ids  ^v•as  afterwards  granted, 
on  the  dilfolution  of  the  priories  aliai,  together  tviih 
that  priory,  to  John  Wodchoide,  elq.  -who  liad  the 
rent  of  afiizc  in  l.cfatcand  Hoh.,  as  lord,  in  tl]e  ytli 
year  of  king  Henry  VI. 

After  this  Jolin  jenkin,  Gent,  conveyed,  bv  fine, 
in  the  cSrh  of  Henry  ^dll.  the  third  part  of  the 
manor  oi  Glollhorpc,  with  lands  in  ^Vyken,  Lefiate, 
Holt,  Geyton,  See.  to  Thomas  7'horefby,  dq.  and 
the  laid  Thorefby  died  feifed  of  the  manor  of  Afh- 
tvyken,  with  its  appurtenances,  in  the  36th  of  Henry 
VI 11.  The  Thoreflry’s  feem  to  ha\  c li^•cd  here  at 
this  time.  Echhund  1 horefby,  elq.  fon  of  Thomas, 
by  Ids  fall  will,  dated  Dec.  20,  J547,  dcfircs  to  be 

buried 
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Buried  in  the  church  of  AQiwyken,  appoints  Urfula 
*his  wife  executrix,  and  mentions  his  brother  Francis 
Thorcfb)-,  eh],  proved  January  9 following. 

In  the  beginning  of  queen  Elizabeth’s  reign,  Tho- 
mas Thorefby,  efq.  had  livery  of  the  manors  of 
Afhwyken,  Bawfey,  Glofihorpe,  S:c.  being  fon  and 
heir  of  Edmund.  In  this  family  it  remained  till 
about  the  year  1600, -when  Francis  Thorefby,  e(q. 
of  Gaywood,  fold  it  to  John  Drury,  cfq.  who  in 
167  5 prcfeiited  to  the  re6lor^'  as  lord. 

The  faid  John  Drurv,  efq.  (a  branch  of  die 
Drurys  of  Rougham  in  Suffolk)  married  Elizabeth, 
one  of  the  daughters  and  coheirs  of  George  Fowler, 
cfc|.  of  Weeting,  and  ^vas  lord  of  Holt : from  the 

Drur\'S  it  \\"as  conveyed  to  the  Iron.  Roger  North, 
e.'q.  of  Rougham  in  Norfolk,  about  the  ycar  j 700. 

In  i 754,  George  \Vright,  efq.  died  feifed  of  the 
manors  of  Affiwyken,  Lefiate,  (floffthorpc  and  Flolt, 
rvith  the  ad^'owfon  of  Af}iw\  kcn  and  Leliate ; and 
were  advei tiled  to  be  fold  by  a decree  of  dianeery 

on  Jan.  29,  173.].  He  was  fbn  of  \Vright, 

cfq.  of  Sandy  Downham  in  Suffolk,  and"  married  a 
daughter  of  Roger  North,  efep 

'Fhcfe  manors  were  purcliafed  bv  the  late  John 
Spencer,  cfq.  brother  to  the  late  and  uncle  to  the 
prefent  duke  of  Marlborough,  but  have  within  theie 
few  years  been  fold  b)’  his  (on,  the  prefent  carl  Spen-' 
cer,  to  James  Crowe,  dq.  of  die  city  of  NorVnch, 
who  is  the  prefent  lord, 

.Affiwyken  lies  upon  the  right  of  the  turnpike- 
road  runiimg  from  Lynn,  at  the  diflance  of  five  miles 
fioip  that  port.  Formerly  the  road  to  Lvnn  from 

F 4 Norwiclp 
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Norwich,  near  this  place,  was  extremely  dangerous,- 
and  that  part  particularly  which  palTed  near  Bavvfcy, 
calL’J  Bawley  Bottom,  was  remarkable  for  being, 
perhaps,  the  worfl  piece  of  road  iii  England,  and 
•was  much  dreaded  by  all  travellers  in  carriages  from 
Norwich  to  Lj’nn. 

The  church  of  Alhwyken ’s  dedicated  to  All  Saints, 
and  was  appropriated  to  Weflacve  priory. 

« ^ 

The  church  of  Lefiatc  was  dedicated  to  All  Saints, 
and  appropriated  to  the  priorv  ofWeflacrc.  Service 
is  perlbrmed  in  this  church  every  third  Sunday,  and 
two  Sruidays  at  AOiwyken. 

BABINGLEY.  Sir  Henry  Spelman  obferves,  that 
the  town  is  feated  in  an  angle,  or  nook  of  land  be- 
tween two  rivers,  (called  by  him  the  Ifis  and  the 
Cong)  and  the  towir  I'eems  to  take  its  name  from 
Bab,  or  Ee,  a line  winding  river  ; thus  Bavenburc, 
xjow  called  Bauburgli,  in  Norfolk,  Babvvorth  in  Notr 
tinghamfliire,  Babington  in  Somerfetfhirc,  &;c.  and 
lug  and  Ley,  as  lying  in  the  meadows. 

Butler’s  Manor,  or  West-Hall.  In  the  reign 
of  Henry  I.  lir  William  de  Rudham  held  it;  from 
him  it  came  to  John  de  Boteler,  whole  name  it  flili 
retains. 

In  ^369,  fir  Adam  de  Clifton  •was  lord,  and  pre- 
fented  as  heir  to  Gaily,  and  lb  to  Tatcfiialc;  and 
in  the  45th  of  king  Edwai'd  HI.  Joan,  late  the  wi- 
dow of  John  Boteler,  w'as  found  to  hold  the  manor  of 
Botelers  in  Babingley,  of  the  manor  of  Well- hall  in 
the  laid  town,  and  that  John  was  her  fon  and  heir, 
and  of  age,  as  appears  from  an  intjuilitiou  taken  at 
Babinglov,  on  Wednefday  after  the  feah  of  St.  Simon 

and 

'•  r- 
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and  Jn.dc,  and  that  flie  died  on  Thurfday  after  the 
. fead  of  St.  Margaret,  in  the  43d  of  the  faid  king. 

This  John  Bolder,  fon  of  John  Botelcr  and  Join 
his  wife,  tvas  the  iaO.  heir  male  of  his  family,  and 
^vas  aftenvards  a knierht,  and  his  daughter  and  heir 
Margaret,  being  married  to  Jeffery  Cobbe,  of  San- 
dringham, their  cllate  here  came  into  that  familv, 
wherein  it  continued  till  fold  about  16S6  to  fir  Ed- 
ward Atkins,  who  conveyed  it  foon  after  to  James 
Jdofte,  efq.  and  from  the  Holies  it  cajne  to  Henry 
Cornifir  Idenley,  efq.  of  Sandringham. 

Wf.st-hall,  or  TatishalfIs  Manor.  This  ma- 
nor, the  defeent  of  which  is  very  uncertain,  either 
bv  inheritance  or  purchafe,  came  at  lad  to  tire  fa- 
mily of  the  Cobbes,  in  which  family  it  remained  till 
fold  about  the  year  16S6,  and  afterwards  paffed  to 
the  Holies,  ancl  fo  to  Henry  Cornidi  Henley,  efq, 
in  right  of  his  wife,  Sufan,  daughter  and  folc  heir- 
efs  of  the  late  James  Mode,  efq.  of  Sandringham, 
and  upon  his  deccafe  reverted  to  his  reliid,  the  pre- 
ient  Mrs.  Elenley  of  Sandringham. 

This  church  of  Babinglcy  is  fiippofed  to  be  the 
fil'd  church  that  was  built  in  this  countv.  The  river, 
or  more  properly  the'  channel,  parts  it  Yrora  Cadle- 
Rifing,  which  was  formerly  a fea-port  town:  though 
the  fca  has  left  it,  the  tide  dill  floivs  up  the  riv'cr. 
The  woods  of  Babinglcy  and  W oolferton,  adjoinuig 
to  it,  aie  very  valuable,  and  abound  in  game. 

. Theprefent  redor  of  this  paridi  is  the  Rev.  James 
Sharp,  prelentcd  in  the  year  1732  by  llieTate  James 
1 loitc,  clq.  of  Sandringham. 


Of 


. 66  HUNDRED  A N D I I A L F 

Of  late  years  a turnpike-road  has  been  made  from 
l.ynn,  through  Gayvvood  and  Callle-Rifing,  to  the 
end  of  Babingley  lane,  adiflanceof  about  fix  miles, 
the  road  before  being  almort  inipaffable  from  the 
depth  of  mud  in  the  winter  time. 

4 

RAAVSEY  and  GLOSTHORPE,  were  ttvo  diflincl 
■'•iliages  at  the  (urtcy,  caiied  Gloreflhorpe  and  Bou- 
I jda,  or  Bovvefeia  ; the  lirft  ^vas  the  capital  manor, 
and  the  other,  Bawfey,  a beruite  to  it,  both  held  by 
Robert  Malet,  a Norman  baroii,  lord  of  Eve  in 
Suffolk. 

Gloreflhorpe  may  take  its  name  from  the  Britous, 
being  by  a Glov-Rc,  that  is  a fair  water;  thus 
(douclieflcr  or  Glolter,  from  Gloy,  in  Welflr,  fair, 
and  Cheflcr. 

Bawfey  takes  its  name,  from  its  fdte,  on  a wind- 
ing llrcani  or  water. 

Willi  am,  Ihrd  k>falct.  was  ivith  the  Concjiicror  at 
the  decilivc  battle  of  Ilaflings,  and  lent  with  the 
bpdv  of  king  Harold,  there  flain,  to  fee  it  decently 
interred.  In  (he  CoiKjueror’s  charter  to  the  dean 
and  canons  of  St.  Martin’s  Ic  Gixuid,  l.ondon,  he 
figned  next  to  the  carls,'  and  had  then  the  title  of 
Princeps.  By  Hefilia  his  wife  he  had  Robert,  to 
whom  the  Corujucror,  ga^•e  the  lionour  of  Eve,  in 
Suffolk,  and  about  two  hundred  and  twenty  manors 
in  that  county,  thirtv-tu’O  in  Yorkfhirc,  three  in  Ed- 
■fex,  one  in  Hampihire,  two  in  Nottinghamlhirc, 
eight  in  I.incolnfhire,  and  the  following  in  Noifolk. 
befidcs  Gloflhorpe  and  Bawfey: — Kilveillon,  in 
Shropham  huntlrcd;  Saxlinghain  aiul  Shottinimn, 
in  Hcnflead  hundred : Scotclord,  in  Eaifhain  huit- 
dicd  ; Giffing,  Burlton, 'i'lu!r]ie,  Roydon,  Sliimpling, 

'I  hclton. 
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Tliclton,  and  Semcre,  in  Difs  hundred  ; Woodton, 
in  Loddon  hundred;  Horslord,  Horfliam,  Bcellon, 
and  Sj)rowflon,  in  Tavcrhairi  hundred  ; Eafton  and 
Dilhain,  in  Tuuftcad  hundred ; Frettou  and  Man'-* 
ivick,  in  Do[)wadQ.  hundred. 

This  Robert  was  n-rcat  chamberlain  of  England-, 
under  king  Menrv  T.  but  in  the  2d  year  of  that 
Jdng  was  baniflied,  and  deprived  of  his  poffeffions 
in  England,  for  adhering  to  Robert  Curtois,  that 
king’s  eldeft  brother,  duke  of  Nonnandv. 

After  a variety  of  pofTeffors  under  different  princes, 
the  lordflrip  of  Bawlcy  ivas  hold  by  John  Con\’crs, 
cfq.  (fon  of  fir  Robert  Conyers,  and  Maud  his  wife, 
daughter  of  fir  John  Fitz-Ralph)  who  inairied  Elia- 
jjor,  fifler  and  foheir  of  ^Villiam,, fon  of  fir  \Vblliaui 
Ych  erton,  (knight  of  die  bath  at  king  Edirard  M”s, 
coronation,  and  one  of  the  juftices  of  t!ie  king’^ 
bencli)  but  hai'ing  no  ilfuc,  it  defeended-to  ff’homas 
Conyers,  brother  of  John,  who  left  tivo  daughters 
and  coheirs ; Ann  married  to  Thomas  Spehnan, 
clc|.  of  Elliugham  Magna  ; and  Ela  married  to  fir 
Robert  Lovell,  fecond  fon  of  Hr  Ralph  l.ovell,  of 
Barton  Bendifli  in  Norfolk,  and  brother  to  fir  Tho- 
mas Lovell,  knight  of  the  garter,  which  Robert  was- 
knighted  at  Blackheath  field  in  1497. 

About  tlie  6th  year  of  cpieen  Elizabeth,  Thomas 
1 horefby,  fon  and  heir  of  Edmund  Thorciliy,  had 
livery  of  a moiety  of  the  manor  of  Bawfey,  and 
two  third  parts  of  the  manor  of  Glollhorpe;  and 
krancis  Mountford,  eftp  had  livery  of  a third  part 
of  that  manor,  about  thc-22d  of  the  f;;id  ([ueen,  held 
of  the  honour  of  Eye;  and  Jane  Thorefby  prefent- 
ed,  as  lady  of  Ikiwfey,  in  1681,  and  William  Tho- 
iplbVj  Cent,  in  1719. 


The 
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The  fitualion  of  this  town  is  very  indifferent,  he- 

mg  placed  m Iwamps,  and  furrounded  with  fands. 

Jt  lies  about  three  miles  to  the  north-cafl  of  Lvnn. 

/ 

r 

The  prefent  reffor  is  the  Rev.  Samuel  Rcatniffe, 
vvho  was  prefented  in  1728  by  Edmund  Hill. 

Bll.NEY,  WEST.  West  Bilney  Manor  Bel- 
hoi'se’s  : fo  called  from  Thomas  de  Bcihoufe,  whq 
>was  lord  in  the  reign  of  Henry  111. 

After  various  defeents  in  the  family  of  Bcihoufe, 
under  dilFerent  princes,  this  manor  rvas  conveyed,  in 
the  reign  of  Edward  VI.  to  Thomas  Mildraay,'  efq. 
from  him  it  dcfccndcd  to  his  ff>n,  hr  Thomas  JMild- 
rnav%  who  conveyed  it  to  Francis-^Windham,  a judge 
of  the  King’s  Bench,  in  the  reign  of  qiieen  Eliza- 
beth. 

Thomas  Windham,  efq.  fon  of  fir  Henn'-^Vind- 
ham,  of  Eelbrigge,  fold  it  to  lir  Edward  Bujlock, 
knierht,  of  E.lfex. ; and  afterwards  it  came  to  the  fa- 
mily  of  the  Ereakes  in  Elants,  who  removed  into 
Ireland. 

’■  Sir  Ralph  Ereake  was  created  a baronet,  June  4, 
J713,  and  his  youngcfl  fon.  lir  John  Ereake,  fold 
it  about  the  year  1751  to  Mr.  Francis  Dalton,  of 
' Swaffhaq/  in  this  county,  whole  only  fon,  Erancis 
Dalton,  dying,  in  confcquence  of  a violent  fall  Irnm 
his  horfe,  ’ by  which  his  thigh  was  broke,  left  this 
ellate  and  manor  to  Air.  W'illiam  Dalton,  ol  SwalT 
ham,  the  prelent  proprietor. 

Monpinzoun’s  M.anor.  This  manor,  indhc- reign 
of  Edward  IT.  was  held  by  die  family  of  Monpiu- 
20UU,  Irom  which  it  derives  its  iramc,  and  in  procefs 
■ ■ ’ of 
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of  lime  c3mSi  like  tlie  iiu-mor  of  Bciboufe,  to  tlie 
liiiiiilies  of  Alilclniny,  Wincllism,  Bullock,  ireuke^ 
find,  to  Ml'.  W illifiin  Dfilton,  ili_e  picient  piopiictoi. 

'I"he  chiircb  is  dedicated  to  St.  Caecilia. 

This  town  is  fituated  about,  eight  miles  from 
l.\-nn,  in  the  road  t6  Sivalfliam. 

CASTLE-ACRE.  ( Called  in  Doomfday-book,,- 
Acre,  from'  its  feite  by  a river  of  running  water,  was 
the  lordfiiip  of  Toche,  a Saxon  thane,  in  king  Ed- 
ward’s time,  and  granted  at  the  conciuefl  by  king 
^\■iiiIaI^  I.  to  William  earl  Warren  in  Normandyy, 
and  after  of  Surry  in  England,  who  attended  him  in 
his  expedition  into  England,  and  was  rewarded  alia 
with  tlicfc  following  lordHrips  in  Norfolk:  Walton, 
Geyton,  Grimflone,  Conghain,  Millington,  Mailing- 
ham,  Harplcy,  Amncr,  in  Frecbridge  hundrcxi. — ^ 
Suuilioc,  Shernbourne,  Ba;wi:k  and  Fring,  in  Dock- 
ing hundred, — Heacham  and  SncttiHiam,  in  vSmitb-- 
don  hundred. — W'ilton,  Feltwcll,  Methwold,  North- 
wold,  Mundford,  Colvcllon,  Keburn,  Santon,  Otc-, 
ringey,  Weeting,  and  Cranwife,  in  Grimfhoc  hun- 
dred.— ^Thexton,  Cailoii,  l.’oits,,  Ellingham,  Seoul- 
toil  and  Gridon,  in  Wavland  hundred. — 'Marliam,' 
Fincham,  Hclgay,  WimbottiQiam,  Denver,  Derehani 

and  Outweil,  in  Clackclofe  hundred. Stinton, 

Kcrcliflone,  Hackford,  Dalliug,  Thurning  and  Elfing, 

in  Eynslbrd  hundred. ^T’averham  in  Tavorham 

lumdred. — ^ — Coliilhall,  Moitoft,  Wick  mere.  Wool- 
tenon,  Farningharn,  Mannington,  Irmingland,  Cor-' 
jmflcy,  Tuttingion,  Brampton,  Cawilon,  Hautlipv.s. 

and  Crakeford,  in  South  Fipingham  hundred. 

Ikidon,  Wilton,  Bui  ton,  Walihain  and  Ridon,  in, 
l uriUead  humlred. — Filby  in  Ead  Elegg  hundred. — 
Carlctoii  in  Depwade  imruded. Lurling,  Rock- 

land, 
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iJind,  Roudham,  and  Illington,  in  Sliropham  Inm- 

dred. Norton,  Wikc  and  Banham,  in  Guiltcrofs 

hundred. GrcfTenliall,  Sxaruing,  Lcxiiam,  ^Vea- 

fcnham,  KempBon,  Franfham,  Rougliam,  T'ittle- 

Uiall,  and  Staiaficld,  in  Launditch  hundred.' 

\Vyraondliam,  Morley,  Wicklewood,  Dcopham, 
Wdborne,  Colton,  Barnham  and  7’ochcthorpe,  in 
Forchoe  hundred. — Mattifhal],  Burgh,  i.etton.  Ship- 
dam,  Thuxton  and  Riling,  in  Milford  hundred. — 
Dudlington,  Cley,  Hilburgh,  Bradenham,  Palgravc, 
South-acre,  Bodney,  Pickenham,  in  South  Greenhoc 

hunched. -Scukhorpe,  Bafham,  Kettleflone,  Wha- 

terden,  FuhnerRonc,-  Croxton,  Creak,  Snoring,  Rv- 
burgh,  Stibbard  and  Burnham,  in  Callow  hundred. 
— Rudham.  Eagthorpe*  Syderflone,  Houghton,  Tat- 
icrlet,  Hclhougluon,  Scirford,  Hempton,  and  Bar- 

mere,  in  Brothercrols  hundred j Wiverton  and 

Briflon,  in  Holt  hundred: — ^Flolkham  and  EgmerCj 
in  North  Greenhoe  hundred. — Giiningham,  Knap- 
tori,  d’horpe,  Mundellcy,  Repps,  North  and  South 
Gref  ham,  Aldborough.Aylmcrton,  Barningham,  Plum- 
Bead,  Suflead,  Wooltet'ton  and  Trunch,  in  North 
Lrpingham  hundred. 

Earl's  ManoR;  In  the  year  1206,  earl  \Villiam, 
the  lecond  earl  Warren,  otved  king  John  a palfrey, 
as  a fine  for  not  being  a jufticiary  of  the  Cinque 
Potts ; and  in  the  gth  of  that  king,  he  and  the  arch- 
bifliop  of  Canterbury  paid  a line  that  their  knights 
fhould  not  go  over  into  Poiflou.  In  the  ift  of 
Henry  III.  there  being  fome  dilletences  between  the 
king  and  him,  a truce  evas  made  bettveen  tlicm  for 
ciglu  da\  s,  from  tlie  feall  of  St.  Tiberius  and  ^*alc- 
lius,  belore  the  pope’s  legate,  and  levcral  noblemen 
of  the  king’s  council,  at  Chichefler|  and  he  was 
apjioimcd,  in  the  4th  of  that  king,  to  meet  the  king 
of  Scot/S  at  Berwick,  and  to  conducl  him  to  'I'ork, 

c\  here 
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where  the  king  oF  England  w-ould  meet  him  : and  iii 
his  Qth  year,  he  accounred  for  the  p'rolits  oF  the 
toLiniy  ot  Surry,  as  fheriB. 

1 Te  married  two  wi^'es  ; firft,  Maud,  daughter  of 
the  carl  of  Arundel,  who  died  without  iiluc;  le- 
condlv,  Maud,  lifter  of  Anl’elmc  Maicfchal,  earl  of 
Pembroke,  widow  of  Hugh  Bigod,  earl  of  Norfolk, 
ami  left  bv  her  John  Elantagenet,  his  fon  and  fuc- 
celfoff,  in  124.0;  in  Avhich  year,  Aland  liis  mother 
had  liA-e  knights  fees  and  an  half  in  Burnham,  of  the 
fee  of  this  carl,  aftigned  to  her;  eight  held  bv  Ralph 
dc  Mennc^',  one  b\-  Geftrev  Glanvile,  and  four  bv 
Peter  dc  Kenct,  as  part  of  her  dower;-,  and  in  the 
faid  year,  tlie  kino:  ordered  the  barons  of  the  cxche- 
quer,  that  this  earl  fhould  have  the  tliird  penny  of 
the  profits  ol  the  county  of  Surfy,  which  his  ancef- 
tors  held. 

This  manor  was  called  Earfs'  f\lanor,  moft  pr,o- 
bably,  h oiu  the  earl  W^arren,'  whole  family  was  long 
in  polfellion  of  it. 

John,  earl  \yarren  and  Suity,  foon  after  his  grancl- 
father's  death,  married,  in  the  3.3d  of  king  Edw.  I, 
Juan  de  Barr,  daughter  of  iienry,  earl  of  Barr  in. 
France,  by  Eleanor  his  wife,  daughter  of  the  afore-, 
laid  king,  and  was  deputed  by  the  earl  of  Hereford 
Conftablc  of  England. 

Jn  the  year  ot  Edward  II.  he  ga^/c  great  part 
of  his  eftatc,  with  his  caft.le  and  nuinor  hcref  to  the 
laid  king,  who  in  the  next  year  regranted  it  to  hint, 
and  had  in  the  fame  year  Licenfe  to  purfae  his'  di- 
vorce horn  the  alxive-mcntioncd  lady  liis  wife,  be< 
lute  ccitain  eccleliaftics  delegated  for  that  purpofe, 
and  lold  about  the  funic  time  this  lordlitip  and  callle, 

^ pith 
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with  that  of  Caflle-acrc  Wykcn,  to  Adomarus  de 
\'alemia,  earl  of  Pembroke,  who  \va3  found  to  die 
feifed  of  it  (by  the  efchcator,  John  dc  Blomcfield)  on 
June  23,  in  the  17th  of  Edward  II.  and  David  de 
Strabolgi,  earl  of  Athol,  and  Joan  his  wife,  (filltr 
and  coheir  to  the  earl  of  Pembroke)  were  found  to 
hold  it  in  the  ifl  of  Edward  III. 

Soon  after  the  aforefaid  John,  earl  Warren,  8cd. 
was  polTelfed  of  it,  and  in  the  gth  of  Edward  111. 
granted  it  to  that  king  and  his  heirs,  who  on  the 
'Tih  of  Tune,  in  the  laid-  year,  regranted  it  to  the 
earl  for  life;  remainder  to  Richard  earl  of  Arundel; 
and  on  an  inquifition  taken  at  CaRle-acre,  July  18, 
In  the  Qifl  of  that  king,  by  William  dc  Middleton, 
the  king’s  efchcator,  it  r\'as  found  that  John  Warren, 
kite  earl  of  Surry,  died  on  the  eve  of  St.  Peter  and 
St.  Paul  hiR  pall,  feifed  of  this  manor  and  caflle  for 
life,  of  tire  king’s  grant;  remainder  to  Richard  carl 
of  Arundel,  and  his  heirs  ; that  the  herbage  within 
the  caflle,  and  in  the  ditch,  was  worth  5s.  per  ann. 
that  there  were  three  hundred  acres  of  arable  land, 
3’alued  at  75s.  at  3d.  per  acre,  eight  acres  of  mea^ 
dow  at  1 2d.  per  acre,  fifteen  of  paflure  at  qd.  per 
acre,  rent  of  aflife  13b  per  ann.  a market  and  fair 
1 3s  qd.  pleas  and  perquifites  of  court,  'with  the  Icte, 
bos.  per  arm. 

Dugdalc  relates,  that  Joan,  countefs  of  Warren^ 
wife  to  this  earl,  being  to  go'  beyond  fea,  in  the 
19th  of  this  king,  on  fbme  Ipecial  employment  for 
the  king,  had  prOhCcTion  for  all  her  lands,  &c.  and 
that  loon  alter  fhc  died,  and  the  earl  married  a fc- 
cond  wife  ; but  it  appears  that  the  firfl  furvived  him. 
He  was  married  indeed  to  Ifabel  de  Houland,  as  is 
poved  by  an  indenture  made  bet3vccn  him  and  the 
king,  in  his- 20th  year,  June  2,  and  by  his  laft  will, 
; ' wherciu 
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W’hercin  he  gives  a ring  with  a ruby,  8cc.  to  the  faid 
1 label  his  wife,  and  died  June  30,  134/1  in  the  21ft 
of  Edward  III. 

Richard  Fitz-Alan,  fon  of  Edmund  Fitz-AIan,  earl 
‘of  Arundel,  by  Alice,  filler  and  heir  to  jolm  earl 
Warren,  8cc.  fucceeded  him,  was  lord  of  this  ma- 
nor, and  earl  of  Surry  and  Arundel,  on  whole 
death,  in  1375,  Richard  his  fon  and  heir,  by  Alia- 
norc,  daughter  to  Henry  earl  of  Lancafler,  relitl  of 
Henry  loid  Beaumont,  inherited  the  faid  honours, 
to  whom  king  Richard  II.  in  his  i itlv  vear,  and  to 
Henry  earl  of 'Derby,  Thomas  earl  of  Warwick, 
Thomas  earl  Marlhal,  and  Thomas  duke  of  Glou- 
celler,  granted  twenty  thoufand  pounds  out  of  the 
fubfidy  railed  for  the  king,  as  charges  and  cxpences 
they  had  been  at  for  the  honour  of  the  crown,  and 
the  fafety  of  the  kingdom,  in  acting  againfl  the  duke 
of  Ireland;  but  in  the  2 ill  of  the  faid  king,  he 
was  beheaded,  and  his  ehate  and  this  manor  granted 
to  riiomas  Mowbray,  earl  marflial  and  earl  of  Not- 
tingham, and  aftenvards  duke  of  Norfolk,  who  mar- 
ried his  daughter,  and  is  laid  to  be  fo  inhuman,  as 
to  bind  up  his  eyes  and  become  his  executioner. 

On  the  accelhon  of  king  Henry  IV.  to  the  crown, 
Thomas,  fon  and  heir  ol  this  Richard,  earl  of  Surry 
and  Arundel,  by  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William 
Bohun,  carl  of  Northampton,  was  rcllored  in  blood, 
made  knight  of  the  Bath,  on  that  king^s  coronation, 
and  carl  of  Surry  and  Arundel : he  married  Beatrix, 
an  illegitimate  daughter  to  the  king  of  Portugal,  but 
dying  without  ilfue,  left  three  lifters  and  coheirs,  in 
^4^6,  when  this  manor  and  caftle  came,  by  virtue 
of  an  entail  made  by  Richard  Fitz-Alan,  "earl  of 
Arundel,  in  the  21ft  of  Edw'.  III.  to  fir  John  Fitz- 
Alan,  commoply  called  fir  j.ohn  Arundld,  coufin 
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and  heir  male  to  tliQ  laH;  earl  Thomas,  and  grand- 
fon  to  earl  Richard,  who  dying  in  1431,  king  Hen- 
ry V.  granted  the  cuRody  of  this  manor  imd  caflle, 
then  in  the  king’s  hands,  (as  guardian  to  John,  fou 
of  John,  carl  of  Arundel  and  Surry,  by  Alianore,  - 
daughter  of  fir  John  Berkley)  to  fir  John  Cornwayl, 
knight,  with  the  marriage-  of  the  laid  minor,  who 
was  afterwards  retained  by  king  Henty  V.  in  the 
wars  of  France,  where  dying,  in  the  13th  of  Henry 
VL  was  buried  in  the  church  of  the  Friers  Minors 
at  Beauvois,  leaving  by  Maud  his  wife,  daughter 
of  Robert  Lovell,  Humphrey  his  fon  and  heir-, 
which  Humphrey  being  a minor,  died  in  the  1 6th 
of  the  laid  king  feifed  of  this  lordfhip  and  caflle, 
when  William  Fitz-Alan,  his  father’s  brother,  inhe- 
rited the  eflate  and  honour;  which  William  had, 
by  Joan  his  wife,  daughter  of  Richard  Nevill,  earl 
of  Salifbury,  Tlromas  his  heir  and  luccelTor,  in  the 
3d  of  Henry  VII.  tvho  had  livery  of  all  his  father's 
manors  and  lands  on  May  the  2ifl,  was  earl  of 
Arandel;  and  on  his  dcatli,  in  the  the  16th  of  Hen- 
ry VIII.  left  William,  lord  Matrevers,  his  fon  and 
heir,  by  Margaret,  daughter  of  Richard  Widvile, 
earl  Rivers,  and  filler  to  king  Edward  IV.’s  queen, 
which  marriage  was  fettled  in  Oclober,  1464,  at 
Reading. 

> 

This  William,  earl  of  Arundel,  married  , 

daughter  of  Henrv  earl  of  Northumberland,  and  on 
his  death,  in  15.I3,  was  fticceeded  by  Henry  kitz- 
Alan,  his  fon  and  heir,  who  married  Catherine, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Grey,  marquis  of  Dorfet,  by 
whom  he  had  two  daughters  and  coheirs;  Jane, 
who  manied  John  lord  I.umley,  and  Mary,  to  Tho- 
mas Howard  duke  of  Norfolk,  by  whom  the  earH 
dom  of  Arundel  was  brought  into  that  family,  but 
the  manor  of  Caflle-aere  was  fold  by  the  aforefaid 
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Henry,  in  the  ift  year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  to  fir 
Thomas  Grelham,  knight,  from  whom  it  was  con- 
veyed to  Thomas  Cecil,  who  was  afterwards  earl  of 
Exeter;  and  fir  Edward  Coke,  lord  chief  juftice, 
bought  it  of  Wfilliam  Cecil  earl  of  Exeter,  whofe 
li/lcr  Elizabeth  he  married,  and  in  this  family  it  re- 
mained, the  right  honourable  Thomas  Coke,  earl  of 
Leicefler,  the  late  lord,  dying  polfeiled  of  it  in  1759. 

Fox  s Manor..  John  Fox  of  Cafile-acre,  by  his 
^tvill,  dated  on  the  feaft  of  St.  Michael,  1434,  died 
.Feifed  of  it,  and  left  it  to  his  eldefl  fon  Thomas’,  and 
rvas  buried  in  the  priory  church. 

From  the  above  John  Fox  this  manor  probably 
took  its  name. 


By  an  inquifition  taken  at  Nortvich,  Oaober  2<?. 

m the  14th  of  king  Charles  I.  Becke.  Gent! 

was  found  to  die  feized  of  . the  manor  of  Foxes,  Au~ 
guff  21,  1636,  held  of  fir  Robert  Coke,  in  foccage, 

o his  manor  of  Cafile-acre,  and  Jeremy  was  his  fon 
and  lieir. 


^ After  this  it  was  poffelfed  by  tlie  Doves,  of  Upton 
m Northamptonfhirc,  and  fold  in  the  reign  of  king 

George  I.  by Dove,  dq.  ,o  fir  Thomas  Cok  ® 

carl  of  Leicefler. 


Mr  P^bably  came  to  the  Doves  by  the  marriage  of 
Becke,  in  1633,  (to  Thomas  Dove, 
elq.)  daughter  of  William  Becke  of  CaRleracre. 


WriyTrcaorl”  bm  Tf'*  “ 

Ldhouth  “ '>=•«■,  a north 

aoa  lomh  .Qc,  covered  with  lead,  and  a chancel 

^ ® thatched : 
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iliatched  ; at  the  wefl  end  is  a lofty  four-fquare  tower, 
with  five  bells. 

L he  prefent  vicar  is.  the  Rev.  Mr.  Langton,  of 
I.ongford  in  Derbv(hirc,  who  was  prefented  in  the 
year  1775  by  the  late  Wenman  Cpke,  efq.  of  I.ong- 
ford, on  fucceeding  to  the  earl  of  Leiceller’s  eflate, 
on  the  deniife  of  the  countefs  of  Leicefler  in  the 
beginning  of  that  year, 

In  the  call  windo'w  of  the  church  are  the  arms  of 
the  carl  Warren,  checque,  or,  and  aztire;  and  about 
the  church  alfo  in  the  windows,  were  the  arms  of 
the  earls  of  Arundel,  gules,  a lion  rampant,  or;  Le 
(riofs,  quarterly,  argent  and  azure,  on  a bend,  fa- 
ble, three  martlets,  or ; Mortimer,  earl  of  Marfli ; 
Bohun,  carl  of  Northampton ; Haflings  and  Valen- 
cia, quarterly,  carls  ol  Pembroke ; Beauchamp,  earl 
of  Warwick,  See. 

Thomas  Candelcr  of  Cafllcacre,  by  his  will  dated 
in  1514,  was  buried  indie  church,  and  gave  two 
doles,  called  Coding  and  Wcllgate,  to  Thomas 
March  and  his  heirs,  “.  on  the  condition  of  keeping 
“ a light  in  the  bafon  before  our  Lady  in  the  cha- 
“ pel,  with  5 Wcixe  candels  to  be  light  at  ev’ry  prin- 
“ cipal  fc’Re,  in  e\-cry  dobil  fefle  2,  and  every  fm- 

gle  fefle  1 ; on  a negled  whereof,  then  the  church 
“ jeeves  to  take  the  doles,  and  to  keep  the  fame.” 

Castlk-acre  Priory  and  Manor  was  founded 
on  the  following  occalion.  William  de  Warren 
(the  firfl  carl  Warren,  alfo  earl  of  Moreton  and 
Surry)  being  on  a pilgrimage  to  Rome  with  his 
countefs,  in  their  way  vifited  many  of  the  foreign 
inonaflcrics,  and  being  received  with  particular  re- 
fped  by  the  prior  and  convent  of  Cluni  in  Burgun- 
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dy,  were  admitted  into  their  fraternity ; and  liaving 
lonc^  before  determined  to  found  fomc  religions 
houfe  for  the  welfare  of  their  fouls,  the'y  now  came 
to  a refolution  to  found  it  for  the  order  of  Clun\al 
Monks  : accordingly,  they  obtained  of  the  prior  and 
convent  four  of  their  monks,  of  whom  one  Lanzo 
was  chief;  and  the  earl  on  his  return  to  England 
granted  the  church  of  St.  Pancras,  handing  under 
his  cable  of  Lewes  in  Suffex,  to  the  order,  and  en-- 
dowed  it  with  lands  and  poffefhons  for  the  fajjport 
and  mamteriance  of  twelve  Clunial  Monks,  and 
confirmed  the  fame  to  them  by  charter.  This  hap- 
pened about  the  year  1078.  Not  long  after,  lb 
great  was  his  devotion  and  attachment  to  this  order, 
that  he  annexed  the  church  of  Cahleacre,  and  ma- 
nor, given  him  by  the  Conqueror,  with  two  cara- 
cutes  of  land,  to  the  monks  of  St.  Pancras,  apd 
determined  on  founding  another  monahery  at  Cable- 
acre,  tvhich  biould  be  fubordinate  to  that  at  Lewes, 
This  he  accomplibied  accordingly,  and  dedicated  it 
to  God,  St.  Mary,  and  the  holy  apoflles  St»  Peter 
and  St.  Paul,  giving  the  monks  the  name  of'thp 
Clunial  Monks  of  St.  Pancras  at  Lewes,  ferving 
God  at  Acre.  Herbert,  bifhqp  of  Norwich,  conbi- 
tuted  the  church  and  monabery  here,  and  placed 
therein  Clunial  Monks,  under  the  rule  of  St.  Bene- 
di<b. 

_ In  a charter  granted  to  this  priory,  William  biles 
hjmfelf,  earl  of  Surry,  and  for  the  falvation  of  his 
own  foul,  and  that  of  his  father  atid  his  mother, 
and  his  heirs,  gives  to  this  prioiy  the  church  of 
Acre,  the  church  of  Methwold  and  advowfon  there- 
of, the  church  of  Leaden  Roding  (in  Effex)  anci 
adcowfbn,  with  thofc  of  Wicknierc  and  Trunch, 
and  two  j>arts  of  the  tithes  of  his  demeans  in  Grini- 
bone  in  Norfolk.— Witneffes,  William  his  fon,  Wi- 
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mcr  his  fewer,  William  Blanche,  Walkclin  de  Rofet, 
Hugh  de  Wanci,  Robert  de  Mortimer. 

Herbert,  bifliop  of  Norwich,  confirmed  the  grant 
of  this  founder,  and  certified  that  the  monks  of 
Hacra  had  entered  on  that  church  with  his  confent, 
and  that  the  monaficry  there  built,  was  built  by  his 
provifion. 

William,  the  fecond  earl  of  Warren  and  Surry, 
confirmed  the  aforefaid  grant,  and  gave  himfclf  ma- 
ny other  grants  of  lands  and  revenues  to  this  priory, 
which  bifliop  Everard  appropriated  and  confirmed  to 
them.  Several  others  of  this  family  of  Surry  gave 
churches  and  large  endowments,  fo  that  in  procefs 
of  time  the  priory  of  Cafileacre  became  one  of  the 
richefl  and  moll  conliderable  in  England. 

Henry  I.  confirmed  the  grants  of  earl  Warren  as 
follows : jVotum  Jit  p'Jefilib  ; et  JuLuris  qd.  Ego  Hen- 
ricus,  Dei  gratia  Rex  Anglor.  p.  Jalutc  a'i'a  mere  et  an- 
tece[fo}\  mcor.  et  p.Jlalu,  et  p.  prqfperitate  regni,  come- 
do Deo  et  Jcce  Marice  de  Achra  et  f 'cis  ap'lis  Pertro  ct 
Paulo,  et  nionachis  de  Jco.  Panciatio  ibm.  Deo  Jcrvien- 
tib;  quicquid  Will,  de  Warrenna  dedit  as  fcil.  in  ip' a 
Achra  duas  cariic'atas  terre,  et  hocq  fregerunt  de  brneriis 
ejiis,  et  culturam  cum  mora  ubi  ecc  a fundata  cjl- — Sig- 
num  Heni.  Regis,  J.  Rogeri  cpi. — -f.  Robti  epi. — -J.  llilli. 
Comitus — f.  Hen.  Comitis—J.  Ran.  cancell,-~J.  Gilbi. 
de  Aquila.—f.  Herberti  epi.—f.  Wilh.  de  Albeni. — 
W'illi-  de  Curcy—r-J.  Wdli.  Mejchines — -J.  Willt.  Pipa'clli 
i—f.  Stowe — J.  Jordani  de  Saiaco — -J.  Rog.  fd  Ric. 

William',  'the  third  earl  Warren  and  Surry,  on 
the  dedication  of  the  new  church  of  this  priory, 
confirmed  all  the  donations  of  his  anceftors  and 
barons,  tliat  is,  lords  of  towns  under  him. 


Everard 
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Evcrard,  bifljop  of  Norwich,  confirmed  about 
the  year  1140,  the  right  of  prefentation,  or  right  of 
tithes  belonging  to  this  priory,  in  thefe  following 
churches : Acre,  Newton  (by  Caftlc-acre)  Eaft  and 
Lexham,  Dunham  Magna,  with  St.  Mary  s 
chapel,  Kcmpflon,  WhilTonfet,  Weafenham  St.  Pe- 
ter, and  St.  Paul,  Sengham,  (Shingham)  Otringhee, 
and  Methwold,  Wiggenhall  .St.  Mary  Magdalen', 
Haverhill,  Depden,  Hafpale,  B^fton,  Trunch,  Wick- 
mere,  Iteringfiam,  Hailedune,  Fulmondcflone,  Eaft 
Bafliam,  We'fl  Balliam,  Tatterfet  St.  Andrew,  Cong- 
liam,  and  tfie  patronage  pf  the  monaftery  of  St.  An- 
drew de  Bromholin. 

King  Henry  II.  confirmed  to  the  priory  the 
churches  of  Newton  by  Acre,  South  Creak,  anc| 
Fiete,  and  granted  thc.m  to  be  free  from  all  toil. 

Joljin  Plantagenet,  earl  of  Warren,  by  his  deed 
reciting  that.  Whereas  liis  flewards  and  others  his 
officers  in  Norfolk,  had  demanded  of  this  priory 
certain  penfions  of  meats  and  drinks  as  their  right, 
given  at  firft  by  the  monks  out  of  their  free  will 
and  refpe(fi;  to  the  ferv'ants  of  the  earls  of  Warren, 
belonging  to  their  manor  of  Wike  in  -Caflle-acre, 
he  by  this  deed  quits  claiin  to  the  fame,  and  charges 
his  officers  not  to  demand  or  receive  it  fpr  the  fq-  . 
tuce,  dated  Mav  10,  Edward  II.  q°.  ' 

Symon,  biffiop  of  Norwich,  confirmed  to  the  faid 
priory  tlie  churches  of  Eaft  Acre,  Newton,  Soutlj 
Creak,  Weft  Bafliam,  Kempftone,  Methwold,  St. 
'Mary  Magdalen  Wiggenhall^ ' with  rpany  other  do- 
nations. . .t 

Numberlefs  were  the  ben.£la<ftors  and  benefaftions 
given  to  this  priory ; churches,  lands,  and  revenues 
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without  end  by  the  laity  of  thofe  times.  The  arch- 
bifhop  of  Canterbury  contented  himfelf  with  grant- 
ing indulgences. 

Walter  de  Grancourt  gave  by  fine,  in  the  4th  of 
Henry  III.  the  church  of  Fulmondeflone,  which 
they  had  of  the  grant  of  Hugh  his  ancellor. 

Adam  Talbot  gave  by  fine,  37th  of  Henry  III. 
the  church  of  St.  Michael  of  Fincham. 

William  Bardolf  gave  the  church  of  St.  Peter  of 
North  Buiiingham. 

‘ John  Pcckliam,  archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  granted 
ah  indulgence  of  thirty  days  to'  all  who  would  pray  for 
the  foul  of  William,  the  third  earl  W^arrcn,  and  fif- 
teen days  for  that  of  Lla  his  countcfs,  and  twenty 
days  for  the  fouls  of  William,  the  firft'eafl  Warren 
and  Surry,  and  GundrCde  his  wife,  dated  at  South 
Mailing,'  the  3d  of  tile  ides  of  July,  12S3. 

About  this  time  the  prior  was  found  to  hold  four 
hundred  and  fixty  acres  of  arable  land,  twenty  of 
paflufe, 'ten 'of  meadow,  five  water  mills,  with  the 
'liberty' of  fil'hing' therein,  in  pure  alms,  and  diyers 
Other la'iTds  in  this  town,  dield  by  thirty-fix  tenants, 
a court  baron,  two  folds,  two  free  boars,  and  two 
bulls  of  tfic  earl  Warren. 

' y 

* ’‘In  tire  47th  of  Edwarddll.  this  prioiy  was  made 
tfi'digena,  and  not  fubjeft,  as  a cell,  to  the  prior  of 
Lfewes. 


The  monks  certified  to  the  king  that  the  prior 
and  convent  of  UalUe-acre  were  all  Erigliflimen, 
and  not  aliens,  or  the  fubjed  of  any  foreign  power, 

nor 


OF  FREERRIDGE.  8i 

nor  paid  any  rents  or  pcnfions,  or  owed  obedience 
to  the  abbot  oF  Cluni,  except  only  when  he  came 
into  England  to  ^dfit  the  priory,  whereupon  the 
houfe  was  allowed  to  be  mdigena,  native,  and  not 
alicuigena,  alien,  and  was  prh'ileged  accordingly. 

Several  fmall  priories  or  cells  belonged  to  this, 
Bartholomew  de  Granvilc  confirmed  it  to  the  priory 
of  Bromholm  in  Norfolk,  founded  by  his  father 
William. 

William  de  Huntingfeld  gave  the  priory'  of  Mend- 
ham  in  Suffolk ; William,  the  third  earl  Warren, 
the  priory  of  Slevefholm  in  Methwold;  William  de 
•Lifewis,  and  Godfrey  his  fon,  that  of  Normanf- 
burgh  in  South  Rainhaui.  The  ]rrior  of  Coin  in 
Ellcx  paid  an  annual  pcnfion  of  26s.  per  aim.  a 
penfion  of  26s.  8d.  per  ann.  out  of  the  church  of 
Afpal  in  Suffolk,  and  five  marks  out  of  that  of 
(iayton  in  Norfolk,  and  a pcnfion  out.  of  Barefield 
Parva  in  Effex. 

But  the  time  was  approaching  in  which  this  proud 
and  wealthy  monaffery,  which  had  fhook  off  de- 
pendence upon  its  original  order  and  church,  was 
to  refign  its  honours,  and  ghx  up  its  riches  to  the 
hand  of  power. 


On  the  22d  of  November,  1533,  Thomas  Mail- 
ing, prior,  and  his  convent,  furrendered  this  priory, 
with  the  manor  of  Caffle-acre  Priors,  and  ail  its  ap- 
purtenances, to  king  Henry  Vlll.  In  the  lurrender 
deed  it  is  exprelfed,  “ for  certain  caules,  jull  and 
“ reafonablc,  them,  tjheir  fouls  and  confcicnces 
‘I  efpecially  moving,  together  with  the  feite  of  all 
the  manors,  mefluages,  lands  and  tenements,  rents 
and  feivices,  See.  advowfons,  and  all  manner  of 
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things  •’thereunto  belonging,  in  Norfolk,  Suffolk, 
“ EfTcx,  Middlefex,  Pumbridgeffiire,  &c.  in  England 
“ and  Wales  and  figned  by  Thomas  Mailing, 
prior,  and  ten  monks,  viz.  John  Hounfwojrd,  Wil- 
liam Burgullion,  Robert  Daniel,  Robert  Filke,  Wil- 
liam Elis,  John  Bets,  Edmund  Wadenovve,  John 
Lowe,  Robert  Saary,  and  Robert  Halinan. 

The  king,  on  December  22,  in  his  39th  year, 
granted  the  ,fcite  of  this  priory,  the  prior’s  manor, 
the  impropriated  redory,  and  advowfon  of  the  vica- 
rage, to  Thomas  Howard,  duke  of  Norfolk;  and 
in- the.  2d.  of  Elizabeth,  the  duke  of  Norfolk  alie- 
nated it  to  Thomas  Grcfham,  who  in  the  preceding 
year  had  purchaled  alio  of  Henly,  earl  of  Arundel, 
the  lordfliip,  or  the  earfs  manor  of  Caffle-acre. 
'I’he  duke  is  faid  to  convey  his  part  for  2000I. 
Grcfliam  conveyed Jiis  right  in  both  thefe  lordfhips 
to  Thomas  Cecil,  afterwards  earl  of  Exeter;  and, 
his  Ion  Wdlliam,  earl  of  Exeter,  fold  them  to  fir 
Edward  Coke,  lord  chief  juffice  of  England,  who 
married  his  fiffer.  Sir  Edward  loon  after  fell  under 
the  difpieafure  of  the  king  and  nobles,  was  forbid 
the  court,  and  ffruck  oft'  the  council,  and  lived  in 
great  IbiTOw  and  difgrace : he  was  feparated  from 
his  wife,  his  fon  died  childlcls,  and  his  daughter, 
the  vifeountefs  Purbeck,  lived  an  open  and  fcanda- 
lous  adulterefs.  Sir  Elenry  Spelman  gives  this  among 
many  other  inftances,  of  the  misfortunes  of  thofe 
families  that  have  dealt  in  church  lands ; and  it 
muff  be  acknowledged  the  lord  chief  juftice  dealt 
pretty  largely  in  them,  efpecially  in  the  county  of 
Noilolk.  He  was  a great  lavv\cr,  but  very  rapa- 
cious, as  the  ^•aft  poffelftons  left  behind  him  to  his 
ftclcendants  evidently  llictv. 
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Tlic  late  carl  of  Leicefter  was  lord  of  the  manor 
of  Arundel  or  Earl’s,  Pi  ior’s  and  Fox’s,  and  iin pro- 
prietor and  patron  of  the  vicarage.  His  lordfinp 
left  no  ilTue,  but  died  childlefs  like  his  anceflor 
abovementioned  : he  had  a Ion,  the  late  lord  vif-^ 
count  Coke,  a man  of  great  abilities,  who  died 
childlefs  alfo ; he  reprefented  this  county  in  parlia- 
ment for  one  parliament.  On  his>  deceafe  the  fa- 
mily elf  ate  was  entailed  by  lord  Leicefter  to  a collar 
teral  branch,  Wenman  Roberts  Coke,  of  Longford 
in  Derbylliire,  efq.  the  eldeft  fon  of  his  fifter,  who 
fucceeded  to  it  on  the  demife  of  lady  Leicefter  in 
1775,  and  died  himfclf  foon  after  in  April  1776, 
having  been  elefted  reprefentaiive  of  the  county  at 
the  general  cleftion  in  1774. 

The  fcite  of  the  priory  church  lies  weft  of  the 
caftle,  was  a venerable  large  Gothic  pile,  of  free- 
flonc,  flint,  &c.  and  built  in  a cathedral  or  conven- 
tual manner;  great  part  of  the  front  or  weft  end  of 
it,  is  Hill  remaining,  where  tire  principal  entrance 
was  through  a great  arch,  o\-cr  wliicii  was  a ftatcly 
window ; on  each  fide  of  the  great  door  ■were  doors 
to  enter  into  the  north  and  fouth  illcs,  under  the 
tower,  as  the  grand  door  I'erved  lor  an  entrance  into 
the  nave  or  body ; at  the  north  and  louili  end  of 
this  front,  or  weft  end,  flood  two  towers  fupported 
by  ftrong  arches  and  pillars  ; the  nave  or  body  had 
twelve  great  pillars,  making  leven  arches  on  each 
fide,  the  loweft  joining  to  the  towers;  on  the  eaft 
end  of  the  nave  flood  the  grand  tower,  fupported  by 
four  great  pillars,  through  which  was  the  entrance 
into  the  choir ; on  the  Ibuth  and  north  fide  of  this 
tower  were  two  crofs  illes  or  iranlcepts,  and  at  the 
end  of  the  north  tranfeept  there  feems  to  have  been 
a chapel  or  veftiary  ; the  choir  was  of  equal  breadth 
vuti  tlic  nave  and  ill(^,  but  much  fliortcr,  and  at 

the 


S4  HUNDRED  AND  HALF 

the  eaft  end  of  it  was  in  form  of  a chapel,  and  here 
flood  the  high  altar. 

The  cloider  was  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  church, 
and  had  an  entrance  into  it  at  the  weft  end  of  the 
fouth  ifle,  near  to  the  tower,  and  another  at  the 
eaft  end  of  the  faidufle,  near  the  grand  tower  ; the 
chapter  houfe  feems  to  have  joined  to  the  eaft  fide 
of  the  cluifter,  and  the  dormitory  to  have  been  over 
the  v\'eft  part  of  the  cloifter.  Weft  of  the  cloifter, 
and  adjoining,  was  the  prior’s  apartment,  now  con- 
verted into  a farm  houfe;  in  a large  room  above 
'nails,  called  now  the  prior’s  dining  room,  is  a cu- 
rious bow  window  of  ftone,  confilling  of  nine  pan- 
ncls : in  the  firft  were  the  arms  of  the  priory,  paint- 
ed on  the  glafs  \ in  the  fecond  the  arras  of  the  eaid 
of  Arundel,  and  earl -Warren,  quarterly,  but  now 
broke  and  gone;  in  the  third,  Mowbray,  duke  of  Nor- 
folk, gules,  a lion  rampant,  argent ; 4th,  the  red  and 
vdiitc  rofe  united,  and  a crown  over  it;  ^th,  France 
and  England  quarterly  ; 6th,  the  rofe,  8cc.  as  above  ; 
7th,  eail  Warren’s  arms ; 8th,  quarterly,  the  earl  of 
Arundel  in  the  firft  and  fourth  quarter,  and  in  the 
fecond  and  third  Matrevers,  fable,  fretty,  or,  and 
Fitz-AIan,  baron  of  Cluii,  p.  fefs,  azure  and  argent, 
quarterly;  9th,  argent,  a crofs  corapony,  or,  and 
azure,  between  twelve  crofs  crofslets,  fitclie,  fable; 
the  priory  arms,  as  we  take  it,  and  thefe  letters 
J.  I'l\  joined  together  by  a knot,  and  under  it, 
SPli  V.  PRINCIPALI.  CONFIRMA.  ME. 

By  this  it  appears,  that  this  window  was  built  by 
John  Winclielfey,  prior  in  the  reign  of  Hen.  Vll.  or 
VIIL  afterwards  it  might  be  converted  into  a dining 
room ; but  that  it  was  originally  a large  thapcl,  and 
this  room  was  only  the  weft  end  ol  it,  is  apparent: 
jt  extended  to  the  fouth  towe*  of  the  church,  where 

at 
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at  the  eaft  end  of  it  is  a large  window,  as  in  a cha-' 
pci,  and  a Hep  or  aTccnt  here,  as  to  an  altar,  and 
on  the  louth  wall,  near  to  this  aTcent,  is  an  arched 
can'cd  feat  of  hone,  riling  in  form  of  a pyramid, 
rvith  the  hiield  of  the  earl  Wairen  alone,  which  tef- 
tifies  it  to  be  an  antique  pile,  built  in  their  time, 
before  the  patronage  of  the  priory  came  to  the  earls 
of  Arundel ; and  at  the  north  'eaft  corner,  near  to 
the  altar  place,  is  a door  place  with  a hone  arch ; 
tmd  here  was  a hone  haircafe  which  led  down  into 
the  cloiher. 

In  another  room  was,  a few  years  pah,  in  a win- 
dow, the  broken  portraiture  of  one  of  the  earls  of 
ArUndel,  in  armour,  with  a broad  Iword  in  his 
hand,  and  on  his  furcoat  the  arms  of  Arundel,  Ma- 
trevers  and  Clun,  as  above,  and  part  of  a legend. 

My  trujl  ys  ; alfo  on  a chapeau,  gules,  an 

oaken  hip,  vert,  acorned  or. 

There  are  two  prints  of  the  ruins  of  this  priory, 
one  by  Mr.  Buck,  who  dedicated  it  to  the  lady 
Margaret,  lady  baronefs  of  Clifford  ; and  the  other 
by  Mr.  Millicent.  The  feite  of  it  took  in  feveral 
acres.  The  grand  entrance  was  north  of  the  pr;ory 
church,  where  is  now  handing  a large  and  ftately 
gate-houfe  of  free-hone  ; over  the  arch  as  you  enter 
are  the  arms  of  the  eatl  Warren,  of  Arundel  and  earl 
Wan-en  quarterly,  France  and  England,  and  ihofe 
of  the  priory. 


The  whole  kite  was  inclofed  with  a loftv  ftonc 
wall,  good  part  of  which  is  hill  handing. 

A little  towards  the  call  of  the  priory  hood  the 
cable,  in  a rifmg  ^ound,  from  die  louth  to  the 
north,  inclutling,  vvith  all  its  outworks  and  fortilica^ 

lions, 
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tions,  about  eighteen  acres  of  ground,  in  a circuIaT* 
form;  through  this  there  is  a way,  or  flreet,  called 
now  the  Bailey-flreet,  with  houfes  on  each  fide,  run- 
ning direftly  north  and  fouth ; at  the  entrance  of  this 
ffreet,  on  the  north,  hands  a hone  gate-houfe,  with 
two  round  bahions,  and  had  iwo  doors,  an  inward 
and  outward  one,  with  a portcullis  in  the  middle; 
and  no  doubt  there  was  another  -at  the  entrance  of 
this  hreet,  on  the  fouth  fide,  as  you  come  from 
Swaffham,  as  appears  from  fome  marks  hill  remain- 
ing. Near  the  noith  gate,  on  the  eah  fide  of  the 
hreet,  was  a chapel  for  the  cable,  the  walls  of  which 
are  hill  handing,  and  is  now  a dwelling-houfe ; and 
on  the  eah  fide  of  the  faid  hreet,  near  the  middle  ' 
of  it,  was  a hrong  hone  gate-houfc,  leading  into 
the  outward  court  of  the  great  c,ihlc,  which  was  cir- 
cular, Inclofed  wlih  a hrong  and  lofty  wall  of  free- 
hone.  Hint,  8cc.  and  embattled  feven  feet  thick,  a 
confiderable  part  of  which  is  hill  remaining,  with  a 
deep  ditch,  or  entrenchment,  and  a lofty  embattled 
■wall  round  it ; rvithin  this  was  the  keep ; and  crofs,  ; 
this  deep  ditch  or  entrenchment  arc  three  lofty  walls  4 
at  proper  dillances,  which  join  the  cable  ^vall,  as  ] 
buttrehes,  &c.  The  whole  area  Of  this  cable,  with  ' 
its  entrenches  and  ditches,  and  an  outward  wall  em- 
battled  as  alorefaid,  includes  about  eighteen  acres  of  I 
ground,  and  reaches  near  tin;  river  ; where,  under  * 
this  embattled  outward  wall,  is  a terras  walk,  which  ^ j 
affords  a pleafant  and  agreeable  profpeh  over  the  \ 
country,  and  •(vater  to  lupply  and  fill  the  ditches. 
The  Other  part  of  the  fortifications,  lying  on  the  weh  ; 
fide  of  this  Bailey-hreet,  is  called  the  Barbican,  and  ( 
contains  above  ten  acres  of  land,  and  was  enclofed  J 
by  deep  ditches,  entrenchments,  and  high  ramparts.  i 

This  cable,  no  doubt,  rvas  as  agreeable  for  its  I 
apartments  as  its  fUength,  and  it  appeals  that  king  | 
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Echv.  1.  was  entertained  herein  by  earl  Wan-en,  in 
January  1297  : and  one  thing  is  further  remarkable 
of  it,  that  the  earl  Warren,  the  founder,  though  he 
had  one  hundred  and  forty  lordfliips  in  Norfolk, 
chofe  this  foT  his  chief  great  honour,  or  lordfhip, 
and  refidence  ; and  his  other  lordhiips  were  depen- 
dent on  it ; and  in  this  caftle  was  a chapel,  with 
monks  therein,  befoi-e  the  death  of  the  firll;  earl 
W'arren,  in  10  89. 

• The  Romans  feera  to  have  had  a flation  here, 
XN'here  the  callle  now  hands,  which  might  have  in- 
duced alfo  the  firll  earl  Warren  to  make  choice  of 
it;  and  from  the  north  part  of  the  prefent  entrench- 
ments, there  runs  a way  which  goes  to  Caflle-acrc 
Wicken,  and  from  thence  it  proceeds  over  the  coun- 
try, leaving  Malfingham'  and  Houghton  on  the  right 
and  Anmer  on  the  left  hand,  and  is  commonly  call- 
ed The  Pedder’s  Wav,  and  between  the  two  lall- 
mentioned  towns,  on  the  faid  way,  may  be  obferved 
many  tumuli;  hence  it  tends  in  a direvh  courfe,  leav- 
ing.Fring  a little  on  the  right  hand,  and  fo  for  Ring- 
ftead,  See.  die  fea  coall,  and  Brancaller. 

Several  Roman  coins  have  been  found  here,  and 
fome  lately  of  Vefpafian,  Conflaniine,  Sec.  And 
not  many  years  pall,  a cornelian  feal,  or  ring,  with, 
the  imprefs  of  art  emperor,,  his  head  radiated,  was: 
found  in  a clofe  called  Arundel  Clofe. 

From  the  beauty  of  the  fituation  of  Cafllc-acrei 
and  the  noble  ruins  at  prefent  remaining,  of  wdiich 
the  feinicircular  wall  of  the  caftle  is  a very  grand 
and  ftriking  ruin,  the  late  earl  of  Leicefter  at  one 
lime  entertained  an  idea  of  building  there : a fitua- 
tion no  doubt  every  way  fuperior  to  that  of  Holk- 
bain,  where  he  afterwards  railed  fo  enormous  a pile: 

a pile.- 
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a pile  conf) fling-  of  many  detached  parts ; and  enor- 
mous as  it  is,  there  arc  few  grand  rooms  in  it,  not- 
a fecond  dining-room;  the  whole  hpufe  feems  taken 
up  and  crowded  with  winding  alleys  and  paflages, 
fo  that  it  is  difficult  to  find  the  way  from  one  apart- 
ment to  another ; but  a more  particular  deftripiion 
will  be  given  when  we  tome  to  th(S  hundred  it  is  fi- 
tuated  in.  Jnftead  of  a fine  command  of  country 
as  at  Caflle-acrc,  w ixh  a river  -winding  through  the 
meadows  to  the  fouth,  the  houfe  at  Holkham  hands 
in  a hole,  with  a lake  of  water  running  to  the  north. 

Two  cupids  fquirt  before : a lake  behind  ' 

“ Improves  the  kcennefs  of  the  norlhern  wind." 

Pope. 

/ 

Tord  Lciceher  had  a noble  opportunity  at  Caflle- 
acrc  to  ha\e  thro^vn  the  ruins  and  church  into  a 
park,  to  have  formed  the  mofl  extenfive  pieces  of 
vvater  to  the  fouth,  and  to  have  built  a palace  upon 
a commanding  eminence,  that  might  have  attrahed 
the  admiration  of  the  whole  -world.  His  rcafon  for 
not  doing  it  is  laid  to  have  been,  the  crefting  the 
ne-\v  houfe  on  the  fpot  where  the  old  one  flood: 
however  reprehcnfible  the  rcafon,  it  has  had  its; 
weight  in  many  great  flrudures  in  this  kingdom. 

CASTLE-RISING.  Ne.x  t to  I.ymi  and  Yar- 
mouih,  this  was  formerly  the  mofl  coirfidcrable  fea- 
poit  town  in  Norfolk,  ft  w'as  di fUnguiflied  and 
claims  the  fuperiority  over  all  other  towns  in  this 
hundred,  by  a famous  caflle  that,  as  Camden  fays, 
vies  with  the  caflle  of  Norwich.  By  this  hundred 
we  mean  the  hundred  of  Frcebridge  Lynn,  (indepen- 
dent of  Marfhland)  Avhich  is  bounded  on  the  Eaft 
by  the  hundreds  of  l.aunditch  and  Callow,  on  the 
»ionii  by  Smithdon,  on  the  fyuih  by  Clackdofe  and 

South 
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South  Greenhoe,  and  on  the  weft  by  Iwnn  Deep 
and  the  channel.  This  hundred  was  granted  in 
fpecial  tail  by  king  Richard  III.  to  John  earl  of 
Norfolk,  whom  he  created  duke  of  Norfolk,  and 
carl  marftial  of  England  at  the  fame  time,  for  his 
fidelitv'to  the  York  Family,  and  who  was  killed 
with  him  at  the  battle  of  Bofwmrth  near  Leicefter. 

Auguft  22,  1485,  the  night  before  the  battle,  the 
following  couplet  was  thrown  into  his  tent. 

“ Jockey  of  Norfolk,  be  not  fo  bold, 

“ For  Dicken  thy  mafter  is  bought  and  fold.” 

Thefe  verfes  w^ere  evidently  intended  to  give  the 
duke  an  hint  of  fome  unknown  defeeftion  or  confpi- 
racy  amongft  Richard’s  troops,  and  to  prevent  his 
expofmg  his  perfon  too  much  in  the  aeftion  expefled 
the  next  day:  probably  it  was  done 'by  Order  of 
king  Henry  VII.  who  might  have  an  inclination  t6 
fave  the  duke.  The  defedion  alluded  to  was  that 
of  the  lord  Stanley,  w'hofe  forces,  led  on  by  fir 
William  Stanley,  when  they  faw  their  time  joined 
thofe  of  the  earl  of  Richmond,  and  falling  upon 
the  king’s  troops,  defeated  them  wnth  great  flaugh- 
ter,  and  turned  the  vidory  in  favour  of  the  earl, 
near  whom  Richard  w'as  flain  fighting  with  great 
bravery.  That  king  Fleniy  might  probably  be  in- 
clined to  preferve  the  life  of  the  duke  of  Norfolk, 
as  honouring  him  for  his  fteady  though  miftaken 
loyalty,  is  in  fome  meafure  confirmed  by  his  afking 
his  fon,  the  earl  .of  Surry,  who  W'as  taken  prifoner, 
“ How  he  dare  to  bear  arms  in  behalf  of  that  ty- 
“ rant  and  ufurper  Richard?”  to  which  the  earl  re- 
plied with  great  fpirlt,  He  was  my  crowned  king, 
“ and  if  the  parliamentary  authority  of  England  fat 
“ the  crown  upon  a Jlock,  I will  fight  for  that  Jlock ; 
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“ and  as  I fought  then  for  him,  I will  fight  for  you, 

“ when  )-ou  are  eftablifhed  hy  the  faid  authority/’ 

This  pro^•es  tliat  die  idea  of  hereditary  indefeafi-- 
ble  right  was  by  no  means  entertained  by  the  nobi- 
lity of  that  age. 

This  lordfliip,  which  formerly  was  a bcruitc  to  , 
the  great  lordlhip  of  Snettifham,  was  granted  upon 
the  rebellion  of  Odo,  to  William  de  Albini,  king's 
butler. 

From  the  Alblnis,  in  procefs  of  time,  this  loid- 
fliip  came  with  the  caftle  to  Roger  de  Monte  Alto, 
lord  of  Montalt  or  Mohaut,  who  made  it  his  chief 
feat  and  place  of  refidence  here. 

Roger,  (called  Robert  by  Dugdale)  lord  Montalt, 
died  in  the  44th  of  Henry  III.  and  left  John  his  fou 
and  heir. 

Robert  lord  Montalt  fuccceded  his  brother  John^ 
about  the  ^26.  of  the  aforefaid  king. 

He  was  fuccceded  by  Roger,  his  fon  and  heir,  by 
Ifabcl  his  wife,  who  married  Julian,  daughter  of 
Roger  Clifford,  and  was  impleaded  on  account  of 
the  rights  of  his  chace,  in  the  18th  of  Edward  I. 
by  William  Rufleng,  lord  of  Congham,  a dog  of 
his  tenant  having  his  claws  cut  off  by  this  lord’s  1 
fervants.  He  dying  in  the  25th  of  the  faid  king, 
aged  27,  without  ilfue,  was  fuccceded  by  his  bro-  | 
ther,  Robert  lord  Montalt,  who  was  the  eighteenth  t 
lord  of  parliament  who  fealed  the  famous  letter  fent  . 
to  the  pope,  in  the  29th  year  of  Edward  I.  denying 
the  kingdom  of  Scotland  to  be  of  his  fee,  or  that 
he  had  arty  jurifdi£lion  in  tcmport\l  affairs,  dated  at 
Lincoln,  February  12,  1301. 
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In  the  iB  of  Edward  II.  he  was  fummoned 
Wnongfl;  other  nobles  to  attend  the  king’s  coronation, 
to  be  (blemnizcd  the  Sunday  next  after  the  feafb  of 
St.  ^^alentille,  by  writ  dated  at  Dover,  Jariuary  8. 
In  the  12th  of  the  faid  king,  the  charter  of  wreck 
at  fea,  in  all  his  lands  in  this  county  was  confirmed 
to  him;  Snettilhana,  Heachara,  Hunflanton,  Thorn- 
ham,  Titchwell,  See.  arc  particularly  mentioned. — 
William  de  Albini,  earl  of  Suflex,  having  one  in 
the  time  of  Henry  III.  through  the  whole  hundreds 
of  Freebridge  and  Smithdoiii 

In  the  iSth  of  the  faid  king,  on  September  30, 
the  king  fent  a precept  to  this  lord,  and  Thomas 
lord  Bardolph,  to  inform  them  of  Mortimer’s  ap- 
proach, and  to  be  careful  of  the  country  hereabouts* 

This  Robert  appears  to  have  inherited  large  pof- 
, felTions,  as  heir  to  his  brother. 

Robert  lord  Montalt,  died  on  Tuefday  next  alter 
the  feaft  of  the  nativity  of  our  Lord,  in  the  year 
1329,  in  the  3d  of  Edward  III.  without  ilTue,  and 
was  buried  in  the  priory  of  Shouldham  in  Norfolk, 
being  the  lah  heir  male  of  that  family,  who  took 
their  name  from  a hill  in  Flintlhirc  in  \Vales,  where 
they  anfiently  refided  and  had  a cafUe. 

The  lady  Emma,  his  widow,  by  deed  dated  at 
London,  December  3,  in  the  fjth  of  the  aforefaid 
king,  furrendered  up  all  the  aforementioned  callles, 
manors.  See.  with  all  her  rights  in  London,  (for 
/jool.  per  ann.  anmiity)  to  the  cjueen  dowager  of 
Ixlward  II.  queen  Ilabcl,  then  regent  of  the  king- 
dom during  the  minority  of  the  king  her  fou,  Ed- 
ivurd  ILL 
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Soon  after  diis  (lie  died,  and  was  buried  in  the 
body  of^the  church  of  Stradfet  in  Norfolk,  a large 
grave-flone  of  black  marble  lying  over  her  at  this 
day.  Whofe  daughter  flie  tvas  does  not  appear : 
flie  was  probably  a daughter  of  Dc  Stradlcte,  a fa- 
mily of  great  antiquity,  lords  of  Stradfet. 

At  her  death  the  queen  Ifabel  took  poITcffion  of 
this  lordfliip  and  caftle. 

», 

King  Edward  III.  in  his  nth  year,  Oftober  i, 
fettled  the  reverfion  of  this  manor  and  caftie  on  his 
eldefl  fon  Edward,  after  the  death  of  his  mother; 
John  of  Eltham,  earl  of  Cornwall,  (his  brother)  be- 
ing dead,  and  leaving  no  ilfue,  on  whom  it  was  be- 
fore fettled. 

, In  the  year  1327,  king  Edward  II.  having  re- 
fgned  his  crown  to  his  fon,  Edward  III.  who  was 
then  only  fixteen  years  of  age,  was  foon  after  put  to 
death  at  Berkeley  callle  in  Glouceflerfliire,  by  the 
contrivance  of  Mortimer,  the  favourite  of  queen 
Ifabel,  and  on  the  following  equivocal  and  ambigu- 
ous warrant,  faid  to  be  wrote  by  Adam  de  Toiieton, 
bifliop  of  Hereford. 

“ Edwardum  Occidere  NoliuTimcrt  Bonun^eJlE 

' t 

After  the  death  of  Edward  II.  Ifabel  his  queen 
affumed  the  reins  of  government,  on  account  of  the 
youth  of  her  fon,  king  Edward  III.  and  having  de- 
legated almoft  abfolutc  power  to  her  minion  Morti- 
incr,  he  behaved  with  that  infolcnce  to  the  nobles, 
and  opprelfed  the  kingdom  to  fuch  a degree,  that  a 
confpiracy  was  formed  by  the  king’s  uncle,  the  earl 
of  Kent,  againfl  queen  Ifabel ; and  the  young  king 
being  properly  informed  of  the  too  great  familiarity 

between 


OF  FREEBRIDGE.  95 

between  his  mother  and  Mortimer,  furprized  and 
feized  him  in  the  prefence  of  the  queen,  at  Notting- 
ham caftle,  where  flie  refided,  and  where  Mortimer 
had  accefs  to  her  through  a fubterraneous  paifage, 
the  entrance  of  which  is  vifible  at  this  day,  and  at 
this  day  called  Mortimer’s  Hole.  Lord  Mortimer 
was  executed  at  Tyburn  in  the  4th  year  of  Edward 
III.  1330.  The  queen  was  confined,  and  by  a par- 
liament held  at  Nottingham,  her  dowry  was  taken 
from  her,  and  changed  to  an  annuity  of  loool. 
King  Edward  III.  then  nineteen  years  of  age,  took 
the  g-overnment  into  his  own  hands.  Thus  much 

O 

was  neceffary  to  mention  of  the  hiflory  of  this  queen, 
for  the  elucidating  her  confinement  in  this  caflle  of 
Rifing. 

This  queen  had  her  refidence  here  the  greatefl 
part  of  her  w'idowhood,  after  the  execution  of  her 
great  favourite  Mortimer,  earl  of  March. 

Grafton  tells  us,  that  the  king,  by  the  advice  of 
his  council,  committed  his  mother,  as  prifoner,  to 
be  kept  clofe  in  a caflle,  (but  does  not  name  it) 
wLere  file  remained  during  her  life : her  commit- 
ment  w’as  in  king  Edward’s  fourth  year,  1330. 

In  the  year  1340,  in  the  14th  year  of  his  reign, 
the  king  and  his  queen  were  at  this  callle,  paying 
a vifit  to  his  mother,  and  made  fome  flay  here,  as 
appears  by  the  account  rolls  of  Adani  de  Reffham 
and  John  de  Newland,  of  Lynn  by  Rifing,  fending 
a prefent  of  wine  to  him.  ^ 

In  Auguft  1340,  (14th  of  Edward  III.)  queen 
Ifabel  fent  her  precept  from  this  caflle  to  John  dc 
Cokesford,  mayor  of  Lynn,  to  fend  her  eight  car- 
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penters  to  make  fcveral  preparations  therein,  pro-i 
bably  for  the  reception  of  the  king  and  queen. 

In  his  iSth  year,  the  king  on  the  3d  of  Augnft 
was  lodged  here,  as  appears  from  feveVal  letters  da- 
ted liom  this  place,  and  fent  to  William  bilhop  of 
Norwich,  at  Avignon,  to  be  prefented  to  the  pope. 

On  April  4,  in  1357,  (the  31(1  of  Edward  III.) 
a lafe  conduct  was  granted  to  William  de  Leith,  a 
Scotchman,  to  wait  on  her  here,  and  in  the  next 
year  following,  135S,  flie  died  at  this  caRle,  on 
Augull  22,  and  was  brought  from  hence  about  the 
end  of  November  following;  on  the  2cth  of  which 
month  the  king  direfted,  by  letter,  the  flieriffs  of 
London  and  Middlefex  to  cleanfe  the  flreets  of  Lon- 
don called  Bilhopfgate  and  Aldgate,  from  dirt  and 
dung,  againfl  the  coming  of  the  body  of'  his  mo- 
ther ; and  direfts  by  another,  dated  December  1 fol- 
lowing, the  treafurer  and  barons  of  the  exchequer 
to  allow  gl.  which  the  flieriffs  had  expended  for  that 
purpole.  She  was  buried  in  the  midff  of  the  choir 
pf  the  Grey  Friers  church  in  London,  and  had  a 
tomb  of  alabafler  erefted  to  her  memory. 

It  may  be  here  obferved  that  Mortimer,  her  great 
favourite,  was  buried  here,  as  Stow  in  his  Annals, 
p.  350,  cpiarto. 

On  the  death  of  queen  Ifabel  this  lordfhip,  and 
honor  as  it  is  called,  defeended  to  her  grandfon, 
£dward  prince  of  Wales,  and  was  A'alued,  as  ap- 
pears from  an  account  of  his  revenue,  at  gol  per 
ann.  and  at  the  death  of  this  prince,  to  his  fon 
Richard,  foon  after  king  of  England,  by  the  name 
of  Richard  II.* 
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In  the  2d  year  of  his  reign,  king  Rithard  II. 
granted  to  John  Montfort,  hrnamed  the  Valiant, 
duke  of  Britain  and  earl  of  Richmond,  and  to  Joan 
his  wife,  called  by  the  king  in  his  grant,  his  filler, 
jn  exchange  for  the  caftle  of  Brell  in  Britany. 

Of  this  Joan  a query  arifes : Godfrey,  in  his  hif- 
tory  of  king  Charles  \1I.  of  France,  fays  that  he 
inaiTied  to  his  fecond  wife  a daughter  of  Edward  the 
Black  Prince,  father  of  king  Richard  II.  but  as 
none  of  our  genealogills  have  mentioned  this,  he 
muft  be  millaken.  Philip  L’Abbe,  in  his  Tableaux 
Gencalogiques,  obferves  that  the  lecond  wife,  of  the 
aforefaid  John,  was  Joan,  daughter  of  Thomas  Hol- 
land, eari  of  Kent,  by  Joan  his  wife,  called  the  Fair 
Maid  of  Kent,  daughter  of  Edmund  Plantagenet, 
carl  of  Kent ; and  afterwards  married  to  Edward  the 
Jllack  Prince,  and  fo  was,  as  he  words  it,  Socur 
Uterine  de  Richd.  le  II.  Roy  d' Angleterre,  that  is,  filler 
by  liqr  mother,  to  Richard  II. 

On  Montfort’s  defeftion  fron>  the  croivn  of  Eng- 
land, (and  depolition  from  all  titles  of  honour  in 
England,  by  a6l  of  parliament  in  the  14th  of  the 
laid  king)  it  was  feized  into  the  king’s  hands,  who 
in  the  laid  year  gave  it  to  Thomas  dc  Woodflock, 
duke  of  Gloucefler,  fixth  fon  to  king  Edward  III. 
who  being  murdered  at  Calais,  in  the  2 ill  year  of 
king  Richard,  Edmund  de  Langley,  duke  of  York, 
fifth  fon  to  king  Edward  III.  obtained  a grant  of  it, 
with  the  manors  of  Beeflon  and  Mileham,  See.  in 
Norfolk,  and  died  pofTeffed  of  it  in  the  4th  of  king 
Henry  IV.  when  it  defeended  to  his  eldefl  fon,  Ed- 
ward duke  of  York ; who  being  flain  in  the  famous 
battle  of  Agincourt  in  F'rance,  in  the  3d  of  Henry 
V.  it  came  to  his  brother,  Richard  de  Coningfbergh, 
«ar|  of  Cambridge,  who  being  beheaded  in  the  laid 
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ycr.r,  it  fell  to  the  crown,  where  it  remained  till  the 
3hrh  of  Henry  VIII.  when  an  a6l  of  parliament 
]niiTed,  ratifying  an  exchange  between  the  king, 
Thomas  Howard,  duke  of  Norfolk,  and  Henry  his 
foil,  earl  of  Arundel  and  Surry;  they  giving  to  the 
king  the  manors  of  Walton,  Trimlcy,  Falkenham, 
with  the  redories  of  Walton  and  Felixton  in  Suf- 
folk, for  the  caflle,  manor,  and  chace  of  Rifing  and 
all  its  appurtenances,  with  the  manors  of  Thorpe, 
Gavwood,  South  Walfliam,  Halvergate  and  Ditch- 
' ingharn  in  Norfolk,  Doningworth,  Cratfield,  Hoo, 
Staverton  and  Bvomefwell  in  Suffolk,  to  be  held  of 
the  king  in  capite,  by  the  thirtieth  part  of  a' knight’s 
fee,  and  the  rent  of  2 61.  per  ann.  payable  at  St.  Mi- 
chael, into  the  court  of  Augmentations.  Henry 
tlie  fon,  earl  of  Arundel,  &;c.  being  attainted  in  his 
father’s  life  time,  the  duke  enjoyed  this  manor,  &c. 
till  his  death,  in  the  ill  and  2d  of  Philip  and  Ma- 
ry, u’lieii  an  ad  of  parliament  paifed  for  the  reftor- 
iug  of  the  fon  of  the  attainted  earl. 

In  the  accounts  of  fir  John  Arundel,  knight,  re- 
ceiver of  the  dutchy  of  Cornwall  in  the  reign  of 
king  Flenry  VIII.  he  had  allowances  for  40s,  per 
ann.  paid  to  fir  Flenry  Marny,  knight,  as  fleward  of 
this  lordOiip ; 13!.  8s.  as  conflable  of  the  caflle; 
4.1.  11s.  3d.  gs  ranger  of  the  chace;  and  for  two 
under  foreflels,  called  Walkers,  33s.  4d.  per  ann. 
At  this  time  fir.Thomas  Lovel,  knight  of  the  garter, 
was  farmer  of  the  demeans  apcl  the  warren. 

On  the  attainder  of  Thomas  duke  of  Norfolk,  in 
the  15th  of  Elizabeth,  it  came  again  to  the  crown, 
and  flic  granted  it  to  Edward  carl  of  Oxford,  with 
the  demeans  of  Gay  wood  ; but  this  grant  was  foon 
revoked,  and  it  was  granted  to  Henry  Howard,  earl 
of  Northampton,  brother  to  the  duke  of  Norfolk, 

attainted ; 
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attainted;  who  held  it  to  his  death,  in  1616,  and 
having  no  ilFue  it  defcended  to  Thomas  Howard, 
earl  of  Arundel,  his  heir;  which  Thomas  was 
grandlbn  to  Thomas  duke  of  Norfolk  aforefaid, 
and  -brother  to  the  earl  of  Northampton ; and  in 
this  family  it  remained  till  it  tvas  bought  by  Tho- 
mas Howard,  efq.  (one  of  the  tellers  of  the  exche- 
quer, Ion  and  heir  of  fir  Robert  Floward,  knt.  au- 
ditor of  the  exchequer,  fixth  fon  to  Thomas  Flow- 
ard, earl  of  Berkfhire]  of  Henry  duke  of  Norfolk, 
in  1693. 

After  this  it  came  to  the  earl  of  Berkfhire,  as 
heir  to  the  aforefaid  Thomas  Howard,  efq.  The 
carl  of  Berkfhire  dying  s.  p.  it  defcended  to  the  earl 
of  Suffolk,  the  prefent  lord,  one  of  his  raajefly’s 
principal  fecretaries  of  ftate,  knight  of  the  garter, 
and  one  of  his  majefly’s  moff  honourable  privy 
.council,  1778. 

The  duke  of  Norfolk  has  the  title  of  lord  How- 
ard of  Callle-Rifing ; Henry  Howard  of  Cafde- 
Rifing,  heir  of  the  faid  family,  being  fo  created 
by  letters  patent,  March  27,  in  the  21ft  of  Charles 

II. 


Two  members  of  parliament  are  chofen  by  the 
free  burghers,  their  reprefentatives  therein. 

The  town  takes  its  name  from  its  feite,  (Rye  is 
the  name  of  a river,  in  Yorkfhire,  8cc.  and  of  a bo- 
rough town  in  Suffex)  by  a river,  on  a hill,  which 
affords  a fine  profpeff,.  overlooking  a large  arm  of 
the  fea ; and  from  Ing,  a meadow,  or  marfli  ground. 

Sir  Henry  Spelman,  who  lived  at  Conghara,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  it,  fays  it  has  been  a famous 

port, 
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port,  but  being  flopped  up  with  fands,  was  the 
caufe  of  its  great  decay. 

The  faid  author  obfer\’cs,  that  it  is  a burgh  of 
fucli  antiquity  that  the  royal  archives  and  records 
give  no  account  of  it ; the  feite  of  it  fuch,  that  he 
thinks  the  Romans  had  a place  of  defence  here, 
fome  of  their  coin  being  found  here,  and  a Con- 
ilantiue  being  brought  to  him. 

That  the  fea  had  formerly  its  courfe  near  to,  and 
came  up  probably  to  the  town,  appears  in  fome 
meafure  from  its  being  drowned  in  winter,  fre- 
quently on  fpring  tides  the  fait  \vater  o\  erflowing 
the  banks,  between  this  town  and  Babingly;  and 
from  the  name  of  a flreet,  that  -comes  up  to  this  ' 
town  from  the  low  ground,  called  by  the  inhabi- 
tants at  this  day,  Haven-Gate  Lane,  which  is  very 
otify,  and  in  this  lane  there  was  lome  years  paft,  in 
digging,  taken  up  a piece  of  an  anchor  belonging 
to  fome  fliip. 

In  the  c;ifl  of  Elizabeth,  on  the  ifl  of  Augufl,  a 
furve.y  of  this  lordfhip  was  made  by  fir  Nicliolas 
Bacon,  knt.  John  Hill,  efq.  one  of  the  auditors  of  ; 
the  exchequer,  Robert  Buxton,  efq.  and  Robert  " 
Shepherd,  gent,  commiffioncrs  appointed  by  that 
queen  to  furvey  this  manor,  part  of  the  lands  of 
Philip  earl  of  Arundel,  attainted  and  conviclcd ; | 
who  on  the  oaths  of  Henry  Mordant,  gent.  Thomas 
VViiide,  gent.  Ihoinas  Spratt,  gent.  Jol'eph  Wright, 
gent,  and  fifteen  others,  prefent  and  aflirm,  that  the 
lovni  of  Callle-Rihng  is  an  ancient  burgh,  and 
hath  in  it  a mayor  and  burgeffes : and  many  an-  ^ 
tient  privileges,  franchifes  and  liberties  have  been 
granted  to  Hugh  dc  Albini,  carl  of  Suffex  and 
Arundel,  fome  time  lord  of  the  ■ manor,  which  pri- 
vileges 
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vileo-es  have  been  heretofore  found  by  diverfe  in- 
quifitions,  viz. 

Firft,  ’Tis  granted  to  this  faid  earl  and  his  heirs, 
his  ftewards  and  tenants,  from  this  time  to  be  quit 
and  free  of  pannage,  tallage,  palfage,  payage,  lad- 
age,  ftallage,  portage,  pefage  and  terrage,  through 
the  parts  of  England.  Alio  that  they  diall  have  3, 
-mayor,  that  by  them  fliall  be  chofen,  and  be  pre-! 
fenred  to  the  earls  and  his  flcward. 

They  fliall  fell,  or  give  their  burgages  to  rvhoin 
they  will,  without  any  gain-lk)-ing. 

/ If  a burgefs  die,  the  next  heir  flialj.  enter  into 
burgage  without  any  gain-faying. 

The  lord  fliall  not  have  the  cuftody  or  the  heir  of 
a burgager,  but  lois  kin,  or  next  coufm  by  the  mo- 
ther’s lide. 

Their  heirs  fliall  marry  themfelves  wherefoever 
they  like. 

If  feizure  of  a burgage  be  made,  it  fliall  be  by 
the  bailiffs,  and  keepers  of  the  market. 

They  fliall  take  for  their  debts,  in  the  town  of 
Rifmg  and  without,  as  far  as  the  warren  flretches. 

They  fliall  diltrain  no  burgefs  within  his  burgage. 

If  affions,  or  ffrife,  fliall  ha|ipcn  between  bur- 
gefs and  burgefs,  in  the  town  or  without,  the  mayor 
ihall  have  them  attached;  fliall  fet  them  a day  un- 
til the  Monday  next,  and  before  hhu  fliall  their 
talcs  be  told  and  brought. 


If 


If  their  talcs  happen  not  to  be  appeals  of  felonv. 
or  of  a deadly  wound,  or  fuch  other  as  longeth  to 
the  crown. 

I 

Alfo  full  amercement,  in  court,  the  burgefs  that 
is  guilty  and  hath  trefpalfed,  fhall  make  to  the  may- 
or ; and  that  fliall  he  prefent  to  the  Reward,  or 
lord’s  bailiff,  and  they  fliall  do  therein  their  wills.  • 

If  the  lord  will  have  any  burgefs  in  his  fervice,  ' 
he  fliall  find  him  reafonable  cxpences. 

They  fliall  not  ferve  to  the  hundred,  or  fliire,  ^ 
they  fliall  not  be  put  upon  alfize. 

They  fliall  not  be  diftreffed  by  bailiffs  of  die 
hundred. 

, » 

They  fliall  not  be  accufed  at  die  view  of  frank- 
pledge for  anfwer,  but  he  that  trelpalfes  for  that  ' 
pledge  fliall  make  amends. 

If  the  fon  of  a burgefs  fliall  enter  into  frank-- 
pledge,  that  is  to  fay  tfie  lete,  he  fliall  not  pay,  . 

and  he  fliall  have  free  entry  into  the  common  paf-  - 

lures  of  the  town.  • 

i 

t i 

The  burgeffes  have  grant  of  a fair,  or  free  mart,  j 
from  the  feaft  of  St.  Matthew,  during  fifteen  days;  1 
and  two  markets  in  the  week,  Monday  and  Thurl-  ] 
day.  ' ' \ 

They  fliall  give  no  cuftom  in  the  market  of  Ri-  | 
fmg,  of  their  com'  that  comes  out  of  their  barns,  j 
or  any  other  thing  that  they  buy  to  their  proper  ufc  \ 
in  the  faid  market,  and  they  fliall  do  no  fuit.  ' j 


lol 


OF  FREEBRIDGE. 

If  any  burgcfs  be  a merchant,  and  put  any  thing 
to  the  market  of  Rifing  to  fcl],  he  fhall  give  half 
cuflom,  except  bakers,  who  Oiall  give  whole  cuftom 
to  the  lord* 

Alfo  they  fliall  give  no  cuBom,  or  ufage,  in  the 
havens  of  the  lord  in  the  marlli. 

If  anv  burgefs  be  fummoned  before  the  lord,  or 

j O 

his  fleward,  his  furarrions  fhall  be  made  by  the 
mayor,  and  by  none  other. 

If  the  lord  makes  his  eldeft  fon  a knight,  or  his 
eldeft  daughter  be  married,  then  the  burgeffes  fliall 
give  him  reafonable  hblp,  elfe  not. 

The  I'ervants  of  the  lord  fhall  not  take  the  geefe, 
capons,  or  fifli  or  flefli,  meat  or  drink,  at  their  wills, 
without  leave  of  the  burgeffes,  and  without  their 
coiifcnt.  , 

Alfo  they  fliall  have  all  riieir  meafures  the  fame 
as  at  Norwich. 

That  the  warren  hath  been  by  the  fpace  of  two 
or  tlu'ee  years  pall  greatly  furcharged,  the  warrencr 
being  covenanted  to  leave  for  his  view,  three  thou- 
fand  eight  hundred  coneys  ; he  has  killed  the  lafl 
year  feventeen  tlujufand,  and  may  kill  for  this  year 
as  many,  or  more,  his  number  for  view  being  treble 
referved ; and  by  this  the  callle  flock  of  fix  hundred 
weathers  is  utterly  overthrown,  and  the  inhabitants 
and  tenants  of  the  towns  adjoining  injured,  which 
will  be  an  occafion  of  impairing  her  majeflv’s  rent, 
and  the  undoing  of  the  inhabitants,  &c.  and' that  by 
the  incrcale  of  thefe  ^conies  by  the  warrencr,  and 
their  breeding  in  the  cafllc  ditches  and  banks,  the 

fame 
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fame  are  decayed,  and  the  walls  are  already  in  part, 
and  the  rcfl  in  danger  of  overthrowing  ; that  the  faid 
banks  and  ditches  are  no  parcel  of  the  warren,  and 
that  the  conhablery  of  the  cattle  is  no  part  of  the 
waiTen  of  Rifing,  and  that  the  burgh,  and  the  clofes 
. belonging,  &c.  are  alfo  no  part  of  the  warren. 

F>y  this  prefentment  it  appears  that  Hugh  de  Albi-»  / 
ni,  earl  of  Arundel  and  Suttex,  had  a charter  for 
many  royal  privifeges  and  liberties,  with  that  of  a 
mayor,  in  this  lordQiip,  and  this  mutt  be  in  fome 
'year  between  1 233,  (the  carl  being  then  a minor) 
and  1242,  in  which  year  he  died. 

This  ancient  burgh,  the  mayor  of  wttiich  is  al- 
ways called  over  firtt  and  before  the  mayors  of  any 
other  borough  in  the  county,  at  the  reading  the 
king’s  coinmiffion  of  the  peace  before  the  judges  of 
the  alttze,  a ttrong  proof  of  its  luperior  antiquity, 
was  formerly  governed  by  a mayor,  recorder,  high 
tteward,  tw^elve  aldermen,  a fpeakcr  of  the  com- 
mons, and  fifty  (fome  fay  feventy)  burgettes ; at 
prefent  the  corporation  confifls  of  two  aldermen, 
who  are  alternately  mayors.  The  burgeffes  who 
elefl;  the  two  reprefentatives  in  parliament  with  the 
mayor  and  aldermen,  the  mayor  returning  officer, 
are  feldora  upon  the  poll  more  than  five  or  fix,  and 
the  burgage  tenures  are  the  property  of  the  earls  of 
Suffolk  and  Orford. 

The  mayor  is  chofen  annually,  the  day  before  St. 
Michael,  by  the  free  burghers,  or  voters,  who  were 
about  fixty  or  feventy  in  number  in  1716,  but  he  is 
not  fwoni  into  his  office  till  the  court  Icte,  wffiich  is 
held  about  All  Saints  Day,  and  has  a mace  canied 
before  him  to  church  on  Sundays  by  a ferjeant,  and 
on  other  public  Gccafions. 
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^Ehe  'fcal  of  the  corporation,  or  mayor,  is  a caf* 

lie. 

The  cafUe  of  Rifing  was  built  after  the  grant  of 
the  town  and  lordfhip  b^'  king  William  II.  to  Wil- 
liam de  Albini,  that  king’s  pincerna,  Or  butler,  and 
probably  by  his  fon  William,  the  fird  earl  of  Suf- 
fex,  who  died  in  1176.  It  hands  upon  a hill,  on 
tlie  fouth  ftde  of  the  town,  from  whence  is  a fine 
prol'peef  o'N^er  land,  and  an  arm  of  the  fea:  great 
part  of  the  walls  of  the  keep,  or  inward  tower,  are 
dill -flanding,  being  a Gothic  pile,  much  refcmbling 
that  of  Norwicli,  and  little  inferior,  the  walls  being 
about  three  yards  thick,  confiding  chiefly  of  free- 
done,  with  iron,  or  car  done,  encompaffed  with  a 
great  circular  ditch  and  bank  of  earth,  on  which 
flood  alfo  a d'rong  done  wall,  as  appears  from  the 
prefentment  above  mentioned  in  ihc  ^id  of  Eliza- 
beth, when  the  wall  on  the  laid  bank  is  laid  to  be 
in  part,  and  the  red  in  danger  of  being  overthrown 
by  the  warreners  conics.  I'his  ditch,  now  dry,  was 
probably  formerly  filled  with  water;  there  is  but 
one  artrance  to  it,  on  the  cad  fide,  over  a drong 
done  bridge,  about  thirty  paces  long,  (with  a gate- 
houfe  thci'con)  about  eight  or  nine  paces  broad,  and 
is  lupported  by  one  arch. 

The  inward  part  of  the  cadle,  or  keep,  is  all  in 
ruins,  except  one  room,  where  the  court  lete  of  thi.< 
lordlhip  is  held ; no  doubt  the  apartments  here  were 
grand  and  lumptuous,  when  queen  Ifabel  here  re- 
dded, and  when  the  great  king  Edward  III.  with 
ills  queen  and  court  tvere  often  entertained,  and 
lodged  here. 

On  the  walls  which  are  decaying,  ha^-ing  no  co- 
ver, were  towers,  or  turrets,  which  the  lords  oi  the 
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\ 

manors  of  Hunftanton,  Royclon,  and  the  WoottonSr 
were  by  tlieir  tenures  obfiged  to  guard  and  defends 
The  compafs  of  the  ditch  that  inclofes  the  whole  is  f 
above  one  thoufand  and  eighty  paces.  / 

\ 

' It  feems  to  ha\'e  been  by  its  fcite  a place  of  ‘ 
flrength  and  confequence.  In  the  i8th  of  Edward  i. 
II.  September  2 2,  that  king  lent  his  precept  to  the 
lord  Montalt,  the  lord  of  it,  to  have  great  care  and  v' 
guard  of  it,  on  account  of  the  appoach  of  Morti-  \ 
. mer.  ' ' v 

i 

Mortimer,  the  great  favourite  of  the  queen,  mak-  j' 
ing  his  efcape  out  of  the  Tower  of  London  in  the 
preceding  month,  wus  then  with  her  in  France,  and  > 
'both  preparing  to  land  with  an  army  in  England,  ^ 
to  dethrone  this  king,  which  they  foon  after  effeded.  ji^ 

Perfons  famous  for  their  gallantly  in  military  af- 
fairs and  adions,  appear  to  have  been  honoured 
with  the  conllablellrip  and  government  of  it. 

Oueeii  Ifabel,  dowager  vof  England,  gave  it,  be- 
ing lady  of  the  manor  and  caflle,  to  John  de  Her- 
lyng,  as  appears  by  her  patent. 

“ ISABEL,  by  the  grace  of  God,  queen  of  E?iglaud, 

“ lady  of  Ireland,  countefs  of  Ponlrffe,  tire,  to 
“ whom  thefe  preferUs  fiail  come  greeting." 

“ KNOW  ye,  that  We,  for^the  good  and  faith- 
“ ful  fervice  which  our  beloved  fervant  John  of  ' 

“ Herlyng,  hath  long  fince  performed  to  our  thrice 
“ dear  fon  the  king,  and  likewife  to  Us,  have  grant- 
“ cd  to  the  faid  John,  for  the  term  of- his  life,  the 
“ conflablefhip  and  guard  of  our  caflle  of  Rifmg,  \ 
and  to  be  fur\  eyor  of  our  chacc  there,  he  receiv-  ; 

“ ing 
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Ing  of  Us  the  faicl  offices  during  his  life,  every 
“day  i2d.  of  the  profits  of  our  manor  there,  by 
“ the  hands  of  our  bailiff  and  provort  for  the  time 
“ being;  wherefore  we  command  all  them  whom  it 
“ fliall  any  ways  concern,  that  to  the  faicl  John,  as 
“ to*  our  conflable,  guardian,  and  furveyor  there, 
“ they  be  attending  and  refpondent  in  the  manner 
“ as  appertains  to  the  laid  offices.  In  teflimony  of 
“ which,  we  have  caufed  thele  our  letters  patent  to 
“ be  drawn.” 

“ Given  at  our  caflle  of  Hertford,  the  6th  day  of 
“ November,  in  the  soth  year  of  the  reign  of  out 
“ aforelaid  deare  fon  the  king.” 

'After  this,  Edward  prince  of  Wales  confirmed  the* 
fame  in  the  following  manner. 

i 

“ WE,  for  the  affeffion  we  beare  to  the  perfon  of 
“ the  faid  John  Herlyng,  See,  at  his  rec|ueft  confirm 
“ to  him  the  grant  which  our  faid  lady  and  grand- 
“ mother  hath  made.  Sec.  and  befides,  in  confidera- 
“ tiori  of  the  contumelies  and  hardfliips  the  faid 
'‘  John  hath,  from  day  to  day,  in  the  fervice  of  our 
“ laid  lord  and  father,  the  king;  and  being  there- 
“ fore  willing  for  that  caufc  to  flicw  him  more  cfpe- 
“ cial  favour.  We  do,  and  grant.  See.  to  the  faid 
“ John,  in  cafe  the  faid  caflle  and  manor  fliould 
“ come  into  our  hands,  by  the  deceafe  of  our 'faid 
“ lady  and  grandmother,  &c.  the  reverfion  being  in 

Us,  the  faid  conflablefhip.  See.  to  hold  for  the 
“ terrae  of  his  life,  See.” 

“ In  witnefs  whereof,  Wc  have  caufed  thefe  oiw 

letters  to  be  made  patent.  Given  at  London  im- 
“dcr  our  privy  fealc,  the  aift  day  of  July,  in  the 

J “ reign 
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“ reign  of  our  faid  lord  and  father  the  king  of 
“ England,  the  27th,  and  of  France  the  14th.” 

King  Edward  III.  alfo  approved  and  ratified  the 
faid  letters  patent ; witnelfes,  tire  king,  at  Wehmin- 
fler,  8cc. 

The  aforefaid  John  de  Herlyng,  knt.  was  a fa- 
mous Ibldier,  remarkable  for  his  Ikill  in  maritime 
afifairs,  and  had  the  cuflody  of  the  fea  coafls  about 
Briftol  in  1342;  he  was  lord  of  Eall  Harling  in 
Norfolk. 

In  the  6th  year  of  king  Henry  IV.  John  Wode- 
houfe  occurs  conhable,  who  was  remarkably  famous 
in  the  following  reign  at  the  battle  of  Agincourt  in 
France. 

Ralph  lord  Cromwell,  was  conRable  in  thd  reign 
of  Henry  VI.  The  faid  king,  in  his  27th  year, 
granted  to  Thomas  Daniel,  efq.  the  office  of  con- 
flable,  keeper  of  the  foreR,  chace,  or  warren,  then 
held  by  Ralph  lord  Cromwell,  on  the  death  of  the 
faid  lord,  or  on  rendering  up  his  letters  patent,  or 
any  other  way,  when  they  lhall  be  vacant,  to  him 
the  laid  Thomas,  and  to  his  heirs  lawfully  begotten, 
to  receive  the  fame  fees  and  perquifites,  8cc.  as  the 
laid  Ralph  holds ; dated  at  Canterbury,  the  Sth  ol 
September.  This  Thomas  was  afterwards  made  a 
knight,  and  manied  Margaret,  daughter  of  fir  Ro- 
bert Howard,  and  liRer  of  John,  the  firR  duke  ol 
Norfolk  of  that  family.  He  is  faid  to  have  been 
attainted  in  die  iR  of  Edward  IV.  but  was  after- 
wards reRored  in  blood  and  poffelfions,  in  the  14th 
of  that  king. 

The  date  of  diis  patent  feems  to  deRroy  the  tra- 
dition that  queen  Ifabcl  was  dole  prifoner  for  life, 

sit 
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fit  the  cafUe  of  Rifing,  by  the  words  recited  there- 
in : 


“ Given  at  our  caflle  of  FIcrtford  the  6th  day  of 
“ November,  in  the  20th  year  of  the  reign  of  our 
“ aforefaid  deare  fon  the  king;” 

’Tis  probable  the  queen  refided  altemately  at  dif- 
ferent caftles,  though  file  might  continue  a fiate  pri- 
Ibner  during  life.  By  this  queen  our  fovereign  de- 
rives the  honorary  title  of  King  of  France,  her  right 
to  the  crown  of  Frahce  being  not  to  be  controvert- 
ed, but  on  the  principle  of  the  Salique  Law,  “ that 
“ the  crown  fliould  not  defeend  to  femalesi” 

Queen  Ifabel  was  daughter  to  Philip  the  Fair, 
king  of  France,  and  lifter  to  l.ewis  Hutin.  Philip 
the  Long,  and  Charles  the  Fair,  ail  kings  of  France 
fucceftively,  and  all  her  three^  brothers  died  without 
iffue ; but  the  French  would  not  admit  her  to  the 
crown  on  pretence  of  an  old  fundamental  law,  men- 
tioned before,  the  Salique  Law,  but  advanced  to  the 
crown  Philip  Valois,  whofe  father  was  younger  bro- 
ther to  Philip  the  k'air,  thereby  excluding  king  F^d- 
ward  III.  to  whom,  in  right  of  his  mother  Ifabel, 
the  crown  of  France  regularly  devolved : in  main- 
tenance of  which  right  king  Edward  III.  made  w’ar 
upon  the  French,  and  failing  firft  to  Antwerp,  there 
aflumed  the  title  of  king  of  France,  and  quartered 
the  Jleurs  de  lis  with,  the  lions  and  arms  of  England. 

In  the  34th  of  Henry  VI.  Thomas  lord  Scales 
had  a patent  to  be  governor,  or  conftable,  and  ap- 
pointed to  refide  there  for  its  better  fafeguard. 

In  the  firft  of  Henry  VII.  John  Vere,  earl  of  Ox- 
fotd,  w'as  made  conftable  of  the  caflle,  fteward  of 
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the  lionour  of  Rifing,  and  ranger  of  the  chace  for 
life,  who  commanded  the  vanguard  in  the  battle  of 
Bofworth,  wherein  king  Richard  III.  was  flain. 

In  the  time  of  king  Henrv  VIII.  fir  Henry  Mar- 
nv,  lord  Marny,  was  conflable,  and  had  13I.  8s. 
per  an n.  fee  allowed  him:  it  is  reafonable  to  fup- 
pofe,  it  was  at  that  time  in  a good  (late  and  condi- 
tion. This  lord  Marnv  was  one  of  the  chief  com- 

/ ^ 

manders  under  Charles  Brandon,  duke  of  Suffolk, 
on  his  taking  Montdidier  in  France,  in  the  15th  of 
Henry  VIII.  He  had  alfo  40s.  per  aim.  as  Ileward 
of  this  lordfliip,  and  4I.  11s.  3d.  per  aim.  as  ranger 
of  the  chace,  and  53s.  4d.  per  aun.  for  two  under 
loreflers,  or  walkers. 

Near  to  the  caflle  on  the  fouth  fide  Hood  a cha- 
pel, for  the  fcrvice  of  the  lord,  8cc.  now  in  ruins. 

^ VI- 

The  town  is  remarkable  alfo  for  an  hofpital  built 
bv  Henry  Howard,  earl  of  Northampton.  In  the 
accounts  of  Owen  Shepherd,  gent,  in  the  6th  of  • 
king  James  I.  receiver  of  the  lands,  &c.  of  the  laid  , 
carl,  he  accounts  for  45  ih  14s.  2d.  ob.  paid  in  that 
year  to  Richard  Ho  veil,  junior,  efep  for  building  | 
this  alms-houfe. 

f 

It  hands  near  to  the  eafl;  end  of  the  churcipyard, 
!tnd  is  a fquare  building,  containing  twelve  rooms  t 
or  apartments  for  twelve  poor  women,  and  one  > 
good  room  for  the  governefs,  with  a fpacious  hatf  ' 
and  kitchen,  and  a decent  chapel,  which  projehs  | 
from  tlie  red  on  the  eafl  fide.  The  letters  patent  for  : 
the  foundation  bear  date  June  1,  in  the  13th  year  | 
of  the  aforefaid  king. 

' It  f 
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It  is  endowed  with  lool.  per  ann.  aut  of  lands 
lying  in  Rifin^',  Rovdon,  South  and  Nortb  Wootton, 
and  Gaywoocl  ; alfo  with  /;1.  every  fifth  )'ear  Iroin 
an  hofpital  in  Greenwich,  founded  by  the  laid  earl, 
lor  a flock  or  fund  to  repair  it. 

Their  monthly  allowance  is  eight  fliil lings  each, 
and  the  governefs  has  twelve  fliil lings;  but  on  cer- 
tain feflival  days  appointed  by  the  founder,  viz.  All 
Saints,  Chriflraas,  New  Year,  Epiphany,  Purifica- 
tion, St.  Matthias,  (which  is  the  founder  s birth- 
day) Annunciation,  Eafler  Day,  Afeenfion,  Whit- 
Sunday,  Tiinity  Sunday,  St.  John  Baptifl’s  and  St. 
Michael’s  day,  they  have  an  addition  of  one  fhil- 
ling  to  the  governefs,  and  eight-pence  to  every  poor 
woman.  Every  year  each  poor  woman,  and  the 
governefs,  have  for  their  conllant  apparel  a gowm  of 
flrong  cloth,  or  kerfey,  of  a dark  colour ; and  c\'cry 
feventh  year  a livery  gowm,  (and  adiat)  of  blue  broad 
cloth,  lined  with  ba)  s,  with  the  founder’s  badge  or 
cognizance  fet  on  the  breafl,  being  a lion  rampant, 
argent,  embroidered.  The  eovernefs  is  allowed  two 
,-thaldron  of  coals  per  ann,  and  the  reft  one  chal- 
dron each.  They  are  obliged  to  be  rcgulaily  and 
t'onflant  at  the  church  of  Riling  on  Sundays,  and 
/at  their  own  fhapel  every  day  at  nine  in  the  morh« 
ing.'ftnd  three  in  the  afternoon,  by  the  toll  of  a bell, 
Ml  ere  the  governefs  reads  prayers : thev  arc  alfo  en- 
gined to  ufc  certain  prayers,  appointed  »by  their 
founder,  'morning  and  evening,  in  their  own  a])art- 
ments,  and  not  to  go  out  without  the  leave  of  the 
governels. 

The  cjualifications  required  on  admiffion  arc: — 
They  mull  be  of  an  honefl  life  and  converlation  ; 
leligious,  grave,  anddifereet;  able  to  rcAd,  if  fuch 
a one  may  be  had;  a fingle  woman,  her  place  to  be 
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void  upon  marriage;  to  be  fifty-fix  years  of  age  at 
Icaft;  no  common  beggar,  harlot,  fcold,  drunkard, 
haunter  of  taverns,  inns,  or  ale-houfes ; to  lofe 
their  places  il,  after  admiflion,  any  lands  defccnd  to 
them  of  the  value  of  5I.  per  arm.  or  goods  to  the 
value  of  50I.  To  go  to  prayers  three  times  every 
day,  and  to  fay  the  l.ord’s  prayer,  the  creed,  and  a 
prayer  ordered  by  the  founder;  to  go  to  church 
morning  and  evening  every  Sunday  and  holiday, 
and  W'ednefday  and  Friday. 

On  being  guilty  of  atheifm,  herefy,  blafphemy, 
fadion  in  the  hofpital,  injury,  or  difgracing  the  af- 
fiflants,  negled  of' duty,  or  mifbehaviour  in  the 
performance  of  duty,  to  do  any  thing  to  the  hurt  or 
prejudice  of  the  hofpital,  is  expulfion. 

The  duty  of  the  governefs  is  to  preferve  the 
houfliold  fluff  of  the  hofpital,  to  take  care  of  the 
fick,  to  caufe  the  gates  to  be  fhut  morning  and 
evening  at  due  hours ; to  deliver  out  the  blue  gowns 
every  Sunday  and  holiday  morning,  jind  to  receive  , 
the  fame  back  again  at  night ; to  ring  the  bell  every  ■ 
morning  and  evening  for  prayers,  to  fliut  the  gates 
at  prayer  time ; to  look  to  the  reparations  of  the  I 
Iiolpital,  that  not  fo  much  as  one  flone  be  miffing, 
either  in  the  walls  or  upon  the  hofpital,  by  the  - 
fpace  of  a month ; to  keep  the  piece  of  ground  on  ' 
the  north  well  fide  of  the  hofpital  next  adjoining  to 
tire  walls,  and  to  preferve  the  trees ; to  keep  her  | 
garden  plot  fair  and  handfome,  to  refide  conflantly  i 
there,  not  to  lie  abroad  without  licence,  nor  above  ! 
feven  days  (rvith  licence)  in  any  one  year  ; to  give  | 
fecurity  in  20I.  penalty  upon  her  admiflion,  for  the  j 
performance  of  duty,  the  fecurity  p be  given  to  the  | 
mayor  of  Rifing.  She  is  alfo  to  read  prayers  ap-  | 
pointed  in  the  chapel  twice  every  day,  not  to  per- 

mit 
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mit  any  flranger  to  lie  in  the  hofpital,  to  dine  and 
lup  with  the  poor  women  in  the  hall  on  fellival 
da  vs. 

J 

The  offences  of  the  goveinefs,  by  tho  ftatutes  of 
the  founder,  are  to  be  certified  to  the  earl  of  Arun- 
del, or  his  heir,  (who  is  now  the  earl  of  Suffolk) 
by  two  of  the  affillants,  and  then  the  earl  to  take 
order  therein,  by  expulfion,  or  otherwife,  as  he  fhall 
think  fit. 

If  the  earl  of  Arundel,  or  his  next  heir,  within 
fixty  days  after  a certificate  fent  to  him  of  a death 
or  removal,  does  not  appoint  a new  governefs,  or 
poor  woman,  then  the  mayor  of  Lynn  is  to  do  it. 

Here  was  alfo  a famous  chace  for  deer,  and  a 
warren  belonging  to  tlijs  lordlliip. 

In  the  39th  of  Elizabeth  great  difputes  arofe 
about  the  bounds  and  limits  of  them,  betw'cen  Ann 
countefs  of  Arundel,  widow  of  Philip  earl  of  Arun- 
del, and  William  Cobbe,  dq.  Henry  Spelman,  &c, 
and  other  neighbouring  lords  of  manors,  this  lord- 
fhip  being  part  of  fier  jointure;  and  in  the  laid 
year  depofiiions  were  taken  at  Lynn,  on  the  sGth  of 
July,  before  Thomas  Ferrner,  Richard  Stubbs,  John 
Willoughbye,  and  William  Guybqn,  efq. 

John  Jeffrey,  of  Rifing  caftle,  labourer,  aged  7 b, 
then  depofed  that  he  had  known  Rifing  chace  and 
warren  fixty  years  ; that  he  dwelt  in  Wootton  and 
Rifing  ail  his  life,  and  boundetfi  the  limits,  purliey, 
or  walks  of  the  chace,  thus ; 

From  Rifing  to  Eabingly  mill,  from  thenqc  to 
BLattlcrnan’s  Lane,  fo  to  Hdl  Lane,  fo  to  Butler’s 
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Crofs,  fo  in  a green  way  leading  lo  Newton,  fo  to 
Wade  s mill,  fo  fouthward  down  a way  leading  to 
Capp  mill,  fo  to  Pedders  lane,  or  way,  fo  to  Gat- 
ton,  fo  to  Piillington  bridge,  fo  fouthward  over  the 
moor  to  Homelion,  lb  into  Rufton’s  Lane,  fo  to 
two  lanes  the  names  he  remerabercth  not,  fo  fouth- 
ward to  Bones  bridge,  fo  along  the  river  to  Weyve- 
lin^e  houle,  fo  along  the  river  to  Bawfev  dike,  fo 
by  the  old  river  to  Bawfey  w'ater,  and  io  along  the 
ri^’cr  to  Gavwood  bridge. 

/ O 

And  further  faith,  that  fo  much  of  the  ground  as 
lieth  i-n  the  towns  of  Rifing,  North  and  South  W^oot- 
ton,  Ryfflye,  Grimflon,  Wyvelingbam  and  Rovdon, 
are  w’ithin  the  limits  of  the  chace,  and  have  been 
reputed,  ufed,  lett.  See.  as  parcel  of  the  faid  chace.  ■ 

i 

He  faith  alfo  that  the  bounds  and  limits  of  the  faid 
warren,  extend  from  Roydon  to  Hall-Hill,  and  fo  | 
near  to  Roydon  church,  and  thence  down  a w’ay  to  j 
Hillington  Cawfey,  thence  to*  Querne  Hill,  and  lb  i 
to  Wardyke ; and  he  faith,  that  the  keepers,  &:c. 
have  at  their  wills,  ufed  to  diafc  and  rechale  the 
deer  within  the  faid  limits ; that  in  the  nine  acres 
there  were  burrowing  a thoufand  conies  and  divers 
falls  ; that  the  w’^arreners  have  at  their  wills,  until 
now  of  late,  quiet Iv  and  peaceably  hunted,  hayed, 
ferited,  digged,  killed,  and  carried  away  all  fuch  co- 
nics as  bred  and  burrowed  upon  the  nine  acres, 
Congham  Lyings  and  Moor;  ancl  that  the  warren- 
ers  alv.’avs  paid  tithe  conies  thereon  to  the  parfons 
of  Congham,  and  he  never  heard  any  farm  conics 
to  Mr.  Spilman,  or  any  other  Ibr  the  nine  acres  and 
Congham  Lyings.  He  laith  Mr.  Waller’s  grounds 
begin  at  King’s  Thorn,  where  Ibme  time  tvas  great  j 
flore  of  conies,  and  fo  fouthward  to  the  laid  pits, 
fo  to  Hall-Hill,  lb  to  the  hangings  of  Goldworthy 
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Hill,  unto  the  fouth  fide  thereof,  and  never  knew  it 
jilou^hcd  but  by  h^rs.  Wallci  ; he  knovveth  th»- 
grounds  in  Mrs.  ^Valler’s  occupation  in  Roydon, 
extending  to  Shepherd’s  Hill,  with  all  Roydon  L,y- 
jngs.  aiid  lb  to  Skegucy  Fen,  and  thence' to  Roydon 
Shrubbs,  and  fo  to  Eleven  Herne,  called  Roydon 
Common  ; and  faith  in  both  thele  places  lad  bound- 
ed in  Rovdon,  the  warreners  tiled  like  liberty  as  be- 
iorc  in  Congham  nine  acres  and  Lyings ; and  paid 
tithe  conies  to  the  parlbn  of  Ro)  don  ; that  in  Wyve- 
ling  grounds  ufed  the  like  liberty  as  in  any  other 
part  of  the  warren,  without  any  interruption,  until 
now  of  late  years ; he  depoleth  the  fame  of  South 
Wootton  grounds,  and  of  Great  Cromer’s  clofe,  and 
l.ittle  Cromer’s  clofe,  both  which  lie  in  Riling.  > 

The  church  of  Rifing  is  an  antient  pile,  built  in 
a conventual  manner,  with  a tower  ^Dctwcen  the  bo- 
dy of  it  and  the  chancel,  which  lalVis  now  in  ruins, 
the  walls  only  of  part  of  it  bej,ng  flanding ; allb  a 
fouth  crofs  ille  joining  to  the  tourer,  which  is  cn- 
lirelv  in  ruins.  The  weft  end  is  adorned  with  an- 
ti(|ue  carving  and  Imall  archo.s ; in  the  totver  arc 
three  bells,  but  oiie  is  fplit;  the  roof  of  the  church 
is  fiat,  covered  with  lead,  long  but  narrow,  and  ii 
dedicated  to  St.  Lawrence. 

There  are  no  inferipcions  in  the  church. 

In  the  porch  was  a grave- done,  with  part  of  an 
infeription,  viz.  IJabellce  Keghue,  in  memory  no  doubt 
of  fome  of  that  queen’s  fervants,  or  retinue,  which 
induced  lomc  perfons  to  I'ancy  that  Ihe  herfelf  was 
here  buried. 

It  pays  no  procurations,  only  fynodals;  being  ex- 
. empt  from  all  epilcopal  jurildibtiou,  and  arcliidiaco- 

nal. 
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nal,  except  indu<Sion  by  the  archdeacon  of  Norwich, 
and  the  patronage  is  in  the  lord  of  the  manor.  The 
reftor  has  the  probate  of  wills,  not  as  recdor,  but  as 
commiflary,  nominated  by  the  lord  of  the  manor, 
derived  as  ’tis  faid  from  a Norman  cuflom,  rather 
claimed  by  the  lord,  in  right  of  his  caflle. 

CONGHAM.  That  is,  a ham  or  dwelling  by 
the  river  Cong,  as  called  by  the  antient  Britons; 
thus  Congleton  alfo,  a town  in  CheQiire. 

CoNGHAM  Manor.  After  various  defeents  this 
manor  came  to  the  Paftons,  and  John  Pafton,  Ion 
and  heir  of  William  Pafton,  in  1446  releafed  to 
Thomas  Daniel,  efq.  and  his  heirs,  all  his  right 
herein;  the  faid  Thomas  prefented  as  lord  in  1448, 
and  in  1475.  Henry  Wodelioufe  prefented  as  lord, 
and  fir  Edmund  Wodehoufe  in  1479  ; after  this  fir 
Heniy  Colet  in  1482  anft  1487,  probably  as  a truftee 
or  morgagee,  (he  was  a citizen  'and  lord  mayor  of 
London)  for  in  1504,  and  1522,  fir  Thomas  Wode- 
houfe was  lord  and  patron;  and  in  the  31ft  of  Hen. 
VIII.  this  manor  was  conveyed  by  Thomas  Wode- 
houfe, efq.  to  H.  Jordon,  gent,  who  prefented  in 
15525  and  from  him  to  Humphry  Baftard,  who 
was  lord  in  1580.  Humphry,  in  the  26th  of  Eli- 
zabeth, rcleafed  to  ^Villiam  Bladwell,  of  Thurlow  ‘ 
Magna  in  Suffolk,  all  his  right  herein  ; but  in  1595 
Henry  Spelman,  efq.  was  lord  and  patron,  and  af- 
terwards his  fon,  fir  Henry  Spelman,  who  was  born 
here,  a gentleman  of  eminent  worth  and  fame  at 
this  day,  for  his  learning  and  knowledge  in  antiqui- 
tv  ; as  appears  from  his  works  that  arc  publiflied  by 
iJr.  Gibfon,  biftiop  of  London,  with  his  life,  &:c. 

He  was  fon  of  Henr)-  Spelman,  efq.  of  riiis  town, 
bv  Frances,  his  fuff  wife,  daughter  of  William  Saun- 
ders, 
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tiers,  of  Ewell  in  Siirry,  efq.  fecond  fon  of  fir  John 
vSpelman,  knight,  of  Narborurgh,  fecond  judge  of  the 
king’s  bench,  by  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  heir  of 
Henrv  Frowick,  of  Gunnerfbury'  in  Middlefex.  Sir 
Henrv,  by  his  wife  Eleanor,  elclefh  daughter  and  co- 
heir of  John  L’Efirange,  of  Sedgeford  in  Norfolk, 
had  fir  John  Spelman,  his  fon  and  heir,  and  Cle- 
ment Spelman,  his  fecond  fon,  a curfitor  baron,  &c. 
— Sir  John,  his  eldefl;  fon,  married  Ann,  daughter 
of  fir  John  Townfhend,  of  Rainhain  in  Norfolk; 
was  educated  at  Cambridge,  (probably  in  Trinity 
college,  where  his  father  was  a flu'dent)  and  wrote 
feveral  learned  treatifes,  as  may  be  feen  in  Wood’s 
Ath.  Ox.  vol.  2:  and  when  king  Charles  I.  retired 
to  Oxford  about  1642,  he  followed  him,  died  there 
in  Brazen  Nofe  college,  of  the  camp  difeafe,  July 
24,  and  was  buried  on  the  26th  of  the  faid  month; 
1643,  church  of  S^t.  Mary,  at  Oxford,  leav- 

ing this  character,  that  he  was 

J ir  acerrimi  jitdidi,  fiimmi  ingenn,  et  prohatijfma 
moruvi  fuavilalis. 

In  1638  fir  John  prefented  to  the  church  of  St, 
Andrew,  as  lord  and  patron;  and  in  1674  Roger 
Spelman,  elq.  of  Holme,  who  was  his  cldcll  fon, 
and  had  a brodier,  Charles,  who  prefented  iir  16S4; 
from  whom  it  came  to  Charles  Spelman,  reftor  of 
the  church  of  St.  Andrew. 

After  this  the  manor  was  conveyed  to  the  Mor- 
daunts,  fir  Charles  Mordaunt,  bart.  of  Maffingham 
Parva,  being  the  prefent  lord. 

Rusteyn’s  and  Reed-Hall  Manor.  This  ma- 
nor was  in  pofielfion  of  Plenry  Spelman,  efq.  in  the 
reign  of  queen  Elizabeth. 
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Anthony  Hammond,  of  Wootton,  efq.  who  inar- 
rSed  the  fifler  of  fir  Robert  Walpole,  fii  R carl  of 
Orford,  w^as  lord  in  1750.  After  him  Richard 
Hammond,  efq.  of  Wehacre,  and  the  prcfent  lord 
is  Anthony  Hammond,  of  We  fiacre,  his  nepheiv. 

Tattshale’s,  Petegar’s,  or  Beleter’s.  The 
family  of  Cromwell,  as  heirs  to  Orreby,  vver'&  capi- 
tal lords  of  the  fee ; and  Ralph  de  Cromwell,  lord 
Tatifliale,  prefented  to  St.  Mar)’‘s  church  in  1391; 
and  in  the  3d  of  Henry  IV.  Edmund  Belzetter  alias 
Belytter,  Richard  Chappe,  and  Righard  Holditch, 
held  half  a fee  of  the  lady  Maud  Cromwell. 

The  principal  part  or  fee  was,  in  1487,  in  fir 
Robert  Ratclylf,  who  then  prefented  to  the  church 
aforefaid;  in  1517,  in  Thomas  Windham,  and  Ro- 
bert Drury,  and  continued  in  the  Windhams  fevc- 
ral  years,  and  came  afterwards  to  fir  Henry  Spel- 
jnan,  in  whofe  family  it  remained. 

But  though  the  principal  part  was  thus  conveyed, 
yet  a part  of  the  Tatifhale  manor  which  was  in  the 
Thorps  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  remained  till  con- 
veyed by  them  to  the  L’Eftrangcs. 

Henry  L’Ehrangc,  of  Hunffanton,  efq.  died  pof- 
fefTcd  of  the  manor  of  Congham,  and  Mafhngham 
Parva,  in  1483.  John  L’Eflrange,  his  third  Ion, 
died  lord  in  1517,  and  by  the  marriage  of  Barbara 
his  only  daughter,  came  to  Robert  Mordaunt,  efq. 
in  which  family  it  flill  remains ; fir  Charles  Mor- 
daunt, bart.  being  the  prelent  lord. — Barbara  was 
his  daughter  by  Margaret,  daughter  and  coheir  ot 
fir  T homas  L’Ehrange,  of  Walton  D’Eivile,  in  \V’ ar- 
wicklhirc. 


This 
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This  manor  is  called  corruptly  at  tliis  day  Pete- 
s;ar's,  probably  from  Beleter,.  who  was  lord  in  Hen. 
IV’s  time. 

The  church  of  St.  AncVetv  is  a fingle  pile,  cover- 
ed with  lead,  and  has  a tower  four-fcjuare,  embat- 
iled,  and  two  bells.  On  the  north  fide  is  a cha- 
pel, covered  with  tile  ; on  the  north  wall  of  it  is 
this  infcription: 

Fatenw  Henri,  et  Johs.  Spelman,  milit.  alam 
franc  pie  inJliLiiit  Rogs.  Spelman,  .abfolvit:  aulem  Carolus 
Spelm.  hujus  eccles.  tandem  reBor,  Au.  Dni.  1686. 

The  chancel  is  tiled ; and  within  the  rails  of  the 
communion  table  lie  feveral  marble  graveflones ; 

\ 

H.  S.  E.  Carolus  Squire  A.,  M.  fcliolcs  Lenneufrs  p. 
annos  novcm  prccccptor  Celebris,  ecclcjicc  hujus  et  de  MaJ- 
Jingham  Fa,  recior  dignijjimus,  Jacerdos  dodliis,  plus, 
probus,  vir  varia  et  perpoliia  eruditione  ornatus,  hijio- 
■riiis  el  humanioribus  in  Uteris  maxime  vcrfatus,  amicus 
plane  /implex,  comes  jucundijimus,  defideralijjimis  obt, 
20  Aug.  1752,  atat.  56.  Manto  opiimo,  uxor  moerens 
p</uit.  ' 

On  one  with  a brafs  plate,  Flic  requie/cunt  IFenrU 
fiis  Spelman,  armiger,  el  Francijca,  uxor  ejus  Jilia  Gu~ 
hell.  Saunder,  armigi.  qui  habuerunt  exuum  inter  eos 
cdcirijimum  doBiJfimumq;  virum  Hen.  Spelman,  militem, 
Erajmum  Sp.  generojum,  et  Kliurb.  /Ham ; dicloq.  Hen- 
rico/ho  nati  fuerunt  p.  Etianoram  Lc  Strange  uxor 
ejus  unam  /ha rum  el  cohered um  Johan  he  Strange,  ar~ 
migeii,  ^/hi  Fr  ^ jduc,  vn.  Johs.  Spelm.  miles,  qui 
duxit  m uxorem  Annarn,  JUiain  unicam  Joh.  Toumjcnd.^ 
miLitis,  FIcnr.  et  Francis.  Spelman  qui  obicrunt  in  vita: 
paliis  Jine  exilu,  et  Clem,  Spelm.  qui  duxit  in  uxorenv 
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Martham  Majon,  unam  filiarum  et  cohered,  Franckci 
Majon,  armigi.  et  Dorothea  nupta  Ra?io.  Whitjeld, 
militi,  uni  fervientum  Dni.  Caroli  Regis  ad  legem,  An^ 
na  nupta  Tho.  More,  armigero,  Kath.  nupta  Robo.  Ra- 
wer th,  armigero,  et  Alicia  nupta  Johi.  Smith,  generofo; 
di6lus  Henr.  Spel.  avus  obt.  7 OSl.  1.581,  diHa  Fran- 
, eifea  ava,  15  OB.  1622. — Below  this,  Here  alfo  lies 
the  body  of  Roger  Spelm.  EJq;  Jon  and  heir  of  the 
abovenamed  Sir  John  Spel.  knight,  who  married  the 
daughter  and  heirefs  of  Robert  Strutt,  of  Lincoln  s-Inn, 
Efq;  and  died  JVovr.  27,  1678.  On  the  bral's  the 
arms  of'  Spelman ; fable,  platee,  between  two  haun- 
ches, argent,  impaling,  fable,  a chevron,  ermine,  be- 
tween three  bulls  heads,  argent,  Sanders. 

One  In  memory  of  Charles  Spelman,  fon  of  Roger 
Spelm.  Efq;  who  died  March  3,  1684;  with  the  arms 
of  Spelman. 

Another  For  Barbara,  relict  of  Hairy  Mordaunt, 
Efq;  who  died  Deer.  23,  i6go. 

On  one  with  a brafs  plate  Hk  et  hac  pro  tempore 
quiefeunt  reliquice  Tho.  Bendijh  Rid.  de  EJfex^  amiigeri, 
ct  Rid.  Barb.  Edxoi  Thomcc  liber,  quorum  0 films  et  me-‘ 
moria  Elkabetha  Dudleyorum  profapia  nuerens  reliBct 
P.  Et  obt.  Junii  13  Ao.  Dni  1632  atat.  fuce  33. 

On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  chancel,  a gravefione 
with  the  arms  of  Mordaunt,  impaling  L’Eflrange, 
In  memory  of  L Strange  Mordant,  fon  of  Heniy  Mor- 
dant, a grandfon  oj  Sir  L Strange  Mordant  of  Xorff. 
ht.  by  Barbara  his  loifc,  daughter  of  Richd.  Catlyn, 
Efq;  he  had  ijfue  Henry  and  a daughter  Barbara,  and 
died  Deer.  4,  in  the  6^d  year  of  his  age,  i6gi,  here 
alfo  lieth  Barbara  his  reliB,  who  died  Apr.  4,  i72g, 
as;ed  86. 

O 


In 


OF  FREEBRIDGE.  ng 

In  tlie  church  yard  a monument  In  memory  of 
RM  [on  of  Rd.  Catlyn,  Efq]  of  Kirby  Cane,  in 
K'orjf.  who  died  July  12,  1711,  born  May  8,  1636, 
and  was  one  of  the  focieiy  of  Lincoln  s Inn  ; with  tlic 
arms  of  Catlyn. 

The  prefent  reSor  is  the  Rev.  FMmund  Nellon. 
His  prcdeceflbr  was  the  Rev.  Charles  Squire,  maf- 
rer  of  the  free  grammar  fchool  at  Lynn,  and  fon  of 
Benjamin  Squire,  formerly  refior  of  Great  Maffing- 
ham.  A man  of  learning,  and  a polite  fcholar,  and 
whofe  charader  is  defdribed  with  as  much  truth  as 
elegance  in  the  epitaph  upon  his  Bone  in  Conghain 
church. — (fee  p.  117.) 

There  were  formerly  three  churches,  Congham,, 
Congham  St.  Andrew,  and  Gonghara  All  Saints. 

This  rcBory  was  confolidated  to  Congham  St. 
Andrew,  in  16S4  ; the  church  is  dilapidated,  the 
reftor  receives  all  the  tithes  of  the  three  ConG;hams. 
and  paj's  20I.  per  ann.  to  the  impropriator  of  All 
Saints. 

DER SING  HAM.  The  town  takes  its  name 
from  Der,  or  Dur,  a Britifh  word,  fignifying  water, 
as  Derby,  Dereham,  Durham,  8cc.  and  the  Saxon 
words  Ing,  a meadow,  and  Ham,  a dwelling,  all 
which  anlwcr  to  its  feite. 

P.^kenham  Manor.'  In  the  3d  of  Henry  VII. 
fir  John  Windham  granted  by  line  the . manor  of 
Pakenham-hall,  to  John  hox  and  Catherine* his  wife, 
for  the  ufe  of  John  fox  his  fon;  and  William  Ro- 
geis  had  an  intcrefl  herein,  and  held  it  in  capilc,  in 
die  lit  of  c[ueen  Mary,  and  gave  it,  as  is.  laid,  by 
Uis  fait  will  to  the  poor  of  Norwich ; and  before 
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this,  in  1425)  John  Church,  of  BalTingbourn,  efc]. 
and  Joan  his  wife,  confirmed  to  Heniy  Walpole,  oP 
Houghton,  and  VVilliani  Yelverton,  gent,  the  ma- 
nor of  Pakenhara  in  Derfinghaui,  wliich  came  to 
them  by  the  death  of  William  Adderton,  cfq.  her 
father,  and  Joam  his  wife. 

Afterwards  it  came  to  the  Cobbes  of  Sandringham<- 
v.ho  were  lords  in  the  yth  of  Elizabeth,  and  to  the 
Hoftes,  Dixon  Hoffe,  elq.  fon  of  Theodore  Hofle, 
cfq.  fecond  fon  of  James  Hohe,  efq.  of  Sandring- 
ham, is  the  prefent  lord,  and  alfo  of  Snaringhall 
and  has  the  lete  of  the  town. 

Rinham  Priory  Manor.  Peter  de  Y’aloins,  ort" 
his  foundation  of  this  priory,  when  he  gave  lands 
and  two  parts  of  his  tithe  to  it,  gave  rife  to  this- 
lordflnp,  to  which  gift  Hugh  de  Derfmgham,  and 
Picotus  his  brother,  were  witnelTes. 

Chrifliana  de  Mande\-ille,  countefs  of  Effex,  for 
the  fouls  health  of  William  de  Maudeville,  earl  of 
Effex,  and  of  Reyraund  de  Burgo,  her  late  hufband, 
gave  40s.  rent  per  ann.  in  land  and  heath,  with  cer- 
tain homages,  See.  and  fhe  demifed  to  perpetual 
farm,  a capital  melluage,  with  fixty  acres  of  land 
here,  to  the  priory ; the  prior  agreeing  to  pay  fe- 
ventcen  marks  per  ann.  to  the  chaplains  of  St.  Ni-  . 
cholas,  in  the  court  of  Shcring,  in  Elfex,  where  fhe 
then  lived.  Edward  1.  granted  licence  to  alien  the 
lands  to  that  chapel  which  Alexander  de  Baliol,  fon 
of  Henry,  had  granted  to  Chrifliana  Valoins,  his 
aunt,  after  the  death  of  the  lady  Lora,  his  mother, 
and  Guy  his  brother,  in  exchange  for  lands  in  Hey- 
ham  and  Walthamflow',  in  Effex ; Alexander’s  deed 
is  dated  at  \Vare  56th  of  Llenry  111.  and  Dug- 
dalc  obferves,  that  tliis  lord  was  one  of  the  coheirs . 
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lo  Clirirtiana  aforefaid,  who  died  about  the  2sd  o^ 
Hcmy  111. 

William,  fon  of  William  de  Derham,  gaA^e  a 
maifli  called  Chefliolm,  and  Thomas  Lording,  of 
Dctfmgham,  lands.  Tfabella  de  Derham  held  the 
third  part  of  a fee  of  Valoins,  in  Henry  Ill’s  time, 

Richard  de  Secford,  prior  of  Binham,  and  the 
convent,  exchanged  lands  here  with  fir  Thomas  de 
Gelham,  lying  near  the*  chapel  of  St.  Andrew  in 
Derlingham : in  the  deed  is  an  account  of  eighty-fix 
acres,  &c.  of  land,  one  hundred  and  eight  of  pal- 
ture,  eight  acres.  See.  of  meadow,  demean  lands  be- 
longing to  the  prior,  with  rents  and  culloms,  by 
deed  fans  date;  and  in  the  39th  of  Edward  III.  a 
conliderable  pait  of  the  manor  of  Pakenham  was 
conveyed  to  it- 

The  teinporalties  of  this  priory  in  this  town  were 
valued,  in  1428,  at  4I.  13s.  8d.  At  the  dilfoludon 
king  Henry  VITL  granted  it,  in  his  33d  year,  to  fir 
I lionias  Palton,  who  had  licence  to  alienate  it  in  his 
36th  year,  to  John  Rokewood  and  his  heirs  ; but  in 
the  folloiving  year,  lir  Thomas  Paflon,  and  Agnes 
his  wife,  Richard  fleydon,  elq.  and  Nicholas  Roke- 
wood,  gent,  conveyed  by  line  this  manor,  with  four 
hundred  acres  of  land,  lixty  of  meadow,  two  hun- 
dicd  oi  pahure,  hx  of  wood,  two  hundred  of  inarni, 
with  liberty  of  a fold  iriDerfingham  andlngoldellhorp, 
W'iih  loos,  rent  per  ann.  and  the  advowfon  of  the 
vicarage,  to  Robert  Read,  gent,  who  dying  Febru- 
ary 27,  ao.  1.  Mary',  Thomas  Read  his  fon  fucceed- 
ed,  uho  had  licence  17th  of  Elizabeth,  to  alienate 
a mdluage,  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land, 
vwth  a fuklage  called  Ehling  Courfe,  to  ChriRopher 
Av  alpole,  -and  the  manor  to  J cHrey  Cobbe,  dep  and  fo  it 
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came  to  the  Hoftes ; and  Dixon  Hoflc,  cfq.  of  In- 
goltleflhorpe,  is  the  prefent  lord. 

Gel  HAM  Hall.  So  called  from  a family  who 
held  lands  of  the  capital  lords,  the  Valoins,  and  in 
ancient  deeds  are  found  w'itnelfes  to  feverai  of  their 
donations. 

Sir  Thomas  de  Gelham  of  this  town,  had  licence 
to  build  a free  chapel  in  Derfmghara  church-yard, 
in  May  1264,  and  to  appoint  a mafter  or  chaplam, 
from  Adam  de  Mota,  then  prior  of  Binham.  John 
de  Gelham  had  a quietus,  in  the  56th  of  Henry  III. 
lor  two  years,  when  he  was  to  take  the  order  of 
knighthood ; and  one  of  the  fame  name  was  lord  in 
the  gth  of  Edtvard  II.  William  de  Gelham  feems 
to  be  the  lafl  of  that  family,  and  died  in  the  reign 
of  Edward  III.  when  it  was  divided  amongfl  his 
daughters  and  coheirs. 

In  the  27th  of  the  faid  king,  a fine  was  levied 
between  fir  Richard  Walkfare,  knight,  and  John  de 
Repps  and  Elizabeth,  who  conveyed  to  Richard  a 
third  part  of  this  manor. 

‘ • 

Sir  Richard  Walkfare,  fome  time  before  his  death, 
gave  his  right  herein  to  certain  feoffees ; and  on  his  ^ 
death  it  came  to  fir  Thomas  Felton,  and  the  lady  • 
Joan  his  wife.  Sir  Thomas  died  poffeffed  of  it 
about  the  5th  of  Richard  II.  then  knight  of  the 
garter,  and  left  three  daughters  and  coheirs ; Mary, 

wife  of  fir  Edmund  Hengrave  ; Sibilla,  wife  of 

de  Morlay;  and  Alianore,  wife  of  fir  John  L’Eflrange, 
of  Hunflanton,  which  fir  John  L’Eflrange  and  his 
ladv,  conveyed  to  Joan  her  mother  this  manor,  with 
thole  of  Rybiirgh  Magna  and  Parva,  in  the  8th  of 
that  king,  by  fine.  Soon  after  this,  the  lady  Cathc-  . 
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line  Brews,  a nun,  daughter  and  heir  of  fir  Tho- 
mas de  Norwich,  had  an  intereh  in  it. 

From  the  time  of  Henry  VIII.  there  is  no  certain 
account  of  the  defceiit  of  this  manor,  till  it  came  to 
Jeffrey  Cobbe  in  the  2 ill  of  Charles  I.  and  fo  to  the 
late  Theodore  Holle,  efq.  as  heir  male  to  his  bro- 
ther, James  Hofle,  efq.  of  Sandringham,  and  Dixon 
Hofle,  efc].  his  eldefl  fon,  is  the  prefent  lord. 


Shouldham  Priory  MaiVor.  Chrifliana  countefs 
of  Mandeville,  gave  confiderable  lands  and  poffef- 
fions  in  this  town,  to  this  priory. 

At  the  diffolution  it  was  granted,  May  5,  in  the 
36di  of  Henry  VIII.  to  John  Dcthick,  efq.  \vho  in 
the  38th  had  licence  to  alien  it  to  John  Pell  and 
his  heirs;  and  by  an  inquifition  taken  at  Lynn, 
October  8,  in  the  2d  and  3d  of  Philip  and  Alarv' 
on  the  death  of  John  Pell,  gent,  of  Derfingl  lam, 
v\ho  died  April  4,  in  the  faid  year,  he  was  found 
to  die  leifed  of  it,  held  by  the  twentieth  part  of  a 
lee ; and  that  of  Brookhall,  held  of  the  hundred  of 
freebridge,  by  fealty,  and  i2d.  rent  per  ann.  with 
fix  meffuages,  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
land,  one  hundred  and  tw'cnty  of  meadow,  forty  of 
paflure,  fifty  of  furze  and  heath,  in  Derfmgham, 
Siiernbourne,  and  Ingoldeflhorpe,  held  of  the  ma- 
nor of  Pakenham-Hall,  by  3d.  rent  and  fealty ; and 
John  was  his  fon  and  heir  by  Margaret  his  wife. 


The  aforefaid  John  Pell,  gent,  by  his  will,  dated 
eptember  16  1534,  lequires  to  be  buried  in  the 
church  of  Derfmgham.  John  his  fon  and  heir  married 
largaret,  daughter  and  heir  of  William  Overend, 
e q.  and  dying  m 1607,  left  William  Pell,  efq.  his 
deli  fon,  who  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Wil- 
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Ham  Drun^  of  Fincham,  cfq.  his  firfl;  wife  was  Eli- 
zabeth, daughter  of Richers,  of  Swannington  ; 

]cflTcy  Pell,  his  brother,  married  Catherine,  daugh- 
ter of  Edward  Read,  of  Eaft  Rudham:  there  was 
alfo  another  brother,  Valentine,  an  attorney  at  Lynn, 
who  died  in  1^23.  Jeffrey  Pell  died  in  1615,  and 
left  iit'ue  John  Pell,  cfq.  who  niamed  Urfula,  daugh- 
ter of  Gawfell,  of  Watlington,  efq.  by  ^vhom, 

as  fome  fay,  he  had  fir  Valentine  Pell,  &c.  others 
made  Valentine  to  be  fon  of  Jeffrey,  who  dying  in 
165 8,  left  by  Barbara  his  wife,  daughter  of  fir 
James  Calthorpe,  John  Pell,  his  fon  and  heir,  who 
married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William  Pert,  of 
hlountneys  in  Effex,  who  died  without  iffue ; and 
captain  William  Pell,  who  married  Ann,  daughter 
of  John  Drury,  of  Holt-Houfe  in  l.eziate,  by  Lynn, 
bv  whom  he  had  John  Pell,  efq.  who  married  Ann, 
daughter  of  U’homas  Wood,  of  Bracon-afli  in  Nor- 
folk, who  died  1686,  without  ilfue;  and  Valentine 
Pell!  eft],  who  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Ifaac 
Lane,  of  Walfingham,  and  on  his  death,  ilfue, 
gave  this  lordQrip  by  will,  to  Robert  Walpole,  efq. 
father  'of  fir  Robert  Walpole,  knight  of  the  garter, 
and  earl  of  Orford,  whole  giandfon,  the  prefent  earl 
Oiford,  is  lord  of  it. 

There  alfo  appears  to  have  been  a little  lordflnp 
called  Snaring-Hall,  held  of  Valoins,  in  the  reigil 
of  Henry  11.  by  Jeffrey  de  Snaring;  and  Philip, 
one  of  the  family,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  held 
lands  here.  I'his  manor  is  now  in  Dixon  Hofle, 
elq. 

West  Hall  Manor.  The  antlent  family  of 
die  Derfinghams,  who  lived  here,  probably  held 
lands  of  this  iordfhip. 
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Sir  Robert  de  TateBiale  was  found,  in  the  51O:  of 
Edward  I.  to  ha^'e  held  in  captte,  one  fee,  ^vhidi 
the  prior  of  Binham  held  of  him ; and  in  the  33d 

of  the  faid  king, Pakenham  held  the  third 

jiart  of  a fee  of  the  heirs  of  fir  Robert. 

Of  fir  John  d'e  Pakenham,  who  was  Reward  to 
the  bifliop  of  Ely,  there  is  a remarkable  account- — • 
That  coming  into  the  exchequer  court,  where  the 
king  (Henry  III.)  himfelf  was  fitting,  in  the  39th  of 
that  king,  he  claimed  a monflrous  fiQi  taken  on  the 
land  of  one  of  the  bifliop’s  wards,  whofe  ancellors 
claimed  wreck  at  fea : the  king  himfelf  made  anfwer, 
and  ordered  him  to  produce  the  charter  bv^  which  he 
claimed,  which  being  done,  it  was  then  alked,  if 
the  fifli.  ivas  taken  on  the  land  or  in  the  fea,  and  it 
was  anfwered  in  the  fea,  not  far  from  the  land,  and 
taken  alive,  fix  boats  being  overturned  in  the  fea  be- 
fore he  could  be  caught : then  the  king  replied,  that 
fiiice  it  was  acknowledged  that  the  fifli  was  taken 
alive  in  the  fea,  it  could  not  be  wreck,  and  he 
would  further  confdcr  of  it;  and  the  caufe  was  ad- 
journed to  the  parliament, 

We  mention  this,  as  it  contains  fome  things  wor- 
thy of  our  obfervation.  Firft,  that  the  king  himfelf 
fat  in  the  exchequer  at  this  time,  afked  queilions, 
gave  anfwers  and  judgment ; fecondly,  that  no  per- 
I'on  could  claim  wTeck  but  by  charter  ; and  thirdly, 
that  the  caufe  was  adjourned  to  the  parliament  ; 
quere  may  be  made,  if  this  word  parliament  occurs 
in  any  record  before  this  time. 

In  records  before  this,  and  till  the  reign  of  Edu\ 
I.  the  v/ord  was  Concilium  et  Concilium-,  but 

Earis  fays,  this  king  called  Parh.amenlum  Gene- 
ralijjimum,  ao.  30.  p.  696. 

E 3 In 


J26  hundred  and  half 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  this  manor  was  held 
by  fir  Thomas  Paflon,  from  which  time  no  account 
till  it  came  to  the  Cobbes,  and  fo  to  the  Holies, 
and  Dixon  Hofte,  efc].  is  the  prefent  lord. 

Brook  Hall  or  Old  Hall.  The  family  of 
Brokedifli  were  antiently  lords  of  this,  under  the 
Tatefhales.  Thomas  dc  Brokcdifh  polTeired  it  in 
the  beginning  of  king  Henry  Ill’s  reign;  and  in 
the  gift  of  that  king,  Richard  le  Butler  had  the 
cuftody  of  lands  here,  belonging  to  Stephen  dc 
Brokedifli. 

This  manor  was  granted  afterwards  to  fir  Whlliam 
Capcl,  lord  mayor  of  London,  and  ancellor  to  the 
earl  of  Elfcx,  who  died  leilcd  of  it  November  8,  ao. 
yth  of  Henry  VIII.  and  fir  Giles  Capel  was  his  fon 
and  heir;  he  conveyed  it,  in  the  3sd  of  the  faid 
king,  to  John  Pell,  gent,  by  fine,  in  which  family 
it  continued  as  in  Shouldham  priory  manor,  till  left 
to  the  Walpoles,  the  earl  of  Orford  being  the  pre- 
fent lord. 

The  church  of  Derfingham  was  dedicated  to  St. 
Nicholas,  and  was  at  firll  a rectory. 

On  the  dilfolution  of  the  priory  of  Binham  it  was 
granted  to  the  fee  of  Norwich,  where  the  impropria- 
tion of  the  great  tithes  remain;  the  prefent  countefs- 
of  Orford  has  a leafe  of  them  from  the  bifliop,  pay- 
ing sol,  a year  out  of  it  to  the  vicar  of  Derfingham, 
which  was  fettled  for  ever  by  billiop  Reynolds,  for- 
merly bifiiop  of  this  diocefc. 

The  advowfon  of  the  vicarage  is  in  Di.xon  Hofle, 
cfq.  the  prefent  patron. 
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The  church  is  a very  large  pile  of  flint,  boulder, 
&;c.  as  inofl  of  the  churches  of  Norfolk  are,  with  a 
large  chancel ; the  nave  and  two  ifles  covered  ^vilIl 
lead,  and  the  chancel  with  tile.  At  the  weft  end  of 
the  nave  is  a ftrong  four-fquare  tower,  with  five 
bells,  on  that  a lantern,  with  a bell,  and  a little 
fiiaft  covered  with  lead. 

On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  chancel  is  a niural  mo- 
nument, with  the  arms  of  Pell,  in  a lozenge,  ermin, 
on  a canton  azure,  a pelican  vulning  itfelf,  or,  im- 
paling, p.  pale,  azure  and  gules,  three  faltires,  ar- 
gent, Lane. 

Beneath  in  a vault  rejl  the  remains  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Pell,  lady  of  Booters-hall  manoiir,  at  Cramvorth,  in 
this  county,  widow,  and  relicl  of  Valentine  Pell,  Efq; 
grandfon  of  Sir  Valentine  Pell,  Kt.  the  only  daughter 
and  heirefs  of  Ifaac  Lane,  late  of  Walfingham,  Gent: 
a lady  worthy  of  imitation,  adorned  loith  all  the  orna- 
ments of  vertue,  her  perjon  and  excellent  qualif  cations 
rendered  her  greatly  ejteemed  by  all  that  had  the  happi- 
^wfs  of  her  acquaintance.  Her  great  charity  in  her  life 
and  at  her  death,  luill  canfe  her  name  to  be  had  in  ever- 
Iqjling  remembrance,  fie  departed  this  life  worthily  la- 
mented, the  a<2d  of  May  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1732, 
to  whqfe  pious  and  lajiing  memory,  Mrs.  MargarG 
Hodgfon,  her  dearly  beloved  friend  and  executrix,  dedi- 
cated this  monument.  She  gave  lool.  to  this  parifi, 
which  is  laid  out  for  land  in  the  parifi,  and  given  to  the 
poor  in  bread  and  coals,  and  the  fame  fum  to  South 
Creake,  xohere  her  father  had  gave  the  like  fum. 

Another  mural  monument  with  the  arms  of 
Hodgfon,  in  a lozenge — gules,  three  falcons,  in  a 
bordure. 

R d Xbi^ 


This  monument  is  erecled  to  the  7nemory  of  Mrs,  Mar^ 
garet  Hodgjon,  late  of  Bootefs-hall,  at  Cranwortk  in 
this  county,  where  fe  departed  this  life  the  2d  of  Dec. 
^,743’  ^7  and  according  to  her  own  defire 

lies  mlcrrcd  in  the  fame  vault  with  Mrs.  Elk.  Pell. 
She  gave  fj.  per  aim.  to  this  parijh,  to  the  church- 
wardens  and  overfccrs,  to  take  care  of  the  vault  and  ' 
monuments,  and  keep  them  clean,  and  in  repair,  and 
what  overplus  annually  to  he  dijlrilmted  to  objects  of  cha~  ' 
rity  living  in  the  [aid  parifi,  and  charged  the  ejlate  in 
Cranworth  with  it. 

On  an  altar  tomb,  at  the  eafl  end  of  the  fouth  ifle, 
Memorice  Sacrum — 

Hic  facet  fohannes  Pell  de  Darfingham,  armiger, 

' ejuonda'  major  Linna  Regis,  qui  uxorem  duxit  Marga-  > 
retam,,fliam  unicam  Guiielmi  Overend,  armiger i,  annos 
61  fceliciter  una  vixerunt,  fex  fiiios  el  Ires  .f  lias  inter 
Je  hahuerunt,  Ille  vero  aim  annos  80  compleverat  quinto 
.die  Februarij,  A°.  Dm.  1607,  matura  JencHule,  mor- * 
tern  obijt  et  oEiavo  die  ejnfdem  menfis  corpus  fepulchro 
condebatur.  1 < 

An  atchievement,  In  memory  of  the  late  wife  of  the 
late  Dr.  Kerrich,  and  thefe  arms,  fable,  on  a pile 
argent,  a caltrap  of  the  firll,  Kerrich,  and  in  an 
elcutcheon  of  pretence,  a bugle  horn,  fable,  ftringed 
gules,  in  bale,  a chevron  of  the  fecond,  and  in 
chief  indented  of  the  third,  PolHcthvvaii.  She  was  ' 
daughter  of  archdeacon  Pofllcthwait : her  hufband, 
the  Rev.  Samuel  Kenich,  D.  D.  was  many  years 
vicar  of  Derfingham ; a clergyman  much  refpe^lcd 
for  his  learning  and  amiable  qualities.  The  prefent 
vicar  is  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hey,  fellow  of  Magdalen  col- 
lege, Cambridge. 
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John  Pell,  Efq.  died  1607. — William,  his  eldefl  Jon 
died  — John  Fell,  nephew  of  William,  — 

Sir  Vahitine  Pell  died  in  1658. — John  Feti,  EJq.  eldcjl 
Jon  of  Sir  Valentine,  1649. 

On  his  grave-flone,  Pell  impaling , on  a 

bend,  diree  mafcles,  died  s.  p. 

John  Pell,  EJq.  his  Jen,  died  16S6. — Valentine  Pdf 
Efq.  brother  of  John,  died  in  1690,  and  gave  his  ma- 
nor here  to  Robert  Walpole,  EJq.  oj  Houghton. 

Elh.  Pell  died  in  1732.  ' 

FLITCHAM,  or  Pliceliam,  Plicham  and  Flicham, 
as  it  is  wrote  in  Doomfday-bnok,  taking  its  name 
not  from  Felix,  bifliop  'of  the  Ealf  Angles,  (as  fome 
have  conceived)  but  from  its  feite,  it  not  being  the 
cuflom  of  the  Saxons  to  give  names  to  towns  from 
their  lords,  or  any  perfon ; the  ground  here,  as  Spel- 
inan  obferves,  abounds  with  fprings  and  water;  the  ' 
priory  was  filled  on  this  account,  St.  Mary  de  Fon~ 
tibus,  at  the  fprings ; Qiiod  ab  oriente  Jontes  oflendit 
apneo  interdum  meatu,  interdum  Jubterraneo  ludenles; 
therefore,  from  thefe  flete  ices,  or  waters,  it  takes  its 
name;  thus  Flixton  in  Suffolk,  8cc.  This  is  alfo 
called  I’licefwell  in  Doomfday-book. 

The  chief  manor,  and  the  greateff  part  of  this 
town,  was  granted  to  Roger  Bigot,  ancellor  of  the 
earls  of  Norfolk. 

Fulk  de  Bcaufoe,  who  was  lord  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  II.  dying  without  iffue  male,  left  four  daugh- 
^rs  and  coheirs ; Emme,  who  married  Gilbert  de 
Norfolk;  Agatha,  wlio  married  fir  Robert  Aguillon  ; 
Joan,  wife  of  Ehomas  de  Ingaldeflhorp,  and  Mar- 
gery, wife  of  Robert  Scales.  The  two  firfl  of  thefe 
had  only  an  interefl  in  this  torvn. 

/ Agatha, 
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Agatha,  by  fir  Robert  Aguillon,  left  alfo  four 
daughters  and  coheirs,  between  whom  her  moiety 
v\'as  divided ; Agatha,  wife  of  fir  Adam  de  Cock- 
field;  Ifabel,  of  Luke  de  Poynings ; Margery,  of 
Jordan  de  Sackville,  and  after  of  fii  Giles  de  Argen- 
ton  ; and  Joan,  of  fir  Ralph  Fitz-Bemard. 

Poining’s  Manor  came  to  fir  Luke  de  Poynings, 
on  his  marriage  with  Ifabel, 'daughter  and  heir  of 
Aguillon ; and  about  the  end  of  the  reign  of  Henry 
HI.  Thomas  de  Poynings,  Andrevv  de  Sackville,  Wal- 
ter de  Barnardeflon,  and  John  de  Rocheford,  were 
found  to  hold  in  this  town  and  Appleton,  two  fees 
of  the  honour  of  Arundel ; and  in  the  8th  of  Ed- 
ward I.  a fine  was  levied  between  Luke  de  Poynings 
and  Roger  de  Somcrcotes,  and  Maud  his  wife,  relitl 

of Poynings,  father  of  Luke,  as  we  take  it, 

whereby  Luke  granted  them  the  manor  of  Flitcham, 
for  the  life  of  Maud,  with  ap  anpuity  of  one  hun- 
dred fhillings. 

It  continued  in  the  family  of  the  Poynings  to  the 
reign  of  Henry  HI.  it  was  then  demifed  to  the  fa- 
mily of  Wodehoufe,  where  it  remained  till  the  reign 
of  Henry  VI. 

In  Henry  VIII.  It  was  conveyed  to  fir  Williarp 
Holies,  lord  mayor  of  London,  anccflor  of  the 
Holies,  dukes  of  Newcaftle,  who  left  it  to  his  fon 
Thomas. 

Sir  Thomas,  in  the  3d  and  4th  of  Philip  and 
Mary,  paffed  it  by  fine  to  Henry  Ward,  with  the 
lordfliip  of  Barneffon,  or  Barnardiflon,  for  2900I. 
but  his  lady  being  jointured  therein,  and  her  father, 
Richard  Payne,  not  agreeing  to  it,  it  came  into  that 
familv,  and  from  dicm  to  Thomas  duke  of  Norfolk, 

before 
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Vcfore  his  attainder  in  the  reign  of  queen  Eliza- 
beth. 


Philip  earl  of  Arundel,  his  fon  and  heir,  demifed 
it,  in  the  aSth  of  that  queen,  to  Richard  Hoveli, 
of  Flitcham,  gent.  Flitcham  houfe,  late  the  fcite  of 
die  priory,  with  all  the  appurtenances,  and  the  ma- 
nors called  Poyning’s,  Cockfield’s,  Barnaixli Eon’s, 
EaE-hall,  and  Snoring,  the  lands,  fold-courf’es,  wa- 
ter-mills, 8cc.  thereto  belonging,  in  the  tenure  of 
the  faid  Hoveli,  for  fifteen  years,  at  the  annual  rent 
of  237I.  6s.  Sd.  he  paying  alfo  to  the  biOiop  of 
Norwich  6s.  8d.  rent;  to  the  dean  and  chapter  3s.  qd. 
and  to  the  archdeacon  gs.  ;d.  ob.  per  ann.  alio  to 
provide  a curate  for  the  church  of  Flitcham. 


This  earl  being  found  guilty  of  high  trcafon,  and 
dying  a prifoner  in  the  tower  of  London,  it  came  to 
the  crown,  and  king  James  I.  on  February  14,  iu 
his  firE  year,  granted  the  priory  houfe,  and  all  the 
aforef^id  manors,  with  the  impropriated  rcEory,  to 
Richard  Lockfmith  and  Robert  BoUcyn,  they  pav- 
ing 170k  11s.  5cl.  fee-farm  rent  per  ann,  Jn  his 
6th  year,  it  was  granted,  on  February  1 2,  to  Henry 
Beck,  Robert  Bolleyn,  &c.  on  the  requeE  of  fir 
ChriEopher  Hatton.  After  this  the  faid  king  ga\'C  it 
to  thc^  earl  of  Suffolk,  in  fee-farm,  and  the  lord 
chief  juflice  Coke  purchafed  it  of  him,  and  the  fee- 
farm  rent  of  the  crown,  and  fo  it  defeended  to  Tho- 
mas Coke,  the  late  earl  of  LeiceEer,  who  entailed 
U on  his  nephew,  Wenman  Roberts  Coke,  efq  of 
Longford  in  Derby fhire. 


Sackville’s  Manor.  Jordan  de  Sackyille,  who 
rrianic  argeiy,  one  of  the  daughters  and  coheirs 
of  fir  Robert  Aguillon,  gave  name  to  it;  his  foil 
Andretv  occurs  lord  in  the  28th  of  Edward  I. 

la 
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Tn  the  21ft  of  Henry  VI.  John  Spendlove,  and 
Margaret  his  wife,  and  John,  fon  and  lieir  of  Adam 
Snoring,  conveyed  it  by  fine  to  John  Bertram,  of 
Saxlingham,  by  Holt,  in  Norfolk,  who  by  his  will, 
on  July  15,  1461,  clevifed  it  to  John  his  fecond  fon 
for  life,  with  the  advowfon,  or  until  he  fliould  be 
preferred  to  a greater  benefice  eccleliafiical,  and  then 
to  go  to  the  priory  of  Walfinghain ; and  thus  it 
was  afterwards  partly  united  to  the  manor  of  Snoring 
in  this  town,  and  part  came  to  fir  Richard  Williams, 
and  fo  to  fir  William  Holies,  and  the  late  earl  of 
Leicefler,  as  afoi'efaid.  ' 

There  arc  three  other  manors  in  this  town,  called, 
Cockfilld’s, 

Barnardiston’s,  and 
Snoring  Manor: 

All,  except  the  lall,  in  poffeffion  of  the  Holkhain 
family,  and  purchafed  by  lord  chief  jullice  Coke. 

Snoring  Manor.  Befides  the  lordfliips  above 
fpecified,  Emma  de  Beaufoe,  daughter  and  coheir  of 
Fulk  de  Beaufoe,  and  filler  of  Agatha,  had  her  right 
or  part  of  a moiety  in  this  town.  She  married  Gil- 
bert de  Norfolk,  who  had  a patent,  in  the  ill  year 
of  king  John,  to  enjoy  all  her  inheritance  for  life, 
and  dying  foon  after  without  ilTue,  fhe  obtained  for 
600  marks  a licence  not  to  be  diflrained  to  luaiTV, 
and  to  enjoy  all  her  own  inheritance,  and  alfo  to 
have  her  dower  in  that  of  her  hufband. 

Emma  had  a niece,  Damietta,  on  whom  flic  fet- 
tled great  part  of  this  lordfliip,  and  ynarried  lii  H, 
Tliomas  Avencl,  by  whom  flic  had  a fon,  Reginald, 
who  died  without  ifiue. 


Her 
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Her  fccond  hufband  was  Peter  de  Fuldon,  hy 
>vhoin  flie  had  a fon,  Richard. 


Damieita,  in  her  widowhood  pve  to  the  pn  , 
Rrc  of  Walfingham  in  Norfolk,  thirty  acres  of  Ian  , 
with  half  a fold-courfe  in  this  town ; and  her  aunt 
Emma  save- two  acres  of  land,  sSd.  rent  per  an n. 
which  Thomas  Avenel  was  to  pay  her  for  lands  ihe 
' granted  him  on  his  marriage. 

This  went  bv  the  name  of  Snoring  manor  in  the 
reign  of  Edwai^  IV.  and  on  the  diifolution  of  Wal- 
fingham priory,  was  granted  June  anno  6th  of 
Edward  VI.  to  Thomas  (Thurleby)  bidiop  of  Nor- 
wich, and  his  fuccelfors,  and  fo  continues. 


To  ihofe  who  fearch  truly  and  deeply  into  facrecl 
antiquity,  it  will  frequently  appear  how  the  chmch 
of  Rome  has  for  many  centuries  paft,  even  in  the 
'Saxon  times,  impofed  on  the  credulity,  the  weaknefs 
and  ignorance  of  mankind,  by  their  pi<n  ft  nudes,  in- 
ventions, and  traditions,  falle  and  fpurious  to  the 
kill  degree,  as  will  appear  in  the  following  inllance.. 

Felix,  who  is  laid  to  be  firft  Chriftian  bidiop  of 
the  Fall  Angles,  to  have  his  feat  at  Dunwich  in  Suf- 
folk, and  to  have  died  in  or  about  the  year  647* 
made  by  the  church  of  Rome  to  be  the  founder  of 
this  town,  to  give  name  to  it,  to  have  converted 
thefe  parts,  and  to  have  erefted  the  firfl  Chrifliau 
church  at  Babingley,  (a  town  adjoining  to  Flitchaui) 
and  that  he  was  alTifled  in  this  building.  See,  by 
Thoke,  a powerful  man,  lord  of  many  townlhips 
in  the  neighbourhood,  w'hom  he  had  made  a con- 
vert  to  the  Chriflian  laitlu 


In 
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In  anfvver  to  this,  it  is  to  be  obfcrvcd,  that  all 
towns  in  the  times  of  the  Britons,  (many  centuries 
before  the  time  of  biUiop  Felix)  took  their  names  ^ 
from  their  fcite,  as  this  did  from  the  fiices,  that  is, 
the  fleet  ices,  fprings,  and  ouzinefs  of  its  foil,  as  we 
have  already  obferved.  Many  of  thefe  ancient  Bri- 
tifh  and  old  Saxon  names  were  changed  by  the  Ro- 
mifh  church,  foi  the  names  of  their  fictitious  faints ' 
thus  Slepe  in  Huntingdonfliire  was  changed  and 
called  St.  Ives ; thus  Eynfbury  was  called  St.  Neois  : 
thus  old  Verukm  was  changed  to  St,  Alban’s,  and 
thus  Be^•derickfworLh  to  St.  Edmund’s  Bury.  As 
for  Thoke,  faid  to  be  a convert  of  St.  Felix,  he  was 
lord  of  Wefl  Walton,  Harplcy,  Greffinghall,  Scul- 
thorpe,  Burnham  T.  horpe,  and  many  other  towns ; 
was  a noble  Saxon  lord,  or  thane,  in  king  Edward's 
reign,  and  deprived  of  all  on  the  conqueil,  as  the 
book  of  Doomfday  will  teflify. 

The  church  of  Flitcham  confifls  of  a nave,  a fouth 
iflc,  with  a porch,  and  a fquarc  tower  in  which  hang.s 
one  bell,  and  is  dedicated  to  the  \hrgin  Mary ; there 
has  been  a chancel  and  a north  lile,  now  in  ruins  j 
the  fouth  ifle  is  covered  with  lead,  and  the  nave  and 
the  porch  are  tiled. 

At  the  weft  end  of  the  nave  lies  a black  marble 
grave-ftone,  with  the  arms  of  Bendifh  ; argent,  a che- 
vron, between  three  rams  heads,  crazed,  azure,  attired, 
or.  Sui>  hoc  lapide  pofUum  ejl  corpus  Franeijei  Bendvjh, 
generoji,  in  advcrfis  viri  inftgni  patientia,  in  amicos, 
non  minort  bcnignitate,  qui  expiravit  7 die  Kovanb.  Ao. 
Dni.  1647,  Plurimis  quondam  opprejfus,  jam 

Ki  umnis,  opprejfwnibus,  malis  omnibus  dormit  jeeurus; 

' beatijjmam  expecians  refur rcblionem. 

This  church  was  anciently  a reftory. 


Afterwards. 
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Afterwards,  the  re£lory  was  appropriated  to  the 
prior\'  here,  and  a vicarage  fettled,  and  that  was 
united  and  confolidated  to  the  re^dory,  lor' which  the 
prior  had  a patent  in  the  i yth  of  Richard  II.  Upon 
this  the  cure  was  probably  ferved  by  one  of  the  ca- 
nons here ; and  on  the  dilTolution  it  was  granted, 
witli  the  priory,  &c.  to  Edward  lOid,  Clinton,  Janu- 
ary g,  in  the  30th  of  Flenry  Vlll.  and  foon  after  to 
Richard  Williams,  alias  Cromwell,  who  in  the  next 
year  alienated  it  to  fir  William  Holies,  and  fo  paffed 
as  the  manor  of  Poynings,  and  is  an  imiiropriatiou 
belonging  to  the  late  earl  of  Leicefler,  and  from  him 
it  came,  after  the  deceafe  of  his  countefs  in  1775, 
to  his  nephew  W'^enman  Roberts  Coke,  efq. 

It  is  now  a donative  of  20I.  a year,  paid  by  the 
tenant  of  the  abbey  farm  to  the  officiating  clergy- 
man.  Thnpora  muta7itur. 

Flitcham  Priory.  . This  priory  was  fubordinatc 
to  the  priory  of  Walfinghanr.  It  was  founded  in 
the  reign  of  Hemy  III.  by  fir  Robert  Aguillon,  pro- 
bably anccllor  of  the  dukes  d’Aquillon  in  France. 
It  was  furrendered  to  Henry  VIII.  the  fame  day  with 
that  of  Walfingham,  Augaift  4,  1539:  in  which 

year,  or  foon  after,  fix  hundred  and  forty-live  mo- 
aralleries,  ninety  colleges,  and  two  thoufand  three 
hundred  and  feventy-four  chapels  were  lupprelied 
and  lurrcndcrcd  to  the  king. 

Some  tim(i  after  the  ffipprelTion  this  priory  came  to 
firlhomas  Holies,  who  was  taken  ujj  by  the  Iherilf  of 
Jsorfolk  in  execuii(jn  for  debt,  and  his  goods  fold. 
Afterwards  it  came  to  the  duke  of  Norfolk,  who 
was  attainted  and  beheaded.  It  then  reverted  to  the 
crown,  and  king  James  gave  the  abbey  lands  and 
tflate,  and  feite  of  the  priory,  to  'riiomas  PIo\Yard^ 

earj[ 


136  hundred  and  half 

carl  of  Suffolk,  who  w'as  tried  in  the  Star-diambcr, 
turned  out  of  his  office  as  treafurer,  and  fuffered 
great  afflidion  by  the  attainder  of  his  daughter,  the 
countefs  of  Somerfet.  The  lord  chief  juflice  Coke 
bought  the  abbey  and  the  abbey  lands  of  this  ear), 
and  foon  after  he  was  difgraced  and  forbid  the  court, 
and  was  unhappy  during  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
Theie  feems  to  have  been  a fatality  that  hung  over 
the  heads  of  all  thofe  who  were  too  bufy  in  churclx 
lands,  and  over  the  heads  of  their  fuccelTors ; and 
this  has  been  remarked  by  many  hiflorians.  In- 
liances  might  be  produced  at  this  day  in  many  fa- 
milies, which  confirm  the  truth  of  the  hiftorian’s 
obfcrs'ation. 

This  abbey,  now  a farm,  containing  about  ele- 
ven hundred  acres  of  land,  manv  of  the  old  walls 
Hill  remaining,  which  fiiew  the  priory  to  ha^'e  been 
large  and  extenfive,  defeended  to  the  late  earl  of  Lei- 
ceUer,  and  his  only  fon,  lord  Coke,  dying  without 
illue,  lord  Lcicefler  entailed  it,  with  the  abbev  of 
Cal  tic-acre,  and  many  other  church  revenues,  upon 
Wenman  Roberts  Coke,  efq.  who  Jived  to  enjoy 
llic  great  accjuifitions  of  lord  chief  juflice  Coke  Irom 
the  church  but  one  )'car,  acceding  to  them  in  1775, 
and  dying  in  1 7 76. 

This  abbey  of  Flitcham  was  dedicated  to  the  Vir- 
gin Mary,  and  v\  as  called  alio  St.  Mary  de  Fontibus, 
becaufe  it  flood  near  fome  Ibuntains  and  fprings, 
which  Ibmeiimes  flowed  plentifully,  and  at  odicr 
times  did  irot  appear.  From  thefe  fprings  a flream 
ariles,  that  gliding  through  the  meadows,  \vherc  the 
remains  of  this  once  venerable  abbey  flill  exifl  in 
the  unhallowed  form  of  barns  and  flables,  paffes  on 
to  Hillington,  and  running  wellward,  winds  along 
the"  park  of  lit  Martin  Folkes,  bait,  and  falls  into 
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the  channel  near  Rifing  caflle,  and  dicnce  empties 
itfclf  into  the  fea. 

The  eflate  at  Flitcham,  in  the  Holkliam  family, 
amounts  to  three  Thoufand  acres  of  land  and  up- 
^vards,  the  whole  property  of  the  town  (excepting  a 
fmail  part  belonging  to  lir  Martin  Folkes,  bart.)  hav- 
ing been  from  time  to  time  purchafed  into  that  fa- 
mily; 

In  this  pktifh  was  the  remarkable  hill  or  turhuliiS, 
where,  in  the  Saxon  age,  the  hundred  court  was 
held  in  the  time  of  William  Rufus,  in  order  to  de- 
cide a controverfy  about  lands  at  Fiolme,  who  ilTued 
out  a coramiffioia^Lo  H.  his  chamberlain,  to  call  to- 
gether thiee  hundreds  anrl  an  half  at  this  place, 
called  Flicceham  Bilrcll.  It  is  upon  an  hill  about 
a mile  above  the  town  of  Flitcham,  in  the  hundred 
of  Freebridge  citra  Lenne,  on  the  weft  fide  of  the 
v\ay,  leading  from  that  town  to  Shernbourne,  being 
a fquare  piece  of  ground  about  an  acre,  ditched 
about  with  an  old  large  ditch,  about  eight  miles 
from  Holme,  where  the  lands  lay  which  were  then 
claimed  by  the  abbot  of  Ramfey. 

town  takes  its  names  from  Guy, 
a BritiOi  word,  and  occurs  frequently  for  the  name 
of  rivers,  or  water. 


It  is  probable  that  foon  after  the  furvey,  William 
de  Scoh.cs  granted  it  to  the  abbey  of  St.  Stephen’s, 
VVeam.nller  w.th  the  church  of  Gayton.  wliich  was 

age  of  the  vicarage  was  in  the  priory. 

O'  the  manor  of  Gayton,  alias  Egerton,  with 
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the  appurtenances,  one  mefTuage,  and  a fold-courfe, 
in  Gayton  Thorpe,  Grimfton,  and  Eail  Winch,  in 
the  6th  of  queen  Elizabeth,  held  of  the  faid  queen, 
as  of  the  caflle  of  Dover;  alfo  the  manors  of  Wy- 
kenhale,  Brecham’s,  and  Perfon’s. 

It  appears  by  an  inquifition  taken  the  2 2d  of 
April,  in  the  ill  of  Edward  VI.  at  the  callle  of  Nor- 
wich, that  his  father  Jeffrey  died  May  18,  1544, 
poirelTed  of  the  fame  manors,  Gayton  and  Egerton, 
held  of  Dover  callle,  paying  ten  fliillings  rent  pec 
ann.  Wykenhale,  Brecham  and  Perfon’s  manors, 
held  of  the  manor  of  Grimflon,  paying  twelve  fliil- 
lings  per  ann.  and  that  Thomas  his  Ion  and  heir  was 
of  the  age  of  five  years,  by  Margaret  his  wife, 
daughter  o£  Thomas  Thorefby,  efq.'  and  that  Ralph 
Gayton  was  Jeffrey’s  great  grandfather;  this  Tho- 
mas is  faid  to  die  without  iffue ; and  William  Cobbe 
(his  brother)  had  livery  of  the  aforefaid  manors  about 
the  2 2d  of  the  faid  cpicen. 

From  the  time  of  queen  Elizabeth  the  proprietors 
are  very  uncertain,  but  it  feeras  as  if  it  remained  for 
many  years  in  the  family  of  the  Cobbes  of  San- 
dringham. 

O • 

Richard  Jackfon,  efq.  of  Weafenham,  one  of  his 
majelly’s  council  learned  in  the  law,  has  a confidcr- 
able  j3ro|3crty  in  Gayton  at  prelent. 

Castle-acre  Priory  Manor.  William  de  War- 
ren, foil  of  Roger,  confirmed  all  the  donations  of 
his  father,  grandfather,  and  of  Walter  liis  uncle,  to 
the  monks  of  Acra;  and  himfelf  gave  to  them  ele- 
ven fliillings  and  four-pence  rent  in  land  in  Gayton. 


There 
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There  was  an  agreement  between  the  abbot  and 
convent  of  St.  Stephen,  of  Caen  in  Normandy,  on 
one  part,  and  the  prior  and  eonvetit  of  Caflle-acre, 
on  tlie  other,  for  all  the  titheS  belonging  to  the  fee 
of  the  earl  Warren  ip  the  village  of  Gayton,  which 
belonged  to  Caflle-acre  priory  5 that  the  abbot  of  St. 
Stephen’s,  and  his  fuccelfors,  fliould  hold  ail  the 
faid  tithes,  paying  five  marks  of  good  flerling  per 
ann.  and  fealed  with  the  feals  of  bodi  convents. 

Wendling  Abbot’s  Manor.  The  abtot  of 
\Vendling  had  a lordfliip.  On  the  diffoludon  of 
the  religious  houfes  it  came  to  the  crown,  and  re- 
mained there  fome  time ; and  was  granted  by  c|ucen 
Elizabeth,  on  the  10th  of  Augufl,  in  her  13th  year, 
10  Thomas  Jennyns  and  Edward  Forth,  gent,  by  the 
name  of  Gayton  manor,  alias  Gayton  Abbots,  ivith 
concealed  lands  belonging  to  it  in  Tilney,  Illington, 
Clenchwarton,  Walpole,  and  Emiieth  ; and  king 
James  I.  on  January  g,  in  his  8th  year,  granted  it, 
for  the  fum  of  26I.  17s.  3d.  with  all  the  wood  and 
undciavood,  valued  at  3I.  1 6s.  gd.  late  the  pofTelTi-' 
ons  ot  Weudling  abbey,  to  fir  Edmund  Mundeford, 
and  hd,  on  the  20th  of  July,  in  the  16th  of  the 
faid  king,  conveyed  it  to  Sampfon  Hopes,  clerk. 

After  various  fucceflions,  it  came  to  the  family  of 
the  Longes  in  Suffolk,  who  poffeffed  it  in  1700; 
then  it  palfed  to  Robert  Jacomb,  efq«  formerly  mem- 
ber of  parliament  for  Thetford. 

There  are  two  other  manors, 

CoKESFORD  Priory,  and 
Westacre  Priory  Manor, 

Of  the  regular  defeent  of  which  very  little  is  known 
with  certainty. 

L a The 
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This  town  lies  eaft  of  Lynn,  in  the  road  to  Nor- 
wich, at  the  diftance  of  lix  miles : to  this  town  is  a 
turnpike  road  from  Lynn,  which  ends  at  the  feven 
mile  hone. 

The  church  is  a regular  pile,  has  a nave,  a north 
and  fouth  ifle  covered  with  lead,  and  a four-fquarc 
tower  with  three  bells ; the  chancel  is  covered  with 
tiles. 

It  is  a vicarage,  and  the  patronage  is  in  the  fee 
of  Norwich. 

I 

GAYTON  THORPE.  A moiety  of  the  advow- 
fon  of  this  church  was  appropriated  by  fir  Thomas 
de  Hading,  Reward  to  king  Henry  II.  to  the  abbey 
of  Weft  Dereham. 

At  the  diflblution  it  was  2'ranted  to  Thomas  Mild- 
may,  efq.  February  26,  no.  4,  Edward  VI.  and  after 
came  to  fir  Edwarcl  Barkham,  bai  t,  and  bv  the  mar- 
riage  of  the  heirefs,  to  the  Yallops. 

In  1761  it  was  conveyed  to  Philip  Cafe,  efq.  of 
Lynn,  by  Edward  Spelman,  efq.  of  High  Houfe, 
VVeftacre. 

Philip  Cafe,  efq.  the  prefent  mayror  of  Lynn,  fon 
the  third  time,  having  feived  that  office  twice  before 
with  great  reputation,  and  particularly  in  the  time 
of  the  Scotch  rebellion  againft  one  of  the  beft  of 
kings,  his  late  majefty,  George  II.  is  the  prefent 
lord  of  this  manor. 

It  Nwas  formerly  in*  the  family  of  the  Thorpes, 
which  pi'obably  gaye  name  to  the  town,  the  differ- 
ent lords  of  manors  fometimes  giving  tlieir  own 

name 
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name  to  a town,  and  fometiraes  taking  their  name 
Iroin  it. 


The  church  of  Gayton  Thorpe -is  dedicated  to  St. 
Mary,  and  is  a fingie  anti'cnt  pile,  covered  with 
lead,  has  a round  tower,  at  the  weft  end,  (with  two 
bells)  and  is  covered  with  a cap. 

On  a grave-ftone,  with  the  arms  of  Wall,  argent,' 
on  a crol's,  fable,  hve  lioncels,  rampant,  or,  impah 
iiig  Barkham. — In  fpe  bcata  reJurrcBiohis,  hie  jacet 
Lucia  rcHBa  Fra7icijci  Wall,  armigeri,  Jilia  Edvardi 
Bark  ham,  de  ‘ToUenham  Hiifk  Crofs,  in  comit.  Middle^ 
JeTaa,  militis,  et  haronetti,  qua  obt.  *0  die  Jiinij,  Jp. 
Dni.  1681. 


Alfo  on  one — Here  lidh  the  body  of  Judith  Swift, 
amighter  of  Dr.  Beckham,  who  departed  this  Ife 
of  January 1718,  aged  43  years. 

• \ 

, In  charijfimorim  parentum  memoyiam  Edvardus  Beck- 
ham, films  jnarens,  D.  0.~H.  S.  E!  Edw.'  Beckham, 
S.  T.  P.  ccclejiarum  de  Gayton  Thorp,  et  de  South  Pick-^ 
enham,  1 color,  qui  obt.  Apr.  die  1°  ao.  atatis  76,  DnV 
M.  D.  ccxiv.  Juxtn  pqfta  funt  exuvioe  Jana  conjugis 
dicli  Edwardi  dilcclijjirna , qua  obt.  die  pqfi  marilum 
quarto.  Ao.  atatis  lix. 


In  17  5 5 the  Rc-v.  George  William  Lemon,  a man 
ol  learning,  and  late  head  mailer  of  the  free  fchooi 
at  ISorwich,  was  prefented  to  this  church  by  the 
late  Edward  Spelman,  efcp  whom  he  aftifted  during 
many  years  m his  ftiidies.  The  late  Edward  Spel- 
ean, clcj  was  a .gentleman  well  known  in  the  litc- 
vvritings  ; he  built  High  Houfc  a'c 
r propert)^  of  Anthony  HammoiKl-, 

q.  where  he  rcfidcd  many  years:  he  w^as  an  exc?l- 

^ 3 hn 
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I 

lent  and  indefatigable  maglRrate,  and  was  thorough- 
ly verfed  in  die  laws  of  this  realm,  and  the  policy 
pf  it;  on  his  deceafe  the  feat  and  cflate  at  High 
Houfe,  came  by  purchafe  to  the  late  Richard  Ham- 
mond, efq.  and  from  him  by  his  will,  to  the  prefent 
Anthony  Hammond,  efq.  of  High  Houfe,  Weflacre. 

GxWWOOD  is  a village  adjoining  and  within  a 
' mile  of  the  borough  of  Lynn  Regis,  and  is  a kind 
of  fuburb  to  that  town. 

This  town  and  lordfliip  belonged  to  the  bifliops 
pf  the  Eaft  Angles,  in  the  time  of  the  Saxons,  and 
was  given  by  fome  of  their  kings.  In  the  reign  of 
king  Williain  I.  William  (Beaufoe)  bilhop  of  I’het-, 
ford,  held  it  in  right  of  that  fee ; and  Almar  bifliop 
pf  Elmham’,  held  it  in  king  Edward  the  ConfeRor's 
time,  by  the  fame  right : this  Almar  was  brother  to 
Stigend,  and  fucceeded  him  in  this  fee,  on  his 
tranflation  to  Winchefter,  in  1047. 

In  the  24th  year  of  Henty'  II.  the  bifhop  of  Nor-' 
wich  was  found  to  hold  this  lordflRp,  with  Lynn, 
ilicapite;  and  in  the  34tli  of  that  king,  he  would, 
not  fuffer  the  king’s  bailiff  or  coroner  to  enter  into 
jt,  having  a coroner  of  his  own ; and  in  the  follow- 
ing year,  had  a charter  of  free  w'arren  here,  &;c. 

William  de  Raleigh,  bifliop,  made  a park  here, 
and  a warren. 

' In  the  3d  of  Edward  I,  the  bifliop  of  Ndrwich' 
was  found  to  have  the  return  of  all  writs,  a gallows, 
affife  of  bread  and  beer,  and  other  royalties ; and 
in  the  gth  year  of  that  king,  he  was  prefented,  on 
account  of  his  water-mill  here  having  drowned  tlie 
high  W'ay,  to  the  damage  of  the  people  paffing  by. 

/ - Hcpiy 
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' Henry  Speijcer,  bifliop  of'Nonvich,  had  licence 
in  die  1 itli  of  king  Richard  II.  to  embattle  his-  pa- 
laces of  Gayvvood  and  North  Elmham. 

It  continued  in  the  fee  of  JNonvich  till  it  was 
granted  by  an  aft  of  parliament,  February  4,  in  die 
127th  year  of  Henry  VIII.  to  the  crown,  with  other 
of  the  bifliop’s  manors  and  barony,  by  way  ol  ex- 
change for  the  abbey  manors  and  lands  belonging 
to  St.  Bennet  of  Holme. 

William  Rugg,  the  lafl;  abbot  there,  being  nomi- 
nated biOipp  of  Norwich,  this  manor  being  thus  in 
die  crown,  it . was  conveyed  away  on  January  1,  in 
the  36di  of  king  Henry  VIII.  under  the  great  leal  of 
England,  having  the  king’s  mark  at  the  top,  and  un- 
derneath figned  by  the  duke  of  Norfolk,  lord  Ruf- 
fell,  lord  Rich,  Richard  Soutiiwell  and  Walter,  of- 
ficers of  the  court  of  Augmentation,  by  way  of  ex- 
change for  other  lands,  to  Thomas  duke  of  Norfolk, 
for  life,  without  impeachment  of  wafte ; remainder 
to  Henrv  earl  of  Surrv,  his  fon  and  heir,  and  the 
lady  hraiice?  his  wife,  and  their  heirs,  to  be  held 
by  the  twentieth  part  of  a fee,  and  the  rent  of  4b 
1 8s.  per  anil,  payable  at  St.  Michael,  into  the  court 
of  Augmentation. 

^ Henry  earl  of  Surry,  w^as  aftewards  attainted  in 
his  father’s  life  time,  but  on  his  death  in  the  reign 
of  c|ueen  Mary,  an  aft  palled  to  conlirm  it  to  fir 
Ihoinas  Howard,  knt.  fon  of  Henry,  late  earl  of 
Surry,  who  being  reflored  alfo  to  the  dukedom,  was 
beheaded  in  the  15th  year  of  queen  Elizabeth ; and 
It  being  again  in  the  crown,  that  queen  in  her  sotli 
year,  by  letters  patent,  dated  at  Hampton  Court, 
January  13,  granted  it,  with  the  advowfon  and  de- 
means, the  manors  of  Eaft  and  Weft  Rudham,  anc^ 
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the  fcite  of  the  priory  of  Coxford  in  Norfolk,  (parts 
alfo  of  the  late  duke’s  polfeffions)  to  Edward  carl  of 
Oxford,  who,  in  her  Q2d  year,  had  licence  to  con- 
vey this  manor  of  Gaywood,  with  the  advowfon< 
to  John  Pepys,  gem.  and  he  foon  after  fold  it  to 
Thomas  ThoreRy,  of  Havelcfs-hall  in  Mintling, 
efq.  in  which  family  it  continued  till  fold  by  Francis 
Thorefby,  cfcp  about  1697,  to  fit  Cyril  Wyche, 
hnt,  of  Hockwold-hall  in  Norfolk. 

Sir  Cyril  Wvche  was  fecretary  of  Rate  of  Ireland 
in  the  reign  of  king  William  HI, 

The  late  fir  C)'ril  Wyche  was  refident  from  the 
court  of  England  to  the  Hans  Towns  in  Germany 
and  knight  of  the  order  of  HolReiii, 

Sir  Cyril  had  a grant  in  the  loth  of  William  III. 
for  two  fairs  in  the  year  in  this  town,  on  the  1 1 th 
and  1 2th  of  June,  and  on  the  6th  and  7th  of  O6I0- 
bcr,  for  cattle,  and  all  merchaiidife. 

* 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Faith,  the  Virgin 
and  Martyr ; it  confifls  of  a Icpiare  Reeple  of  brick, 
.in  which  hang  three  bells  ; a nave,  ivith  north  and 
.Ibutli  crofs  illes,  covered  with  thatch. 

" -4 

It  was  antiently  valued  with  the  vicarage  belong- 
ing to  it,  at  fix  marks,  and  was  not  \ ifited  by  the 
archdeacon,  being  a peculiar  of  the  bifhop  of  Nor- 
wich, and  in  his  patronage  and  manor:  the  prc- 
fent  value  in  the  king’s  books  is  3I.  13s.  4d.  and 
the  patronage  has  always  gone  yrith  the  lordfhip, 

The  Rev.  Samuel  BeatniiTe  is  the  prefent  rcclor: 
lie  fucceded  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wright  of  EaR  Hailing, 
^vlio  fticceeded  the  Rev.  Dr,  Stedman,  redor  of 

Denver, 
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Dcm  cr,  archdeacon  of  Norfolk,  and  prebendary  of 
Canterbuiy.  ^ 

On  a gra^'■e-^lone'  widi  a brafs  plate,  in  the  chan-r 
cel. — Here  lyeth  Tho.  Hares,  a man  always  peaceable, 
and  rellgicns,  ever  dcfirous  of  doin^  good,  and  to  his 
power  did  it,  he  died  a good  old  man,  full  of  days  and 
of  faith.  Ins  foul  is  returned  to  God  that  gave  it,  and 
his  body  thus  rejlclh  in  hope. 

Qui  fiat  eternce  Chrijliis  mihi  caufa  falutis, 
Exiivijs  rurfus  vfliat  offa  meis. 

Ejufdem  reditu  mihi  vita,  falufq;  paratur, 

Intadlo  tumido  moliiter  ojfa  cubent. 

Vixit  annos  84,  obijt  Apr.  13,  1617.  Tho.  Hares, 
illius  fhus,  et  hujus  ecclefa  redlor,  defevit. 

% 

One  alfo  thus  inferibed. — Hie  jacet  Tho.  Thurlin, 
S.  T.  P.  S.  Joh.  coll.  Caniabrigice  prafes,  hujus  eccle-f 
flee  50  annos  rebior,  vir  pictate,  doblrina,  et  animi  can- 
dore  inclytus,  benficij  manor,  injuria  obliviofus,  obloge- 
nariiis  obt.  Aug.  11,  1714. 

GRIMSTON.  Breccles  Manor  : The  capital 
manor  in  this  town  was  held  by  Stigand,  archbifhop 
of  Canteibury,  (as  a temporal  fee)  in  the  reign  of 
the  ConfelTor;  but  the  Conqueror  deprived  him  of 
it,  and  gave  it  to  his  half  brother  Odo,  bifliop  of 
Ba^eux  in  Nonnandy,  and  created  by  him  earl  of 
Kent.  This  Oao  held  ir  at  the  furvey,  but  being 
in  arms  againft  king  William  fl.  and  taking  part 

Ta  a r Normandy,  the  Conqueror’s 

ddelt  Ion,  m his  claim  to  the  crown  of  England, 
agamfl  his  brother  king  William  II.  he  was  deprived 

1 • 1 England  ; and 

tliis  lordllup  was  granted  by  that  king  to  William  dc 

Albini,  ancellur  to  the  earls  of  Sullex  and  Arundel. 

This 
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This  lordfliip  was  held  foon  after  the  conqueft  by 
a family  who  took  their  name  mi  being  enfeoffed^ 
herein:  Godfrey  de  GrimRon  (probably  lord)  was  a 
witnefs  to  a deed,  fans  date,  of  Richard  Aguilion, 
and  Ela  his  wife,  to  the  monks  of  Callle-acre. 

In  the  34th  of  Hcmy  III,  a fine  was  levied  be- • 
tween  Peter  de  Kailly  and  Mary  his  wife,  Ralph, 
foil  of  Simon  le  Counte,  and  Joan  his  wife,  of  the 
moiety  of  two  hundred  and  thirty- two  acres  of  land 
in  this  town,  Rudham,  Tittlefliall,  &c.  claimed  by 
Peter  and  Mary,  of  the  inheritance  of  Roger  de 
Grimllon,  father  of  the  faid  Mary  and  Joan,  by 
Alice  his  wife,  decealed,  whole  heirs  they  were,  which 
\\  as  then  divided  between  them. 

In  the  27th  of  Henry  HI.  Thomas  de  Grimllon 
held  two  fees  <of  ,the  honor  of  Rifing,  which  were 
affigned  to  Ifabel,  widow  of  Hugh  earl  of  Arun- 
del, for  her  life;  this  Thomas  was  married,  but 
died  without  ilfuc ; and  on  the  death  of  Agnes  his 
widow,  Alice  or  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Godlrey  de 
Griinflon,  his  brother,  was  his  heir : (he  married 

John  de  Breccles,  wlio  in  her  right  was  lord,  in  the 
16th  of  Edward  I,  and  Iroin  him  the  manor  took  its 
name. 

In  the  17th  of  Edward  I.  it  was  adjudged  that 
Robert  de  T'atefhale  (who  married  one  of  the  fillers 
and  heirs  to  Hugh,  earl  of  Albany)  Ihould  have  the 
men  and  refidcnis  of  this  town,  come  to  his  hun- 
dred court  of  Freebridge;  but  John  de  Breccles,  and 
Alice  his  wife,  pleaded  that  they  ought  to  come  to 
Ills  court  lete.  He  was  fuccecdcd  by  Benedidl  de 
Breccles  his  fon  and  heir. 
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Though  this  title  abovcmentioned  to  this  lordfhip 
is  Tivairantcd  by  authentic  records,  yet  Benedi^i:  de 
Breccles  derh'ed  his  right  and  pedigree  very  different 
from  this,  as  appears  from  an  old  parchment,  wrote 
in  his  own  time  in  Latin,  and  fans  date,  called  a 
Memorandum  of  the  names  of  the  anceflors  of  John 
Bcncdift  de  Breccles,  viz. 

• Thomas  fon  of  Godfrey,  fon  of  Aldric  a French 
man,  to  whom  William  earl  of  Suffex  gave  Grim- 
ffon,  Brunhain,  (Burnham)  Breccles,  8cc.  after  whofe 
death,  (Thomas’s)  Peter  fucceeded,  his  fon  and  heir, 
and  a knight ; after  fir  Peter,  Thomas  his  fon  and 
heir,  a knight ; then  fir  Peter,  his  fon  and  heir,  after 
him  ; fir  Ihomas  his  fon  and  heir;  Thomas  his  fon 
and  heir  fucceeded,  who  died  without  ilTiie ; and 
Chriflian  was  his  fifler  and  heir,  who  dying  with- 
out iffue,  Peter  her  uncle  was  her  heir ; which  Peter 
was  brother  to  fir  Thomas,  father  of  Thomas  and 
Chriflian  ; which  Peter  dying  without  ilftie,  Bartho-. 
lomcw  his  brother  was  his  heir;  he  had  Alice,  his 
daughter  and  heir;  and  from  the  laid  Alice,  the 
right  defeends  to  Benedifl  her  fOn  and  heir,  novy 
li\ing. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  great  confufion  often 
ariles  in  pedigrees,  8cc.  from  one  and  the  fame  fa- 
mily’s, and  often  one  and  the  fame  perfbn’s  taking 
different  names  from  the  dilferent  towns  that  ihcv 
(or  he)  were  lords  of.  An  inllance  of  this  we  have 
in  this  family,  who  were  called  fometimes  De  Giim- 
flon,  and  fometimes  de  Breccles,  of  both  which 
towns  they  were  lords ; and  this  fir  Bcnedifl  dy  ing 
find  of  both  thefe  towns,  in  the  reign  of  king  Edw, 
II.  was  fucceeded  therein  by  John  de  Breccles,  his 
(bn  and  heir,  who  jn  the  gih  of  that  king  appears 

to 
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to  be  lord;  and  in  the  14th  of  Edwacd  III.  John 
N de  Breccles  was  a witnefs  to  a deed. 

In  the  time  of  fir  Benedict:  abovementioned,  \vc 
have  this  account  of  his  lordfhip  from  an  old  parch- 
ment roll; — -Benedift  de  Breccles  holds  in  capite  of 
the  earl  of  Arundel,  the  manor  of  Grimhon,  with 
the  advo^v^on  of  the  church,  and  the  manor  of 
Brunham,  with  the  advowfon  of  a moietv  of  the 
church  of  St.  Mary,  of  Burnham  Wcflgate,  and 
the  manor  of  Little  Breccles,  by  the  fervice  of  two 
knights  fees,  by  the  deed  of  William  earl  of  Arun- 
del; and  he  hath  the  manor  of  Grimfton,  by  the 
church,  with  feveral  pieces  of  land  thereto  belong- 
ing, together  with  a moor,  called  Derby  Moor,  a 
heath  and  two  water-mills  ; and  there  belong  to  the 
•faid  manor  waif  and  flrays,  found  within  the  pre-  . 
cinfts  of  Grimhon ; a bull,  and  a lete  of  all  his  te- 
nants, to  be  held  in  the  faid  manor,  by  the  king’s 
iDailiff,  without  any  profit  to  be  carried  oiT ; and 
the  bailiff  of  the  faid  Benedift  fhall  bring  all  amer- 
ciaments of  tire  faid  lete,  By  the  oath  of  lawful  men, 
&G.  and  if  the  bailiff  fhall  be  unwilling  to  keep  the 
faid  lete,  as  it  happened  in  the  time  of  John  Brec- 
cles,  the  faid  lord  of  the  manor  to  have  a brief  of 
the  chancellor,  to  the  laid  bailiffs,  to  hold  the  faid 
lete,  as  thev  ought;  and  there  belongs  to  the  faid 
manor  a profit  called  Loyebene,  to  wit,  that  all  re-  _ 
fidents  in  Grimflon,  har'ing  horfes  with  a cart,  flrall  ^ 
work  for  the  lord,  for  the  redeeming  of  the  common  ^ 
of  Grimflon,  one  da)'’s  journey  of  barley  feed  time, 
and  he  fliall  have  for  his  breakfaft  one  penny  half- 
penny; and  all  keeping  cows  on  the  common,  fhall 
do  a day’s  work  in  haiv'eft,  and  at  three  o’clock 
they  fhall  have  flcffi  to  eat,  and  ale  to  drink,  and 
three  loaves  every  evening  ; and  if  they  refufe,  then 
it  fliall  be  lawful  to  diflrain  on  the  faid  common, 

' &;c, 
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kc.  But  fir  Robert  de  Montalto,  the  prior  of  Weft- 
acre,  the  lady-  De,  Tlioiiy,  the  priorefs  of  Black- 
borough,  the  reftor  of  Grimfton,  Nicholas  Coftyn, 
Nicholas  Norman,  Agneys  Waceiieys,  Richard  Be- 
ncvt,  the  tenants  of  the  melfuage  of  John  Spylm, 
Hubert  de  Bumftead,  Robert  de  Beiton,  Walter 
Oldman,  John  Shot,  fir  Ralph  le  Bother,  Roger 
Shot,  fliali  not  do  the  days  work  in  barley  feed 
time,  nor  the  day’s  in  harveft,  becaufe  their  tenants 
^vork  for  them ; and  likewife  that  no  man  fell  the 
common  of  Grimfton  to  ftrangers,  without  leave  of 
the  faid  Benedift,  and  his  heirs ; and  if  any  ftranger 
in  Congham,  or  in  any  village,  is  willing  to  ha\'e 
common  in  Grimfton,  he  fliail  do  the  work  as  the. 
others  do. 

In  1402  Benedift  de  Ereccles,  fon  of  John  de 
Brecdes,  was  lord ; foon  after,  it  fcems  to  have  been 
out  of  this  family,  in  the  23th  of  Flenry  Vh 

John  Pafton,  fon  and  heir  of  William  Pafton, 
releafed  to  Thomas  Daniel,  efq.  all  his  right  in  tire 
manor  of  Grimfton,  (which  we  fuppofe  to  be  this, 
of  Brecdes)  with  lands,  &c.  in  Roydon,  Well-half ; 
and  in  the  28th  of  the  faid  king  a fine  was  levied 
between  Thomas  Daniel,  efq.  and  Henry  Wode- 
houfe,  efq.  of  the  manor  of  Grimfton,  with  that  of 
Well-hall,  in  Gayton,  kc.  twenty  mefluages,  five 
hundred  acres  of  land,  one  hundred  of  meadow, 
five  hundred  of  pafture,  twenty  of  wood,  two  hau'- 
dred  of  moor,  and  j of.  per  anu.  rent  conveyed  to 
Daniel. 

In  the  10th  of  Ldw.  IV.  Auguft  4«  John  Wode- 
houle,  dq.  fenior,  and  Arnold  Snoring,  confirmed 
to  Edward  Wodehoufe  and  James  Tyrell,  knights, 
William  lindalc,  and  Richard  Southwell,  efq.  all 
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their  manors  of  Grimflon  and  Royclon,  with  a full-^  . 
irig-mill  in  Rifing,  and  all  other  their  lands,  tenc-  ; 
ments,  rents,  and  fervices  in  the  laid  towns,  with  '! 
all  other  profits  which  they  had  of  the  grant  oT  the  ! 
aforefaid  EdvV'ard  Wodehoufc:  and  fir  Thomas  ; 
Brews,  knt.  William  Tindale,  and  Richard  Hoi-  i 
ditch,  efq.  releafe  to  John  De  la  Pole,  duke  of  Suf-  5 
folk,  and  Edward  Wodchoufe,  knt.  in  the  15th  of 
the  faid  reign,  the  manor  of  Grimiton,  called  Brcc- 
cles,  with  the  ad\owlbn  of  the  church  of  Grimfton, 
by  deed  dated  April  10. 

After  this  it  'was  poffelfed  by  the  lord  Rochford^ 
brother  to  Anna  Bolein,  queen  Of  England,  who 
being  attainted  in  the  year  1536,  it  came  to  the 
crown,  and  king  Edward  VI.  granted  it  to  fir  Willi- 
hm  Brooke,  knt.  Ion  anrl  heir  to  the  lord  Cobham, 
on  the  26th  of  June,  in  his  7th  year.  Sir  William 
conveyed  it  for  250I.  in  the  ifl  of  queen  Mary,  to 
William  Yeh  ertori,  efq.  in  the  3d  of  Elizabeth  he  . 
was  lord,  and  it  appears  to  be  part  of  the  jointure  y- 
of  Jane  liis  wife ; .which  William  died  feifed  of  it  5 
Augufl  28,  in  the  28th  of  Elizabeth. 

Edward  Yelverton,  gent,  his  fecond  fon,  to  whorti  | 
he  bequeathed  it,  kept  his  court  for  the  manor  on  | 
Monday  May  22,  in  the  29th  of  that  queen;  and  | 
in  the  3 1 ft  year  of  the  faid  reign,  Robert  Hill,  bai- 
liftj  accounted  for  7I.  3s.  ob.  rent  of  afllfe  of  the* 
free  tenants  of  the  manors  of  Brecclcs,  Blackbo-  fl 
rough,  and  Weftacre  in  this  town.  1 

In  1321  Edward  Yelverton  and  Nazareth  his  wife,  | 
let  this  manor  to  farm.  He  \A’as  a doftor  of  phyfic  | 
and  a popifli  reemfant,  and  lived  at  diis  time  at  A 
Rougham,  and  lome  times  at  Appleton,  See.  and  on  1 
his  obtaining  a ])ardon  for  his  lorfciture  on  account  « 

of| 
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of  his  recufancy,  granted  twenty  marks  |)er  ann. 
out  of  liis  manor  of  Breccles,  for  fo  long  a time  as 
he  fliould  not  conforrrt  to  the  Jaws  ; and  on  the  12th 
of  April,  1615,  he  fold  to  William  Bladwell,  efq. 
this  manor,  with  the  lete,  and  thofe  of  Morleys, 
Dotvn ham-hall,  Cofteyns,  Weftacre,  Blackborough, 
See.  in  this  town,  containing  twenty-fix  raelTuages, 
ten  tofts,  26  gardens,  eight  hundred  actes  of  land. 
One  hundred  of  meadow,  tliree  hundred  of  paflure, 
twenty  of  wood,  three  thoufand  of  heath  and  furze, 
with  5I.  rent  per  ann.  and  liberty  of  two  folds. 
This  Bladwell  was  of  the  family  of  Bladwell  of 
Thurlow  Magna  in  Suffolk,  and  bore  per  pale  ar- 
gent and  gules,  a lion  rampant,  fable. 

Bladwell  was  lord,  and  fold  it  to  — ' — Brown, 
whole  widow  held  it  in  1693, 

- After 'this  William  Bagge,  efq.  was  lord,  and  fold 
it  to  fir  Robert  Walpole,  earl  of  Orford-,  and  his 
grandfon  now  polfelles  it. 

CoxFORD  Priory  Manor.  In  the  reign  of  EdvY.^ 
II.  the  prior  ol  Coxford  had  lands  in  Grimfton. 

t 

On  the  dilfolution  of  religious  houfes  it  was 
granted  to  fir  Thomas  Wodehoufe,  of  W'^axham  irl 
Norfolk;  afterwards  it  came  to  William  Bladwell, 
of  Ihuriow  Magna  in  Suffolk,  and  it  appears  tO 
be  held  in  that  family  to  the  17th  of  James  I, 

CoROF.L  s and  Dunham  s Manors.  Thomas, 
fon  of  Walter  Cordcl,  purchafed  lands,  by  fine,  in 
the  5th  year  of  king  John;  and  John  Hodc,  or 
Ode,  of  Lynn,  and  Robert  Cordel,  or  Cordwcll, 
held  in  this  town  and  Congham,  the  tenth  part  of  a 
fee  of  John  de  Vaux,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  HI. 
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In  the  i6th  of  Edward  I.  this  tenth  part  was  aflign-* 
ed  to  Petronilla,  wife  to  William  de  Narford,  as 
cldeft  daughter  of  John  de  Vaux,  being  in  the  te- 
hure  of  Jeffrey  Cordel;  and  in  the  faid  year  John 
Dunham  was  found  to  hold  part  of  a fee  of  Willi-  ; | 
am  de  Roos  and.  Maud  his  wife,  the  other  daughter  J I 
bf  John  de  Vaux. 

In  the  yth  of  Edward  II.  a fine  was  levied  be-  ' 
tween  Simon,  fon  of  Robert  Cordel  of  Grimfton^ 
and  Robert  the  father,  of  lands  fettled  on  Simon: 
and  in  the  '20th  of  Edward  III.  John  Ode,  and  the 
heirs  of  Robert  Cordel,  and  their  tenants,  held  here 
and  in  Congham,  as  appears  by  an  inquifition,  half 

a fee  of  the  heirs  of  John  de  Vaux. 

& 

From  the  above  proprietors  the  manors  took  their 
names. 

I 

it  afterwards  came  to  the  Wodehoufes,  and  Ro- 
ger Wodehoufe,  efq.  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  kept  .V 
their  firft  court  of  Downham-hall,  on  the  feafl  of  ^ 
St.  Prifca  the  Virgin,  January  18,  in  the  2d  of  ^ 
Henry  VIII.  and  it  came  from  Wodehoufe,  in  did  v 
17th  of  Elizabeth,  to  John  Holditch,  efq.  of  Ran-  ; 
worth  i T 

.r 

On  December  20,  in  the  19th  of  Elizabeth,  Wil-  1 
liam  Yelverton,  efq.  purchafed  the  manor  of  Down-  a 
ham  of  John  Holditch,  efq.  of  Ranworth;  and  S 
Edward  Yelvei  ton,  his  fecond  fon,  executor  to  his  M 
father,  kept  his  court  on  Monday  May  22,  in  the  ^ 
39th  of  Elizabeth. 

Costeyn’s  Manor.  Nicholas  Cofleyn  occurs 
lord  in  the  gth  of  Edward  11.  and  William  Cofleyn, 
in  the  firft  year  of  Richard  11.  held  it  of  the  honor  y 
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of  Arundel;  and  in  the  igth  of  FIcnry  yilT.  Tho" 
tnas  duke  of  Norfolk,  Thomas  marquis  of  Dorfet> 

Fitz  Walter,  fir  Roger  Townfliend,  John  Crel- 

fener,  and  John  Whitby,  feoffees  of  this  lordfliip, 
for  the  ulc  of  Roger  Wodehoufe,  efq.  fon  and  heir 
of  fir  Thomas,  iheld  a court  on  Monday  next  after 
the  Paffion  of  our  Lord.  Roger  Wodehoufe,  efq. 
corn-eyed  it  by  fine'  to  John  Holditch,  efq.  an  the 
17th  of  Elizabeth.  After  this  it  came  to  William 
Yelverton,  efq.  in  the  igth  of  Elizabeth,  and  fo  to 
his  Ion  Edward,  and  to  VVilliam  Bladvvell. 

Bozun’s,  Grimston’s,  alias  Congham’s,  alias 
Gavton,  alias  Wyveling’s,  alias  Reed-Hall. 
Robert  Bozoun,  of  ThornaG:e  in  Norfolk,  bv  an  in- 
denture  made  March  24,  in  the  33d  of  Elizabeth, 
for  70I.  covenants  to  levy  a line  of  the  manor  of 
Grimflon,  alias  Congham,  alias  Gayton,  alias  Wyve- 
lingharn,  alias  Reed-hall,  with  4I.  14s.  7c!.  rent, 
late  Roger  Bozoun’s,  fon  of  the  faid  Robert,  to  An- 
thony lydingfeld,  gent,  to  the  itle  of  Anthony,  and 
Roger  Bozoun,  for, their  lives;  and  then  to  the  i;fe 
of  Edward  Yelverton.  and  Margaret  his  wife,  and  his 
heirs.  'I  he  rents  of  the  free  tenants  of  Bozoun’s 
manor,  about  this  time,  were  2L  ys.  4d.  and  the 
copy-holders  i 6d.  per  aim.  From  Yelverton  it  was 
conveyed  to  William  Biadwell,  efq.  as  in  Brcccles 
manor. 

Mori.f.y’s  Manor,  Sec.  In  the  17th  of  Edward 
III.  fir  Robert  Morley  was  lord,  and  Joan  his  wife 
joined  in  fettling  of  it  in  tail,  and  he  is  faid,  in  the 
20th  of  that  king,  to  hold  it  by  the  fourth  part  of  a 
fee  of  the  heirs  of  Huntingleld,  which  John  de  St. 
Clccr  and  his  tenants  formerly  held.  In  the  34tB 
of  the  faid  reign,  fir  Robert  Morley  vvas  found  to 
die  beyond  fea,  feilednf  this  lordlhip,  and  fir  Wil- 

M liarn 
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Earn  Morley  was  liis  fon,  aged  30,  by  Hawifia  Ins 
firft  wife,  daughter  and  heir  of  fir  William  Mare- 
fliall,  knt.  and  Henry  Morley,  aged  15,  and  Ro- 
bert, were  his  fons  by  his  fecond  wife. 

After  this  it  was  in  the  Wodehoufcs.  Roger 
Wodehoufe,  of  Kimberley,  efq.  fettled  it  on  the  2d 
of  May,  in  the  36th  of  Henry  VIII.  on  his  fon 
Thomas  and  Margaret  his  wife,  daughter  of  fir  John 
Shelton ; and  Roger  Wodehoufe,  efq.  fon  of  Tho- 
mas and  Margaret,  held  his  firft  court  on  the  17th 
of  March,  in  the  15th  of  Elizabeth  : in  the  17th 
year  of  that  queen  he  conveyed  it,  with  the  manors 
\ of  Downham-Hall  and  Cofteyn’s,  to  John  Holditch, 
efq.  of  Rtmworth,  who,  with  Elizabeth  his  ^vife,  fold 
the  faid  manors  for  540I.  on  December  20,  in  the 
igth  of  Elizabeth,  to  William  Yelverton,  efq.  and 
from  him  they  came  to  his  fon,  Edward  Yelverton  ; 
and  from  him  to  William  Bladwell,  efq.  as  in  Brec- 
4:les  manor,  8cc. 

Castle-acre  Priory  Manor.  The  prior  of 
Caftle-acre  held  lands  here. 

In  the  33d  of  Elizabeth  it  was  fettled  by  Robert 
Eozoun,  of  Thornage,  efq.  together  with  the  ma- 
nors of  Bpzoun,  Wyvelingham,  Reed-hall,  See.  as 
in  Bozoun’s  manor,  from  which  family  it  came  to 
Edward  Yelverton,  and  lo  to  William  jSladwell,  elq, 

Blackborough  Priory  Manor.  The  prioref? 
of  Blackborough  has  a fmall  lordfhip  here. 

William  Bladwell  purchafed  it  of  the  Yelvertons, 
after  many  proprietors  at  prefent  unknown  in  the 
different  reigns  from  the  dilTolution,  on  April  12, 
1615,  in  the  reign  of  James  I. 
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Westacre  Priory  Manor.  In  the  16th  year  of 
Henn'  HI.  a fine  was  levied  between  Bartholomew, 
fon  of  Simon,  and  Robert  prior  of  Weftacre,  when 
Bartholomew  conveyed  two  meffuages  and  forty- 
four  acres  of  land,  in  Grimdon,  to  the  piior. 

After  its  dilfolution  it  was  granted,  on  the  27  th 
of  June,  in  the  2d  and  ^d  of  Philip  and  Mary,  to 
fir  Henry  Bedingfield.  Sir  Henry  fold  it  to  Robert 
Coke  of  Milehara,  and  Coke  conveyed  it,  in  the 
reign  of  Elizabeth,  to  William  Yelverton,  of  Rough- 
am,  efq.  and  his  fon  Edward  fold  it  to  William 
Bladwell,  April  12,  1615. 

0 

In  the  gth  of  Richard  I.  a fine  was  levied  be- 
t\veen  Peter,  fon  of  Richard,  and  Alan,  fon  of  Rei-' 
ner,  or  Reinham,  of  the  moiety  of  a capital  mef- 
fuage,  and  a carucate  of  land,  ^c.  here,  and  in  the 
fields  of  Congliam,  not  of  the  bell  nor  worfl  land, 
conveyed  to  Peter,  to  be  held  by  the  fervice  of  a 
pair  of  gilt  fpurs,  of  the  value  of  three-pence. 

In  the  i6th  of  Edward  I.  Thomas  <fe  Weyland 
purchafed  by  fine,  of  Nicholas,  fon  of  William, 
fon  of  Reiner,  meffuages  and  lands  in  Grimfton, 
Congham,  and  Gayton;  this  was  the  judge,  fir 
Thomas  de  Weyland,  who  was  banlfhed,  and  his 
cflate  confifcated,  as  we  have  obfcived  in  MafTing- 
ham,  and  was  found  to  hold  one  hundred  fliillings 
rent  per  ann.  in  this  town,  Congham  and  Gayton, 
of  Nicholas,  fon  of  Reiner,  by  the  feivice  of  two 
fliillings  per  ann. 

Berner,  captain  of  the  crofs-bow-mcn,  had  the 
grant  of  a lordfliip,  of  which  Ulueruna,  a free  wo- 
man, was  deprived. 
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This  lordfhip  came  from  Rerner  to  the  Picots, 
and  on  the  death  of  Euftace  Picot,  was  inherited  by 
his  daughter  I.auretta,  who  married  Hugh  de  Bur- ‘ 
delys,  who  died  about  the  30th  of  Henry  II.  I'he 
family  of  de  Burdelys  were  alfo  lords  of  Seoul  ton, 
Congham  and' Hillington,  in  Norfolk ; of  Mading- 
ley  and  Comberton,  in  Cambridgefliire ; and  bore 
ermin,  on  a chief,  gules,  a lion  palfant,  or,  as  ap- 
pears from  a roll  of  king  Edward  I.  knights  in 
Cambridgefliire. 

John,  the  lafl  heir  male  of  this  family,  died  a 
minor,  in  1396. 

The  church  of  Grimflon  is  dedicated  to  St.  Bo- 
tolph,  and  is  a reftory.  Near  two  hundred  acres 
of  glebe  are  faid  to  belong  to  this  reftoiy,  with  a 
manor,  lete,  and  a fheep  walk. 

The  church  is  a regular  pile,  with  a nave,  two 
ifles,  and  a chancel  covered  with  lead ; a large  four- 
fquare  tower,  and  five  bells. 

The  patronage  of  this  church  is  in  the  mailer 
and  fellows  of  Queen’s  college.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Cowper,  prefident  of  that  college,  was  the  late  rec-. 
tor:  he  fucceeded  the  Rev.  Morley  Unwin,  who 
was  likewife  prefident  of  Queen’s,  and  was  killed 
by  a fall  from  his.horfe  as  he  was  riding  out  to  take 
the  air,  in  the  flrect  of  Godmancheller  near  Hunt- 
ingdon, w'here  he  was  leeflurer,  and  kept  a Ichool 
with  much  reputation. 

In  1703  here  was  a fchool,  endowed  with  a houfc 
and  20I.  per  ann.  by  the  gift  of  William  Rrage,  efep 
of  Elatlield  Peverell  in  Elfcx,  lord  of  Grimflon. 


This 


*57 


OF  F R EE  B R I D G E. 

This  town  is  wrote  in  Doomfday-book,  Grimef- 
tuna,  Grunefluna,  and  Emeftuna,  and  takes  its 
name  from  a rivulet  that  arifes  by  the  church. 

The  rivulet  aforcfaid  .arifes  on  die  north  fide  of 
the  church-vard,  from  M'hich  it  is'  parted  by  a little 
road,  in  a bottom,  where  it  makes  a little  |30ol,  and 
runs  hence  to  Lvnn. 


Grimflon  is  to  the  eah  of  Lynn  about  feven 
'miles. 

HARPLEY,  is  fituated  on  a plealing  eminence, 
within  a mile  of  Houghton-hall,  the  magnificent 
feat  of  the  earl  of  Orford.  The  church  affords  a 
beautiful  profpefl,  or  landfcape  at  a diftance,  being 
built  on  a hanging  hill,  and  feen  at  fome  diftance.  ' 

This  town  was  one  of  thofe  granted  bv  the  Con- 
queror to  William  de  Warren, 

Calthorpe’s  Manor.  In  the  17th  of  Edward 
II.  lir  Walter  de  Calthorpe  was  lord,  and  held  here, 
in  Fulmondeftop,  Hackford  and  Burnham,  five  fees 
and  an  half  of  the  earl  of  Pembroke,  of  the  caflle 
of  Acre  ; but  in  the  3d  of  Edward  III.  fir  Williarn 
de  Calthorpe,  knt.  of  Burnham  Thorpe,  fettled  it 
on  himfclf  for  life,  and  Walter  fiis  fun,  and  Alice 
his  wife,  in  tail ; remainder  on  his  younger  Ions, 
John,  Oliver,  William,  8cc. 

\ 

In  1360  fir  Olivri  de  Calthorpe  was  lord;  and  in 
th.e  14LI1  of  Flenry  VII.  Clement  Anger  had  it  in 
farm,  of  fiv  Philip  Calthorpe:  in  this  family' it  con-r 
tmued.  111]  Elizabeth,  fifter  and  heir  of  Philip  Cal- 
thorpe, efq.  and  only  daughter  of  fir  Philip,  brought 
It  bv  marriae-e  lir  r-  1 i- 
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of  it  in  the  3d  of  Edward  VI.  Sir  Calthorpe  Par- 
ker died  pofl'elfed  of  it  in  the  13th  of  James  I.  and 
fir  Philip  his  fon  fuccecded  him. 

From  the  Calthorpes,  after  many  defeents,  it 
came  to  the  earl  of  Orford. 

Gourney’s  Manor.  This  manor  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  II.  came  into  the  family  of  the  Gourneys. 

Sir  John  de  Gourney  was  lord  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  II. 

John  Goumey,  efq.  of  Harpley,  relcafed  in  the 
2d  of  Henry  IV.  to  Hugh  Bavent,  all  his  right  in  a 
melTuage,  and  forty-four  acres  of  land  in  this  town- 
fliip,  formerly  Alice  Bevant’s,  wife  of  Richard  Be- 
r ant,  and  died  in  the  gth  of  the  faid  king. 

The  Gourneys  remained  in  polTeffion  till  the  reign 
of  Flenrv  Vll. 

The  Curfons  enjoyed  it  in  the  reign  of  queen 
Elizabeth;  from  the  Curfons  it  came  to  the  Yelver- 
tons,  and  fir  William  Yelverton,  hart,  fold  it  about 
1642,  to  John  Walpole,  elq.  of  Bromeflhorpe,  wha 
married  Abigail,  daughter  and  heir  of  Froximer 
Corbet,  of  Bromeflhorpe. 

I'his  John  was  brother  of  Robert  Walpole,  efq. 
of  Hotighton  in  Norfolk,  and  father  of  fir  Edward 
Walpofe,  knight  of  the  bath,  who  inherited  it  as 
heir  to  his  uncle  John;  and  in  tliis  family  it  re- 
mains, the  earl  of  Orlbrd  being  the  prefent  lord. 

Ui'HALL  Manor.  In  the  3d  of  Edward  I.  Laur- 
ence de  Manors  was  lord,  and  had  a Ictc  belonging 

to 
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to  him,  for  which  he  paid  cightteen-pence  to  the  lord 
of  the  hundred : he  was  fucceedcd  by  his  fon  William  v 
de  Manors,  who  with  Margaret  his  wife,  vvas  living 
in  the  35rJi,of  that  king. 

After  this,  by  a deed  dated  November  26,  in  the 
iSlh  of  Edward  II.  at  Harpley,  Walter  fon  of  Ro- 
bert de  Mcleford,  grants  to  his  lord,  fir  John  de 
Gourncy,  reftor  of  the  church  of  Harpley,  his  mef- 
fuage  called  Uphall,  with  all  the  homages,  and  fer- 
vices  of  his  free  tenants,  view  of  frank-pledge,  free 
bull  and  boar,  all  perquifites  of  court,  and  all  other 
liberties  late  Ralph’s,  fon  of  Walter  de  Manors, 
with  wards,  reliefs,  efcjieats,  8cc.  with  all  the  lands 
that  Mariona,  late  wifo  of  the  faid  Walter,  holds  for 
life,  being  of  his  right  and  inheritance  ; and  all  the 
tenements  which  fir  Hepry  de  Walpole,  knt.  God- 
frey fon  of  Acelina  de  Flarplee,  and  Thomas  Elwyn, 
of  Houghton,  hold  of  the  faid  Mariona,  during  her 
life,  and  which,  after  her  deceafe,  ought  to  defeend 
to  the  faid  Walter  and  his  heirs,  the  faid  John  de  ^ 
fiourney  paying  one  clove  per  ann. — Witneffes,  fir 
Henry  de  Walpole,  Thomas  de  Feltham,  Edmund 
I.aurence,  Oliver  de  Maflmgham,  Ralph  de  Wal- 
fingh  am,  William  de  tjarplee. 

And  the  faid  manor,  tenements.  See,  were  by  deed 
of  the  faid  John  de  Gourney,  dated  on  Monday  the 
feafl  of  .St.  T.  homas  the  Apoflle,  in  the  6th  year  of 
king  Edward  III.  granted  to  his  nephew,  John  de 
Gourney,  and  Jane  his  wife,  and  their  heirs. 

Here  is  an  annual  fair  kept  on  the  2*jth  of  July, 
gj anted  in  the  35^^  tif  Edward  1.  to  John  de  Gour- 
ney, lord,  patron  and  reftor  of  the  town;  and  it 
belongs  to  the  redor  for  the  time  being. 

M 4 The 
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The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Laurence  the  Mar- 
tyr, and  is  a redory. 

• I 

A 

The  church  has  a nave,  a north  and  fouth  ifle, 
and  a chancel ; and  was  built  by  fir  Robert  Knowls, 
a famous  general  in  the  reigns  of  Edward  III.  and 
Richard  II.  in  the  wars  in  France;  who  was  kniglit 
ol  the  garter,  and  bore  gules,  on  a chevron,  argent, 
three  rofes  of  the  firfl,  which  arms  are  painted  on 
fereens  on  the  left  hand  as  )-ou  enter  the  chancel ; 
and  on  the  right  hand  argent,  a fefs  dauncy,  be- 
tween three  leopards  faces,  lable,  the  arms  'of  fir 
Robert’s  wife,  probably  a Beverley. 

I I 

In  the  windows  of  the  church  were  the  arms  of 
Gournoy,  argent,  a crols,  ingrailed,  gules of  Baf- 

fingbourne,  gyron)/ of  eight,  or,  and  azure; of 

Noiers,  vairy,  argent  and  gules  ; of  Calthorpe, 

thecque,  or,  and  azure,  a fels,  ermine. 

' On  the  pavement  of  the  chancel  lies  an  old  mar- 
ble grave-ftone,  Avhereoii  was  the  portraiture  or  elH- 
•gies  of  a prieft,  with  two  fhields  and  a rim  of  brals, 
now  tom  off:  by  the  incifloti  of  the  flone  made  to 
let  the  letters  in  on  the  rim,  it  appears  .to  be — Hie 
jacd  corjnis  Johis  de  Gourria)\  quorida  rcdloris  ct  palro-  | 
m hiijus  kccl^ie.  cuj;  di'e,  jfpitietur  Dais,  Amen. — He  * 
died  redor  in  the  6ih  of  Edward  III. 

Hic  jacet  Henricus  Colman,  S.  T.  P.  RcBor  de 
Harpley;  et  Foiiljham  in  agro  J\^orfolc.  Jiiius  Ricardi 
' Colman,  armigeri,  et  Anna  uxoris  Jua,  filia  Edwardi 
Hyde  de  Hatch  in  com.  Wylt.  S.  T.  P.  vir  admodum 
reverendus,  benevolentia.  Uteris,  et  pietate  egregie  noins, 
qui  obt,  nono  die  menjis  061.  ao.  1715. 

' In 
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In  the  uppermoft  window  but  one  of  the  north 
ifle,  was  the  hillory  of  St.  Laurence,  painted  on  the 
glafs,  as  appears  from  forne  fragments,,  and  the  in^ 
lignia  of  that  faint,  a grid-iron,  or. 

The  earl  of  Orford  is  the  chief  proprietor  of  this 
parifli:  the  college  of  Chrifl  College  hold  fome 
lands  in  this  as  well  as  many  other  pariflics  in  this 
county,  which  are  upon  leal'e  to  the  prefent  carl  of 
Orford. 

Heniy  Bland,  D.  D.  dean  of  Durham,  held  this 
li\'ing,  with  that  of  Great  Bircham,  from  the  year 
1715  to  the  year  1 744,  when  he  refigned  it,  and  the 
Rev.  Horace  Hamond,  D.  D.  w'as  inhituted  on  the  ^ 
prefentation  of  the  late  earl  of  Orford,  and  is  the 
prefent  reflor. 

HILLINGTON.  This  towm  is  fituated  near  the 
river,  but  on  the  oppofite  fide,-  that  rifes  in  the 
fprings  of  Flitcham  abbey,,  and  derives  its  iiame  front 
tliat  circumflance  of  lying  near  the  water.  In 
Doomlday-book  it  is  called  Helingetuna. 

Sir  Martin  Folkes,  bart.  has  a feat  here,  w'hich 
he  has  lately  much  improved,  and  it  is  now  equal 
to  mofl  of  the  family  feats  in  this  county.  The 
gardens  are  planted  with  the  choicefl  trees,'  and  the 
hot  walls  and  pinery  being  finiOied  in  much  taflc  and 
propriety,  produce  annually  great  quantities  of  fruit 
and  grapes  in  the  higheft  perfedion. 

Aubyn’s,  or  Albon’s  Manor.  In  the  25th  of 
Edward  1.  Robert,  Ion  of  Albon,  of  Stamford,  con- 
to  John,  (fon  of  Albon  of  Stamford) 
of  Hillington,  and  Sibill  his  wife,  lands  and  meffu- 
ages  here. 


In 
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In  the  2Sth  of  that  king,  John  Albon  or  Aubvn, 
and  Sibill  his  wife,  had  conveyed  to  them  by  a fine, 
from  Sarah,  daughter  of  Richard  de  Merley,  lands. 
See.  in  Killington,  with  the  moiety  of  tlic  advowfon 
of  the  church. 

From  this  John  Albon  the  manor  feems  to  take 
its  name ; and  in  the  2cl  of  Edward  III.  a fine  was 
levied  between  John  Aubyn  of  Millington  and  Mar- 
garet his  wife,  -and  Vincent,  fon  of  Philip  of  Wood- 
Norton,  of  mefl'uages  and  lands  here,  and  in  Cong- 
ham,  with  the  advowfon  of  a moiety  of  this  church, 
fettled  on  John,  See.  in  tail. 

In  1412,  this  manor  was  in  the  family  of  Irming:- 
land,  and  after  this  it  came  to  the  lord  Scales  ; and 
in  the  13th  of  Edward  IV.  it  defeended  to  John  de 
Vere,  earl  of  Oxford,  in  right  of  Elizabeth  his  mo- 
ther, daughter  and  heir  of  John  Howard,  efq.  grand- 
fon  and  heir  to  fir  Robert  Howard  and  Margaret  his 
wife,  daughter  and  heir  of  Robert  lord  Scales ; 
which  John  dying  without  iffuc,  was  fucceeded  by 
his  nephew,  John  Vere  earl  of  Oxford,  who  left  on 
his  death,  in  1526,  his  three  fillers,  Urfula,  married 
to  fir  Edward  Knightly;  Dorothy,  to  John  Nevill 
lord  Latimer;  and  Elizabeth,  to  fir  Andiony  Wing* 
field,  his  co-heirelTes,  ^ 

Uifula  having  no  iffuc,  this  lordfliip  came  to  tlie 
lords  Latimers,  and  the  Wingfields  family  ; and  foon 
after  the  lord  Latimer  conveyed  his  moiety  to  the 
W'infffields  ; and  fir  Robert  Wingfield  had  liverv  of 
it  about  the  iff  of  queen  Elizabeth ; and  in  the  24th 
of  the  laid  queen  conveyed  it  to  \Villiam  Walpole, 
efq.  who  had  in  the  laid  year  a pardon  for  .purcha- 
fing  it  without  licence ; and  was  fold  by  die  cxecu- 

tavs 
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tors  of  the  faid  William,  to  Richait:!  Hovell,  efq. 
who  prcfented  to  the  church  as  lord  in  16  lo. 

In  this  family  it  continued  many  years,  and  o^ 
the  death  of  fir  William  Hovell,  knt.  it  came  to 
his  three  daughters  and  co-heirs,  apd  their  delcend- 

ants. 

Martin  Folkes,  efq.  by  the  marriage  of  the  fe- 
cond  daughter  and  co-heir,  had  an  intereft  in  it,  as 
his  fon  Martin  had,  on  whofe  death  it  came  to  hi5 
brother,  William  Folkes,  efq.  and  his  ion  fir  Mar- 
tin Folkes,  bart.  is  the  prefent  lord. 

Uphall  and  Netherhall  Manors.  This  ma- 
nor of  Uphall  was  formerly  granted  to  the  tonvai- 
tual  church  of  Campfey  priory  in  Suffolk. 

On  the  dilTolution  it  was  granted  to  John  Eyre, 
efcj.  by  king  Henry  VIII.  On  February  20,  in  his 
36th  year,  from  vvhom  it  came  to  the  family  of 
Stede.  William  Stcde,  and  William  Playfpot  field 
it  in  the  4th  of  Elizabeth. 

William,  fon  and  heir  of  Whlllam,  was  lord  of 
'Uphall  and  Hillington  (and  it  extended  into  Flitch- 
am,  Congham,  Grimflon  and  Roydon)  in  the  21ft 
of  Elizabeth,  Playfoot  conveying  his  right  to  Willi- 
am Steefe  ill  tfic  6th  of  the  laid  queen  • and  Whlliam 
Stede  his  fon,  by  his  will  dated  April  23,  1613,  be- 
queathed it  to  Thomas  his  fon.  It  was  after  united 
to  the  other  lordiliip. 

The  manor  of  Nctheihall  was  poffeffed  by  Wil- 
liam Barker,  gent,  of  Edgefield,  in  queen  Elizabeth’s 
reign,  and  purebafed  of  him  by  Richard  Hovell, 
clq,  and  fo  it  came  to  fir  Martin  Folkes,  bart.  the 
prefent  lord. 


Bury’s 
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Bury’s  Hall  was  purchafed  of  William  .Walpole, 
efq.  by  Richard  Hovell,  elq.  and  fo  became  united 
to  the  other  lordlliips  held  by  fir  Martin  Folkes,  bart. 
the  prefent  lord. 

West  Dereham  Manor  was  alfo  purchafed  about 
1580,  of  William  Walpole,  efq.  by  Richard  Wal- 
pole, efq.  ' 

Lew'is  >or  Castle-acre  Priory.  William  earl 
Warren  and  Surry,  gave  in  the  reign  of  Henrv  IL 
two  parts  of  the  tithe  of  his  fee  to  Caflle-acre  pri-» 
pry. 

>, 

There  is  alfo  another  manor  in  this  parifli,  of 
which  fir  James  Johnhone,  bart,  is  the  prefent  lord, 
in  right  of  his  lady,-  the  widow  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Meyrie. 

Sir  James  has  built  a feat  on  the  top  of  a hill  in 
this  parifh,  which  commands  a moll  cxtenfive  prof- 
peel  over  Lynn  channel  and  to  the  Britifli  ocean,  well 
and  north,  and  over  all  the  country  to  the  Ibuth  as 
far  as  Downliain,  ten  miles  to  the  fouthward  of 
Lynn. 

The  family  of  Hovell  is  of  great  antiquity.  Rich- 
ard Hovell  held  of  Baldwin,  abbot  of  Bur^%  in  the 
time  of  the  Conqueror,  a lordfliip  at  Wiverfioiie 
jii  Suflblk ; and  five  free  men  held  lands  under  the 
laid  Richard. 

« 

Sir  John  Hovell,  of  Wrattiiig  Parva  in  Suffolk, 
was  living  in  1370. 

William  Hovell,  of  Rifliangles  in  Suffolk,  died 
in  1433,  find  by  Beatrix  his  wife,  daughter  of  fir 
■ ‘ Jolnr 
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lohn  Thorpe,  of  Aniwcll  Thorpe,  was  falhcr  of 
Richard  Hovcll,  who  married  Fiances,  daughter  o 
Arthur  Hopton,  efq.  of  Wellwopd  in  Suftolk,  wi- 
dow of  fir  Thomas  Nevill,  and  left  William  his  fon 
and  of  Aflifield  in  Suffolk,  wlio  died  July  7, 
I roA.  Bv  Elizabeth  his  wife,  daughter  of  Rowland 
Ha^fike,  of  Lophara,  efq.  he  was  father  of  Wilharn 
Hovcll,  of  AHificld,  who  married  Ann,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Gawdy, . of  Harlefton,  efq.  and 
lingborne  his  wife,  by  whom  he  had  a Ion,  V\  illiam, 
of  Stratfield-hall  in  Hadlcigh,  Suftolk,  who  took  to 
wife  Ann,  daughter  ol  Richard  T urner,  of  Norton, 


The  church  is  a fingle  pile ; that  and  the  chancel 
are  co^•  ered  with  tile,  and  has  a Iquare  tower,  widr 
one  bell. 

On  the  north  \vall  of  the  chancel  is  a mural  mo- 
nument, with  the  effigies  of  a gentleman  in  his 
gown,  and  his  wife,  on  their  knees,  thus  infcribed . 


'The  monument  of  Richard  Hovcll,  of  Hillingtoji  in 
the  countie  of  Jsforfolk,  Efq;  being  of  the  age  of  77 
years  and  upiuards,  fnifhed  his  courfe  the  goth  of  JV^o- 
vember,  1611,  in  peace  with  God,  in  charity  with  all 
men,  and  now  rflejt  here  with  expehialion  of  the  Refur- 
reciion,  in  ajfurance  of  eternal  glorification.  Margery 
Hovell,  wife  of  the  aforefaid  Richard  Hovcll,  Efq;  de^ 
tea  fed,  and  one  of  the  daughters  and  heyres  of  John 
Eord,  of  Erating,  in  the  countie  of  EJjex,  Efq;  who 
having  lyved  vertuoujly  and  comfortably  with  her  [aid 
hujhand,  44  years,  did  beare  unto  him  4 formes  and  g 
''daughters,  whereof  there  are  yet  twelve  alive  to  her 
great  comfort,  being  all  growne  to  the  perfect  Jlate  of 
men  and  women. — On  the  fummit  is  the  fliield  of 
Hovell,  fable,  a crefeent,  or,  impaling  lord,  argent, 
a wolf  falicnt,  fable. 
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On  another  mural  monument  are  the  effigies  of  a 
man  in  armour,  an4  his  wife,  kneeling  at  a defk, 
with  the  arms  of  Hovell,  and  Ford,  quarterly,  im- 
paling, or,  on  a bend,  vert,  three  bucks  heads,  ca- 
boflied,  argent,  Femley. 

At  the  notth  eafl  comer  of  the  cliancel  is  an  altaf 
tomb  of  marble,  and  iron  rails  before  it,  ^with  the 
arms  of  Folkes,  vert,  a fleur  de  lis ; and  Hovell,  in 
an  efcrttchcon  of  pretence ; the  crell,  an  arm  ereft, 
holding  a fpear.  ' 

Here  lyes  the  body  of  Marlin  Folkes,  late  of  Hilling- 
ion,  ifi  the  coufity  oj  JVorfolk,  Efq  ; who  was  born  the 
aStk  day  of  Augnjt,  1640,  and  died  the  iqth  day  of 
February,  1705. 

On  a grave-flone — Lillius  Hovell,  Jilius  Guli.  Ho- 
vell militis,  et  uxoris  ejus,  Etheldrcdee,  obt.  3 die  Maij 
Ao.  Domi.  1 664,  atatis  face  die  2^to, 

Thotnas,  the  fecond  fon  of  Sir  Will.  Hovell,  and 
Dame  Etheldreda  his  wife,  horn  the  lajl  day  of  Febr. 
1667,  and  died  the  i^th  day  of  0 Bober,  1668. 

Hie  jacet  corpus  Gidiebni  Hovell,  militis,  qui  obt.  4 
die  Marti],  ao.  i66g,  atatis  face  33;  and  the  arms 
of  Hovell. 

William  Pojlhumus,  the  younger  fon  of  Sir  William 
Hovell,  knight,  and  Dame  Etheldreda  his  luife,  born  the 
S of  Augujt,  1670,  and  dyed  the  12  of  April,  1671. 

Maria  co?ijux  Johis,  Novell,  rcBoris  hujus  ecclfiett 
obt.  Xov,  28,  1706. 

i \ 

Richard  Hovell,  Efq;  [on  to  Sir  Richard  Hovell, 

of  Hillington,  died  OBr.  23,  in  1715,  aged  70.  . 

There 
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' There  are  elegant  marble  monuments  in  the  chan- 
cel to  the  memory  of  fir  William  Browne,  knt.  and 
lady  Browne ; and  to  the  memory  of  the  late  Wil- 
liam Folkes,  efq,  and  his  lady,  daughter  of  fir  Wil- 
liam and  lady  Browne,  mother  to  fir  Martin  Folkes,. 
bait,  the  prefent  lord  of  the  manor'. 

\ 

The  prefent  re6lor  of  Flillington  is  the.  Rev.  Wil-  • 
Ham  Nelfon.  prefented  in  1.7  5 ^ by  hr  Simeon  Stu- 
art, bait.  The  next  prefentation  is  in  hr  Martin 
Folkes. 


LYNN-'REGIS  or  KING’S  LYNN; 

..  FORMERLY  CALLED 
/ 

I.YNN  EPISCOPI  or  BlSHOP’s  LYNN, 


TV  TEAR  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Oufe,  and  the 
wafihes,  called  jFjluarium  Metaris,  probably 
from  the  Britifli  word  Maltraith,  according  to  Cam- 
den, a name  by  which  the  Britons  called  fuch  /Eftu- 
aries  or  Tides  in  other  places,  and.  importing  no 
more  than  an  uncertain  di. fluary  or  Tide,  Hands 
Lvnn. 


In  the  book  of  Doomfday  this  torvn  is  wrote  I.e- 
na  and  Lun.  .Camden  was  of  opinion,  that  it  took 
its  name  from  its  fpreading  waters,  that  b_ing  im^ 
plied  in  the  Britifli  word  Lhyn ; but  Spelman  af- 
firms that  the  right  name  is  Lcn,  from  Lm  in  Saxon, 
a farm  or  tenure  in  fee ; fo  Fanelhen  among  the  Ger- 
mans, is  the  tenure  or  fee  of  a baron,  and  Leri 
Lpifeopi  is  the  bidiop’s  farm : We  have  no  doulit  that 
this  is  the  true  derivation  of  the  name  to  this  celo- 
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bratcd  town.  Spclman  farther  obferves,  that  the 
word  Len  is  u(ed  alfo  in  a more  limited  fenfe  by 
the  Saxons  to  fignify  church  lande,  and  appeals  to 
the  feveral  names  of  places  wherein  that  fenfe  of 
the  word  holds  ; and  farther  Ter-llcn  in  the  Welch 
language  is  Terra  Eccl^us,  or  land  belonging  to  the 
church.  I 

V 

Camden  was  of  opinion  that  the  town  was  not  of 
any  antiquity,  but  fprung  out  of  the  ruins  of  what 
is  called  Old  Iwnn,  or  Well  Lynn,  which  lies  on 
the  well  and  oppofite  fide  of  the  great  river  Oufc, 
and,  with  fir  Henry  Spehnan,  fuppofes  it  to  be  call- 
ed in  the  time  of  the  Saxons,  Mavdenburgh,  ini:; 
porting,  the  Maiden’s  Bowre,  Vvginis  Sacrarium  et 
velut  Thalamus,  the  chapel,  or  retiring  place  of  the 
virgin,  that  is,  of  St.  Margaret  the  Virgin,  the  tute- 
lar faint  or  patronefs  of  the  town. 

Etymologifls  have  been  veiy  deficient  on  this  fub- 
je6l:  they  relate  that  this  town  affumed  its  name 
from  the  head  of  one  of  ihofe  eleven  thoufand  ^ ir- 
gins,  or  maidens  heads,  who  fullered  with  St.  Ur- 
lula,  which  head  was  had  in  great  veneration  and 
worlliipped  in  the  faid  town  of  Maidenhead;  but 
Sirmondus,  a learned  jefuit-,  has  cxpoled  diis  hale 
monkilh  tradition  and  ficlion,  and  Ihewn  that  Urfula 
and  Undecimilla  were  two  \'irgin  faints  and  martyrs, 
and  the  name  of  Undecimilla  came  dirough  the  ig- 
norance of  forae  tranferiber  to  be  wrote  and  changed 
into  Lmdecrm  MilLia,  that  is  in  Englihi,  eleven  thou- 
fand ; and  thus  by  one  llroke  of  the  pen  lo  great  a 
number  of  virgins  were  canonized. 

Tlhc  name  of  this  town  is  not  only  a proof  of  its 
antiquity,  but  the  ])rincij>al  lordlhip  of  the  town 
confirms  it,  which  ivus  at  tlie  furvey,  and  in  the 

reign 
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reign  of  the  ConfelTor,  in  the  fee  of  Elmham,  or  the 
Ealt  Angles.  What  king  gave  it  to  that  fee,  does 
not  appear,  but  it  is  highly  probable  that  Felix,  the 
firft  bifhop  of  the  Eafl  Angles,  was  in  polfelfion  of 
it  and  of  Elmham  about  the  year  630,  and  Bedwia 
was  bifliop  of  Elmham  in  673. 

That  its  fituation  anfwers  its  name  and  derivation 
appears  from  its  real  feite,  on  a great  level  or  flat 
filty  foil,  clofe  to  the  eafl  fide  of  the  great  river  Oufe, 
which  brings  with  it  to  this  port,  from  its  rife  in 
Northamptonfliire,  the  w'aters  of  Buckingham,  Bed- 
ford, Huntingdon  and  Cambridgefhire,  with  thofe  of 
Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  and  empties  itfelf  below  this 
port  into  the  great  Britifli  ocean; 

The  river  Nar,  or  Sechy  river,  falls  alfo  into  the 
Oufe  near  the  fouth  gates  of  Lynn.  ' 

The  river  that  comes  from  Aflnvicken,  Minding, 
fxc.  runs  (Tols  the  town,  and  empties  itfelf  at  Ladv 
Bridge,  as  does  the  riVei.  from  Gayton  and  Lefiate, 
by  Purfleet  Bridge. 

To  this  we  may  add  tliat  the  fea  meeting  all  thefe 
Waters  with  great  rage  and  violence  on  fpring  tides 
and  tempefluous,  windy  weather  forces  them  back, 
and  at  times  occafions  inundations,  and  more  fre- 
quently in  former  times,  before  the  many  banks, 
mounds,  &c.  were  railed,  which  now  guard  and 
defend  it,  wdiich  if  removed  or  negiefted,  would  re- 
duce it  to  its  original  hate,  and  render  it  again  as  a 
pool  or  lake. 


of  Ihe  Oufe, 

called  Marfhland,  is  fubjedt  from  its  feite,  furround- 
eU  on  eveiy  hde  with  water,  to  be  overflow'ed  both 
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by  frcfli  and  fait  waters.  Before  the  year  li8i,  k 
was  fo  drowned,  that  there  was  no  dwclling-houfe, 
or  land,  that  any  profit  could  be  made  of  in  the 
to\A'ii  of  Wiggenhall  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  from  Buf- 
tard  Dole  to  the  fouihern  bounds  or  end  of  it,  except 
the  monallery  or  hermitage  of  Crabhoufe,  or  Crab- 
Oufe,  but  all  was  a fea. 

The  river  Nene  alfo  ufed  to  flow  dire£lly  from 
Peterborough  to  Lynn ; and  in  the  3d  of  king  Ed- 
ward III.  it  was  found  to  do  fo,  till  Walter  dc 
Langton,  bifliop  of  Litchfield  and  Coventry,  lord 
trealurer  to  king  Edward  I.  had  twenty-eight  years 
laft  pall  flopped  up  the  paflage  of  it  at  Upwell,  to 
drain  his  manor  of  Coldham  ; the  waters  that  then 
bounded  Lynn  were  called  the  waters  of  Lynn,  and 
the  marfhes  on  that  fide,  as  far  as  Weft  Walton, 
were  called  the  marfhes  of  Lynn. 

In  the  1 ith  year  of  king  Edward  II.  a commiffion 
of  Sewers  was'direfted  to  John  de  Ingaldefthorpe, 
and  Richard  de  Walfingham,  reciting  that  in  South 
Lynn,  above  five  hundred  marks  damage  was  done, 
on  account  of  the  defeat  of  gutters,  fewers  and  drains  ; 
and  in  the  11th  of  Edward  III.  the  faid  townfliip 
was  greatly  damaged  and  impoveriflhed,  by  inunda- 
tions from  the  fea,  and  the  lofs  in  the  country  about 
Lynn  was  fo  great,  that  the  king  in  compaffion  re- 
mitted their  taxes. 

In  the  2d  of  Richard  II.  a commiffion  w-as  di- 
recled  to  William  Ufford,  earl  of  Suffolk,  &c.  on 
complaint  of  the  towns  of  Wiggenhall,  Illington, 
Tilney,  Clenchwarton,  Watlington,  Runffon,  Holme, 
Setchy  and  Well  Winch,  that  the  river  Oufe,  which 
ran  through  thofe  townfhips  into  the  fea,  and  was 

within  tliirty  years  pafl  not  above  twelve  perches 

broad, 
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broad,  by  tlie  breaches  in,  and  decay  of  the  banks, 
tvas  grown  to  the  breadth  of  a mile  ; upon  which, 
by  an  inqilifition  at  Wiggenhall,  it  was  found  that  the 
banks  on  both  fides  of  the  faid  river  were  fo  much  . 
broken,  that  not  only  thofe  townfliips,  but  alfo  South 
Lynn  and  Hardwick  were  in  danger  of  being  de- 
flroyed:  and  in  1570,  on  the  S2d  and  3d  of  Octo- 
ber, all  Maifliland  was  fo  drowned  by  the  fea  wa- 
ters, that  there  were  not  ten  rods  of  whole  fea  bank 
from  Old  or  Well  Lynn  to  Magdalen  Bridge  in. 
Wiggenhall;  and  on  November  1,  1613,  the  fea 
broke  in  with  fuch  violence  on  Marfhland,  that  the 
damage  was  eflimated  at  thirty-feven  thoufand  eight 
hundred  and  lixty-two  pounds,  and  many  inundati- 
ons have  been  fmee  that  time. 

On  the  fouth-eall  parts  of  this  towti,  from  the 
hamlet  of  Hardwick,  (which  fignifies  a turn  of  wa- 
ter at  the  point  of  hard  land)  td  the  fouth  gates  of 
Lynn,  is  raifed  a long  and  broad  fiibflantial  caufe- 
way  over  the  marfli,  as  a fecurity  (as  well  as  a road) 
againft  the  waters  on  that  fide ; and  between  Hard- 
wick and,  Weft  Winch  is  a confiderable  ditch  and 
bank  (antiently  called  Green  Dike)  joining  to  the 
aforefaid  caufeway ; and  like  banks,  &c.  may  be  ob- 
lerved  to  the  call  and  north-eall  parts  of  the  faid 
town,  as  far  as  Gay.wood  bridge. 

Such  a fituation  as  this  was  particularly  made 
choice  of,  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  accefs  in 
time  or  danger,  or  approach  of  an  enemy ; being 
eafily  fortified  and  defended:  and  on  account  of 
trade,  eafe  and  conveniency  of  importing  and  ex- 
porting all  manner  of  goods  and  mcrchandife,  to  and 
rom  foreign  countries.  , Such  a fituation  as  this, 
Camillus,  the  Roman  Dictator,  applauded  and  boafl- 
cd  of  m his  Ipeech  to  the  citizens  of  Old  Rome, 
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and  encouraged  them  to  keep  poffeflion  of  it,  and 
not  to  deiert  it,  when  the  Gauls  had  facked  it. — 
'Koyi  fint  cauja  Dij,  Ho?m?iefq;  hum  urhi  condendee  lo- 
cum degerunt,  flumm  enim  opportunum,  quo  ex  mediter- 
raneis  loas  fi'uges  dmebantur,  quo  manlimi  commcalus  ac- 
ciptantur.  Mare  vicinmn  ad  commoditates,  ncc  expofilum 
nimia  propinqmtale  ad  pcriculuvrclajfium  exteraram. 

Having  thus  treated  on  the  name  and  feite  of  this 
burgh,  the  next  particular  that  offers  itfelf,  will  be 
to  confider  the  ancient  tenures  or  lordfliips  of  it  ; 
the  moft  ancient  and  authentic  account  of  this  is 
from  the  Conqueror’s  book  of  Doomfday,  made  in 
the  year  10S5,  at  which  time,  and  in  the  Confeffor’s, 
this  town,  \vith  the  townfliips  or  hamlets  of  Weft, 
North  and  South  Lynn,  we  find  to  be  all  included 
under  the  general  name  of  Lena,  and  Lun,  the  dif- 
tinflioii  of  Weft,  North  and  South  not  being  till 
fome  centuries  after,  as  will  appear  under  the  hiftory 
of  thole  places. 

In  this  moft  valuable  book  w'e  learn,  that  Ralph, 
lord  Tony,  had  a lordfliip  in  Lena,,  which  Harold 
held  in  king  Edward’s  time,  and  which  he  loft  with 
his  crown  at  the  battle  of  Haftings ; this  was  South 
Lynn. 

Ralph,  lord  Baynard,  had  in  Lena  a lordfliip; 
this  was  alfo  in  South  Lynn,  and  extended  into  the 
other  hamlets. 

Hermer  de  Ferrarijs  had  in  Lun  a lordfliip ; this 
was  in  Weft  Lynn,  and  alfo  extended  into  the  other 
hamlets. 

Rainald,  fon  of  Ivo,  had  a lordfliip  in  Lena, 
which  extended  into  all  the  liainleis. 

The 


\ 


V 


J73 


OF  FREEBRIDGE.  . 

The  abbot  alfo  of  Buiy  had  in  Lena  a lordfliip ; 
this  was  North  Lynn. 

Thefe  are  the  only  lordfliips  (with  fome  few  par- 
ticulars that  are  to  be  found  relating  to  them)  that 
occur  under  the  name  of  Lena,  or  Lun, 

But  none  of  thefe  lords  were  tli«  chief,  or  capital 
lords  of  that  part  of  Lena  or  Lynn  which  is  now 
called  the  burgh : the  two  great  lords  of  that,  in 
the  Confeffor’s  reign,  were  Agelmare  bifhop  of  Elm^ 
ham,  as  lord  of  Gaywood,  in  right  of  that  fee,  and 
Stigand,  as  lord  of  the  manor  of  Rifing,  and  of 
the  hundred  of  Freebridge,  which  Stigand  was  arch- 
bifliop  of  Canterbury,  but  held  this  and  many  more 
lordQiips  in  his  own  right,  as  a lay  fee.  Agelmare 
and  Stigand  are  not  exprefsly  named  under  the 
name  of  Lena,  to  be  lords  of  the  town,  though  Sti- 
gand  is  mentioned  to  have  the  foe  of  the  lordlliips 
of  Ralph  lord  Baynard,  Hermer  de  Ferrarijs,  and 
Rainoicl,  fan  of  Ivo,  probably  as  lord  of  the  hun- 
dred: and  the  reafon  of  their  not  being  mentioned 
as  lords  of  this  part,  (the  burgh  part)  is,  becaufe 
that  was  included,  valued  and  accounted  for  under 
the  lordfliips  of  Gaywood  and  Rifing,  and  the  burgh 
part  was  as  beruites,  or  little  manors,  depending 
on  thofe  great  and  capital  ones,  which  extended  in- 
to that  part.  Many  towns  are  not  mentioned  in  the 
book  of  Doomfday,  which  has  induced  hiflorians 
to  conclude,  that  they  were  not  in  being  at  that 
time,  and  has  been  the  occalion  of  great'  miftakes, 
they  not  reflefting  on  the  true  end  and  defi^n  of  the 
book,  which  w'as  to  let  forth  every  tenure,  under 
the  capital  manor  to  which  it  belonged,  in  the  town 
where  that  capital  manor  had  its  feite : fo  that  the 
town  wherein  fuch  a tenure  lay  is  not  often  men- 
tioned, and  when  it  is,  it  is  named  to  be  a beiuita 
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to  the  faid  capital  manor.  Many  examples  of  this 
are  to  be  found,  and  fuch  is  the  cafe  now  before  us. 

Lynn  Bishop’s  Manor.  One  part  or  moiety,  at 
leaf!,  if  not  more,  ^vas,  as  we  have  obferved,  in 
Agclmare,  or  Ailmar,  bifliop  of  Elmham,  a Saxon 
married  prelate,  in  the  time  of  king  Edward  the  Con- 
feflbr,  in  right  of  his  capital  manor  of  Gay  wood, 
which  extended  into  this  town,  and  being  deprived 
of  his  fee  of  Elmham,  of  which  Gaywood  was  a 
member,  in  1070,  was  fucceeded  by  Herfafl,  or 
Arfaft,  who  removed  his  fee  from  Elmham  to  Thet- 
ford,  and  was  lord.  On  whofe  death  William  de 
Beapfoe  was  preferred  to  it,  and  was  biftop  when 
the  grand  furvey  was  made,  in  1085,  when  it  ap- 
pears from  the  faid  book,  that  he  was  lord  of  Gav- 
wood,  and  confecjuently  of  this  manor,  in  right  of 
his  fee  of  Thetford.  Herbert  his  fucceffor  tranflated 
the  fee  to  Norwich,  and  on  his  foundation  of  the 
priory  of  the  Holy  Trinity  in  his  church  of  Nor- 
vvich  in  1101,  gave  the  church  of  Lynn,  whtli  a 
manor,  all  his  falt-works,  and  marOics,  at  Gaywood 
and  Lynn,  to  the  priory  aforefaid,  to  hold  them  as 
freely,  quit  and  exempt  of  all  cufloms  and  fervices, 
as  he  himfelf,  Arfafl  and  William,  his  predecelfors, 
enjoyed  them ; and  ereSed  alfo  a priory  as  a cell  to 
that  of  Norwich,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  St,  Margaret’s 
church  which  he  had  built. 

That  it  was  a place  of  trade  and  confequence, 
before  and  ip  the  reign  of  the  Conqueror,  and  the 
capital  manor  in  Lena,  appears  from  its  enjoying 
the  privilege  of  certain  duties  and  cufloms,  with  a 
toll-booth  in  this  town,  and  before  the  Norman  con- 
quefl,  payable  on  the  arrival  of  any  goods  or  mer- 
chandiles  by  fea  or  land ; and  the  bifliop  was  then 
in  full  pofTeflion  of  a moiety,  which  the  Conqueror 
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on  his  deprivation  feized  on,  and  gave  to  his  bro- 
iher  Odo.  bifliop  of  Baieux  in  Normandy ; and  on 
his  rebellion  againfl  king  Wilhani  II.  that  king 
eranted  it  to  William  de  Albini,  his  butler,  called 
Pincenia  Regis.  How  long  before  this  the  bifhops 
of  Elmham  enjoyed  this,  we  cannot  determine,  oi 
when  they  had  the  firfl  grant  of  this  manor,  but  it 
is  highly  probable,  it  was  very  eaily  in  the  Saxon 
age; “and  at  that  time  they  had  the  grant  of  the 
towns  of  Dunwich  and  Elmham,  about  the  year 
630,  and  Bedwin  on  a divifion  of  the  fee  of  Dun- 
• wich,  held  the  fee  of  Elmham  in  673. 

William  of  Newburgh,  w'ho  lived  in  the  reign  of 
Richard  I.  calls  Lynn  Urbs  commeatu  el  cornmereijs  no- 
bilis,  a city  noble  or  of  note,  for  its  trade  and  com- 
merce ; and  the  Jews,  a people  in  all  ages  famous 
■pn  this  account,  had  great  numbers  (as  he  relates) 
of  them  fettled  here,  and  being  enraged  on  the  con- 
verfstion  of  one  of  their  body  to  Chrillianity,  they 
fet  upon  him,  in  order  to  have  flain  him  ; who,  to 
prevent  it,  took  fanftuary  in  a church : they  broke 
open  the  doors,  and  would  have  taken  him  out  by 
force.  On  this  noife  and  uproar  a number  of  the 
Chrillians  came'  to  his  refeue,  but  the  inhabitants 
being  in  fear  of  the  king,  who  had  taken  the  Jews 
under  his  protedion,  a6ied  on' the  referve  j on  which 
many  young  flrangers  and  foreigners,  who  were  in 
the  town  on  account  of  their  trade,  fell  on  the 
Jews,  killed  feveral  of  them,  burnt  and  plundered 
their  houfes,  and  thele  foreigners,  to  avoid  the  king’s 
anger,  took  Ihipping  dire6Uy  with  their  fpoil.  At  this 
day  there  is  a flrcet  called  from  them,  Jews  Street, 
where  they  lived  together  : they  had  then  great  in- 
dulgences, which  they  paid  the  government  for; 
bought  houfes  and  lands,  which  rendered  them  hated 
by  the  natives  and  Chrillians ; and  in  many  ancient 
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deeds  may  be  feen  a form  of  warranty  againfl  fell- 
ing  land,  8cc.  to  them,  viz. — El  cuicunq;  dare,  ven- 
dere^  et  a-ffignare  voluent,  pro^terquam  domuj  relkiofa 
ft  JudaiJmo,  vel  Judccis. 

John  de  Grey,  bifliop  of  Norwich  in  the  year 
1204,  being  dcfirous  of  polTefling  thofe  lands,  pri- 
vileges, See.  in  this  tovvn,  which  Herbert  his  prede- 
celTor,  &c.  had  conveyed  to  the  priory  of  Norwich, 
iTiade  an  exchange  with  them;  and 'the  priory  re- 
figned  to  him  and  his.  fuccelTors,  all  their  rights  and 
profits  in  the  fairs  of  Lynn  and  Gaywood,  and  all 
their  rents  and  perquifites  which  they  had  in  Lynn, 
or  without. 

And  the  faid  bifliop  by  another  deed,  then  dated, 
appropriated  to  the  faid  priory  the  church  of  St. 
Margaret,  with  all  its  fpiritualities,  tithes,  oblations 
and  obventions,  with  the  chapels  of  St.  Nicholas 
and  St.  James;  alfo  the  cfiurch  pf  Minfling,  ivith 
all  its  appurtenances ; with  all  the  tithe  belonging 
to  the  demean  lands  of  his  lordfliip  of  Gaywood  ; 
on  condition  that  they  take  care  to  have  the  faid 
churches  and  chapels  ferved  by  their  chaplains,  to 
be  removed  or  admitted,  on  any  juft  caufe,  at  the 
will  of  the  bifliqp*  and  that  it  fliould  be  lawful  for 
him  only  to  ered  any  chapel  in  the  aforefaid  pa- 
riflics,  and  if  any  vyas  erefled,  the  priory  fliould 
have  the  foie  profit  qf  it. 

The  town  by  this  exchange  being  for  the  greateft 
part  4gajn  in  the  biftiops  of  Norwich,  obtained  the 
name  of  Biftiop’s  Lynn,  and  was  fo  called  in  all 
deeds  and  writings,  till  alienated  to  the  crown  in 
the  reign  of  king  Henry  VUI. 


This 
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This  bifliop,  John  de  Grey,  built  a {lately  palace 
at  Gavwood,  and  having  certified  to  king  John  the 
exchange  made  between  him  and  the  priory  of  Nor- 
wich, he  obtained  a grant  from  the  king  of  a free 
burgh  for  this  town. 

The  king  in  his  charter  fets  forth,  “ That  on  the 
“ requeft  of  John,  the  fecond  of  that  name,  bifliop 
“ of  Norwich,  he  had  granted  that  the  village  of 
“ Lenn  fliould  be  a free  burgh  for  ever,  and  have 
“ all  the  liberties  ancl  free  culloms,  which  free 
“ burghs  have  in  ail  relpe61s,  faving  to  that  bifhop 
“ and  his  fucceffprs,  and  to  William  earl  of  Arun- 
“ del  and  his  heirs,  thole  liberties  and  cuftoras, 
•“  which  they  have  of  old  held  in  the  laid  village, 
“ kc:^ 

JOAXKES  Dej  gratia,  <b-c. — Xovefitis  Kos  ad  in- 
JIanliam,  et  pditioiwn  vencrabilis  patris  nojlri,  Job. 
jYonoic.  Epijci.  Jecundi,  concej/ijfe,  ct  hac  p'  Jenli  char- 
ta  nojlra  confinnajfe,  qd.  villa  de  I^enn,  fit  liber  Burgus 
in  perpetuvm,  et  liabeat  ornnes  libertates  et  liberas  confice- 
ludines  quas  liberj  burgi  habent  in  ownib ; falvis  ipjo 
Epijc°.  et  Jucceffor.  fins,  et  Will°.  Cornitj  Arundel,  ct 
heredib.  fins,  liber tatib;  et  eonfuetudinib ; quas  ipf  in 
p dicla  villa  antiquitus  habuerunt.  Quare  volumus,  et 
Jinniter  pcipwius  qd.  f dicla  villa  de  Lenn,  fit  liber 
Burgus  in  p petuim,  et  habeat  oinnes.  libertates  et  con- 
Juetudiues  liberas  quas  liberi  burgi  noJlri  habent  in  omni- 
bus, bene,  et  in  pace,  liber e et  quiete  et  integre,  plenarie 
et  honorifee,  fuut  p'didum  ejl. 

It  is  to  be  obferved  here,  that  as  the  king  had  by 
charter  granted  Lynn  to  be  a free  burgh,  fo  it  was 
necelTary  that  the  bifiiop,  as  lord  of  the  burgh, 
llioulcl  do  the  lame,  and  was  undoubtedly  obliged 
alio  to  certify  his  confent,  and  approve  of  the  laiue. 

The 
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The  following  is  the  charter  of  John  cle  Grey, 
l^ilhop  of  Norwich,  to  the  burgclfes  of  Lynn. 

CHART  A JoH.  l.E  Grey,  Epifci.  Norwic. 

Burgensibus  dp  Lenna. 

OMKIB;  ad  quo s prcefens  Jcriptum  p'yenent — Jo^ 
han.  Dei  gratia  Nonicenf.  Epifc.  faint,  in  Dno.  Jempi- 
ternam — Koverit  imiverjitas  vejira  nos  concejjijje  et  p’ 
Jcntj  charta  conjirmajfe  ville  nojire  de  Lenn,  viz.  Toti 
paroc/ne  eccl'ie  See.  Margarete  in  eadem  villa,  et  omnih ; 
hominib;  in  ead.  parochia  manentih  ; omnes  et  eafdcm  li~ 
lertates  qiias  hahent  hurgenjes  de  Oxeneford,  quia  Dorni- 
fins  Rex  nobis  p.  chartam  fuam  conceit,  ut  eligeremus 
hurgum  in  Anglia  quern  cunq;  vellemus,  ut  eajdem  liber- 
tates  quas  burgus  ille  habet,  haberet  et  villa  nojlra  dc 
Lenna,  et  nos  elegimus  Oxenefordiam.  Et  idea  voluinns, 
qd.  eadem  villa  liber  Jit  burgus,  et  eafdeni  libertates  habt- 
at,  quas  habet  burgus  de  Oxeneford  in  omnib ; Jalvis  no-' 
bis  et  fuccefforibu  s nofir  is  in  perpetuum,  omnib;  liber  ta- 
tib;  et  corfueludmib  ; quas  halndmus  et  hob  emus  in  villa 
nojlra  de  Lenna,  fccuriduni  quod  charta  Dni  Regis  An- 
glic JohannJl  ejlatur,  quarn  nobis  fecit  de  liber tatib;  ei- 
dem  burgo  col’alis.  Quare  volunius  et  p'cipimus,  ut  p' dibit 
h irgenfes  habcant  et  teneant  omnes  res  et  pojj'ejfwnes  firas 
libere  et  quiete,  honorijice,  plcnarie  et  integre  fecundum 
quod  fiipradiximus. — Elijs  tefib;  Galfndo,  Archidiacono 
Liorwic.  Thome  Eratre  fuo,  Magr°.  Will°.  de  Lenna, 
Magr°.  Rob.  dc  Gloucejire,  Ran°.  de  llarpcl,  Jordano 
Capdlano,  Joh.  de.  Uffinch,  Hen°  filio  Smeoms,  Rob^. 
Grey,  jXicJf.  de  Linfey,  Ric°.  Bajfet,  Regin°.  de  Kot- 
tingliam,.  et  multi s aim — Dat.  apud  London,  p.  manvm 
Mag.  Galfridi  de  Derham  9°.  kalcnd,  Apr.  Pontifecat. 
nojiri  A''.  Qi  a to. 

To  this  was  the  bifliop’s  feal,  his  efhgics  in  pon- 

tificalibus,  and  Joh.  Dei  gratia  cpifcop  jXorwiccnf — 

the 
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tlie  rcvcrfe — tlie  Holy  I.amb,  with  the  crofs,  and 
Ecce  Agrius  Dei  qui  tollit  peccata  mundi. 

Agreeable  therefore  to  this  choice,  and  requefl  of 
the  bifliop,  king  John  grants  what  is  called  the  Grand 
Charter  of  Lynn,  in  his  6th  year,  September  14,  by 
which  it  became  a free  burgh  for  ever,  with  foe  and 
fac,  tholh  theam,  infangthief  and  outfangthief,  free 
tiirough  all  his  land  and  ports,  of  tolls  and  tallage, 
palfage,  payage,  pontage,  laftage,  lione  and  Darie- 
geld,  and  all  other  cuftoms,  excepting  the  liberties 
of  the  city  of  London,  and  from  all  fuit  of  country 
or  hundred  court,  for  tenures  within  the  burgh  of 
I,enn ; and  that  none  of  them  fliould  be  impleaded 
out  of  the  burgh  in  any  plea,  but  in  thofe  of  fo- 
reign tenures  • and  that  all  trials  of  murder  fliould 
be  in  the  faid  burgh,  and  the  burgeffes  freed  from 
all  trials  by  combat  or  duel,  and  if  impleaded  in 
any,  except  a foreign  one,  they  might  traverfe  the 
fame,  according  to  the  law  and  cuhom  of  Oxford ; 
that  no  one  fliould  have  dwelling  or  entertainment 
there  by  force,  or  affignment  of  the  earl  marflial ; 
that  no  mifkenning  be  allowed ; that  they  keep  a 
hu fling  court  once  a week,  and  have  a merchant’s 
guild,  8cc.  according  to  that  of  Oxford,  and  all  pleas 
thereto  belonging  to  be  held  at  Lenn.  And  if  any 
one  throughout  all  England  fliould  take  toll  or  cuf- 
tom  from  any  burgefs,  except  the  citizens  of  Lon- 
don, the  provoft  of  Lenn  may  recover  damages  by 
the  writ  of  Kimiium.  That  all  merchants  whatever 
may  come  to  the  faid  burgh  with  their  merchandife, 
and  depart  freely  and  fafe,  having  paid  the  juft  cuf- 
toms and  dues  of  the  faid  burgh ; and  no  one  is  to 
offer  any  injury  to,  or  moleft  the  faid  burgefics,  un- 
der the  penalty  of  ten  pounds ; and  if  the  burgeffes 
fhould  be  in  any  doubt  in  any  point  what  to  do, 
they  fhould  fend  mclfengers  to  Oxford,  and  what  the 

burgelLs 
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burgeflfes  of  Oxford  fliould  determine,  fliould  be  firm 
and  valid,  faving  to  the  laid  John,  bifliop  of  Nor^ 
vvich,  and  his  fucceffors  for  ever,  and  to  William 
earl  of  Arundel,  and  his  heirs,  the  liberties,  &c. 
vv^iich  they  have  held,  and  ought  to  hold  in  the  faid 
village  of  Lenn,  for  ever, 

WitnelTes— Jeffrey  Fitz  Piers  earl  of  ElTex,  \ViI- 
liam  earl  of  Salifbury,  William  Brievver,  Thomas 
Balfet,  Alan  Balfet,  Simon  de  Patefliull,  William  de 
Cantilupe,  James  de  Poterna,  John  dc  Stokes,  An- 
cliew  de  Beaucham. 

.Given  under  the  hand  of  Hugh,  archdeacon  of 
Wells,  at  Lutgerfliall,  14  September,  anno  6. 


jehannis  Dei  gratia  Rex  Augl.  D'ns.  Hib.  Dux 
A^orm.  Aquit.  Com.  Andeg.  Archiep.  Epife.  Abhat, 
Comit.  Baron.  JuJiic.  Vuecomitib;  Frepofitis,  Mivjt. 
et  Omn.  BaUivis  el  Fidelih;  Juis,  Salul. 

*'  NOVERITIS  NOS  ad  inflantiam  et  petitionem 
venerab.  patris  noflrij.  Norw'icenf,  Epis.  fecundi, 
“ concefhffe  et  p’  fenti  charta  noflra  confirmaffc 
Burgenfib;  de  Lenna  quod  burgus  de  Lenna  fit  lib. 
burgus  in  p’petuum,  et  habeat  focc.  et  face,  tholl, 
“ theam,  infangenethief  et  utfangeneth,  et  quod  ipfe 
per  totam  terrain  noflram,  et  per  oranes  portus  ina- 
“ ris  quieti  fint  de  tholon.  flallagio,  palfagio,  paag. 
“ pontag.  lellag.  et  de  line,  ct  de  Daneg.  6t  omnia 
“ alia  confuetudinc,  falva  libertat.  civitatis  London. 
“ et  qd.  nullam  fc61am  comit.  vcl  hundredor.  faci- 
“ ant  de  tenuris  inha  Burgum  de  Lenna.  Conceifi- 
“ mus  autem  eild.  burgenl.  et  hac  charta  nollra  con- 
firmavimus  qd.  nullus  cor.  placitet  extra  Burgum 
y de  Lenna  de  ullo  placito,  pretcrplacita  de  tenurii 

“ exterioribu 
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exterioribus.  ConcefTimus  et  eis  quictantiani  mur- 
“ clrl  infra  burgura  de  Lenna ; et  qd.  nrilliis  eorura 
“ faciat  duelJum,  et  qd.  dc  placitis  ad  corofiarii  p’ti- 
“ nentib;  fe  poffint  difrationare  fccundum  legem  et 
“ conluetud,  Oxovi.  et  qd.  infra  Burgum  p di6t.  ne- 
“ mo  capiat  hofpitium  p.  vim,  vel  p.  libeiationem 
“ marefcallbrum ; et  qd.  in  Burgo  illo  in  nullo  pia- 
“ cito  fit  mifkenninga,  et  c[d.  hufteng  femel  tantum 
“ in  Edomada  teneatur.  Conceffimus  etiarn  eis 
“ gildam  mercatoriam,  et  qd.  terras  et  tenuras  vadia 
“ fua  et  debita  lua  omnia  jufte  habeant  quicunq; 
“ eis  debeat,  et  de  terris  fuis  et  tenuris  que  infra  Bur- 
“ gum  p’dift.  funt  redum  eis  teneatur  fecund.  Ic- 
gem  et  confuetud.  Burgi  Oxon.  et  de  omnib.;  de- 
“ bitis  fuis  que  accommoda  fuerint  apd.  Lennam,  et 
“ de  vadiis  ibidem  fadis  placita  apud  Lennam  tenc- 
“ antur;  et  fi  quis  in  tota  Anglia  theolon.  et  con- 
“ fuetud.  a Burgenf.  dc  Lenna  ceperit,  excepta  ut 
“ luperius  civitate  London,  poflquam  ipfe  a re<flo 
“ defecerit,  prepofitus  de  Lenna  Namium  inde  apud 
“ l^ennam  capiat.  Infuper  ad  emendation,  p di61i 
“ Burgi  de  Lenne  concelfimus  qd.  quicunq:  merca- 
tores  petierint  Burgum  de  Lenna  cum  mercato  luo, 
“ de  quocunq;  loco  fuerint,  five  extranei,  five  alij 
“ qui  de  pace  noflra  fuerint,  vel  de  licentia  noflra  in 
“ terrain  nollram  venerint,  veniant,  morentur,  et  re- 
“ cedantur  in  falva  pace  noflra  reddendo  rc6las  con-- 
“ luetudincs  illius  Burgi.  Prohibemus  et  nequis 
“ p’di6l,  Burgenfib;  injuriam  vel  darapnum  vel  mo- 
“ lefliam  faciat,  fuper  forisfaduram  decern  li-brarum. 
“ Preterea  conceflimus  eifd.  Burgenf.  qd.  fi  de  ali- 
“ cjuo  judicio  dubitaverint  vel  contenderint  cpiid  fa- 
“ cere  debeant,  de  hoc  mittant  nuntios  fuos  Oxon. 
“ et  qd.  inde  Burgenf.  Oxon.  judicaverint,  ratum  et 
“ firmum  liabcatur.  Salvis  in  p’petuum  p’dido  J. 
“ Norvvic.  Epilco.  et  fuccefs.  fuis,  et  Willo.  Co- 
“ miti  .Arundell  et  hered.  fuis,  libcrtatib;  ct  conluc- 

“ Lud. 
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“ tud.  quafi  in  p’difla  villa  de  Lenna  antiquitus  ha- 
“ buerunt  et  habere  debperunt.  Quare  volumus 
“ et  hrmiter  percipimus  qd.  p’didi  Burgenf.  de  Len- 
“ na  et  heredes  eor.  hec  omnia  p’dida  liereditarie 

in  p petuum  habeant  et  teneant,  bene  et  in  pace 
“ hbere  quiete  integre  plenarie,  et  honorifice  ficui 
“ p dictum  elt. 

“ Teflib;  Gaufrido  Fil.  Petri  Com.  ElTcx,  Willo. 
“ Com.  Sarum.  Willo.  Briewer,  Tho.  Baflet  Si- 
“ mone  de  Pateflmll.  Willo.  de  Kauntilup.  Jacobo 
“ de  Potern.  J.  de  Stoke,  And.  de  Bellocampo. 

Dat.  p.  manu’  Hugonis  Arcliidiac.  Wellenf. 
“ apud  Lutegarelhal  decimo  quarto  die  Septemb. 
“ anno  regni  noflri  fexto.” 

_ And  what  privileges  could  not  this  powerful  and 
iich  pi  elate  obtain  of  his  king,  who  in  his  5 th  year 
had  pawned  to  him  his  regalia,  the  great  crown  of 
England,  the  gilt  Iword,  furcoat,  tunick  and  dalma- 
tick  of  Edward  the  ConfelTor,  with  his  girdle,  fan- 
dais,  gloves,  fpurs.  See.  all  which  he  received  by 
the  hands  of  John  de  UfFord,  the  king’s  chaplain'. 
To  this  we  may  add,  that  all  or  moft  of  this  king’s 
prime  miniflers  were  natives  of  this  county.  Hubert, 
archbifliop  of  Canteibury,  &c.  was  born  at  Weft 
Dereham;  Hubert  de  Burgh,  earl  of  Kent,  lord  juf- 
ticiary  of  England,  governor  of  Dover  caftle,  8cc. 
at  Burgh  in  Flegg  hundred,  as  was  his  brother  Jef- 
frev,  bifliop  of  Ely ; and  John  de  Brancaftcr,  and 
Jeffrey  Fitz  Pier,  earl  of  Effex,  jufticiary  of  Eng- 
land, 8cc.  was  founder  of  Shouldham  abbey. 

The  town  of  Lynn  had  alfo  the  privilege  of  coin- 
ing money.  How  long  it  held  this  privilege  is  not 
deal'.  King  Edward  lil.  in  his  i8th  year,  reduced 

all 
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all  coinage  to  the  Randard  of  the  Tower  of  Lon- 
lion,  and  enjoined  all  other  mints  to  take  their  com- 
ing tools  or  Ramps  from  the  Tower,  allowing  them 
but  one  pound  and  five  fliillings  profit  in  the  coin- 
age of  one  hundred  pounds,  fo  that  other  mints  grew 
wcaiy,  and  left  it  off ; and  probably  from  this  time 
the  mint  here  became  ufelefs.  ' ' 

Hiflorians  differ  much  in  their  opinions  as  to  the 
king  who  firfl;  granted  to  the  borough  of  Lynn  the 
honour  of  a mayor;  fome  affecting  that  it  was  king 
John,  others  that  it  was  his  fucceffor  Henry  III.  It 
is  certain  the  firfl;  or  chief  magiftrate  of  Lynn,  whild 
under  the  bifhop,  till  the  reign  of  king  John  was  a 
prcepofitiis  or  provoft,  but  that  there  was  a mayor  in 
the  reign  of  king  John  is  equally  as  certain,  as  ap- 
pears by  his  letters  patent,  dated  June  7,  1216,  in 
the  18th  year  of  his  reign,  at  the  Devizes  in  Wilt- 
fliire,  direffed 

To  the  Mayor  and  good  men  of  Lynn. 

t 

At  what  time  king  John  granted  their  charter  is 
not  with  certainty  known  : thefe  letters  are  how'ever 
a fufficient  proof,  that  king  John  was  the  king  that 
granted  this  honour,  and  not  king  Henry  111.  and 
that  it  was  a mayor  town  of  fome  continuance  in 
the  year  1233. 

King  John  underwent  great  diftreffes  for  the  fpace 
of  above  four  months  before  his  death,  flying  from 
one  place  of  defence  to  another  for  refuge,  in  conftant 
dread  and  fear  of  his  rebellious  barons,  being  truely 
pcrfccuted  and  hunted  by  them,  as  a partridge  on 
the  mountains  ; taken  from  the  authority  of  the  pa- 
tent rolls. 


On 
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On  the  3d  of  June,  in  his  i 8th  year,  1216,  he 
was  at  Winchcaer;  on  the  7th  at  'l.utgerdiall  in 
Wildhire;  at  the  Divizes  in  VVildhirc  on  the  fame 
day,  as  bv  his  patent  to  the  mayor  of  L^mn  above- 
mentioned,  alfo  an  the  gth;  at  Wilton  the  14th,  at 
oheirainuer  the  15th,  and  at  Bcre  in  Dorfetfhire  the 
20th  ; at  Corf  CaRle  the  24th  of  June  and  4th  of 
July:  at  Warham  July  7,  at  Corf  CaRle  the  16th; 
at  Hay,  on  the  edge  of  BrecknockRiire  in  Wales’ 
and  Hereford  the  21R,  at  Hereford  the  30th,  and  at 
LempRer  the  3iR  ^ at  BlaunchminRer  AuguR  7, 
at  Whitchuich  g,  at  Shrewfbury  14,  at  Bruges  or 
Bridgenorth*  16,  at  WorceRer  17,  at  GlouceR°er  18, 
at  Berkley  in  GlouceRcrfliire  ig,  at  BriRol  isi,  at 
Corf  25,  at  Wells  27,  at  Bath  28,  and  on  the  laid 
day  at  Sherborne  in  Dorletfhire,  at  Bradford  2g, 
and  Chipenham  in  WRltflhre  30  ; at  CirenceRer  in 
GlouceRerfhire  September  1,  at  Burford  in  Oxford- 
fl lire  the  2d,  at  Oxford  the  3d,  4th  and  5th,  at 
Reading  the  7th,  at  Sunning  the  8th  ; after  this  at 
Wallingford,  AyleRaury,  Buckingham  and  Bedford  ; 
at  Cambridge  September  16,  at  Clare  in  Suffolk  18, 
at  Clive  or  King’s  CliRe,  in  NorthamptonRiire,  2o, 
at  Rockingham  21,  at  Lincoln  22,  at  Scoter  in  Lin- 
colnRiire  23,  at  Lincoln  28,  and  Oflober  the  iR 
and  2d ; at  Louth  Oclober  the  4th,  at  Grimfby  the 
7 th  and  at  Spalding  the  8th,  at  Lynn  Oftober  g and 
10,  at  Wifbeach  the  12th,  at  Lafibrd  (Sleford)  the 
23th,  on  the  18th  at  Newark,  v\hcre  he  granted  that 
day  a patent  to  F,  de  Breant,  of  the  honor  of  Lu- 
tin,  late  Baldwin’s,  earl  of  Albemarle  ; and  on  OcR. 

1 g he  died  in  the  night  at  this  town. 

Some  hiRorians  relate  that  he  was  poifoned  by  a 
iTionk  of  SwinRcde  abbc)’ ; but  he  feems  by  this 
journal  not  to  have  gone  by  Swinefliead:  it  is  cer- 
tain that  he  was  pafl  that  town  on  the  15th,  and 

was 
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U-as  at  Slcford ; and  it  is  not  to  be  conceived,  bad 
he  been  there  poifoned,  he  could  have  proceeded  to 
Newark,  and  died  there  about  five  days  at  leait  after 
he  had  taken  the  poifoil,  which  killed  (as  is  laid) 
the  monk  who  took  the  fame,  in  a very  fliort  ipace 
of  time. 

The  places  atove-mentioned  where  he  look  refuge 
were  places  of  flrength,  and  had  their  caflles,  where 
as  Swinefiiead  was  no  place  of  defence  or  fecuHty: 
the  daily  fuccefs  of  his  rebellious  barons,  with  Lewis 
the  French  king  s Ion  at  their  head,  his  many  Ioffes 
and  conflant  fatigue,  had  fo  much  impaired  his 
health,  that  if  is  no  wdhder  if  they  haflcned  hr^ 
death,  and  that  he  was  no  longer  able  to  bear  then!. 

Sw'ineflicad  was  a very  rich  and  fpacious  abbey 
in  Lincolnfliire,  the  ruins  of  wdiich  are  Hill  remaiiL 
ing.  Some  hillo'rians  relate,  that  king  John  on  his 
march  from  Lynn,  in  order  to  attack  the  army  ,of 
Lewis,  dauphin  of  France,  aided  by  the  rebellious 
barons,  Idlf,  on  his  croffing  the  waflies  at  an  impro- 
per time  of  the  tide,  all  his  baggage,  provifion,  and 
treafures,  fcarcely  efcaping  with  himfelf  and  his 
troops.  On  his  arrival  at  the  abbey  of  Swiiiefhead, 
(or  as  it  was  formerly  wrote  Swineftead)  he  was  re- 
ceived by  the  abbot  and  monks  with  great  hofpitality, 
who  made  fumptifous  entertainments  for  him,  which 
die  king  obferving,  condemned  their  prodigality,  and 
fwore  “ if  he  lived  one  year  longer,  he  would  make 
“ one  halfpenny  loaf  as  dear  as  twelve.”  Being 
overheard  by  one  of  the  monks,  it  is  faid  he  pre- 
fented  him  w'ith  an  envenomed  cup,  fiill  tafling 
of  it  himfelf,  by  vyhich  he  became  the  wdeked  in- 
flrument  of  his  own  and  his  fovereigu’s  death,  Oc- 
tober ig,  1216.  But  this  account  is  looked  upon 
as  fabulous.  It  is  very  unlikely  the  king  fhould  en-* 

O tcuaiu 
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tcrtain  fuch  ungratefuHemiments  towards  the  abbot 
and  f dal's,  who  liad  To  nobly  received  him:  it  is 
moic  unlikely  that  he  fliould  give  fuch  fentiments 
uttciance,  when  in  diflrefs,  and  taking  refuge  amongfl 

Before  the  king  left  Lynn,  on  this  his  lafl  vifit,  he 
prelented  the  corporation  with  a mod  curious  cup, 
called  at  this  day  Ling  Johns  Cup,  a mod  admired 
]hece  of  antiquity  of  filver,  gilt  with  gold  on  the  in- 
fide,  adorned  with  beautiful  imagery  and  enamelled 
work,  in  the  keeping  of  every  mayor,  ufed  on  cer- 
tain folemn  occafions,  and  diewn  to  gentlemen  as  a 
great  curiofify,  in  memory  of  their  founder  and  great 
bcnefacdor,  filled  with  fack. 

As  for  the  fword,  it  is  believ^ed  that  the  king  gave 
none  to  be  borne  before  the  mayor  j and  Spelmau- 
lias  gn  en  a very  good  reaion  for  it.  It  was,  fa\'s 
he,  an  epilcopal  burgh,  the  bifliop  of  Norwich  be- 
ing lord  of  it,  and  not  a royal  burgh  or  demefne,  and 
there  feems  to  be  proof  that  no  fuch  infignia-belong- 
cd  to  it  in  Henry  IV.’s  time,  but  was  a grant  from 
king  Henry  V. 

The  mayor  is  annually  defied  on  the  fead  of  St. 
jolin,  Augud  2g,  and  fworn  into  his  office  on  Sep- 
tember 2g  ; at  which  time  he_^  gives  an  elegant  enter- 
tainment to  the  corporation  and  the  county  gentle- 
men and  ladies  in  the  neighbourhood.  At  this  fead 
king  John’s  cup,  after  dinner,  is  handed  to  the  mayor, 
who  prefents  it  to  his  predeceffor ; he  takes  off"  die 
lid,  and  drinks  the  king’s  health ; the  late  mayor 
then  places  the  lid  on  the  cup,  and  after  certain  ce- 
remonies of  turning  the  cup  round,  the  mayor  deli- 
vers it  to  the  late  mayor,  and  with  the  faiue  cere- 
monies it  paffes  down  the  mayor’s  table ; from  thence 
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it  is  carried  to  the  mavorefs  and  die  laches.^  This 
form  is  alone  fandified  by  cullom  immemorial ; for 
politenefs  would  di£late  to  have  ' the  cup  carried  to 
the  ladies  firfl. 

As  to  the  fword  now  carried  before  the  mayor, 
and  fuppofed  to  have  been  the  gift  of  king  John, 
taken  from  his  own  fide,  as  the  infcription  upon  it 
imports , 

- Enfis  hie  Donum  fuil  Regis  Joannis  a Jiio  ipftus  la- 
tere datum. 

Various  are  the  opinions  of  hihorians,  but  the 
moll  probable  is,  that  it  was  given  to  the  corpora- 
tion bv  king  Henry  VHI.  when  the  town  coming 
into  his  polTeflion,  and  ever  fince  called  Lynn  Regis, 
or  King’s  Lynn,  he  granted  them  a charter,  and  al- 
lowed them  many  pri\'ileges. 

Sir  Henry  Spelman  fays,  that  he  was  affured  by 
the  town-clerk  of  Lynn,  in  the  year  1630,  that  the 
iivord-bearer  of  Lynn  in  the  reign  of  queen  Eliza- 
beth, 15 So,  procured  the  above  infcription  from  the 
fchoolmaller  of  Lynn,  as  one  fide  of  die  hilt  ivas 
plain,  and  had  it  engraved  thereon. 

It  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  any  king  could  wear 
fuch  a fword  by  his  fide,  but  it  might  haye  been 
brought  him,  and  put  to  his  fide,  for  the  exprefs  pur- 
pofe  of  prefenting  it  to  the  mayor  on  forae  particu- 
lar occafion,  and  therebv  rendering  the  gift  more 
honourable  to  the  corporation. 

^ Befides  this  fword  of  antiquity,  four  filver  maces, 
gilt,  are  carried  before  the  mayor  on  all  procelhons, 
and  in  tlicfe,  witb  the  fword,  the  prefent  regalia 
confift. 

0 ? 
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wo  wo 


JS8  HUNDRED  AND  HALF 

On  tlje  29th  of  Augufh  the  mayor  calls  a hall  fijr 
the  eleaion  of  a fuccelfor,  who  is  chofe  by  the  com- 
mon council,  as  the  common  council  are  by  the 
court  of  aldermen  ; but  if  any  difpute  fliould  arife, 
and  the  mayor  Qiould  break 'up  the  hall  alfembly,’ 
the  common  council  may  fit  down  upon  the  fleps  of 
the  hall  and  choofe  a mayor,  if  ten  out  of  the  eigh- 
teen are  unanimous,  and  this  ele£lion  the  court  qf 
aldermen  cannot  controvert. 

The  corporation  confifls  of  a mayor,  a recorder, 
twelve  aldennen,  and  eighteen  common  council 
men.  The  eleftion  for  reprefentatives  in  parliament 
is  in  the  whole  body  of  the  freemen  at  large,  and 
the  mayor  for  the  time  being  is  retuiping  officer. 

The  following  is  a correft  lifi;  of  mayors  of  this 
antient  borough  from  Henry  III.  the  mayors  in  t|ie 
reign  of  king' John  being  uncertain. 


John  Coflyn, 

de  St.  Omer, 


M A Y O R S,  fans  date. 
O B E R T,  fon  of 
Ranulph 
Gilbert, 

Robert, 

Adam  L’EfpIe, 

William  de  Caiicton, 


James, 

Robert  de  London, 
James  de  Beauvreys, 
James  de  Be\'ate, 


HENRY  III. 

A.  R.  ''  A.  D. 

52  1268  ■ 

5'3  1269 

54  Andrew  1270 

5 James  de  Belvaco  1271 

G Robert  de  London  1272 


This  prince  died  November  26. 
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I 

EDWARD  I. 

A.  R. 

1 — r 

2 

2 Adam  . ^ 

4 — r— 

5 — “ 

6  — 

7 

S Adam  de  Sco’  Edmundo  t— 

g John  de  Hifpania  — 

10  William  de  Lindfeye  

1 1 • — 

12  Adam  de  San6to  Ed.  Homero  — 

13  John  de  St.  Omcr 

14  Adam  de  Sanflo  Edmundo  — 

15  ^ 

1 6 Peter  de  Thurendipe  r- 


18  John  de  Hifpanici.  

ig  Hugh  4e  Maffingham  

John  de  Hifpania  ' 

21  Hugh  de  Maffingham  

22  Thomas  de  Wainflet  

23  John  de  Merlowe  - — — 

24  de  Hifpania  

25  Flugh  de  Maffingham  

26  Thomas  de  Wainflet  

27  John  de  Merlowe  

28  The  fame  

29  Richard  de  Ger\'efton  

30  John  de  Leycefter  

31  de  Thurendine,  or  Thorndeyn 

32  Thomas  de  Wainflet  

33  Jeffrey  Drew  

34  Thomas  de  Sedgeford  

This  prince  died  July  7. 


A.  D. 

1273 

1274 

1275 

1 276 

1277 

1 278 

1279 
1 2S0 
1 28^ 

1 282 

1283 

1284 
iqSk 
1286 

■ 1287 
12S8 
• 1289 

1 290 

1291 

1292 

1293 

12Q4 

1295 

1296 

1297 

1298 

1299 

1300 

1301 

1302 

J303 

1304 

’ 5^5 
1306 


EDWARD 
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EDWARD  II 

A.  R. 

1 Lambert  de  St.  Homero  — 

2 Thomas  de  Sedgeford  

5 Peter  de  Thurendine,  or  Thornden 

4 Richard  Houpman  

3 John  de  Merlowe  . 

6 Lambert  de  St.  Homero  

7 The  fame  

8 The  fame  

9 John  de.Thornhegge  - 

10  The  fame  

1 1 Peter  de  Elmham  

3 2 Robert  de  WaKingham  

13  Peter  de  Elmham  

34  John  de  Thornhegge  • - , 

3.5  William  de  Frauncys  ' 

3 6 The  fame  _ 

37  John  de  Svverdeflon  

t S The  fame  — 

3 9 de  Thornhegge  — 

20  de  Rurghaid  

Thu  prince  died  'January  23. 


A.  D. 

1307 

130S 

1310 

1311 
3312 

13H 

1315 

1 316 

1317 

3318 

13*9 

1320 

1321 
3322 

^323 

1324 

J325 

132b 


1 

2 

3 

4 

.5 

b 

7 

8 

9 

3 o 

1 1 

12 


EDWARD 

John  de  Swerdefton 

deMalfingham,  or  John 

John  de  Thornhegge 

de  Svverdeflon 

de  Burghard 

The  lame  

William  de  Sedffeford 

O 

Adam  de  Wallbken  — 

William  de  Sedgeford 
John  de  Svverdeflon  — 

John  de  Burghard 
'lliomas  de  Melcheburne 


III. 

1327 

deCocksford  332S 
3329 


J33? 

’332 

1333 

1334 

1335 
L836 
L337 
J33S 

13 
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13  John  de  Cokesford  ^339 

14  William  dc  Bruiton,  or  Biinton  134® 

Hugo  de  Beale,  or  Beteley  * 134^ 

16  Adam  de  W^alfoken  134^ 

17  John  de  MalTinghara  ^343 

1 8 Thomas  Drue  ^ ^ 344 

ig  John  de  Cokesford  ^ ^345 

20  de  Swerdedon  *34^ 

21  de  Maffinghain  — ' — ■ _ ^347 

22  deCoutfhall,  and  Robert  de  Cocking  134S 

?3  Robert  Braunch  ^349 

94  Thomas  Rightwis  *35® 

2',  William  de  Bittcring  ■ *35* 

26  The  fame  *352 

27  .The  fame,  and  John  de  Coutfliall  *353 

28  William  de  Swanton  — *354 

29  John  de  Coutfliall  .,*355 

30  riiomas  de  Botehcfliam *35^ 

31  John  Urey  ^ 1357 

32  William  Bittering  ' - *35  8 

33  Robert  Braunch  *359 

34  Simon  de  Gunton  *360 

35  d’homas  Drue  *361 

36  Thomas  de  Botelielliam  *362 

37  Simon  de  Gunton  *363 

38  John  de  Coutfliall  * ’ *3^4 

39  'William  de  Bittering  *365 

40  'John  de  Fincham  *3 66 

41  Thomas  Drewe  *367 

42  Thomas  de^Botehefham  *368 

43  John  de  Bmnham,  or  Burnham  *369 

44  Henry  de  Cove  *370 

45  Jeffrey  Talboth  i3yi 

'46  John  de  Dockiilg  *372 

47  Edmund  de  Franfham  • *372 

48  Robert  Attela'the  1374 

49  Richard 
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4g  Richard  Houghton  

50  John  de  Finchara  

'This  Prince  died  June  21. 
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1376 
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2 

n 

o 

4 

6 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

1 1 

12 

J3 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 


1 

s 

3 

4 
3 
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John  de  Brunham  

The  fame  _ 

Jeffrey  Talboth  

John  Warr^m  

Ro^er  Paxraan  — _ 

Henry  Betele  

Thomas  Cmflion,  or  Curfon 

John  Warryn  

de  Brunharri  

de  Warryn 

Thoraa^  de  Coutfliall  

Roger  Paxrnan  

Thomas  de  Coutfliall  ' 

Edmund  Belletere  

John  de  Brunham  — ^ 

Thomas  Drue  

Coutfliall  — 

Edmund  Belletere  

Robert  Botchefliain  

John  W^ace  — — : 

Thomas  Waterden  

Drue  — = — 

This  Prince  died  September  29. 


^37/ 

1378 

1379 

1380 

1381 

1382 

138J 

1384 

^385 

1386 

1387 

1388 

J389 

1390 

1391 

1392 

^393 

'394 

'395 

'39& 

'397 

'398 
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Edmund  Belletere 
John  de  Wentworth 

The  fame  

Thomas  Brigge 
Robert  Botehefliam 
Tliomas  Waterden 


r w. 

^399 

1400 

1401 

— 1402 

1403 

■ . 1404 

7 John 
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A.  R.  1 

7 Tohn  de  Wentworth 

8 Robert  de  Brunham 
q Thomas  Brigge 

10  John  Brandon 

1 1 The  fame 

1 2 Robert  de  Botchefliam. 

IQ  Roger  Gallyon  ' “ 

U Bartholomew  Pettipas  — 

T/tis  Prince  died  March  20. 
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1405 

1406 

1407 

1408 

1409 

1410 

141 1 

1412 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
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Bartholometv  Pettipas  \ ' 

John  Lakenhithc,  cht.  Robert  Brunham 

Thomas  Hunt  “ 

John  Weafenham  

William  Hunderpound  — ^ 

Thomas  Hunt  • 

John  Weafenham 

Spicer 

The  fame 


This  Prince  died  Augiijl 


Q 1 


1413 

14  H 

1413 

1416 

1417 
141 S 
14  U3 

1420 

1421 


_H  E N R ^ 

1 John  Spicer  ■ ' ^42=? 

0 — — Permenter  ■ , , 

2 The  fame  — ^4^4 

4 'John  Thoi^ifby  — ' — ^ 

3 Philip  Frank  

'6  John  Permenter  ..  ^4^7 

7 The  fame  . 1428 

8 Richard  Waterden,  ob.  John  Weafenham  1429 

9 dhomas  Warlleacl  H3° 

10  John  Permenter  H3^ 

11  Bvcckupp,  or  Brighteyve  1432 

1 2 Fhomas  Botehefham  ^433 

1 3 — — Burgh  — ■ — ^434 

P H-  14  John 
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A.  R. 

*4  John  Waryn  "'  . 

L5  William  Palmer,  ob.  John  Permcnter 
ih  Thomas  Salifbuiy  

1 7 The  fame  

’ 8 Henry  Thorifby  - 

*9  John  Aflienden  

2 0 Sim.  Scotland  ’ 

2 1 Henry  Thorifby  

2 2 The  fame  ' 

23  William  Kirton,  oh.  John  Warvn 

24  Thomas  SaWbury  ^ 

2 5 John  Pygot  

26  Sim.  Scotland  

27  Thomas  Talbotli  

25  Richard  Frank  

29  William  Lewis  

30  T.'he  lame  — 

31  John  Gedneye"  

32  Walter  Cony  “ 

33  Sim.  Pygot  — 

34  Scotland  

35  Henry  Thorifby  

36  Thomas  Talboth  < 

37  Jo^^o  Nicholfon  

38  The  fame  — 

39  Walter  Cony  

This  Prince  died  March  4. 
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1436 

H37 

1438 

H39 
• 1440 

1441 

1442 

H43 

1444 

H45 

1446 

M47 

1448 

H49 

1450 

1451 
1432 
H33 
H54 

H55 

1456 

1457 

1458 

M39 

14C0 


EDWARD 

1 William  Pilton  — 

2 Sim.  Baxter  — 

3 Edmund  Wchhorpe 

4 V\  illiam  Cawes  — 

3 The  fame  — 

6 Henry  Birmingham 

7 Ralph  Geyion  — 


IV. 

— 1461 

— 1462 

1463 

— 1464 

— 1465 

— 1466 

— 1467 
8 Whlliaiu 


A.  . 
8 

R* 

William  Pilton  — 

' A.  D. 
—V  146S 

Q 

Walter  Cony  — 

— 1409 

10 

Edmund  WefUiorpe 

— 1470 

1 1 

Henry  Bermingliam 

— 1471 

12 

The  lame  — 

— 1472 

William  Wales  . — 

— 1473 

14 

Walter  Cony  — 

— 1474 

J 3 

William  Nicholfon 

— 1475 

16 

Thomas  Leighton 

- — , 1476 

17 

j8 

T horifbv 

— 1477 

Edmund  Weflhorpe 

— 1478 

19 

John  Burbage  — 

^ 1479 

20 

William  Marfli  — 

■ : I4SO 

21 

The  fame  — 

I4SI 

22 

Thomas  Thorifby 

1482 

This  Prince  died  April  g. 

f 

E D W A R D V. 
This  Prince  died  June  22. 

RICHARD  in. 


1 

Robert  Pilly  — — 

• 1483 

2 

Thomas  Wright 

14S4 

This  Prince  died  Xovember  22. 

~H  E N R r VIE 

1 

John  Tilly 

1485 

2 

Richard  Goodvvyn  — : r; 

i486 

3 

Robert  Pilly  

1487 

4 

1488 

5 

Gryndell  . ? 

1489 

6 

The  fame  ■. 

>1490 

7 

Robert  PowditcR  - — ^ 

1491 

8 

Thomas  Wright 

1492 

9 

Edward  Rowfey  

1493 

P 2 10 

William 

jg6 

A.  R. 
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15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 


1 

2 

o 

O 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

1 1 

12 

13 

H 

16 

17 

18 


William  x\mflys 
The  fame 
John  Palmer 
Robert  Trew 
John  Taylour 
Thomas  Deye 
Andrew  Wuley 
Sira.  Baxter 
Thomas  Thorifby 
John  Palmer 
William  Trew 
William  G er\-y 
Andrew  Wuley 
Pvobcrt  Gerves 
John  Burdy 


This  Prince  died  April  22. 

H E J\f  R Y VIII. 

John  Grendell 

Thomas  Wych’  — 

The  fame  — 

John  Davy  — _ 

Richard  Bewflierc  

Robert  Soame  

John  Grendell,  fen.  

Robert  Amflet,  fen.  

Thomas  Leighton  

William  Gerves,  alias  CaiUe 
Robert  Gerves  — — 

Thomas  Miller  or  Milner 
The  fame  — _ 

The  fame  — _ — 

The  fame  — — 

John  Grendell  — 

Thomas  Leighton  

Chrillopher  Brokebank  — 


'9 
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49.5 

496 

497 

498 

499 

1300 

1301 
1502 
1303 

^504 

405 

1306 

407 

1508 


1509 
1310 
15 1 1 
1312 

413 

44 

44 

1516 

417 

418 

4>9 

1520 

1521 

422 

423 

424 
423 

426 

Robert 
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A.R. 

19  Robert  Soame  1527 

20  lohn  Water  • ^528 

21  Thomas  Miller ^6^9 

22  Richard  Bewfliere  ^53® 

23  John  Power  1.53  ^ 

24  Robert  Amfles  -r— : — ^532 

25  Parniytour  ^ ^533 

26  Seagrave  • - ^534 

27  Thomas  Water  ^535 

28  Leighton  ^53^ 

29  William  Hall  ^ — 1537 

30  Richard  Bewfliere  1538 

31  William  Hall  1.539 

32  Edward  Baker,  ob.  Edward  Newton  1540 

33  Henry  Duplack  — : 1341 

34  William  Kenette  1542 

35  Richard  Hunftan  1543 

36  Robert  Soame  — ^ 1544 

37  Jeffrey  Stele,  alias  Style  — 1545 

38  Thomas  Miller  154S 

This  Prince  died  January  28. 

' EDWARD  VI. 

1 William  Overend  1547 

2 John  Macanter  1548 

3 Ralph  Downes  1 349 

4 Edward  Baker  ^ 155® 

5 Thomas  Waters  1551 

6 Greg.  Revely  1552 

This  Prince  died  July  6. 

Queen  MART. 

1 Robert  Palmer  1553 

2 Henry  Duplack  — ^ 1554 

3 Robert  Mowthe  i555 

4 Ralph  Downes  1 556 

5  Henry 
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A.  R.  2) 

5 Henry  Bleifby,  oh.  William  Ovcrend,  cb. 

or  Overton  1557 

6 W^illiam  Overton,  ob.  Xhomas  Waters  1558 

This  pnncejs  died  November  1 7 . 

Qu^tn  E L 1 X,A  B E r H. 

1 Robert  Gervis,  oh.  Chriflopher  Graunt  1559 

2 John  Pell  1^60 

3 Macanter  1561 

4 Kynnc  1562 

5 Grebby  1563 

6 Robert  Hulyer  1564 

7 Richard  Spence  — 1565 

8 Robert  Gervis  1 

9 Thomas  Grave  ^ — - 1567 

10  Greg.  Baker  13 68 

31  Francis  Shaxton  1569 

1 2 Edward  W atei  s 1570 

13  Robert  Hulyer  — 1371 

34  John  Kynne,  oh.  John  Grebby  1572 

15  T'homas  Claybornc  15 73 

16  Grave  1574 

37  Chriftopher  Graunt  1575 

iS  Gregory  Baker  1576. 

39  John  Ditchfield  — ■ — 1577 

20  Robert  Hulyer  ' 15  7 8 

31  Thomas  Overend  15  79 

22  Francis  Shaxton  1580 

23  William  Killingtree  3381 

24  John  Grebby  1582 

25  Richard  Clarke  1583 

26  Thomas  Grave  1584 

27  Robert  Hulyer  , 1385' 

28  Thomas  Boflon  1586 

29  SendyJl  1387 

30  John  Nellon  13SS 

31  Seth 
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31  Seth  Hawley  15^9 

(^2  Henry  Vilett  * 159® 

og  Peter  Cartwright  ^ 159I 

c>4  Thomas  Clayborne  159* 

33  William  Gurlyn  . 1593 

36  Thomas  Eofloil  1594 

37  William  Hoo  — ^ — 1595 

38  John  Baflfet  159b 

39  Seth  Hawley  1597 

40  Thomas  Baker-  15 9^ 

41  Henry  Vilett  1599 

42  William  Gurlvrt  1600 

43  Thomas  Sandill  i6oi 

44  Thomas  Gibfon  4602 

This  Princefs  died  March  24. 

\ 

J A M E S L 

1 John  Spence  1603 

2 Kercher  — — 1604 

3 Matthew  Clarke  ^ 1603 

4 John  Clarke  — ^ — 1606 

5 Atkin  — . 1607 

6 Thomas  Sandyll  • 1608 

7 John  Wallys  1600 

8 — Ballet  ■ i6io 

9 Thomas  Soame 1611 

10  Gibfon  1612 

11  Matthew  Clarke  1613 

12  John  Spencer  1(^14 

13  Atkin  ,5,^ 

14  — — Wallis  ,5/5 

15  Richard  Stonham  i5iy 

lb  William  Doughty  i(5j3 

17  — Atkin  

18  Thomas  Soame  1520 

19  Thomas  Gurlyn  i^ai 

20  4 homas 

t 

\ 
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a:  r.  a.  d. 

20  Thomas  Snelling,  ob,  John  Wallis  1622 

21  Edward  Hargrave  1623 

2^2  Gregory  Gurnall  - 1624 

This  Prince  died  March  27. 

CHARLES  L' 

, I Whlliam  Doughty  1625 

2 Thomas  Grinncll  1626 

3 Jofliua  Greene  1627 

4 Thomas  Mylner  ' 1628 

3 Soame  ■'  ' 1629 

6 John  Perceval  ^630 

7 W allis  1631 

8 JBartholomew  Wormell  163a 

9 William  Doughty  1633 

10  Thomas  Gurlyn  1634 

11  John  May  — ' — 1635 

12  Thomas  Grinnell  ; 1636 

13  Jofhua  Greene  ' 1637 

14  Thomas  Mylner,  ob.  John  Perceval  1638 

13  Thomas  Toll  1639 

16  William  Doughty  _ 1640 

17  Thomas  Nellbn  1641 

18  Thomas  Gurlyn  1642 

ig  Edmund  Hudlon  — — 1643 

20  John  May  1644 

21  Edward  Robinfon  1645 

-22  Thomas  Toll  — ■ 1646 

23  Elias  Porter  1647 

24  Thomas  Slany,  ob.  Nathaniel  Maxey  1648 

Docollalur  January  30. 

CHARLES  II. 

1 Thomas  Revet,  1649 

2 Bartholomew  Wormell  — 1630 

% lonas  Scott  — — — >631 

4 JoQuia 


V. 
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4 Joflma  Greene  

5 John  Balfett  — = — 

6 /I’hoinas  Greene  — 

7  Toll  

8 Robert  Thon'owgood  

9 Benjamin  Holly  

10  Henry  Bell  

1 1 Joflma  Greeil  — — , 

12  John  Bafl'et  — 

13  Walter  Kirby  

14  John  Bird  ^ 

1 5 William  Wharton  

16  Thomas  Greene  

17  Benjamin  Holly  — ^ 

18  Matthias  Twells  

19  Thomas  Robinfon  

20  \V'^alter  Kirbv  

21  Edmund  Abbot  

22  Henry  Bell  1 — 

23  Daniel  Goodwin  , 

24  Seth  Hawley  

25  John  Hamond  

26  Thomas  Greene,  olf.  Simon  Taylor 

27  Edward  Bromly  

28  Thomas  Thetford  

29  Arthur  Eveling  

30  John  Turner  , — 

31  Gyles  Bridgman  

32  Edmund  TalTell  

33  Simon  Taylor  

34  Henry  C hennery  

35  Benjamin  Keene  

36  Edmund  Hooke  - 

37  Edward  Bodham  

T'/tis  Prince  died  February  6. 


A.D. 

1652 

1653 

1654 

1655 

1656 

1657 

1658 

1^59 

1660 

1661 

1662 

1663 

1664 

1 665 

1666 

1667 

1668 

1669 

1670 

1671 

1672 

1673 

1674  , 

1675 

1676 
1677- 

1678 

1679 

1 680 

1681 

1682 

1683 

1684 

1685 
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JAMES 
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JAMES  II. 

A.  R.  . A.  D. 

1 John  Kidd  1686 

2 Robert  Span'ow,  expelled  per  mandate.  John 

Davy  1687 

Cyprian  Anderfon  168S 

Robert  Payne  1689 

This  Prince  abdicated. 

WILLIAM  III. 

1 Henry  Framingham  1 6go 

2 William  i.ihftead,  oh.  Sir  John  Turner  i6gi 

3 Flenry  Bell  — 1692 

4 William  Holly  1^93 

5 Charles  Turner  1694 

' 6 Edmund  Hooke  1^95 

7 Robert  Sparrow  1696 

8 John  Kidd  — 1^97 

g C\  prian  Anderfon  1 bgS 

10  Robert  Awborn  — i^gg 

11  Henry  Framingham  . 1700 

This  Prince  died  March  1. 

Quec7i  A JV'  JV  E. 

1 Benjamin  Keen  1701 

2 John  Turner  1702 

3 Henry  Bell  * ^703 

4 John  Turner  1704 

3 Charles  Whaits  17°5 

6 John  Turner  1706 

7 William  Holly,  ob.  Robert  Awborn  1707 

8 Henry  Chennery  170S 

g John  Greene  1709 

I o Berney  1710 

I I Bagge  1711 

. 1 2 Charles  Greene  1 7 1 2^ 

13  Edmund  Rolfe  ' ^7*3 

This  Princejs  died  Att^uji  1. 
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1 Charles  Keen  ^ 7 H 

2 John  Turner  ^7 ’5 

3 Samuel  Browne  . ^ 7 ^ 

4 James  Boardman  ^7^7 

5 Daniel  Scarlet  ^ 7 ^ ^ 

6 Thomas  Robotom  ^^9 

7 Edmund  Rolfe  1720 

8 John  Goodwin  

g Rkhard  Harwich  ‘ 17^^ 

10  William  Allen  ^7^3 

11  John  Turner,  jun.  17^4 

12  Weblin,  — 17^3 

j.  _l_Kidd  — — 1726 

This  Prince  died  June  1 1 . 

/ 

GEORGE  It. 

1 Thomas  Allen  172/ 

2 John  Goodwyn 172S 

Andrew  Taylor  17^9 

Charles  Haiwick  ^73® 

John  Bagge  - ^73^ 

John  Farthing  1732 

7 Samuel  Browne  ^733 

8 John  Turner,  fen.  ' ^734 

9 William  Exton  ^733 

JO  John  Goodwyn,  jun.  — ^73® 

11  John  Turner,  jun.  ^737 

12  John  Goodwyn,  fen.  ^73^ 

13  William  Bagge  1739 

14  John  Cary  — 174® 

15  Samuel  Browne,  0^.  Benjamin  Nuthall  1741 

16  Edward  Everard  174^ 

17  Thomas  Sommerlby  - — ‘ — ■ ^743 

18  Walter  Kirby  ■■■  ■■  ■-  — ^744 

ig  Philip  Cafe  — ■—  ^745 

' ^2  20  Andrevy 
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A.  R. 

20  Andrew  Pigge  

2 1 W'^aker  Robert  fon  

2  2 Sir  John  Turner  - 

23  John  Goodwyn  . - 

24  William  Exton 

25  William  Bagge  

26  William  Mixlbn  

27  John  Wilfon  — 

28  John  Cary  — ' 

29  William  Langley  

30  George  Pattelbn  

31  Benjamin  Nuthall  

32  Edward  Everard  — 

33  Charles  Turner  — 

34  Thomas  Sommerfby  

This  Prince  died  Odlober  2K. 
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1746 

1747 

1748 

1749 
U50 

1751 

1752 
^ 75.8 

1754  ' 

U.'}5  , 

1756 

1757 

1758 

U59 

1760 


GEORGE  III. 

1 Walter  Robertfon  

2 Thomas  Aldcrfon  

3 James  Robertfon  

4 , Philip  Cafe  — 

3  John  Cary  — 

6 William  Langley  =— 

7 Charles  Turner  

8 Sir  John  Turner  - 

9 Samuel  Browne  

10  George  Hogg  — ’ ' 

1 1 Maxey  Allen  ; — 

1 2 Edward  Everard 

13  Thomas  Sommerfby,  jun. 

14  John  Cary,  jun.  

15  William  Bagge  

16  Thomas  Alderfon  — 

1 7 Philip  Cafe  — 

1 8 Thomas  Bagge  


] 761 
] 762 

J763 

1764 

1765 

1766 

1767 
176S 

1769 

1770 

1771 

1772 

1773 

1774 

U75 

1776 

1777 

1778 
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Lynn  was  always  a town  of  great  commerce,  as 
it  is  at  this  day ; the  harbour  is  capable  of  contain- 
ing two  hundred  fliips.  It  has  been  alfo  a place  of 
great  flrcngth,  and  is  capable  of  being  made  fo 
now.  It  is  fortified  by  a deep  ditch,  and  walls  lor 
the  greateft  part  of  it,  and  there  are  remains  of  en- 
trenchments all  around  it.  Preparatory  to  the  re- 
lloratiori  of  king  Charles  II.  it  was  fortified  afreflr 
by  fir  Horatio  Townflicnd,  anceftor  to  the  prefent 
lord  vifeount  Townfhend,  of  Rainham,  who  was 
created  a baron  by  king  Charles  II.  for  his  loyal 
lervices,  by  the  fiile  and  title  of  baron  of  King’s 
Lynn,  to  which  the  motto  born  in  their  arms  by 
this  .noble  family  alludes  : 

“ Hcec  Gerieri  Incremmta  Tides," 

\ 

In  the  grand  rebellion  againll  Charles  L in  the 
year  1643,  the  mayor  and  burgefles  defended  the 
town  agamfl;  the  earl  of  Manchefier  for  fome  time, 
and  held  it  for  the  king  againft  an  army  of  eighteen 
thoufand  men,  and  fullained  a feige  of  three  weeks 
with  great  bravery  ; but  not  being  fupported  by  the 
carl  ol  Newcaflle,  ^v■ho  lay  near  Lincoln  with  an 
equal  number  of  troops,  and  having  applied  to  him, 
in  vain  for  relief,  they  were  obliged  to  furrender  and 
make  the  bcfl  terms  they  could.  It  does  not  appear 
that  the  garrifon,  which  confifled ' of  the  burgeffes 
and  inhabitants,  reinforced  by  the  country  gcntle-> 
men  in  the  neighbourhood,  with  eight  troops  of 
horfe  and  eight  companies  of  foot,  could  amount  to 
moie  than  five  tfiottland  men  in  armi. 


St. 
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St.  Mx\RGARET’s  CHURCH  and  PRIORY. 

This  church  and  priory  were  founded  by  Herbert 
bifliop  of  Norwich,  in  the  reign  of  king  William  II. 
and  dedicated  to  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  St.  Margaret,  and 
all  the  maiden  faints.  In  the  reghler  of  Hoxne  pri- 
ory, in  Suffolk,  it  appears  by  the  deed  and  grant  of 
this  bifliop,  that  the  laid  church  and  priory  w'ere 
built  by  him  at  the  requeft  of  the  men  of  the  town 
of  Lynn,  and  to  perform  this  the  better,  he  granted 
an  indulgence  of  forty  days  pardon  to  all  who  fliould 
contribute  to  it-;  appointed  that  all  tithes  and  eccle- 
fiaftical  dues  of  the  whole  village,'  fliould  be  paid  to 
this  church,  which  he  appropriated  to  the  piiory, 
and  had  it  confirmed  by  the  pope. 

This  priory  was  fubordinate  to  the  priory  of  the 
Holy  Trinity  at  Norwich,  founded  alfo  by  Herbert, 
and  w'as  a cell  to  it. 

This  being  made  a cell  to  the  priory  of  Norwich, 
that  houfe  appointed  a monk  of  their  body  to  be 
prior  here  at  Lynn,  who  appears  to  be  rclponfible 
to  the  priory  of  Nonvich  for  the  rents  and  profits  he 
received,  and  feems  to  be  remov'able  at  pleafurc. 

John  de  Grey,  bifliop  of  Norwich,  confirmed  to 
the  monks  of  Norwich,  the  church  of  St.  Margaret, 
with  the  chapel  of  St.  James  and  St.  Nicholas,  and 
the  church  at  Minding,  and  his  tithes  of  Gaywood, 
8cc. 

The  priory  of  St.  Margaret’s  was  on  the  fouth 
fide  of  St.  Margaret’s  church.  After  the  difl'olution 
of  it,  it  was  partly  pulled  dowui,  to  enlarge  the 
church-yard:  part  of  it  is  flill^  flanding,  and  the 
lane  adjoining  retains  the  namc'of  the  Priory  Lane. 
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John  de  Grey,  bifliop  of  Norwich,  by  deed  dated 
on  the  fame  day  and  year  with  the  exchange  of 
lands  between  him  and  the  prior  and  convent  of 
Norwich,  appropriated  the  church  of  St.  Margaret 
to  the  convent  of  Norwich,  viz. 

OMNIB;  fanEla  ecclefia  matris  Jilijs,  Johannu  Dtj 
gratici  J\''or'Wicet^is  epijcopus,  Jalulem:  J\ove>il  wiivei- 
Jilas  x'ejira  nos  divina  pietatis  intuitu  concejjijfe,  et  p'  fen- 
ti  ckarta  corifinnc^c  dilcSfis  Jiliis  nojlns  Manachis  Js'‘or~ 
wic.  ecclefiam  Stce.  Margaretcs  de  Lenn,  cum  ommh; 
jpiritualib ; ad  earn  peHinentih ; tarn  in  decvms,  qiiam  m 
oblaLionib;  et  allijs  omnib ; obventionib ; Jpiritualib;  cum 
capellis  Juis,  Jcil.  St.  Jacobi  ct  St.  McolaJ  in  pro- 
prios  ufus  in  perpetuum  pojfidendam,  the.  Et  cccljiam 
de  Minding,  cum  omnib;  ad  earn  pertinentih;  et  omnes 
decirnas  de  dominio  nojiro  de  Gaywood,  prater  tllas  qua 
ad  ecclejam  Sta  Fidis  de  Gaywood  pertinent,  ita  ut  fa- 
ciant  in  prcedidlis  ecclcfijs  et  capellis  minijlrari  competen- 
ter  p.  capellanos  Juos,  p.  rationabili  voluntaie  fua  amo- 
vendos  et  admittendos,  et  ita  qd.  nulli,  niji  foli  epijcopo 
in  curia  fua  propria  Ji  voluerit  and  ufus  fuos  (fcuti  in 
alijs  manerijs  fuis  habet)  liceat  infra  parochias  p'diSlar. 
ecclefiarum  de  Lenn  et  Minding,  capellam  altquam  pra-^ 
ter  afdhoritatem  epifcopalem,  confenfum  prioris  et  con- 
ventus  monaclior.  et  fi  quoe  conflniSl  a fuerit  in  proprios 
ufus  cedat  manachorum. 

The  church  of  St.  Margaret  was  built,  probably, 
on  the  fcite  of  fome  old  church  there,  but  whether 
that  old  church  was  alfo  dedicated  to  St.  Margaret 
is  not  certain: 

An  order  from  the  mayor,  8cc.  anno  36th  of 
Henry  VI.  to  build  the  bell  tower  of  St.  Margarefs 
church. 

O 4 
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The  impropriation  of  this  church  being  purchafcd 
by  the  corporation  of  Lynn,  from  the  bihioprick  of 
Norwich,  at  the  general  dilTolution  of  the  monaflc- 
ries,  there  is  now  no  revenue  belonging  to  it,  favc 
only  fome  few  annuities,  which  arc  applied  to  the 
j-epairs  thereof,  and  are  as  follows  ; 

£.  s.  d. 

An  annuity  granted  to  this  church  by  the 

corporation  - - _ ^ 6 8 

Another  granted  out  of  Paradice  Garden  600 

Another  granted  out  of  certain  houfes  at 

the  north  end  of  Codlin  Lane  - o 6 8 

Another  panted  out  of  certain  tenements 
near  Littleport  Bridge,  (now  demolifli- 
ed)  the  gift  of  Mr.  Kennet,  to  the 
church  - r - ' _ 050 

Notwithhanding  this  the  dean  and  chapter  of 
Norwich  ftill  retain  their  ancient  right,  and  privi- 
leges as  formerly,  of  prefenting  a curate  or  minifler 
to  this  church,  who  as  fuch,  is  obliged  to  perform, 
or  caufe  to  be  performed,  all  divine  offices,  both 
here  and  at  the  chapel,  for  which  feryices  he  is  en- 
titled to  receive  the  furplice  fees  for  chriflenings, 
marriages,  burials,  &c,  as  alfo  all  other  percylfitcs 

thereunto  belonging,  as  herbage,  dolefiffi,  &c, 

\ 

But  the  preachers  (who  are  fliled  and  accounted 
le^lurers)  are  chofen  and  appointed  by  the  corpora- 
tion, who  gentroufly  allow  to  each  a certain  falary  of 
ipol,  per  ann,  which  is  paid  tlicm  by  the  chamber- 
lain  for  the  time  being,  without  any  trouble  or  in- 
cumberance  whatfoever ; and  note,  they  liave  this 
further  advantage  in  it,  which  makes  it  the  more 
valuable,  that  this  preferment  does  po  ways  difqua- 
lify  or  incapacitate  them  from  holding  other  livings, 
with  the  cure  of  fouls, 
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Tlie  prcfent  leflurers  are  the  Rev.  Charles'  Bago:e. 
J).  D.  and  the  Rev.  Briggs  Cary,  who  alternately 
preach  evcTW  Sunday  at  St.  IVIargaret  s and  the  cha- 
pel of  St.  IShcholas. 

St.  Margaret’s  church  before  the  year  1741,  was 
one  of  the  largeft  parochial  churches  in  Itngland, 
having  a nave  and  three  very  fpacious  ifles  ; with  a 
lanthorn  over  the  crofs  ifle : there  were  two  towers, 
one  of  which  was  ornamented  with  a lofty  fpjre, 
the  other  contained  a ring  of  eight  bellg.  This  lafl 
tower  is  ftill  remaining,  but  the  fpire  was  blown 
down  in  a violent  gale  of  wind  in  September  1741, 
and  falling  upon  the  body  of  the  church  deftroyed 
the  middle  ille,  leaving  the  chancel  only  handing. 
This  fpire  was  two  hundred  and  fifty-eight  feet  high, 
and  the  breadth  of  the  old  church  was  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-two  feet.  The  church  is  rebuilt, 
but  the  new  church  is  contrafted;  there  are  hill 
three  illes,  and  a handfome  gallery  over  the  north 
ifle.  A new  organ  has  been  ereded  at  the  wch 
end,  with  many  harmonious  hops  in  it,  one  in  par- 
ticular a vox  Immana. 

FTaving  faid  thus  much  with  refped  to  this  great 
parochial  church  in  particular,  we  come  now  to  thofe 
monumental  inferiptions  and  funeral  epitaphs  which 
were  extant  in  and  about  the  cjuire,  fide  ifles,  and 
chapels,  anno  1725.  Notwithhanding,  we  cannot 
but  regret  the  lofs  of  fo  many  beautiful,  rich,  and 
cohly  pourtraitures  in  brafs  fixed  here  upon  the 
graves  and  tombhones  of  our  ancehors,  in  order  to 
perpetuate  their  memories  to  poherity,  which  have 
been  lb  impioufly  and  lacrilegioufly  torn  away  and 
defaced,  of  which  fome  few  now  only  remain,  not 
unworthy  the  obfervation  of  the  curious,  lor  e.xcpai- 
htc,  and  rare  workiuanfliip  of  fine  engraven  figures, 

and 
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and  other  decorations  delineated  thereupon,  and  thofe 
only  but  five  in  number. 

4 

Andwe-cannot  omit  taking  notice  of  one  remark- 
able article  which  we  meet  with  in  the  church-war- 
dens account  for  the  year  1645,  where  it  is  thus  in- 
fcrted,  viz.  “ Item,  to  William  King  for  defacing 
“ fuperftitious  epitaphs,  5s.”  Too  great  a reward 
for  fo  bad  a fervice. 

The  C H A R N E L L HALL. 

On  the  north  fide  of  the  church-yard  hands  an 
ancient  pile,  a chapel,  adjoining  to  the  w^efl  end  of 
the  north  ifle  of  the  old  church  of  St.  Margaret ; the 
upper  part  of  this  pile  tvas  a chapel,  and  the  lower 
part  a charnel  houfe,  where  the  bones  taken  out,  on 
the  digging  of  the  many  graves  were  depofited. 
Every  abbey  and  priory  feems  to  have  had  one  be- 
longing to  them,  and  a chapel  over  it  as  at  Norwich, 
Kc.  The  iip]'>er  part,  or  chapel,  was  turned  at  the 
dilfolution  into  a lice  fchool,  and  fo  continues. 

On  an  inquifition  taken,  in  the  3d  of  Elizabeth, 
by  certain  commifiloners,  the  jury  prefent,  that  there 
was  a charnel  houfe  in  St.  Margaret’s  church-yard, 
Avhich  is  now  a fchool-houfe  ; the  founders  thereof 

were  Thomas  Thurfbye,  Walter  Coney,  and  

Locke,  merchants  of  the  faid  towm,  but  to  tvhat  ufe 
it  was  founded  they  knew  not ; to  which  there  be- 
longed one  bell,  taken  down  by  the  mayor  fincc  the 
death  of  Henry  VIII.  in  w^iat  year  they  knew'  not ; 
and  that  there  did  belong  to  the  charnel  houle,  cer- 
tain lands  and  tenements,  lying  and  being  in  King’s 
Lvnn,  Wicaenhall  St.  Marv,  and  Gavwood,  in  the 
tenure  of  divers  men,  w'hofe  names  they  knew  not, 
to  the  value  of  lol.  per  ami. 


This. 
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This  jur)^  may  wich  great  propriety  be  faid  to  have 
found  an  ignoramus. 

-N 

trinity  chapel,  in  St,  Margaret’s  Church, 

On  the  north  fide  of  the  chancel  of  St.  Margaret’s 
church  is  the  chapel  of  the  Holy  Trinity belonging 
to  the  guild  or  fraternity  of  the  Floly  Tnmtyr 

In  the  26th  of  Henry  VI.  this  guild  had  a patent 
for  a mSffuage  and  feven  acres  of  meadow  in  South. 

Lynn. 

St.  NICHOLAS’S  CHAPEL. 

This  chapel  of  St.  Nicholas  is  fuppofed  to  have 
been  founded  by  Turbus,  or  de  Tuibe,  bifliop  of 
Norwich,  inH;he  reign  of  king  Stephen,  who,  after  it 
was  built  and  confecrated,  gave  it  to  the  monks  of 
the  priory  of  Norwich  cathedral,  with  all  its  profits. 

The  chapel  of  St.  Nicholas  is  one  of  the  largeR 
chapels  in  England,  as  large  as  moll  parochial 
churches ; it  has  three  ifles,  from  call  to  weft  is  two 
hundred  feet  long,  and  in  breadth  feventy-eight.  It 
has  a tower  with  a ring  of  eight  bells,  and,  like  St. 
Margaret's,  was  ornamented  with  a lofty  fpire,  which 
lhared  the  fame  fate  with  the  fpire  of  St.  Margaret’s, 
and  on  the  very  fame  day,  in  September  1741,  but 
being  lighter,  or  falling  in  a different  direftion,  did 
not  equally  damage  the  body  of  the  chapel. 


St.  NICHOLAS’S  CHAPEL  and  St.  GEORGE’s 

GUILD. 

In  the  mayoralty  of  Jeffrey  Talb,  1374,  the  pope's 
bull  was  granted  to  build  this  chapel. 

In 
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hundred  and  half 

In  tin's  chapel  ^vas  the  guild  of  St.  George  To 
thLs  guild  the  jurors  report,  in  the  -^/l  of  Elizabeth, 
^at  there  appertaineth  a hall,  calied  St.  George’s 
Hall,  with  houfc  and  buildings  thereunto  annexed, 
with  certain  tenements,  cellars,  curtilages,  and  gai- 
dens  ^ to  the  fame  belonging,  lying  and  being  in 
Kipg  s Lynn  aforefaid,  in  the  tenure  of  the  mayor 
^nd  brethren  pf  the  faid  town,  to  the  yt^arly  value 


Item  There  did  belong  to  the  faid  guild  fixteen 
^cres  of  paflut-e  in  Wiggenhall  St.  Peter’s,  late  in 
the  tenure  of  William  Pers,  to  the  yearly  value 


Item.  More  in  Wiggenhall  St.  Mary’s,  twelve 
acres  and  an  half  of  pahure,  in  the  tenure  of  Tho- 
mas henne,  to  the  value  of  by  the  year. 

Item. ^ There  belongs  to  tin's  chapel  a great  bell, 
containing  by  eflimation  tw'cnty  hundred  weight. 

' Item.  There  doth  belong  to  the  faid  chapel  cer- 
tain houfes,  lands,  tenements,  and  paflures,  Ivino- 
and  being  in  the  faid  town  of  King’s  Lynn  and  Gav- 
wood,  to  the  yearly  rent  of  61.  6s.  Hd.  in  whole  te- 
nuie  we  know  not,  nor  to  what  ufe  they  were  given. 

That  this  chapel  was  an  ancient  one;  appears  by 
king  John’s  appropriating  St.  Margaret’s  church, 
with  this  chapel, , to  the  monks  of  the  cathedral  of 
Norwich.  An  ancient  deed  was  executed  in  it,  of 
which  the  following  is  an  authentic  copy. 

Ego  Lemarus  de  Walpole,  et  Beatrix  nxor  mea,  da(i~ 
mils  et  concejfimus  priori  de  Lewis  et  conventid Jm,  6~c. 
et  ad  hanc  venditionem;  Jirniiler  et  inconcujje  tenendum 

et 
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el  contra  nalos  et  non  natos  warrantixandum,  primo  m 
ecckfue  St.  Nicholai  de  Lama  in  manu  Htrberti  ck  Hc~ 
lingeat  affidamiis,  et  pojlea  in  camiterio  St.  Jacobi  dc  A- 
cre,  Jap.  qiuitiwr.  Evangclia  juravimus. 

John  Alcock,  bifiiop  of  Ely,  June  3,  1490,  grant- 
ed forty  days  pardon,  or  indulgence,  to  all  the  bre- 
thren and  lifters  of  the  guild  of  St,  Etheldreda,  in 
St.  Nicholas’s  chapel  of  Lynn,  at  the  altar  of  St. 
Etheldreda  the  moft  holy  virgin,  there  founded,  and 
to  all  who'fliould  hear  niafs  at  the  faid  altar,  and  to 
all  who  faid  qnmqnies  before  the  faid  altar,  the  Lord’s 
Prayer,  and  the  Salutation  quinquies. 

Henry  IV.  by  his  letters  patent,  gave  and  grant- 
ed licence  to  John  Brandon,  Bartholomew  Siftem, 
and  John  Snailwell,  of  Lenne  Epifeopi,  that  they 
might  make,  found,  and  eftablifh  to  the  honour  of 
God,  and  the  glorious  martyr  St.  George,  a certain 
fraternity,  brotherhood,  and  perpetual  guild  of  thein- 
lelves  and  others,  who  out  of  their  devotion  were 
willing  to  be  of  the  faid  fraternity  and  guild:  and 

that  brothers  and  lifters  of  the  fraternity  and  guild, 
for  the  time  being,  might  choofe,  make  and  ordain, 
one  alderman  and  four  cuftodcs  of  the  faid  fracernitv 
and  guild,  yearly,  for  the  good  and  profit  of  the 
lame,  and  out  of  the  brethren  of  the  faid  fraternity 
and  guild  ; and  that  the  laid  alderman  and  cuftodcs, 
and  their  fucceftors,  by  the  names  of  the  alderman 
and  cuftodes  of  the  faid  guild,  fliould  have  pow’er, 
and  be  able  to  take,  receive,  and  hold  any  lands, 
tenements,  rents,  and  polfeflions  whatfoever,  or  Ihould 
be  by  any  ways  or  means  granteed  to  them,  and  to 
do  in  all  other  refpefis,  8cc.  and  to  ad  as  the  reft  of 
his  liege  fubjeds,  or  perfons  do,  and  have  power, 
and  are  enabled  to.  ad. 


Alany 
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^ Many  other  grants  of  lands  and  tenements  were 
given  by  Henr)^  V.  and  king  Edward  VI.  when  he 
granted,  the  21  It  of  May,  in  his  2d  year,  and  Tho- 
mas Leyton,  alderman,  to  the  mayor  and  burgellcs 
the  lands,  tenements.  &c-  belonging  to  the  guild  of 
the  Holy  Trinity,  glanted  alfo  to  the  mayor.  See. 
one  capital  meffuage  or  hall,  called  St.  Georges 
Hall,  with  the  houfes,  See.  thereunto  annexed. 

This  St.  George’s  Hall  was  a long  time^ufed  as  a 
court  to  hold  the  quarter  felTions  in  for  the  peace  of 
the  county  of  Norfolk,  but  of  late  years  it  has  been 
converted  into  a theatre,  and  is  lett  to  a com- 
pany of  comedians  who  perform  in  it  annually  at 
the  time  of  the  mart,  which  is  proclaimed  Feb.  14, 
and  by  the  charter  of  king  Henry  VIII.  who  granted 
it,  is  to  continue  for  fix  days  after.  The  comedians 
however,  are  ufuallV  permitted  to  make  a longer 
flay  in  the  towm.  The  booths  of  the  London  tradef- 
men,  erefted  in  the  mafkct-plaee  annually  during 
the  mart,  are  ndt  allowed  to  remain  Handing  above 
fourteen  day.s,  as  being  thought  to  injure  the  trade 
of  the  inhabitants. 

This  mart  is  annually  proclaimed  On  Feb.  14,  ill. 
great  form,  die  mayor  and  corporation  attending, 
when  the  town-clerk  reads  the  charter,  and  the  booths 
me  immediately  opened.  The  mayor  afterw’ards  gives 
an  entertainment  at  the  town-hall.  King  Hen.  VIII. 
granted  to  the  corporation  another  annual-fair  on  July 

16,  wdiich  was  afterwards  revoked. 

/ 

St.  FABIAN’S  and  SEBASTIAN’S  GUILD. 

This  little  fociety  had  an  alderman  to  prefide  over 
it,  and  met  ufually  once  or  twice  a year  to  dine  and 
fup  together  j but  little  of  their  culloms  is  knotm 
, . with 
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■\vltli  certainty  at  this  day,  or^vliat  their  benefa6Hons 
and  contributions  were. 


Concerning  the  Antiquity  of  St,  N I C H 0 L A S s 
CHAPEL. 

We  can  neither  fpeak  poritivcly  as  to  the  founder 
of  this  chapel,  nor  the  precife  time  of  its  founda- 
tion and  building,  as  is  much  to  be  widred but 
thus  far  we  may  reafonably  conclude,  that  without 
all  doubt  it  muft  be  above  four  hundred  years  {land- 
ing, if  the  following  evidences  may  be  allowed  of. 

I 

Firfl,  it  is  very  remarkable  that  upon  the  front, 
on  the  top  of  the  porch which  is  the  only  one,  but 
diat  very  neatj  adjoining  to 'this  lacred  flru6lure^ 
are  placed  the  figures  of  a lion  and  an  eagle,  cut  in 
flone,  and  fixed  on  pedeftals,  the  two  fupporters  of 
die  arms  of  king  Edward  III.  which,  if  wc  may  be 
permitted  to  conjetlure,  gives  forae  reafon  to  believe 
that  this  chapel  was  firfl  founded  before,  or  at  leall 
finiflied  in  fome  part  of  that  king’s  reign,  which  be- 
gan in  1326^  and  continued  above  fifty  years. 

Secondly,  again  we  find  here  the  fepulture  and  in- 
terment of  William  de  Bittering,  (who  was  divers 
times  mayor  of  this  corporation  in  that  king’s  reign) 
together  with  his  t^ife  Julian,  to  be  both  in  this  cha- 
pel, in  the  fouth  ifle  towards  the  eafl,  under  a very 
large  fair  flone,  ten  feet  long  and  fix  broad,  all  co- 
vered over  with  brafs,  having  their  effigies  cut  in  the 
middle  upon  the  fame,  neatly  engraven  and  cmbcl- 
liffied  with  fine  decorations  round  the  verge,  which 
is  flill  to  be  feen  almoll  entire,  and  whole  mark  or 
fymbol  (which  we  find  in  divers  places  on  the  plate 
of  his  tombllone)  is  alfb  flill  remaining,  fairly  dc- 
pided  or  flained,  in  a fouth  window  near  his  grave. 

'I'hirdly, 
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Xhirdly,  Aloreover  ’tis  recorded  that  in  the  year 
’379»  pope  Urban  VI.  fent  his  bull  hither  (which 
was  received  with  great  veneration)  to  authorife  and 
allow  the  baptifing  oi  infants  and  other  adult  per- 
fons  in  this  chapel,  which  before  were  always  initi- 
ated in  the  parifli  church  of  St.  Margaret : that  part 
of  the  old  font  called  the  balon,  then  made  ufe  of 
in  this  holy  place,  (before  the  ere6ling  that  now 
handing,  granted  and  confecrated  by  S.  Harfnell, 
D.  D.  and  bifhop  of  Norwich,  in  the  year  1627,  and 
which  refembles  that  at  St.  Margaret’s)  we  are  in- 
clined to  believe  is  the  fame  which  we  obferved  to 
lie  upon  the  ground  (with  the  pedehal  at  fome  dif- 
tance  from  it)  among  the  rubbiflr  and  lumber,  in  a 
certain  place  on  the  north  fide  of  the  c^uire,  perhaps 
formerly  fome  oratory,  chapel,  or  chauntry. 

It  is  of  free-flone,  one  hundred  and  fixty-four 
inches  in  diameter,  upon  the  fuperfices  within  the 
verge,  and  nine  inches  deep  perpendicular  from  the 
bottom,  carved  on  the  outfide. 

Laflly,  the  fourth  and  lall  evidence  which  offers 
itfelf  to  our  obfervation,  concerning  the  antiquity  of 
this  elegant  chapel,  though  of  much  later  date,  is 
that  fome  time  fince,  in  a window  next  to  the  north 
dobr,  we  found  there  the  year  of  our  Lord,  fairly 
depicted  or  flained  in  the  glafs,  in  very  beautiful  and 
yellow  charafters,  but  it  is  now  demoliflied  and 
gone,  notwithflcuiding  having  taken  care  to  preferv-e 
a tranlcript  of  it,  we  have  endeavoured  to  imitate 
it  as  near  as  we  could,  and  given  you  as  follows ; 

anno  Dorn,  m,  cccc*  -Piiu 


St. 
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St.  JAMES’S  CHAPEL. 

In  the  certificate  and  prefeniracnt  of  William 
Butts,  Chriftoplier  Walpole,  gent.  See.  taken  the 
2Qth  of  Septembe'r,  in  the  3d  year  of  queen  Eliza- 
beth, before  fif  Nicholas  L’Eflrange,  knt.  Thomas 
Guy  bon,  Henry  Mynn,  and  Henry  Spelman,  efq. 
commifiioners  to  the  queen,  the  jui'ors  find  that 
there  was  a chapel  dedicated  to  St.  James,  then  de- 
faced by  the  mayor  and  his  brethren,  faving  ^ one 
crofs  ille,  which  Was  then  re-edifying  and  repairin'^ 
b\"  the  mavor  of  the  faid  town ; which  ofiapel  con- 
tained in  length  five  fcore  feet,  and  in  breadth 
twenty-four  feet;  the  cemitary  or  church-yard  of 
the  faid  chapel  containeth  three  acres,  and  is  ufed 
to  bury  the  dead;  it  was  a chapel  of  eafe,  and  the 
.founder  thereof  was  bifliop  of  Norwich,  whole 
name  we  know  not;  there  did  belong  to  it  four 
bells,  taken  down  by  the  mayor  of  the  town  fince 
the  death  of  Henry  Vlll.  but  in  wliat  year  we  know 
not,  which  w^ere  worth  by  eflimation,  witli  the  bell 
of  the  chancel  houfe,  ccl. 

This  chapd  of  St.  James  being  in  part  demolifli- 
ed,  the  fpirs  and'part  of  the  (lone  tower  taken  off, 
and  the  reft  becoming  ruinous,  in  the  2 2d  of  queen 
Elizabeth  the  body  of  it  was  quite  pulled  down,  and 
the  crofs  ille  and  chancel  were  fitted  up  for  a work- 
lioufe  for  the  poor,  for  drefilng  hemp,  and  making 
firings  and  towes  for  fifliermen,  and  other  manufac- 
tures. The  building  lay  afterwards  a long  time 
negleffed,  but  by  the  liberal  benefaftions  of  the 
mayor,  burgeffes,  and  principal  inhabitants,  was  re- 
built, and  again  converted  into  a workhoufe  or  hof- 
pital,  as  it  continues  at  this  day,  under  the  direftion 
of  the  corporation,  and  one  of  the  aldermen  is  al- 
wa\  s guardian  or  governor,  as  fettled  by  the  ad  of 

R til 
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the  12th  of  William  HI,  Upon  a frontifpiece  is 
this  infcription  ; 

Kuiins 

Capdla  St.  Jacobi 
Orphano  trophiim  Hoc 
' Erexil 
S.  P.  0.  L. 

Simone  Tayler  MajorCk 

It  is  now  cotnmonly  called  the  Spinning  Houfe. 

The  arms  of  queen  Elizabeth,  a lion  and  dragon, 
fupporters,  now  over  the  town  hall,  were  taken 
Irom  this  chapel. 

In  this  town  there  were  formerly  many  priories, 
oratories,  and  religious  houfes  for  Friars,  Carmelites, 
or  White  Friars,  in  South  Lynn,  the  church  of 
which  hill  remains,  and  is  ufed  as  a parifli  church : 
Black  Friars,  Dominicans,  Auguftin  Friars,  Grey 
Friars,  all  which  came  hither  about  the  reign  of 
king  Henry  III.  and  fettled  liei'e,  building  tliem- 
feh’cs  convents  in  feveral  parts  of  the  loivn ; but 
they  are  now  almoh  all  deraolihied,  excepting  a 
lofty  hexangular  tower  of  the  Grey  Friars,  oppofitc 
the  free  grammar  fchool-houfe  in  Mixfon’s  hreet, 
lo  called  from  many  new  buildings  erehed  by  the 
late  William  Mixfon,  efq.  mayor  of  Lynn,  a magi- 
hrate  of  an  open  and  enlarged  mind,  and  a mer- 
chant of  Cxtenfive  knowledge  in  trade.  This  tower 
of  the  Grey  Friars  is  at  this  day  an  ufeful  fea-niark 
for  guiding  fliips  into  the  harbour. 

Near  the  walls  of  this  town  are  the  remains  oF 
an  aimient  oratorv,  with  Icvcral  %aults  and  ca\ities 
under  ground,' commonly  called  the  Lady’s  Mount, 

as 


o F R E E R I p G E. 
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as  being  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary ; or  the  Red 
Mount,  where  the  pilgrims  to  the  holy  wells  and 
monahery  of  our  Lady,  df  Wallingham,  ufed  to 
pay  their  devotions. 

The  names  of  thefe  religious  lioufes,  for  mofl  of 
them  are  deflroyed  dr  defaced,  are  as  follows  : 

Our  lady’s  chapel  On  the  Bridge, 

St.  CATHERINE’S  CHAPEL, 

Our  LADY  dn  the  Mdunt, 

St.  ANN’S  CHAPEL, 

(Near  which  is  a fort  hill  remaining,  mounted  till 
lately  with  cannon,  to  command  the  entrance  of  the 
harbour.) 

HERMITAGE  or  LYNN  CROUG. 

CORPUS  CHRISTI  GUILD. 

St.  JOHN’S  CHAPEL. 

TRINITY  GUILD,  or  the  MERCHANT’S 

GUILD. 

It  was  called  the  Great  Guild  of  the  Holy  Trinity 
in  Lynn,  in  refpecl  to  other  lefs  guilds  in  the  faid 
town.  The  head  or  chief  perfon  of  this  guild  w'as 
Piled  the  alderman  or  cuPos,  and  was  chofe  by  the 
commonalty  of  the  faid  town,  and  continued  fo  on 
that  choice  for  life,  unlefs  upon  account  of  fome 
Very  great  infirmity  or  inability,  or  fome  other  rea- 
fonable  caufe  he  was  fet  afide  and  rerhoved. 

This  guild  had  many  grants  and  po{IePions>' 
amongP  the  reP  the  common  Paith ; and  the  mayor 
and  aldermen  for  the  tinie  being  had  the  govern- 
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ment  of  this  community,  as  cxpielTcd  by  the  letters 
patent  of  Henry  III. 

Sr.  MARY  MAGDALEN’S  HOSPITAL,  on  the 
cauieway  between  Gay  wood  and  Lynn. 

This  ancient  hofpital  was  founded  by  one  Petrus 
Capellanus,  in  the  reign  of  king  Stephen,  in  honour 
•of  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  and  confifted  of  a prior, 
twelve  brethren  and  filters,  in  all  thirteen  ; of  whom 
ten  (the  prior  being  one)  were  found,  and  three  un- 
found, or  leprous  ; fome  ecclefiallicat  and  fome  fe- 
cular,  bound  to  perform  fuperflitious  rites,  and 
prayers  for  the  fouls  of  men  departed  this  life,  viz. 
for  the  foul  of 'Petrus  Capellanus  their  founder,  the 
fouls  of  popes,  bifliops,  abbots,  priors,  kings,  queens, 
and  others  their  benefaftors,  .as  appear  by  their  an- 
tient  books  of  Obits  and  Orifons,  and  by  the  antient 
inltrument  of  articles  which  the  brethren  and  fillers 
were  bound  to  obferve.  And  all  or  moll  of  the 
lands  given  to  the  faid  hofpital,  were  for  the  main- 
taining of  prayers  for  the  dead,  as  appears  by  di- 
vers deeds  and  charters,  without  date,  of  the  firll; 
donations  of  the  laid  lands. 

Petrus  Capellanus,  their  founder,  died  upon  St. 
Paul's  day,  being  the  2jth  of  January,  anno  1174, 
in  the  20th  of  Henry  II. 

This  hofpital  is  under  the  direflion  of  the  mayor 
«nd  corporation,  and  is  kept  in  good  repair  by  them 
for  the  maini'jnance  and  fupport  of  poor  women, 
elected  into  it^at  their  difcrction  upon  eveiy  vacancy 
that  occurs. 
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LYNN  DEANERY, 

Was  in  the  patronage  of  the  bifhop  of  Norwich, 
who  had  a houfe  at  Lynn. 

The  bifhop’s  houfe  hood  on  the  fca  bank,  near 
the  chapel  of  St.  Nicholas. 

The  BISHOP’S  HIGH  STEWARD, 

Was  an  office  of  the  biffiop,  granted  by  patent. 
In  the  Saxon  age  he  was  called  Cupikilis  Scficjcullui 
Epifccpi,  and  as  fuch  received  all  the  revenues  of  the 
bilhop,  held  all  the  courts  belonging  to  hrs  lordlliips, 
and  paffcd  the  accounts  of  the  inferior  officers,  as 
bailiffs,  See.  He  often  fat  in  court  with  the  mayor, 
on  trjals,  and  grants  of  places,  and  officers  in  the 
town,  8cc.  who  was  often  fworn  by  him,  kc.  and 
it  was  held  by  the  biffiop  till  Henry  VIII.  s charter 
to  the  town,  when  it  wa's  granted  to  the  corporation, 
d he  like  office  at  Yarmhuth  and  Norwich  ; and  other 
corporations  have  the  faid  office, 
a 

The  right  honourable  the  earl  of  Orford,  lord 
lieutenant  of  this  county,  is  the  prefent  high  ftewaicj, 
of  Lynp  Regis,  1778. 

LYNN  CHARTERS. 

I,  The  firfl  charter  of  liberties  granted  to  the 
town  was  by  king  John,  at  Lutgerffiall,  14  Septeni- 
ber,  anno  reg.Jui  6,  1204. 

II.  The  fecond  was  that  of  king  Henry  III.  his 
foil,  dated  at  Weflminflcr  the  6th  of  February,  anno 
regjui  17,  which  fully  confirms  what  his  father  had 
granted:  tliis  was  1233. 
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III.  The -third  was  that  of  the  aforefaid  king 
Henry  III.  dated  at  Weflminher  the  26th  of  March, 
/mno  reg.  fui  52,  wherein  he  not  only  confirms  all 
former  grants,  but  further,  for  the  laudable  and  faith- 
ful fervice  and  valiant  affdlance,  (as  the  words  are) 
which  the  burgeffes  of  Lynn  had  done  for  him  in 
his  troubles  and  civil  wars,  granted  them  by  this 
charter,  to  choofe  themfelves  a mayor,  inftead  of 
their  prepojitiis,  which  was  anno  Dom.  1268. 

This  charter  was  firR  founded  upon  biRiop  John 
de  Grey,  and  the  dean  and  chapter’s  charter  of  Nor- 
wich, for  a mayor,  and  was  confirmed  by  king  Hen- 
ry III,  aforefaid. 

The  firR  mayor,  by  this  charter,,  was  cleRed  into 
that  office  on  St.  Michael’s  day,  anno  Dom.  1268. 

Having  done  with  the  religious  houfes  and  eccle- 
RaRical  HiRory,  we  come  now  to  a defcrip.tion  of 
other  remarkable  buildings  in  this  large  and  popu- 
lous town,  fituatcd  on  the  eafl  fide  of  the  river  Oufe, 
and  by  much  the  moR  confiderable  of  all  the  towns 
of  the  Iceni,  Norwich  alone  excepted.  It  extends 
about  a mile  and  a cjuarter  from  north  to  fouth,  and 
is  half  a mile  broad  from  the  eaR  gate  tp  the  river, 
or  channel,  which  is  the  broadeR  part ; contains 
about  three  thouland  houfes,  and  near  fifteen  thou- 
fand  inhabitants. 

•The  river,  at  fpring  tides,  flows  more  than  twenty 
feet  perpendicular,  and  if  at  thofe  times  there  hap- 
pens to  be  a north-eaR  wind,  it  brings  the  tide  up 
with  fuch  rapidity,  as  to  force  the  Ihips  from  their 
moorings,  though  they  lie  at  ten  miles  diRance  from 
the  ocean,  and  has  been  known  to  flow  a confidera- 
ble way'  into  the  Tuefday  maikct-place,  which  is  a 

fpacious 
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fnacious  fquare  area  of  three  acres,  having,  on  an 
afcent  of  four  heps,  a very  handfonae  rnarket  crols 

of  frec-ftone,  of  modern  archite6lurc,  adorned  wit 

flames  and  other  embellifhments,  with  a periilyle 
round  below,  fupported  by  fixteen  pillars  of  the 
Ionic  order;  as  alfo  another  walk  above,  encoinpa  v 
fed  with  an  iron  pallilade,  enriched  wdth  curious 
traceiy  work  and  foliage,  inclofmg  a _ neat  oftangular 
room : the  upper  part  is  finifhcd  with  a cupola  and 

turret,  wherein  hangs  the  market  bell,  the  whole  be- 
ing about  feventy  feet  in  height.  On  each  lide 
hand,  inafemicircular  form,  the  butchers  fliambles  in 
tivo  divilions,  the  frontil'pieces  being  fupported  with 
Doric  columns,  and  the  pediments  enriched  with  a 
decoration  of  paintings  appropriated  to  the  fubjecd  ; 
and  behind  is  another  building,  eredted  and  htted 
for  a fifli-market,  which,  with  fome  hapdfome  houles 
inclofmg  all  behind,  form  the  whole  into  an  agreea- 
ble and  channing  profpeft. 

St.  Margaret  was  the  tutelary  faiiy  and  patronefs 
of  this  town,  and  accordingly  the  corporation  has 
lor  its  public  and  common  feal  the  effigies  of  St, 
Margaret  handing  in  a triumphal  manner,  wounding 
the  dragon  with  a crofs,  and  trampling  upon  him 
with  her  feet.  The  motto  circumferibed  around  the 
leal  is, 

Sub  Mar^areta  leritur  Draco,  Jiat  Cnice  lata. 

From  which  the  honorary  coat  of  arms  of  this  tovm 
is  derived,  being  on  a field  azure,  three  dragons, 
heads  transfixed,  with  three  croffes,.  croflet  fitchee, 

or. 


Here  Is  a theatre  very  convenient  and  neat,  neither 
profpfely  ornamented,  nor  difguhingiy  plain  ; and 
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although  not  free  from  faults,, yet  has  none  but  what* 
refultcd  from  the  archited  being  confined  to  fill  up 
the  Ihell  of  an  old  building  which  was  raifed  for 
another  purpofe. 

The  alTcmblv-rooms  are  capacious,  and  handfome- 
ly  fitted  up:  they  confifl;  of  three  on  a line;  the 
lirfl  an  old  town-hall,  fiftv-eight  feet  by  twenty-feycn, 
and  of  a well'  proportioned  loftinefs,  wmuld  be  a very 
good  ball-room,  had  it  a boarded  floor,  but  at  pre- 
ient  forms  a very  noble  anti-room.  It  opens  into 
the  ball-room,  fixty  feet  by  twenty-feven,  and  twen- 
ty-two feet  high,,  ■which  would  have  been  a proper 
one,  if  the  architect;  had  given  his  mufic  gallery  a, 
hitch  backwards';  for  at  prefent  it  is  a mere  flielf 
fluck  in  between  the  chiipnies,  an  eye-fore  to  the 
loom.  If  he  did  it  through  confinement  for  want 
of  fpace,  he  fliould  undoubtedly  have  formed  his 
mufic-feats  upon  the  plan  of  thofe  at  Almack’s,  at 
the  end  of  the  room  ; they  might  have  waved  in  a 
Icroll  round  the  door  of  the  card-room,  mingled 
with  branches  of  candles,  which  might  eafily  havo 
been  rendered  a great  ornament. 

The  card-room  is  twenty-feven  feet  by  twenty- 
feven,  and  twenty-two  feet  high. 

As  the  three  are  upon  a line,  it  would  have 
given  them  an  uncommop  elegance,  had  the  open- 
ings from  one  into  another  been  in  three  arches  in 
the  centre  fupported  by  pillars,  inflead  of  the  prefent 
glafs  doprs,  which  are  mean. 

The  eye  would  then  have  commanded  at  once  a 
fuit  of  one  hundred  and  forty-five  feet,  which,  with 
handfonie  luflres  properly  difpofed,  would  have  ren- 
dered tlicfe  rooms  inferior  to  few  in  England.  , 
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In  the  year  1683,  fir  John  Turner,  knight,  titrce 
.times  mavor  here,  and  for  many  years  one  of  their 
reprefentatives  in  parliament,  creeled,  at  his  own 
expence,  a handfome  building  of  free-flone,  with 
two  orders  of  columns,  intending  it  for  an  exchange 
for  merchants. 

• Upon  the  fecond  floor,  in  a nich  in  the  front,  is 
a ftatue  of  king  Charles  II.  and  within  is  the  cuftom- 
houfe,  fitted  up  with  feveral  commodious  apartments 
for  that  purpofe : on  the  platform  above  is  raifed 
an  open  turret,  upon  pillars  of  the  Corinthian  or- 
der, with  . an  exchange  bell  therein,  being  finifihed 
with  an  obelilk  and  ball,  whereon  hands  Fame,  in^ 
head  of  a weather-cock,  the  whole  being  ninety  feet 
high. 

The  fituation  of  this  town,  near  the  fall  of  the 
Oufe  into  the  fea,  gives  it  an  opportunity  of  ex- 
tending its  trade  into  eight  different  counties,  fo  that 
it  fupplies  many  confiderable  cities  and  towns  with 
its  heavy  goods,  not  only  of  our  own  produce,  but 
imported  from  abroad. 

It  deals  more  largely  in  coals  and  wine  than  any 
other  town  in  England,  except  London,  Brihol,  and 
Newcahle.  In  return  for  thefe  articles  of  merchan- 
dife  imported,  it  receives  back  for  exportation  all 
the  corn  produced  in  the  feveral  counties  which  it 
fupplies  ; and  of  this  one  article,  Lynn  exports  more 
than  any  one  port  in  the  kingdom,  except  Hull  in 
Yorkfliire. 

^ Its  foreign  trade  is  very  confiderable,  efpecially  to 
Holland,  Norway,  the  Baltic,  Spain  and  Portugal. 
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MASSINGHAM  MAGNA,  or  HERTFORD’S. 
At  the  furvev  no  cli[lin(5lion  is  made  of  the  tovvnfhips 
of  Great  and  Little  Maffingham,  fp  that  it  feems  to  be 
undivided  at  that  time,  and  occurs  under  the  name 
of  Mafmcham  and  Marfmcham,  being  feated  on  a 
wet  or  raarfliy  meadow  or  common.  The  principal 
manor  was  then  in  king  William  the  Conc|ueror. 

This  extcnfive  parifli,  containing  near  four  thou- 
fand  acres  of  land,  remained  ip  the  crown  till  king 
Henry  1.  granted  it  away. 

Befides  this  lordfliip,  the  Conqueror  had  in  the 
hundred  of  Docking,  Southraere,  Titchwell  and  Stan- 
hoe  ; — in  Weyland  hundred,  Sabam,  Griffon,  Caf- 
-ton  and  Breccles  ; — in  Forehoe  hundred,  Hingham  ; 

— in  Mitfbrd  hundred,  Flockthorpe  ; in  Gallotv 

hundred,  Fakenham,  Akhorpe,  Thorpland,  Creak, 
.Stibbard  and  Kettlellone  ; — in  Brothcrcrofs  hundred, 
Dunton  and  Norton  ; — in  Holt  hundred,  Holt,  Cley, 
Sniteiiey,  Hempflead,  Bathley,  Burffon,  Ilunworth, 
Stody,  Bayfield,  Glanforcl,  Gunthorpe,  Scarnton  and 
Morffon  ; — in  North  Greenhoe,  Wighton,  Hough- 
ton, Holkham,  Ouarles,  Egraere,  Wells,  Warham, 
Stifkey,  Hindringham,  Wallingham  and  Dalling; — 
in  Walfl.iam  hundred,  Moulton  and  Baflwick  ; — in 
Weft  Fiegg  hundred,  Martham  and  Clippefby  ; — in 
Henflead  hundred,  Framlingham  ; — ^in  Difs  hun- 
dred,. Watlingfet  and  Burffon  ; — in  Eynsfoid  hun- 
dred, Foulfliam,  Whitwell  and  Brandiffon  ; in 

Taverham  hundred,  Taverham  and  Felthorpe  ; — in 
South  Erpingham  hundred,  Calfon,  Oulton,  Strat- 
ton, Colby  and  Wickmere  ; — in  Tunffciad  hundred 

Felmingham  ; in  Ealt  Fiegg  hundred,  Ormefby 

and  Runham  ; — in  Clavering  hundred  Rildincham  : 
alfo  polfelfions  and  lordfhips  in  Norwich,  Yarmouth 
and  'I’lietford ; there  were  alfo  many  other  lordlhips 
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xvliich  Godric,  Lis  bailiff,  took  care  of,  and  alfo 
William  de  Noiers  for  the  Conqueror. 

John  lord  .Fitz  John,  in  the  3d  of  Edward  I, 
granted  to  Roger  bifliop  of  Norwich,  and  to  the 
duirch  of  the  Holy  Trinity  of  Norwich,  the  ad- 
vowfon  of  the  church  of  St.  Mary  of  Malfingham, 
belonging  to  this  lordfliip.  On  his  death  it  came 
to  his  brother,  Richard  Fitz  John,  anno  4°  of  Edw, 
I.  a baron  of  the  realnii  who  granted  it  by  his  deed, 
dated  at  London  on  the  feaft  of  St.  Peter  and  St. 
Paul,  in  the  6th  of  the  faid  king,  to  fir  Thomas  dc 
Weyland,  the  judge.  Stowe  calls  him  the  king’s 
chief  juflice : he  w'as  in  the  17th  of  the  faid  reign, 
found  guilty  of  notorious  bribery  and  corruption  ; 
his  whole  cRate  and  his  goods  were  confifeated,  and 
he  was  baniflied  the  kingdom. 

The  aforefaid  hiRorign  relates,  “ that  being  con- 
vjded,  and  fearing  to  yield  himfelf  to  the  king’s 
“ mercy,  he  went  to  the  Friars  nrinors,  at  BadwelJ 
“ in  Suffolk,  took  on  him  the  habit  of  a Grey  Friar, 
“ but  being  difeoyered  by  fome  of  his  feiwants,  he 
“ was  watched  and  guarded,  and  after  two  months 
“ fiege,  went  out,  forfaking  his  friar’s  cowl,  and 
was  taken  and  fent  to  the  Tower.” 

In  the  8th  of  Edward  -III.  Rr  John  de  Norwich 
was  lord,  and  had  a grant  of  a w'eckly  market  on 
Friday,  and  of  a fair  for  three  days  yearly,  on  the 
vigil,  day,  and  day  after  St.  Simon  and  Jude,  dated 
June  10,  at  NewcaRle  upon  Tyne.  Witneffes, 
William  archbifhop  of  York,  Richard  biRiop  of  Dur- 
ham, treafurer,  John  de  Eliham,  carl  of  Cornwall, 
the  king’s  brother,  John  dc  Warren,  carl  of  Surry, 
Henry  dc  Percy,  William  de  Montacutc,  Ralph  dc 
Neyill,  Reward  of  the  houfhold. 
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At  the  dilTolution  it  was  fanned  by  Henry  Beding- 
fickl,  eif|.  and  on  January  21,  in  the  ed  and  3d  of 
Philip  and  Mary,  granted  with  the  advovvfon  of  the 
church,  by  the  name  of  Maflingham  Magna,  alias 
Dertford,  alias  Lady  Manor,  to  Ihomas  Grcfliain, 
efq.  afterwards  a knight,  and  founder  of  the  Royal 
Exchange  in  London,  who  died  lord  of  it. 

On  the  death  of  the  lady  Ann  GreQiara,  his  re- 
• lift,  at  Oflerley  houfe  in  Middlefcx,  November  23, 
in  the  39th  of  Elizabeth,-  fhe  was  found  to  die  feifed 
of  it,  held  by  the  twentieth  part  of  a fee ; and  fir 
William  Reed  was  her  fon  and  heir,  aged  fifty. 
She  was  a daughter  of  William  Fernley,  gent,  of 
Well;  Greeting  in  Suffolk,  and  had  to  her  fir  ft  hul- 
band  Whlliam  Reed,  a merchant  of  London,  of  the 
family  of  the  Reeds  of  Eeccles  in  Suffolk,  and  was 
father  of  fir  William,  who  kept  a court  here  as 
lord  July  21,  in  the  gth  of  James  I. 

After  the  Reeds  it  was  in  the  family  of  the  Bark- 
hams,  of  Souihacre  and  Weftacre,  who  refided  at 
High  Houfe,  now  the  feat  of  Anthony  Hammond, 
elq.  by  purchafe  from  the  late  Edward  Spelman, 
efq.  who  built  the  prefent  houfe,  and  called  it  after 
the  old  name  of  tl)e  family  feat.  High  Houle. 

Sir  Edward  Barkham  was  lord  mayor  of  London 
in  1621,  and  was  created  a baronet  June  28,  1623: 
his  only  daughter  and  heirefs,  Helen,  married  Charles 
Yallop,  efq.  fon  and  heir  of  fir  Robert  Yallop:  the 
late  Edward  Spelman,  efq.  was  fon  of  this  Charles 
Yallop  and  Helen  daughter  of  fir  Edward  Barkham, 
and  took  the  name  of  Spelman  from  Clement  Spel- 
inan,  efq.  one  of  the  barons  of  the  Exchequer, 
whofe  daughter  Dorothy  mairied  fir  Robert  Yallop, 
Hence  it  was  that  Charles  Yallop,  efq.  father  ot 
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tlic  lat'e  Eclwaid  Spelman,  became  lord  of  tire  ma- 
nor and  abbey  eftate,  aird  patron  of  the  church  of 
Great  Maffingham,  and  in  the  year  i6g8  prelcnted 
the  Rev.  Benjamin  Squire  to  the  rec^lory,  who  dying 
in  173I1  lucceeded  by  Dr.  John  Gardiner,  on 
ihc  prehntation  of  fir  Robert  Walpole,  who  had 
purchalcd  the  advowfon  of  the  late  Edward  -Spel- 
111  an. 

Sir  Thomas  Reed  married  the  daughter  of  Tho- 
mas Cecil,  earl  of  Saliflrury,  and  his  youngeft  Ion 
fold  the  Mafrmgham  eflate,  and  that  of  Weflacre, 
to  fir  Edward  Barkham.  bait,  and  from  him  this 
lordflrip,  as  before  obferved,  came  to  Charles  Gal- 
lop, elq.  (only  fon  of  fir  Robert  Yallop,  knt.  of 
Bowthorpe  by  Norwich,  and  Dorothy  his  'wife, 
daughter  of  Clement  Spelman,  elq.  of  Gray’s  Irm, 
London,  a baron  of  the  Exchequer)  on  his  marriage 
with  Helen,  only  daughter  and  heir  of  hr  Edward 
Barkham,  bart.  of  Weflacre ; whole  fon  and  heir 
Edw'ard  Yallop,  alias  Spelman,  elq.  conveyed  it  to 
hr  Robert  Whljjole,  carl  of  Orlord,  and  in  that  fa- 
mily it  remains,  George  earl  of  OiTord^  lord  lieu- 
tenant of  this  county,  being  the  prelent  lord. 

Monks,  or  Castleacre  Priory  Manor.  This 
manor  was  called  after  the  monks  of  the  abbey  of 
Malhngham,  being  fubordinate,  and  a cell. to  that 
yf  the  cluniac  monks  at  CafUeacrc. 

Great  part  of  this  manor,  with  many  other  lands 
and  revenues,  were  at  different  times  and  in  different 
reigns  given  by  the  feveral  proprietors,  as  they  fuc- 
ceeded,  to  the  priory  and  monks  of  Calfleacre  ; the 
times  of  fuch  donations,  as  well  as  the  names  of  the 
donors,  are  very  uncertainly  related  by  hiftorians, 
though  a diartulary  of  the  priory  of  CafUeacre  is 
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faid  ftill  to  exift,  and  is  to  be  found  in  tbc  library 
of  the  late  earl  of  Orford,  jorobably  now  in  the  pol- 
feffion  of  the  earl  of  Hardwickc,  at  Wimjilc  neat 
Cambridge,  but  it  has  no  date. 

t 

On  the  diffolution  of  the  priory  of  Caflle-acre, 
this  manor  was  granted  to  Thomas  duke  of  Norfolk, 
to  be  held  of  the  kiijg  in  capite,  December  22,  in 
the  2gih  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  From  the  duke 
of  Norfolk  it  came  to  the  Walpoles*  and  John  Wal- 
pole, ferjeant  at  law,  was  found  to  hold  it,  whole 
Ibn  and  heir,  William,  had  livery  df  it  in  the  8th 
of  Elizabeth. 

This  manor  is  now  in  the  prefent  earl  of  Orford* 
the  countefs  his  lordfllip’s  mother  holding  it  only  in 
jointure,  and  being  tenant  for  life. 

Massingham  Priory  Manor.  In  the  town  of 
Great  Maffingham  was  a cell,  or  fmall  priory,  be- 
longing to  Caflleacre  priory,  dedicated  to  the  Virgin 
and  St,.  Nicholas,  and  ofien  called  in  old  writings 
tlie  hofpital  of  St.  Mary ; it  was  founded  by  Nicho- 
las le  Syre,.  of  Maffingham. 

Many  grants  w^re  made  and  donations  given  to 
this  priory  of  Maffingham,  and  many  lands  purchafed 
by  the  prior  and  monks,  fo  'that  the  prioiy  of  the 
Virgin  and  St.  Nicholas  at  Maffingham  became  in 
procefs  of  time  very  conhderable  for  its  polfeffions, 
and  notivithhanding  Maffingham  abbey  was  a cell 
to  Caflleacre  abbey,  and  the  cluniac  monks,  it  was 
neverthclefs  very  powerful  and  rich  in  itfelf. 

On  its  dinbliuion  it  was  granted,  January  21,  in 
the  2d  and  3d  of  Philip  and  Maty,  with  the  manor 
and  iecJoiy  of  Langham,  and  advowfon  of  the  vica- 
rage, 


£>31 


OF  FREEBRIDGE. 

mere  the  manor  of  Morfion,  and  the  advovvfon  of 
tlie  re£loiy,  the  manor  of  Walfmgham,  the  manor 
of  Combs,  and  advovvfon  of  the  reftory,  and  the 
manor  of  Narford,  to  Thomas  Grefliam,  efq. 

On  the  death  of  fir  Thomas  Grefliam,  in  1579, 
it  came  to  his  lady  Ahne,  and  oh  her'deceafe  to  her 
foil  fir  William  Reed,  by  her  firft  hufband,  who 
held  it  with  his  lordfliip  of  Maflingham  Magna,  or 
Dertford’s;  and  fo  tO  hr  Edward  Barkham,  t^he  Yal-^ 
lops,  the  late  Edward  Spehnan,  efq.  and  is  now  iii 
the  poli'dfion  of  the  prefent  earl  of  Orford,  1778. 

This  priory  has  met  with  the  fame  fate  as  the  pri- 
ory  of  Caftleacre,  to  which  it  was  fubordinate,  and 
is  now  converted  to  a farm-houle,  nothing  remaining 
but  old  vv'alls,  that  appear  and  mark  it  to  be  the 
ruins  of  a religious  houfe. 

This  eftate,  with  many  others  in  this  towm,  arc 
the  property  of  the  earl  of  Orford,  patron  of  the 
church, 

Feltham’S  Manor.  This  manor,  after  being  in 
poiTellion  of  the  Wodchoufe  family  and  many  others, 
came  in  the  reign  of  cpieen  Elizabeth  to  the  Walpole 
family,  and  William  Walpole,  efq.  died  feifed  of  it. 

Sir  Edward  Coke  was  polfelTed  of  it  iji  the  reigiv 
of  king  James  1.  and  his  defeendants,  the  right  hon, 
Thomas  Coke,  earl  of  Leicefter,  died  lord  of  it  in 
1759,  and  it  remains  in  that  family  at  prefent.* 

To  the  poor  of  the  parifli  of  Great  Maflingham 
many  charitable  bequefls  have  been  made. 
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Dr.  Pierce,  formerly  raafter  of  Gonville  and  Gains 
college  in  Cambridge,  left  one  pound  ten  fhillings,. 
to  be  paid  yearly  at  Michaelmas  by  the  maflcr  and 
fellows  of  that  college. 

Twenty  marks,  or  14I.  was  given  by  a Mr.  Wright, 
formerly  an  inhabitant  of  this  parifh,  which  is  put 
into  the  hands  of  one  of  the  principal  paiifliioners, 
and  the  interefl  paid  annually  at  Chrillmas  and  dif’ 
tributed  to  the  poof. 

A houfe  and  fmall  piece  of  land  given  by  Dr.  Ber- 
ridge,  and  lett  at  2I.  los.  a year,  the  rent  to  be  dif- 
tributed  every  Chriflmas, 

, Seven  acres  and  one  rood  of  laticf  given  to  the 
town,  for  repairing  the  church  clock,  and  for  ringing 
a bell  at  four  o’clock  in  the  morning  and  at  eight  in 
the  evening,  from  All  Saints  Day  to  St.  Matthias.. 
This  has  been  negleded  many  years. 

Six  white  penny  loaves  are  given  to  the  poor  every 
Sunday,  according  to  the  will  of  Charles  Calthorpe, 
elq.  payable  out  of  his  ehate  in  this  town  purchafed 
by  the  late  carl  of  Leiceller ; alio  out  of  the  fame 
ellate  three  fliillings  and  four-pence  yearly,  for  the 
repair  of  the  town  well. 

The  plate  in  the  church  is, 

One  large  filver  flaggon,  •w'eighing  fifty-fix  ounces 
,and  a half. 

One  filver  cup  with  a cover,  weighing  fixteen 
ounces. 

One  filver  plate,  weighing  twelve  ounces.- 


In 


OF  F R E E B R I D G E. 


233 

In  this  town  is  a free  fchool,  endowed  with  20]. 
J)er  ann.  for  a maftcr,  to  be  chofen  by  the  reftors  of 
Malfingham  Magna  and  Parva,  and  of  Harplcy, 
who  is  to  have  no  jDrefennem  in  the  diarch. 

This  free  fchool  was  founded  by  Charles  Cal- 
ihorpe,  efq.  who  tied  an  edate  in  this  pavilh  for  the 
annual  payment  of  20I.  for  ever,  which  eilaie  was 
purchafed  by  lord  Leicefter,  and  is  now  in  the 
Holkham  family.  Mr.  Cakhovpe  in  his  will  mei'i- 
tions,  that  he- left  this  20I.  as  a beginning  only,  and 
to  encourage  others  to  cncreafe  and  enlarge  the 
foundation,  of  which  he  exprelfed  his  hopes;  but 
his  hopes  and  wiflies  have  been  ^'ain,  and  he  hands 
the  firft  and  only  benefador  to  the  fchool.  The 
mailer  is  bound  to  teach  twenty-five  bovs,  if  there 
are  fo  many,  of  the  pariflies  of  Great '^nd  Little-- 
Malhngham,  and  Harplcy;  and  in  cafe  they  cannot 
fupply  the  number,  then  the  parilfi  of  Rougham  is 
entitled  to  fend  children. 


There  are  above  one  thoufand  acres  of  common 
in  this  parifh,  and  formerly  the  poor  kept  a herd  of 
lixty  or  Icventy  cow'S  upon  it,  and  paid  a herdfmaii 
lor  attending  them ; but  this  valuable  cullom  has 
been  long  laid  alide,  and  the  commons  made  no 
other  ufe  of  by  the  poor  but  to  cut  firing,  and  to 
tui  n a horfe  upon  occafionally  ; and  the  commons 
aie  become  fheep-walks,  and  feed  the  numerous 
flocks  of  the  capital  farmers. 

The  church  is  a regular  pile,  confilling  of  a navtj, 
a north  and  fouth  ifle,  w'ith  a chancel  covered  with 
lead  ; at  the  weft  end  is  a four-fquare  tower. 

On  a grave-hone  with  a brafs  plate  in  the  chancel, 
rer  varios  cajus,  hic  jacet  (et  inturbatum  jaceat)  cor^ 
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pus  yohs,  Beregij  D.  D.  qm  juit  JUins  yohs.  Beregij 
S-B.D.  hujus  ecclejies  reclor,  obt.  g die  viaifis  Kovcmh. 
Ao.  Dm.  i6go. — Sacrijtcnm  Deo;  with  thefe  arms, 
argent,  a faltirc  ingrailcd  between  four  efcalloi)S, 
fable. 

The  dntreh  of  Maffingharn  All  Saints  was  hand- 
ingin  1392. 

Sir  Robert  Sygon,  of  Lynn  Blfhop,  pried,  by 
his  will  in  1505,  “ bequeaths  his  body  to  be  buried 
in  the  church  of  St.  Mary  of  Maffingharn;  gives  a 
legacy  to  St.  John  Baptiffs  guild  there,  7 acres  of 
land  to  the  common  profights  of  the  fajd  town,  to 
pay  and  difeharge  the  leyte  money  of  3s.  by  yere, 
and  to  pay  the  holy  brede  loofe,  and  the  mo- 
ney longyng  ev’ry  Sunday  for  ever;  a clofe  called 
Ryfing-Yard,  with  half  an  acre  of  land,  and  23 
acres  of  land  in  the  fields  of  Malfingham,  in  di- 
vers pieces. 

“ hem,  to  the  commonalty  of  Malfingham,  with 
the  Croft,  an  acre  of  land  and  an  half,  lying  in  Len 
Way,  with  all  the  appertcnances,  and  implements 
thereto  belonging,  to  make  their  common  drinkyngs 
of  the  plow  day,  and  odyr  times  at  their  pleafure, 
lo  that  they  eveiy  yere  kepe  myne  obit,  ringing  a 
peale  for  my  foule,  and  fing  a mafs  for  ever,  and 
do  odvr  good  deeds  ” 

John  Berridge,  D.  D.  died  re61or  of  this  parifli  in 
169S,  to  whom  Benjamin  Squire  (father  of  the  late 
Charles  Squire,  reefior  of  Congham  and  Little  Maf- 
fingham ; and  of  the  late  John  Squire,  reftor  of  La- 
venliam  in  Suffolk,  both  eminent  for  their  learning) 
fucceeded  on  the  prelentation  of  the  Yallop  farail}', 
of  High  ffoufc,  Wellacre. 
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' in  1 731,  JoFn  Gardiner,  L.  L,  D.  re£lor  of  Brun-* 
tiftead,  and  rainifter  of  St.  Giles’s  and  St.  Gregory’s 
in  tlie  city  of  Norwich,  was  prefented  by  hr  Robert 
Walpole,  knight  of  the  garter,  firfl  lord  commif- 
fioner  of  the  treafury,  and  prime  minifter  to  king 
George  I.  and  II.  univerlally  acknowledged  the 
greatefl  flatefmaii  of  the  age  he  lived  in.  Dr.  Gar- 
diner li\'ed  the  much  refpefted  reftor  of  this  church 
near  forty  years.  Until  the  15th  of  November  lyyoi 
\vhen  to  the  linfpeakable  grief  of  his  family  and 
friends,  he  departed  this  life,  oetat.  68.  He  was 
Ion  of  John  Gardiner,  efq.  of  Aldburgh  in  the 
county  of  Suffolk,  who  was  cantain  in  lord  Cult’s 
regiment  of  foot,  and  died  at  Minorca  in  the  reign 
of  queen  Anne.  His  remains  were  interred  in  the 
chancel  of  Great  Maffingham,  by  the  altar,  next  to 
the  grave  of  his  late  affeftionate  wife,  and  tender 
parent  to  her  children,  who  died  Oftober  10,  1759. 
A grave-flone  is  over  both,  and  a hatchment  over 
the  grave-flone,  with  the  arms  of  Gardiner  and 
Turner:  flie  was  the  daughter  of  John  Turner,  efq. 
of  Saffron  Waldon  in  Effex,  and  was  married  to  the 
late  Dr.  Gardiner  Oflober  6,  1722.  They  had 
many  children,  of  whom  only  four  lived  to  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years,  and  of  which  two  only  fur- 
vived  their  much  lamented  parents. 

1.  Richard,  bom  at  Saffron  Walden  in  Effex, 
Oflober  4,  1723,  who  ferved  as  captain  of  marines,' 
on  board  the  Rippon  man  of  war  of  fixty  guns,  at 
the  fiege  of  Guadalupe,  one  of  the  fi'ench  Caribbec 
iflands,  in  the  year  1 753.  He  married  Ann,  the 
only  daughter  of  Benjamin  Bromhead,  of  Thurleby, 
near  Lincoln. 

command  of  the 

I of  feventy  guns,  and  was  bu- 

ried off  the  Rock  of  Lifbon,  February  8,  1747. 

3.  William 
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3.’  W^illiam,  who  ferved  with  his  eldeft  brother* 
at  the  ficge  of  Guadalupe,  in  the  Well  Indies,  and 
was  lieutenant  in  the  4th  regiment  of  foot : he  died 
at  fea,  on  his  palfage  home  from  the  Englifli  garri-  t 
fon  in  the  citadel  of  Balfe  I’crrc,  Guadalupe,  and. 
buried  off  the  ifland  ol  St.  Kitt’s,  in  July  1761.  ' ; 

'4.  Margaret,  married  to  the  Rev.  Thomas  Mo- 
nev,  re£lor  of  Biakcn-Afh  near  Norwdeh. 

The  late  Dr.  Gardiner  was.  a man  univerfally  re- 
fpefted  throughout  life ; a man  of  learning,  and  a 
gentleman : his  excellent  dilcourfes  in  the  pulpit 
proclaimed  him  to  be  the  firft,  his  addrefs  and  affa- 
bility out  of  it  to  be  the  lafl.  He  was  a mofl  ten- 
der parent  to  his  children,  an  affeffionate  hulband, 
a humane  good  man  to  all ! The  tears  of  his  parifh- 
ioners  at  his  funeral,  bore  an  honorable  tchiraony 
to  his  virtues.  His  pall  was  fupported  by  fix  of 
the  neighbouring  clergy,'  whole  concern  in  that  lafl 
melancholy  office,  was  alone  exceeded  by  the  poig-^ 
nant  feelings  of  tliofe  more  nearly  allied. 

1771,  James  Trivett  was  prefented  to  this  rec- 
tory by  the  earl  of  Orford.  In  1772,  Cock  Lang- 
ford, prefented  by  the  earl  of  Orford. 

Over  the  grave -ftone,  near  the  altar,  is  the  fol- 
lowing infeription : 

' H.  S.  E. 

' . ' joHAjVjVES  GARDIjYER, 

L.  L,  D. 

‘ ' Per  triginta  amios 

et  Amplius 

• Hu  jus  Ecckfia 

' RECTOR. 


The 
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The  foregoing  was  found  after  Dr.  Gardiner’s  de- 
ccafe,  In  his  own  hand  writing,  and  was  therefore 
put  upon  the  hone  in  preference  to  any  other  in- 
feription. 

Ob.  JVovem.  15  Die  1770,  cetat.  68. 

Lapidam 
CariJJimo  Patri 
Ricardus  Filim  Superjlcs 
Mcerens  Pojiiit. 

MDCCLXXn 


MASSINGHAM  PARVA.  Great  Mafflnghaip 
and  Little  Malfingham,  as  before  obferved,  were  un- 
divided before,  and  at  the  grand  furvey  making  one 
townfliip,  the  greateft  part  of  which  was  in  the 
Conqueror’s  hands,  being  the  pofTehions  of  Harold, 
the  late  king,  who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Haft- 
Ings.  Another  part  of  Maffingliam  was  the  lordOiip 
of  Euftace,  earl  of  Bologne : this  was  what  is  now 
called  Malfingham  Parva. 

riiis  manor  came  to  fir  Robert  de  Thorpe,  and 
continued  in  the  family  of  the  I'horpes  for  many 
generations  ; thence  to  the  ’family  of  the  Tilneys  at 
Boflon. 

Frederick  Tilney,  of  Boflon,  was  lord  of  this  ma- 
^or  in  1454,  fix  years  before  the  death  of  Hen.  VI. 
He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Laurence  Chey- 
^cy,  cfq.  of  Ditton  in  Cambridgefhire.  By  her  he 
ad  one  only  daughter,  Elizabeth,  who  mairied  fir 
^lumphrey  Bourchier,  knight,  (eldeft  fon  of  John 
iord  Berners)  who  was  flain  at  Barnet  field,  on  the 
part  of  king  Edward  IV.  on  Eaffer-day,  1471,  and 
vvas  or  of  this  manor  in  right  of  his  wife : fhc  af- 
ttnvards  married  Thomas  Howard,  foai  and  heir  of 

^ 3 John 
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John  lord  Howard,  (who  was  created  earl  of  SutTy, 
and  after  was  duke  of  Norfolk)  and  dying  in  1507, 
was  buried  in  the  nuns  choir  of  the  Minories,  with- 
out Aldgate,  London ; but  this  manor  was  held  for 
life,  by  the  courtefy  of  England,  by  her  hufband. 

Sir  John  Bourchier,  fon  and  heir  of  fir  Humphry, 
was  fummoned  to  parliament  as  lord  Berners,  in  the 
lith  and  12th  of  Henry  VII:  See.  and  died  deputy 
general  of  the  to>vn  and  marches  of  Calais,  March 

19.  1532. 

He  married  Catherine,  daughter  of  John  Howard 
duke  of  Norfolk,  who  lurvived  him,  and  died  March 
1535- 

In  the  7th  year  of  king  Henry  VIIL  the  jury  find, 
on  the  death  of  fir  William  Capel,  knight,  that  long 
before  his  death,  fir  John  Bourchier,  lord  Berners, 
had  fold  his  reverfion  of  this  manor  and  advowfon 
to  fir  William  Capel,  who  gave  it  to  his  grandfou 
Edward,  feepnd  fon  of  fir  Giles  Capel,  fon  and  heir 
to  fir  William,  being  then  held,  as  it  is  faid,  of  the 
prior  of  CalUeacre.  This  Edward,  (afterwards  a 
knight)  fold  it  in  the  26th  of  Henry  VIII.  by  fine, 
with  Ann  his  wife,  to  John  Jenour  and  Anthony 
Brown : foon  after  this  it  came  to  the  Mordaunts  fa-r 
mily,  who  before  this  had  an  intcrefl;  in  the  faid  town. , 

Henry  L’Ellrange,  of  Hunllanton,  efq.  by  his 
will,  dated  November  13,  14S3,  appears  to  be  lord 
of  it;  and  his  third  fon,  John  L’Ellrange,  efq.  who 
married  Margaret,  daughter  and  coheir  of  fir  Tho- 
mas L’Ellrange,  of  Walton  Deville  in  Warwicklliirc, 
clq.  died  feifed  of  this  lordlliip. 
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By  liis  will,  dated  December  16,  1316,  he  be- 
queaths his  body  to  be  buried  (if  he  died  within  five 
miles  of  Maflingham)  before  our  Bleffed  Lady,  in 
the  chapel  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  chancel  of  this 
church,  and  that  a tomb  be  made  for  him,  and  let 
up  there  in  the  laid  chapel,  after  the  manner  of  fir 
Llenry  IIe\don’s  tomb  in  Norwich,  with  the  arms  of 
him,  his  wife,  and  his  ancefiors,  and  a fculpture  of 
him  and  his  wife,  with  an  orate.  See.  and  if  his  corps 
lies  in  any  other  place,  he  wills  that  a plain  flone, 
with  his  arms  and  his  wife’s,  be  laid  OA  cr  him,  but 
that  a tomb  be  ncverthelefs  erc6led  here. 


To  the  church  of  Malfingham  Parva  he  gives  a 
veflmcnt  and  tunicle,  after  the  rate,  of  fir^Robert 
Ratclyff  s cope,  with  orate,  See.  of  white  damalk, 
price  eight  marks,  to  be  made  after  the  rate  qf  the 
green  vellment  at  Hunflanton,  with  the  Stranges 
arms,  but  that  his  three  elcutcheons  have  his  father’s 
arms  on  the  one  fide,  his  father-in-law’s  on  the 
other,  and  his  and  his  wife’s  at  the  tail.  To  Bar- 
b.ara  his  daughter,  all  his  books  of  law,  except  the 
boarded  books, 'to  be  given  to  her  fon,  if  flie  havy 
the  fortune  to  have  one : his  boarded  books  to  the 
libiaiy  of  Lincoln  s-Inn,  every  one  of  them  to  have 
a fcripiure  of  his  gift,  being  a fellow,  twice  reader, 
and  twice  treafurer  of  tfiat  fpciety ; and  to  the  chap, 
ter  of  that  houfe,  a vellment  and  an  altar  cloth, 
pice  ten  marks;  to  his  wife  the  raafiors  of  Mafllno--. 
ham  and  Congham,  and  after  her  deceafe  to  her 
daughter  Barbara;  and  in  default  to  Richard  Le 

'"ITomas  Le  Strange ; Mafler 
illiam  Mordaunt  and  Barbara  his  daughter  See 
executors.  Proved  Oefober  23,  1317. 

udges^  is  laid  to  have  been  one  of  the  king’s 
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Barbara,  his  daughter  and  heir,  married  Robert 
Mordaunt,  efq.  lord  of  this  manor  and  Conghara  in 
her  right,  which  Robert  was  elded  fou  of  William 
Mordaunt,  prothonotary  of  the  common  pleas,  by 
Jane  his  wife,  daughter  and  coheir  of  Thomas 
Huntington,  efq.  of  Hempdead  in  Elfex.  It  ap- 
pears that  in  the  ?id  of  Henry  VIII.  he  and  his 
wife  held  this  manor,  and  lands  called  Elingham’s, 
Walcote’s,  Rudeyn’s,  Geffrey’s,  Pettygard’s,  and 
Alexander’s,  with  thirty  meffuages  here  and  in  Gong- 
ham  St.  Ann’s,  St.  Andrew’s,  and  All  Saints,  8cc. 
and  in  this  family  it  dill  remains,  dr  Charles  Mor- 
daunt, bart.  of  Walton  Deville  in  Warwickfhire, 
being  the  prefent  lord,  defeended  from  dr  Ofbert  de 
Mordaunt,  a Norman  knight,  lord  of  Radwill  in 
' Bcdfordfliire,  by  the  gift  of  his  brother  Eudachius 
de  Sando  /Egidio,  which  he  had  by  the  gift' of  the 
Conqueror,  for  his  and  his  father’s  fervices  at  the 
conqued. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Andrew. 

On  a marble  grave-done — Orate  p.  a'l'a.  D ni. 
Jacobi  Bajlard,  quondam  recloris  ijlius  ecctie,  qui  tota- 
liter  tedium  kujus  cancelli  fieri  fecit,  ct  obt,  Ao.  Dnu 

Between  the  arch  at  the  upper  end  of  the  nave 
and  the  fouth  iffe,  is  an  altar  monument  of  grey 
marble,  raifed  above  a yard  from  the  ground,  on 
which  have  been  the  portraitures  of  a man  and  wo- 
'man,  and  that  of  our  Saviour  on  the  crqfs,  wmh 
die  flrields  of  arms,  and  a rim  of  brafs  running 
round  it,  now  all  reaved  and  dolen  ; probably  m 
memory  of  John  L’Edrange,  efq.  and  Margaret  his 
wife,  before  mentioned ; and  in  a window  near  to  i 
were  the  arms  of  the  faid  John,  gules,  two  lion 
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paiFint  guardant,  argent,  quartering  his  which 

were  the  lame,  with  a bendlet  over  all,  or. 

Againft  a pillar,  a copartment  of  marble  with 
the  arms  of  Mordaunt,  impaling  Talmarfli ; argent, 
a fretr,  fable. --'6’zr  Charles  Mordaunt,  knight  and  ba- 
rontt,  dyed  at  London,  July  10,  1648,  aged  33,  he 
was  married  to  Catherine,  daughter  of  Sir  LioJiel  Talle- 
mache,  of  Helmingham  in  Sujjolk,  knight  a baronet,  by 
whom  he  had  Sir  Charles,  his  eldejl  fon,  Hath.  Talk- 
mache,  (dying  bfore  her  father)  John,  Henry,  (departed 
alfo)  Elhabeth  and  Amy. 

Here  remains  in  civill  tnijl 
His  beloved  bewayled  dujt, 

Whofe  good?icfs  is  fecure  from  fear 
Of  folding  any  fepulchrer. 

\ 

On  a marble  gra\'e-flone  at  the  eafl  end  of  the 
nave — Hic  fublocantur  reliquice  Dni.  Caroli  Mordant 
de  Mafoingham,  militis  et  baronnetti,  flip  it  haredis 
Rob'd  Mordant  militis,  de  quo  D'no  Carolo  plura  ad. 
murum  orientalem  legantur,  164  8. 

On  another,  with  the  arms  of  Mordaunt, — Carolus 
Mordant  baronettus,  Caroli  Mordant,  baronetti,  et  Ka~ 
tlurina  Talamach  flius,  humanitatis  et  virtutis  exemplar, 
vbt.  Ao.  Dm.  1664,  24  Apr.  ’ 

Anno  (ttat.  25,  in  aternum  doloris  et  amoris  monii- 
mentum  Elizabetha  Thori.  confors  integerrima  marmor 
hoc  pofuit. 

On  another— Anna  W.  ,Ri/ler  de  Bed- 
ford  gen.  film  et  hares  D'ni.  Johs.  Mordaunt  'de  Walton 

com.  Warw.  bar.  uxor  anians  et  aniata,  cafa,  pia, 
Jidelis,  ajfabihiaie,  pudicitia,  et  morum  fuavitate,  pera~ 

mabilis; 


piabilis;  variolis  malignis  occidens,  mortis  exuvias  (ar^ 
ta  Jpe  rtnajcendi  ad  gloriam)  hoc  Jubter  marmor  depojuit. 

Obijt  pr id,  non  Junij  anno  falulis  nofcra  1692,  ata^ 

Us  face bis  gravida  et  jemd  puerpera,  heu 

niillam  rdiquit  Joholcm,  quippe  alteram  in  incunabilis,  al^ 
teram  in  lUero  cum  malre  adanptum  lugemus,  Penelope 
quam  Jolam  peperit,  matrem  preacedcns,  eodem  quiejcit 
J'epulchro.  Et  Jic  inmat  ernis  amplexibus  dor  mire  vidca- 
tur.  Vita  vix  inehoata  recejfit,  prid.  non.  Janur.  Jo.  • 
Chrijli  incarnati  i6go. 

In  1760,  oil  the  rcfignation  of  the  Rev]  Armine  ' 
Styleman,  reftor  of  Ringftead,  and  brother  of  Ni-  f 
colas  Styleman,  efq.  of  Sncttifljarn,  die  Rev.  Charles  . 
Mordaunt,  fecond  fon  of  hr  Charles  Mordaunt,  was  • 
prefented  to  this  redoiy  by  his  father. 


MIDDI.ETON,  lies  about  three  miles  eafl  of 

l.ynn,  in  the  road  to  Swahham,  on  turnpike  road. 

Scales  Hall.  This'  lordfliip  was  under  many  •’ 
fovereign  princes  of  this  kingdom,  in  the  noble  fa-  ^ 
inily  of  lord  Scales,  one  of  the  moll  powerful  barons  ^ 
not  only  in  Norfolk  but  in  all  England. 


1 . In  the  reign  of  Henry  H.  Roger  de  Scales  was 

lord  of  this  manor.  r 

2.  In  Richard  I.  Robert  de  Scales  his  fan.  | 

i 

3.  In  Henry  III.  Roger  de  Scales  his  fon. 

4.  llie  fame  reign,  Robert  his  fon. 

I 

5.  In  Edward  I.  Robert  his  fon. 

6.  Ill  Edward  II.  Robert  his  fon. 


aaxsvr>  iioxaaaaiw 
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( In  Edward  III.  and  ) 

7-  I Richard  II.  5 

S.  In  Henrv  IV.  Robert  his  fon. 

y ✓ 

4 

g.  In  Henry  V.  Robert  his  fori — diedu  nmarriecU 
In  the  fame,  Thomas  his  younger  brother. 

1 0.  In  Henry  VI.  the  faid  Thomas  was  lord. — • 
He  was  killed  die  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  Henry 
VI.  His  fon  Thomas  died  before  him,  and  his  daugh- 
ter married  the  fon  and  heir  of  earl  Rivers,  in  tliQ 
.reign  of  Edward  IV-  who  was  fummoiicd  p paiiia- 

iiient  by  the  title  of  lord  Scales. 

11.  In  Edward  IV.  Anthony  lord  Scales,  in  whom 
the  title  of  Scales  was  extinguiflied.  He  was  be- 
headed at  Pomfret  by  order  of  Richard  duke  of 
Gloucefter,  on  the  death  of  Edward  IV-  P whofc 
queen  he  was  brother, 

The  title  of  Scales,  and  great  polTefbons,  thils 
continued  in  a lineal  defeent,  almoft  from  father  to 
fon,  from  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  to  the  death  of 
Edward  IV.  a fpace  of  three  hundred  years  and  up- 
wards. 

In  the  33d  of  Edward  I.  it  appears  by  the  ef- 
cheat  rolls  that  he  died  feifed  of  this  lordfliip. 

Robert  lord  Scales,  fon  of  Robert  and  Ifabel  his 
wife,  was  in  the  34th  of  Edw^ard  I.  created  knight 
of  the  Bath  with  prince  Edward,  and  in  the  ifl  of 
Edward  II.  fummoned  to  attend  his  coronation,  to 
be  folerrfnized  after  the  feall  of  St.  Valentine,  by  writ 
dated  at  Dover,  Jan.  8.  The  lady  llabel  his  mo- 
ther, in  the  gth  of  that  king,  fettled  on  her  fon  Ro- 
bert 
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bert,  and  Egeiina  his  wife,  on  their  marriage,  the 
inanois  oF  Scales-Hovvc  and  Iflmgton ; fhe  v\as 
daughter  of  fir  Hugh  Courtney,  and  filler  of  Hugh 
Courtney,  earl  of  Devonfhire.  This  lord  Robert 
died  in  the  iSth  of  Edward  II.  leaving  a fon,  Ro- 
bert. ' ’ / 

In  the  year  1333,  in  the  7th  of  Edward  III.  he 
had  livery  of  his  lands,  and  in  that  king’s  i Cih  year, 
the  king  s writ  to  provide  ten  men  at  arms  and  ten 
archers,  to  be  font  into  BritaViny  for  the  honour  of 
his  king  and  country ; and  if  he  would  go  himfelf 
vvith  them,  the  king  would  be  mightily  pleafed:  and 
in  the  31ft  of  the  faid  king,  he  was  lummoned  to 
come  immediately  at  the  fiege  of  Calais,  not  haying 
for  the  embarkation  of  his  horfes,  with  all  the  power 
he  could  raife,  the  king  fearing  that  the  French  king 
would  come  with  all  his  power  to  raile  the  liege, 

In  the  30th  of  that  reign  he  had  letters  of  protec- 
^ tion,  being  to  accompany  the  prince  of  Wales  into 
Gafeoigne.  In  the  43d  of  Edivard  HI.  he  died, 
leaving  Roger  his  fon  and  heir,  aged  22  ; -who  in  the 
41I1  of  Richard  II.  was  feized  by  the  Not  folk  rebels ; 
and  in  his  8th  year  was  fummoned,  June  13,  to  meet 
the  king  at  Newcallle  upon  Tyne,  with  his  whole 
fervice  of  horfe  and  arras,  as  by  allegiance  bound, 
to  attend  him  into  Scotland : and  in  the  enfuiiifr 
year  was  with  John  duke  of  Lancallcr,  in  the  Spanifli 
expedition,  and  Idled  himfelf  lord  of  Newcells. 

This 'Robert  lord  Scales  died  in  the  lotli  of 
Richard  II.  leaving  a fon,  Robert,  of  fourteen  years 
of  age.  His  fon,  Robert  lord  Scales,  was  one  of 
the  lords  in  parliament  who,  in  the  ill  year  of  Hen. 
IV.  voted  for  the  fafe  cullody  of  the  late  Richard  II. 
He  died  in  the  2d  year  of  Ifcnry  IV.  leaving  Ro-* 
belt  his  fon,  fix  year  of  age. 
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This  Robert  died  unmarried,  in  tlic  yth  of  Henry 
V.  fome  fay  was  killed  on  lire  king’s  march  from 
Caen  in  Normandy  toward  Roan. 

Thomas  lord  Scales  was  aged  21,  on  the  death 
of  his  brother  Robert ; and  on  the  ifl  of  May,  in 
•the  gth  of  Henry  V.  was  retained  by  indenture  to 
ferve  that  king  in  the  'irars  of  France,  and  to  be  at 
Dover  on  the  23d  of  that  month,  with  twenty  men 
at  arms,  fixty  archers  on  horfeback,  to  be  paid  a 
quarters  wages  down,  and"  after  from  month  to 
month,  in  Englifli  gold,  or  money  current  in  France, 
by  the  treafurer  of  war  there ; to  have  all-prifoners, 
except  kings,  princes,  kings  fons,  and  efpecially 
Charles,  called  Dauphin  of  Vienne,  and  other  great 
captains  of  royal  blood,  and  chieftains  and  lieute- 
nants under  him,  the  faid  Charles;  and  except  all 
thole  who  had  a hand  in  tlie  murder  of  the  duke  of 
Burgoyne. 

In  thefe  v/ars  he  beha\-ed  gallantly,  and  was  fe- 
nefcall  of  Normandy,  as  appears  from  his  leal  in 
the  20th  of  Henry  VI.  with  fix  efcallops ; his  creft 
a plume  ot  oflrich’s  feathers,  ifluing  out  of  a ducal 
coronet,  circumferibed, — S.  Thoma  Dnj.  Scab's-  et  dc 
JS  tucellis  JcjieJcallj  JVormania ; vvlthout  any  fuppor^ 
ters. 

In  the  3d  of  Henry  VI.  being  then  in  France 
W’lth  the  duke  of  Bedford,  the  regent,  he  was  elcfl- 
ed  knight  of  the  garter,  at  St.  George’s  feaft  at 
\\  indlbr.  About  four  years  after,  he  was  taken  pri- 
foner  in  France  and  redeemed. 

favour  with  king  Henry 
x/r " On  the  arrival  of  the  earls  of 

March,  Warwick  and  Salifbury,  from  Calais,  and 

their 
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their  entry  into  London  on  July  2,  in  tlic  38th  of 
the  faid  king,  he  took  poffeflion  of,  aild  lecured  the 
Tower  of  London,  with  other  lords,  for  the  king  ; 
but  after  the  battle  of  Northampton,  on  the  gth  of 
that  month,  wherein  the  king  was  taken,  many  in. 
the  Tower  furrendcring  themfelves,  this  lord  endea- 
vouring to  mak6  his  elcape,  entered  a wherry  or 
boat,  late  in  the  evening,  with  three  others,  and 
towing  towards  VVehrainfler  to  take  fanftuary,  w'as 
delcried  by  a woman,  and  the  wherry  men  falling 
upon  him,  killed  him  and  call  him  on  land,  (as 
-Stowe  fays)  befide  St.  Mary  Oveiy's* 

Hall  relates,  that  on  king  Henry’s  entering  into 
London  after  the  aforefaid'  battle,  with  the  earl  of 
March,  fee.  on  July  16,  the  Tower  of  London  w’as 
delivered  to  the  faid  earl  by  compofition,  but  the- 
lord  Scales  fufpeding  the  fequel  of  the  delivery,  en- 
tered a wherry,  privily  intending  to  have  fled  to  the 
queen,  but  was  elpied  by  divers  w'atermen  belong- 
ing to  the  earl  of  Warwick,  w’ho  w'aitcd  for  his 
forth  coming  on  the  Thames,  and  he  was  fuddenly 
X taken,  and  fhortly  llain  with  many  darts  and  dag- 
gers, and  his  body  left  all  bloody  and  naked  at  the 
gate  of  the  Clynke,  which  after  was  buried  in  the 
church  adjoining,  that  is,  in  St.  Mary  Overy’s,  in 
Surrv.  He  is  faid  to  have  had  a fon,  Thomas,  who 
. died'before  him  ; fo  that  he  left  a daughter  and  foie  , 
heir,  Elizabeth,  then  married,  as  is  faid,  to  fir  Hen- 
ry Bourchier,  knight,  fecond  fon  of  Henry  Bour- 
chier,  earl  of  Ellex,  aged  24. 

On  the  27LI1  of  May,  in  the  2d  of  king  Edward 
IV.  we  find  the  laid  Elizabeth  to  be  the  wile  of  An- 
thony Woodvillc,  Ion  and  heir  of  Richard  Wood- 
ville,  earl  Rivers,  lord  treafurer  to  that  king,  and 
father  of  Elizabeth  his  queen  5 and  in  February  fol- 
lowing 
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lowing  fuiTimoncd.  to  ptulin.n’icnt  by  tlic  title  of 
lord  Scales. 

Sir  Anthony  Wooclville  had  ho  eliildreti  by  the 
ladV  Elizabetli,  fa  that  the  lineal  ddeent  of  the  fa- 
mily of  lord  Scales  ended  in  her. 

Sir  Anthony,  whofe  titles  were  earl  of  Rivers,  lord 
of  Scales  and  Newcells,  upon  the.  death  of  Edward 
was  feized  and  arrefled  by  the  duke  of  Glou- 
cefler,  at  Northampton,  about  the  end  of  the  faid 
month,  coming  to  London  -with  the  young  king, 
Edward  V.  of  whom  he  had  the  governance,  and 
forthwith  committed  to  the  caflle  of  SherifF-Huttoii 
in  Yorkfliire,  where  he  made  his  lafl  wall,  on  June 
23  following,  the  day  before  the  cmel  murder  of  the 
voung  king  and  his  brother  in  the  Tower  of  Lon- 
don, as  Dugdale  relates,  which  w^as  to  this  purpofe^ 
as  Ibllows: 

“ I,  Anthony  Woodville,  in  the  caflle  of  Sherifl- 
“ Hutton,  bequeath  all  my  lands  that  were  my  fa- 
“ ther’s  to  my  brother  fir  Edward  Woodville,  and 
“ his  heirs  male;  my'’  heart  to  be  buried  (if  I die 
“ fouth  of  Trent)  before  our  Lady  of  Pewe,  befidc 
“ St.  Stephen’s  college  at  Weflminfler,  alfo  the  lands 
“ that  were  my  iirfl  wife’s,  the  lady  Scales,  and 
“ Thomas  lord  Scales’s  her  brother,  to  my  brother 
“ hr  Edward,  and  his  heirs  male;  but  he  to  whom 
“ it  fhould  come,  before  he  took  poffefhon  thereof, 
“ to  deduft  five  hundred  marks  to  be  employed  for 
“ the  fouls  of  the  faid  lady  and  her  brother,  and 
“ the  fouls  of  all  the  Scales’s  blood,  &c.  and  to  find 
a pricfl  for  one.  year  to  pray  for  them,  his  own 
foul,  and  all  Chriltian  fouls,  at  our  Lady  of  Pewe  ; 
“ and  another  pricfl  to  ling  at  the  chapel  of  the 
“ Rodes  in  Greenwich,  for  liis  own  foul,  and  all 
“ Chriflian  fouls.” 
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Soon  after  the  date  of  this  will,  he  was  carried  to 
Pontefract  cafHe  in  Yorkfhire,  and  was  there  brought 
on  a fcafFold  by  fir  Richard  Ratcliff,  one  of  the 
duke  of  Gloucefter’s  chief  confidents,  and  not  fuf- 
fered  to  fpeak  any  thing  in  vindication  of  himfelf, 
fir  Richard  telling  the  people  he  was  a traitor. 

We  find  this  fir  Edward  his  brother,  in  his  lafl; 
will,  dated  February  20,  1490,  and  proved  March 
23  in  the  faid  year,  to  flile  himfelf  earl  Rivers,  and 
gives  his  body  to  be  buried  in  the  abbey  of  St. 
James  at  Northampton. 

I 

Hall  fays  he  was  beheaded  at  Pontefract,  with  the 
lord  Richard  Gray,  (the  queen’s  fon  by  her  firft 
huflaand)  fir  Thomas  Vaughan  and  fir  Richard 
Haute,  the  fame  day  the  lord  flaflings  was  behead- 
ed in' the  Tower,  and  their  bodies  were  buried  na- 
ked in  the  monaftery  there. 

Dugdale  fays,  that  in  the  2d  of  Richard  III. 
John  duke  of  Norfolk  had  a grant  of  this  lordfliip, 
and  foon  after,  on  the  death  of  Richard,  was  for- 
feited: this  grant  Was  dated  February  1,  anno  2d  of 
Richard  III. 

On  the  accefflon  of  king  Henr)'  VII.  Elizabeth, 
daughter  and  heir  of  fir  John  Howard,  wife  of  John 
de  Vere,  earl  of  Oxford,  w'as  found  one  of  the  heirs 
of  Elizabeth,  late  lady  Scales,  abovementioned,,  as 
great  grand-daughter  of  Margaret  Scale;^,  daughter 
of  Robert  lord  Scales,  wife  of  fir  Robert  Howard, 
and  filler  of  Roger  lord  Scales.  The  other  heir  was 
fir  William  Tyndal,  knighted  on  the  creation  of 
Arthur,  prince  of  Wales,  defeended  from  Elizabeth 
Scales,  fifter  of  the  aforefaid  Margaret,  which  Eliza- 
beth, married  fir  Roger  Felbrigg,  and  had  fir  Simon 

Fclbrigg, 
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Felbrigg,  Avhofc  daughter  and  heir,  Alana,  married 
fir  William  Tyndal,  grandfather  to  hr  William  above^ 
mentioned. 

On  a divifion  of  the  Scales’s  cRate,  this  townfliip 
was  affigned  to  the  family  of  the  earls  of  Oxford; 
and  John  de  Verc,  earl  of  Oxford,  fon  of  the  above- 
mentioned  Elizabeth,  was  lord  of  this  manor,  and 
dying  without  ilfue,  it  defeended  to  his  nephew,  John 
de  Vere,  earl  of  Oxford,  fon  of  his  brother  fir  George 
de  Vere;  and  on  the  death  of  the  faid  John,  his  el- 
tatc  was  divided  amongfl  his  three  fillers  and  coheirs^ 

• Dorothy,  ivho  married  John  Nevill,  lord  Latimer* 
and  Elizabeth,  who  married  lir  Anthonv  Wdngfield. 
of  Letheringham  in  Suffolk,  knight  of  the  garter, 
vice-chamberlain,  &c.  to  kinsr  Henrv  VIIL  had  each 
a moiety  of  this  lordfliip. 

John  lord  Latimer,  fon  of  John  lord  Latimer,  bv 
Dorothy,  had  livery  of  his  part  or  moiety  in  the  be- 
ginning of  queen  Elizabeth,  who  dying  in  1577, 
eflate  was  divided  amongfl  his  four  daughters  and 
coheirs  ; and  his  right  in  this  town  came  to  fir  Tho- 
mas Cecil,  afterwards  earl  of  Exeter,  by  the  marri- 
age of  Dorothy,  one  of  die  faid  four  daughters  and 
coheirs,  who  purchafed  alfo  the  Wingfield  part  or 
moiety,  and  fold  the  whole  to  lir  Thomas  Holland, 
by  a licence  for  fo  doing,  (it  being  held  in  capite)  on 
January  1,  igth  James  I. 

In  1635,  fir  John  Heveningham  is  faid  to  be  lord. 

In  1649,  fir  William  Paflon,  bart.  was  lord. 

Richard  Berney,  efq.  died  lord  in  1690,  and  this 
manor  was  ordered  by  a decree  in  chancerv  to  be 

'1"  ' fold 
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fold  (1709)  to  pay  his  debts,  being  mortgaged  by 
him  to  Mrs.  MartelL 

Ifaac  Leheup,  efq.  was  lord,  and  on  his  death  it 
came  to  his  two  daughters  and  coheirs. 

\ 

Mary,  one  of  them,  married  fir  Ed^vard  Williams, 

bart.  of  Wales ; the  other,  Elizal;»edi,  to  

Lloyd,  efq.  of  Epping  in  Effex. 

Sir  Edward  was  lord  of  this  manor  in  her  right, 
and  fold  it  to  vice-admiral  Savage  Moltyn,  who  dy- 
ing in  1757,  left  it  to  fir  Roger  Moftyn,  bart.  his 
nephew,  who  fold  it  to  a tenant  of  the  late  lord  Lei- 
cehcr’s. 

Edward  Evemrd,  efq.  alderman  of  the  corporation 
of  Lynn,  has  a pleafant  houfe  and  gardens  in  this 
village,  with  a mount  which  looks  o\  er  the  town, 
and  channel  of  the  harbour. 

There  were  three  other  manors  in  this  totvn,  which 
were  probably  all  united  in  the  family  of  the  lord 
Scales. 

Bury  Abbey  Manor, 

Castle-Hai.l  Manor,  and 
Tyrrington-Hall  Manor. 


In  this  town  the  lords  Scales  had  their  feat,  part 
of  which  is  hill  remaining,  the  gate-houfe  or  tower. 

T’he  church  of  Middleton  is  dedicated  to  the  Vir- 
gin Mary,  and  is  a regular  pile,  conlifting  of  a nave, 
a north  and  fouth  ifle,  with  a chancel,  the  nave  and 
north  and  fouth  illcs  are  covered  vVith  lead,  and  the 

chauccl 
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cliancel  with  feed,  and  has  a fquarc  lower  with  one 
bell. 

In  the  windows  of  the  north  ifle  tlicfc  arms  are 
on  painted  glafs, — gules,  fix  efcallops,  argent,  lord 
Scales. 

A gra^'e-^lonc,  In  membry  of  James  Everard,  A.  M: 
•uicar  of  this  pdrijii,  xoho  died  May  29,  1722,  agrd  50. 

On  the  dilToiution  of  Blackburgh  priory  in  this 
town,  the  appropriated  re61ory  carne  to  the  crow’n, 
with  the  patronage  of  the  vicarage,  and  were  grant- 
ed, in  the  gth  of  James  I.  to  Francis  Monis  and 
Francis  Phelps,  and  in  the  December  following  con- 
veyed by  them  to  fit  Henry  Spelman. 

Tire  prefent  vickr,  the  Rev.  John  Dowfing,  -was 
prefented  in  1758,  by  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Ifaac 
i.eheup,  efrp  widow  of Lloyd,  cfq. 

Elackbukgh  PiiioRY.  This  priory  was  endowed 
Ivith  confiderable  revenues  by  the  lord  Scales  and. 
other  lamilies  i there  is  nothing  now^  remaining  of  it 
except  a part  turned  into  a dove-houfe. 


MIN  FLING.  Ihis  lordfliip  is  adjoining  to  Gav- 
wood,  is  called  in  Doomfday-book  Meltiiiga  and 
was  then  the  lordOiip  of  William  de  Beaufoe  billiOD 
of  ILetford,  which  he  held  in  hiS  owm  right  ^ 


This  biHiop,  on  his  death,  gave  this  and  many 
other  Imdfhips  to  his  church,  and  it  continued  in  the 
w Slanted,  with  Gaywood,  by  kifij 

Heno-  yill  .0  thedukeof  Norfolk,  aod  fo  cam! 

“ 'he  Thurfbys.  and  was  fold 
by  Irancis  Thurlby,  efq.  to  fir  Cyril  Wychc. 

® Soma 


( 
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Some  conceive  that  it  takes  its  name  from  a mint 
tliat  the  bilhops  of  Norwich  had  here  for  coining 
'of  money,  a privilege  which  many  great  fees,  both 
in  England  and  beyond  fea,  were  endowed  witli ; 
but  this  is  a miflake,  it  being  fo  called  long  before 
the  fee  at  Elmham,  Thetford,  or  Norwich,  had  any 
right  or  interefl  in  it ; Mel  is  to  be  met  with  in 
many  towns,  as  Melford,  Melbum,  Melton,  &c.  from 
Mel,  a river,  and  Ing,  a meadow;  we  find  alfo  a 
priory  at  Minding  in  Lincolnfliire. 

Bifliop  Beaufoe  had  a grant  from  the  Conqueror 

of  this  town,  Sedgeford  in  Smithdon  hundred . 

Eccles  in  Shropham  hundred Langham  in  Holt 

hundred — Gunton  and  Shipdam  in  North  Erping- 

ham  hundred Walfliam  in  Walfliam  hundred — ' 

Blofield  and  Plumflead  in  Blofield  hundred — Hemef- 
by  in  Well  Elegg  hundred — Rockland  in  Henllead 
hundred — Mendham  in  Earfliam  hundred — North 

Langley  in  Loddon  hundred Helraingham  and 

Thurning  in  Evnsford  hundred — Taverham  and  At- 
tleburgh  in  Taverham  hundred — Blickling,  Barning- 
hani,  .Eaft  Beckham,  Mafliam  and  Stratton  in  South 
Erpingham  hundred — Horl'ey  in  Happing  hundred — 
Scratby,  Ormefby  and  Thrigby,  in  Eafl  Elegg  hun- 
dred— Stratton  in  Depwadc  hundred — Raveningham 
in  Clavering  hundred — CrelTingham  Magna  In  South 
Greenhoe  hundred — Hunflanton  in  Smithdon  hun- 
dred— Stanford  in  Grimfhoe  hundred — Gatcley  in 
Launditch  hundred — Colkirk  in  Brodicrcrofs  hun- 
dred— Saxlingham  in  Gallow  hundred — Snetterley, 

Burningham  and  Melton,  in  Holt  hundred Hin- 

dringham  and  Thorpe  in  North  Greenhoe  hundred. 
— Houghton,  Barningham  and  Beckham,  in  North 
Erpingham  hundred — Hendington  in  Walfham  hun- 
dred  Plumflead  in  Burlingham,  Freethorpe  and 

Litcham,  Bradiflon,  Catton  and  Bucham,  Brundall 

aneb 
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jiiul  Witton  in  Blofield  hundred — ^Whnterton,  Sorner- 
ton,  Afliby  Martham,  Rollcfby  Burgh,  Baft  wick, 
Hadefcoe,  Billockby  and  Clippefby  in  Weft  l^egg 
hundred — South  Burlingham  and  Tn'Cifhall  m Hen- 
Head  hundred,  and  the  lands  of  St.  Michael  m Nor- 
wich, and  Tavefham  in  Taverham  hundred. 

All  thefe  lordfliips  were  granted  to  him,  to  be  held 
by  him  in  fee,  in  his  owm  right.^ 

Gavton-Well-FIall.  Near  to  Gayton  (and  now 
included  in  Gayton  town)  when  the  book  of  Doomf- 
day  was  made,  was  a town  called  Welle,  from  its 
watery  feite. 

Of  this  town  or  lordfhip,  Stigand  (who  held  it  as 
a lay  fee)  w^as  deprived  by  the  Conqueror,  who  gave: 
it  to  William  de  Efehoies,  or  Scohies,  who  polfelfed  , 
it  but  a fliort  time,  and  gave  it  to  the  abbey  of  St. 
Stephen’s  at  Caen  in  Normandy. 

King  Richard  II.  in  his  5th  year,  granted  this 
priory  and  manor  to  fir  John  Devereux  and  Mary 
his  wife,  and  Joan  their  daughter,  for  their  li\^es  ; 
and  on  the  25th  of  June,  in  the  3d  of  Henry  V. 
John  Wodehoufe,  elq.  (the  renowned  warrior)  had 
a grant  of  it  by  the  name  of  the  priory,  or  houfe  of 
Wells,  with  the  manor  of  Wells,  to  be  held  by  the 
fervice  of  a rofe,  to  be  paid  on  Midfu miner-day.  In 
1421  he  obtained  licence  to  appropriate  the  redory 
which  belonged  to  the  priory,  and  was  now  veiled 
in  him,  to  the  chauntry  prieft  of  the  Holy  Trinity, 
and  the  five  wounds  of  Chrift,  in  the  lower  chapel 
of  the  charnel  houfe  at  Norwich,  near  to  the  cathe- 
dral church,  wherein  he  was  afterwards  buried,  which 
prieft  w'as  to  officiate  there  for  his  foul.  The  manor 
was  ^t  this  time  valued  at  23I.  10s.  2d.  per  ann. 

T 3 . Roger 
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Roger  Weft,  efq.  prcfented  to  the  vicarage 
1694,  as  lord  of  Well-Hall,  and  in  1699:  after  this 

Sharrock,  efq.  was  lord,  and  by  his  laft  wilj 

gave  the  patronage  of  the  vicarage  of  Gayton  to  the 
lee  of  Norwich ; the  bifliop  of  Norwich  prefented  in 
J707  and  1740. 

Robert  Sharrock,  ,efq.  of  Gately  in  the  hundred 
of  Launditch  is  the  prefent  proprietor  and  lord  of 
the  manor. 

NEWTON  WEST.  (Wrote  Nivetuna  in  the 
grand  furvey,  that  is,  a Tuna,  or  Town,  nigh  to  a 
water,  or  river,  as  this  is,  and  not  as  fome  may 
conceive  from  its  new  feite,  or  erection.)  It  was  a be- 
ru,ite  to  the  manor  of  Snettifliam,  and  held  by  the 
archbifiiop  Stigand,  in  the  Confeffors  time,  in  his 
p-tvn  right,  who  being  in  arms  againfl  the  Conque- 
ror!, he  feized  on  it,  and  gave  it  to  Odo  bifliop  of 
Baieux  in  France,  his  brother  in  law,  lord  at  the 
furvey. 

There  are  two  manors  in  this  town,  which  ad- 
joins to  Sandringham,  and  is  about  feven  railet 
from  Lynn. 


Buckenham  Manor,  and 
Beaufoe’s,  or  Rivet’s  Manor. 

In,  1297,  the  25th  of  Edward  I.  Hugh  de  Buckr 
onham  kept  his  court  here,  and  gave  name  to-  the 
manor  of  Buckenham. 

Both  thefe  manprs,  after  many  defeents,  came  to 
the  Hofles,  and  by  marriage  pf  a daughter  to  the 
late  Henry  Cornifh  Henley,  efq.  whofe  only  fon  is 
a minor,  1778. 


The 
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The  church  of  Newton  is  dedicated  to  St.  Peter 
and  St.  Paul,  and  is  a refiory.  The  Rev.  James 
Sharp  is  the  prefent  refl-or,  and  was  prefented  by 
the  late  king  in  1732. 

PENTNEY,  Manor  and  Priory,  The  prior).' 
founded  in  this  town  was  dedicated  to  the  Virgin 
Mary  and  St.  Maiy’  Magdalen,  and  had  confidcra- 
ble  endowments. 

Sir  John  de  Thorpe  gave,  in  the  i6th  of  Edward 

II,  a lordfliip  in  Gayton  Thorpe,  with  a meffuage, 
one  hundred  acres  of  land,  four  of  paBure  there, 
and  in  Walton,  Wykes  and  Bckefwcll,  and  the  ad- 
vowfon  of  a moiety  of  die  church  of*  Gayton 
Thorpe,  with  twenty-eight  acres  of  land  in  Tilney  ; 
and  before  this,  in  the  11th  of  the  faid  king,  the 
prior  had  licence  to  purchafe  a meffuage,  twenty-two 
acres  of  land,  two  roods  of  pafture,  and  feven  fliil- 
lings  rent  of  Amicia,  wife  of  John  Butterwick,  in 
Fincham  and  Stradfet ; and  in  the  43d  ol  Edward 

III.  had  a patent  for  the  manor  of  Belhoufe,  ip 
North  Tuddenham. 

In  the  44th  of  Edward  III,  the  prior  had  a grant 
of  free  warren  in  this  manor.  Weft  Bilney  and 
Thorpe;  and  in  the  iQth  of  Richard  II.  the  men  qf 
Pentney  were  allowed  to  be  toll  free,  it  being  cfteein- 
cd  an  dent  demeans. 

Ellis  houfe  had  alfo  a manor  in  Ketteringharq, 
with  the  reftory  appropriated,  and  the  patronage  of 
the  vicarage,  to  which  Richard  dc  la  Rokele  added 
land;  and  Alice  de  Kangham,  who  in  1249, 
twenty-eight  acres  of  land,  eight  of  wood,  and  five 
ftiillings  rent'per  ami. 

T4 
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Shottifiiam  All  Saints,  and  St.  Botolph’s  reaories 
were  appropriated,  and  they  prefcnted  to  the  vica- 
rages of  thofe  churches.  ' Shottilham  St.  Mary’s 
church  was  alfo  appropriated,  to  which  they  prefent- 
ed  a vicar,  and  was  granted  by  William  dc  Roos, 
with  a carucate  of  land,  in  1311,  who  married 
Maud  de  Vaux.  The  churches  of  Pentney,  I'hur- 
fton,  Weh  Bilney,  Shernbournc,  and  Reepharn, 
alias  Whitwell,  appropiatcd  alfo ; and  the  prefenta- 
tion  of  the  vicar  of  Shernbourne,  . Whitwell  and 
Thurfton,  in  Norfolk,  was  in  this  priory,'  with  the 
patronage  of  St.  Mary’s  church  of  Warham. 

.'\bout  the  time  of  the  fupprefTion,  here  was  a 
prior  with  thirteen  canons. 

King  Henry  VIII.  on  the  1 ith  of  March,  in  his 
30th  year,  granted  to  Thomas  Mildmay,  efq.  audi- 
tor of  the  Exchequer,  the  feite  of  this  dilfolved  pri- 
ory, Avith  a water-mill,  the  manor  of  Pentney,  cal- 
led Alhwood,  a foldcourfe  for  two  hundred  fiieep, 
and  all  the  melTuages,  lands,-  Sec.  belonging  to  the 
faid  priory  in  this  town ; and  king  Edward  VI.  in 
Ids  4th  year,  February  26,  granted  him  the  impro- 
priated reclory.  Sir  Thomas  Mildmay,  his  fon, 
conveyed  all  the  aforefaid  premifes  to  Francis  Wind- 
Iiam,  efq.  a judge  of  the  King’s  Bench;  and  on 
.April  1,  in  the  20th  of  James  I.  fir  Henry  Wind- 
ham had  licence  to  fell  it  to  fir  Edward  Bullock, 
knt.  of  Falkbourn-hall  in  Effex,  from  vvrhom  it  was 
conveyed  to  fir  Thomas  Richardfon,  knt.  lord  chief 
juftice  of  the  King’s  Bench,  who  died  feifed  of  it 
OiSober  24,  1631;  and  fir  Thomas,  his  fon,  inhe- 
rited it, 

The  family  of  Violet  in  Norfolk,’  had  after  this 
an  intercit  herein. 

■ Charles 
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Charles  Norvys,  dq.  of  Wood  Ditton  in  Cain- 
brid«->-e{hire,  was  lord  about  jyio. . 

O 

* 

This  manor  is  now  in  the  heirs  pf  the  late 

Lloyd,  efq.  of  Epping  in  EDTex. 

Robert  Jodde  was  prior  in  1526.  FIc  v\-as  the 
lafl  prior,  and  with  Richard  Lynne,  and  twelve 
other  canons,  fubfcribed  to  the  king’s  fupreinacy 
September  g,  1^534,  and  furrendered  this  priory  to 
the  king,  and  had  penhons  for  life. 

The  fcite  of  this  priory  is  about  a mile  weftward 
of  the  church;  the  gate-houfe,  which  is  a curious 
building  of  frce-flone,  is  hill  handing,  and  covered 
with  lead : a print  of  it  was  publiflicd  a few-  years 
lince  by  Mr.  Millicent. 

The  church  of  Pentney  was  dedicated  to  St.  Ma- 
r\^  Magdalen,  and  appropriated  to  the  priory. 

ROYDON,  or  REYDON,  or  RYDON,  was  in 
king  Edwards  time  a beruite,  or  berwick,  appertain- 
ing or  belonging  to  the  great  or  capital  lordlhip  of 
Siiettiflram. 

It  takes  its  name  from  Rye,  or  Rei,  (river)  of 
which  fee  in  Ryfing  ; and  Don,  or  Dun,  a hill. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  this  town  w^as  in  the 
Wodehoufe  family. 

Sir  Richard  de  Wodehoufe,  fon  of  fir  William, 
Hved  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  and  was  lord  of 
Roydon,  and  by  virtue  of  this  loixiniip,  Sec.  lield  of 
the_  cahle  of  Rifing,  was  obliged  to  repair  and 
mainum  a tower  of  that  taflle  called  Wodelioufe's 

tower, 
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tower,  and  paid  a fum  of  money  yearly  for  tlie  ca,f- 
tle  guard,  and  as  we  prefumc  lived  here. 

John  Wodehoufe,  efq.  of  the  body  to  king  Henry 
V.  famous  for  his  gallant  behaviour  at  the  battle  of 
Agincourt,  had  his  refidence  here,  and  was  confia- 
ble  of  the  caftle  of  Rifing. 

It  appears  from  a manufcript  of  William  de  Wor- 
cefter,  alias  Botoher,  who  lived  in  the  reigns  of 
Henry  VI.  and  Edward  IV.  that  he  was  in  the  reti- 
nue and  family  of  fir  John  Faflolfe,  knight  of  the 
garter,  (his  herald,  and  one  of  his  executors)  that 
this  John  Wodehoufe  built  here  a large  and  mofl 
royal  and  beautiful  manor-houfe,  called  the  Rev, 
on  the  river  hereby,  which  coll  him  above  two  thou- 
fand  marks  fterling,  with  hately  offices,  &c.  about 
a mile  from  Riling,  in  which  he  died  1430  ; and  that 
this  noble  edifice  was  entirely  dellroyed,  and  pulled 
down  to  the  ground,  by  the  advice  and  affi fiance  of 
Thomas  lord  Scales,  about  September  21,  1454, 
by  the  confent  of  the  heir  of  the  founder,  and  his 
particular  friend : the  reafon  alligncd  is,  that  Tho- 
mas Daniel,  efq.  of  Lancafliire,  late  flrenlf  of  ■ Nor- 
folk, by  the  affiflance  and  power  of  John  Mowbray, 
duke  of  Norfolk,  on  account  of  his  marr^’ing  a 
kinfworaan  of  the  faid  duke,  pretending  a right  and 
title  to  the  faid  lordfliip,  fallly  affertitig  that  Wode- 
houfe, the  heir  to  his  father,  the  founder,  had  given 
it  to  him.  On  this  pretence  he  feveral  times  entered 
the  fame  by  force,  and  a great  army  of  the  duke. 
And  this  the  lord  Scales  did  out  of  a good  intention, 
though  much  to  the  lofs  and  damage  of  Wode- 
houle’s  heir. 

Upon  this  \ve  2:nefumc  the  faid  Thomas  Daniel 
became  lord,  and  was  alio’  coiiHablc  of  Riling  caf- 

ilc, 
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tie,  5cc.  but  on  the  accefTion  of  Edward  IV.  the  faid 
Thomas  is  faid  to  have  been  attainted,  and  it  was 
then  mod  likely  granted  to  Anthony  Woodville, 
who  was  created  lord  Scales,  having  married  Eliza^ 
beth,  daughter  and  heir  of  Thomas  lord  Scales 
abovementioned  : on  the  death  of  this  lady,  ii*i  the 
13th  of  Edward  IV.  it  was  found  that  fhe  held  this 
manor  of  Roydon ; and  Anthony  lord  Scales,  &c. 
in  her  right  prefented  to  this  reftory  in  1473  and 
1479- 

On  die  death  of  Anthony  lord  Scales  and  earl 
Rivers,  it  probably  came  again  into  the  Wodehoufe 
family:  in  1552  and  1561,  Margaret,  widow  of 
Thomas  Wodehoufe,  cfq.  eldell  fon  of  fir  Roger 
Wodehoufe,  (who  died  in  1547,  before  his  father) 
being  jointured  herein,  prefented  to  the  church  ; 
and  Roger  ^ Vodehoufe,  efq.  was  lord  in  the  36th  of 
Henry  VIII. 

Soon  after  this  it  was  polTelTcd  by  Ralph  Waller, 
cfq.  who  prefented  to  the  church  in  1564  and  1572  ; 
afterwards  Ricliard  Hovell,  efq.  was  lord  of  it.  In 
the  ad  year  of  king  James  I.  the  receiver  of  Henry 
Howard,  earl  of  Northampton,  accounted  for  i lool. 
paid  to  Richard  Hovell,  efq.  for  the  purchalc  of 
the  manor  of  Roydon  ; and  in  the  next  year  a fine 
was  levied  thereof,  and  of  lands  bought  there  of 
Thomas  Fofter  and  Edward  Callow,  See. 

The  faid  earl,  by  deed  dated  April  13,  in  the 
Sth  of  king  James,  granted  to  Owen  Shepherd,  the 
next  prefentation  of  this  church,  to  which  is  his  feal 
of  arms,  four  coats,  viz.  Howard,  Brotherton,  War- 
ren  and  Mowbray,  within  the  garter ; and  died  pof- 
d It  in  1616,  and  then  came  to  Thomas 

owai  call  of  Arundel,  his  heir,  and  afterwaids 

to 


HUNDRED  AND  HALF 


260 

to  the  Howards,  earls  of  Berkfhire,  and  to  the  pre- 
lent  lord,  the  earl  of  Suffolk. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  All  Saints,  and  is  a 
refloiy. 

The  prefent  re£lor  is  the  Rev.  Philip  Pyle. 

RUNCTON,  NORTH.  This  lordfliip  ^vas  in 
the  lords  P>ardoIf  of  Hoo,  and  in  this  family  it  con- 
tinued till  the  death  of  Thomas  lord  Bardolf,  who- 
was  attainted  and  beheaded,  being  in  rebellion  againft 
king  Henry  IV,  and  that  king  granted  it  to  his  bro- 
ther, Thomas  Beaufort,  duke  of  Exeter. 

In  the  iff  of  king  Edward  VI.  Chriflopher  Co- 
ningfby,  efq.  of  Wallington,  was  found  to  dic.fcifed 
of  it,  and  left  it  to  his  three  daughters  and  coheirs, 
Elizabeth,  Ann,  and  Amy.  Francis  Gawdy,  efq. 
by  the  marriage  of  Elizabeth,  the  eldefl,  had  a third 
part  of  the  fame:  dhomas  Clark,  cfc[.  of  Hamp- 
ifhiie,  who  mamed  Amy,  and  Alexander  Balara,  efq, 
rvho  married  Ann,  held  the  other  two  parts  in  the  ill 
of  Elizabeth,  tvhich  were  purchafed  by  the  faid 
Gawdy,  afterwards  a knight,  and  lord  chief  juflice 
of  the  common  pleas.  At  his  death  in,  or  about 
1605',  it  came  to  his  daughter  and  heir  Elizabeth, 
who  by  Tir  William  Hatton,  alias  Newport,  had  a 
daughter  and  heir  Frances,  married  to  Robert  Rich, 
carl  of  Warwick,  lord  of  this  town  in  her  right, 
and  was  fold  by  him  on  the  ill  of  June,  in  the  12th 
year  of  king  James  I.  to  George  Cremcr,  alias 
Skryme,  which  George  was  third  Ion  of  John  Cic- 
rncr,  of  Snettilham  in  Norfolk. 

This  lordfliip  is  now  by  marriage  in  the  family  of 
lord  Fiu-Williains  in  Ireland. 

Tq 
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To  this  town  the  hamlets  of  Setchy  Magna  and 
Hardwick  belong. 

SANDRINGHAM,  called  Sant-Dcrfmgham  in 
the  book  of  Doomfday,  from  Sand  and  Derhngham. 
This  town  adjoins  to  bcrfingham  to  the  irortli,  and 
to  \Veft  Newton  fouth ; lies  about  eight  miles  north- 
cah  of  Lvnn.  lire  diflances  meafured  with  the 
wheel  from  Lynn,  through  CalUe-Rifing,  over  San- 
dringham heath,  and  through  Derfingham,  to  Snet- 
tihiam  and  Hunftanton  Cliff,  St.  Edmund’s  Point, 
are  as  follow : 

Miles 

Frbm  the  fouth  gate  at  Lynn  to  the  crofs  in  the 
market  - . - - 1 

To  the  toll-gate  at  Gay  wood  - - 2. 

To  CafUe-Rifirig  - - . “ 3 

d o Babingley  Lane  over  the  bridge  - ^ 

By  Sandringham  lodge  to  the  fhip  at  Derfingham  3 
To  Mr.  Ho  lie’s  plantations  - - _ 1 

'I’o  Ingoldilihorpe  common  by  Mount  Amelia  1 
f rom  Ingoldilihorpe  fall-gate  by  Newbridge  and 
Mrs.  Styleman’s  plantations,  to  Snettifliam  1 
From  Snettiffiam  to  Mr.  Rolle’s  plantations  at 
Hcacham  - - - “ 3 

•From  Heacham  to  Hunflantdii  Cliff  - 3 


Total  19 


Woon  Hall,  probably  the  name  of  the  houfc 
■formerlv,  as  well  as  the  manor. 

111  the  20th  of  Edward  III.  Roger  de  Sandring- 
ham held  it : it  came  not  long  after  into  the  family 
of  the  Cobbes  by  the  marriage  of  the  daughter  and 
heirefs  of  Rivet. 


It 


i6s 


HUNDREt)  and  half 

It  continued  in  the  family  of  the  Cobbes  till  the 
year  1686,  in  the  reign  of  James  II. 

^ The  lafl  of  the  Cobbe  family  in  poire  hi  on  wai 
Jeffrey,  Avho  married  the  daughter  of  Ifaac  Aftlcy,  of^ 
Melton-Conhable,  efq.  He  fold  this  lordfliip  about 
the  year  16S6  to  fir  Edward  Atkins,  lord  chief  baron 
of  the  exchequer,  who  fliortly  after  conveyed  it  to 
James  Hohe,  efq.  fonof  Theodore  Hofle,  and  Jane, 
daughter  of  James  Defmarhres,  a rich  merchant  of 
London,  who  by  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Edward 
Sley,  alderman  of  London,  had  James  Hohe,  efq. 
who  maniecl  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  fir  Edward  Wal- 
pole, knight  of  the  Bath,  of  Houghton  in  Norfolk, 
by  whom  he  had  James  Hohe,  efq,  whofe  fon  and 
heir,  James,  married  Sufan,  daughter  of  Anthony 
Hammond,  efq.  of  South  Wotton  by  Lynn,  leaving 
a daughter  and  heirefs,  Sufan,  who  married  Heniy 
Cornilh  Henley,  efq. 

The  arms  of  Hohe,  azure,  a bull’s  head,  cabofed,, 
argent,  winged  and  horned,  or. 

William  Cobbe,  grandfori  of  William,  and  Mary 
his  wife,  daughter  of  fir  Henry  Bedingfield,  of  Ox- 
borough,  bait,  and  who  w'as  only  ten  years  old  at 
tlie  death  of  his  father  Jehrey  Cobbe,  July  14,  1623, 
\vas  a great  loyalih,  and  a colonel  in  the  army : he 
dihinguiflied  himfelf  much  in  the  civil  wars,  and 
buffered  confiderably  for  his  attachment  to  the  king’s 
caufe ; probably  he  was  rewarded,  like  mofi;  other 
loyalifls,  after  the  rehoration  of  Charles  II.  as  wc 
find  him  felling  his  eflate  in  the  lecond  year  of  the 
next  reign. 

On  Sandringham  heath  is  dug  up  great  plenty  of 
(lone,  called  carr  or  iron  flone.  A great  quariy  of 

this 
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lUis  ciirr  Bone  may  be  feen  at  Snettifliam,  in  a clofe, 
die  property  of  Nicolas  Styleman,  efq.  which  is  by 
far  {'upcrior  to  that  found  on  Sandringham  heath: 
the  iloncs  dug  out  are  larger  and  more  durable.  Sir 
Robert  Walpole  built  the  llables  at  Houghton  of  this 
carr  done,  taken  from  a dole  adjoining  to  Mr. 
St\ieiuaii’s  quarry.  It  is  foft  and  crumbling  at  firfl,  - 
and  has  the  appearance  of  brown  fugar,  and  is  of- 
ten ludicroufly  called  fo,  but  it  hardens  by  being  ex- 
pofed  in  the  air,  and  grows  durable  by  age. 

The  church  of  Sandringham  Hands  upon  an  emi- 
nence, is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  and  is 
a re<5lory.  'Fhe  Rev.  James  Sharp  is  the  prefent 
rc6ior. 

On  a grave-llone  near  the  font,  with  a brafs  plate : 
Here  under  lyeth  William  Cobbes,  of  Sandringham  in 
the  county  of  JVorfolk,  who  marryed  Dorothy,  one  of  the 
dowghters  of  Syr  John  Spclman,  Knyght,  and  had  yjfue 
betxoeyxt  them  iiii  fom  arid  viii  dou'ghters,  and  the  fayd 
William  deccjfed  the  xviii  day  of  January  in  the  xxxviii 
yere  of  Kyng  Henry  the  viii.  A".  Dni.  m.ccccc.xli* 
AUb  on  brafs  plates  the  arms  of  Cobbe,  per  che\'ion, 
fable  and  gules,  in  chief,  two  fwans,  proper,  repec- 
tant,  and  in  bafe,  a herring  cobb,' naiant,  or;  and 
Botelcr  quarterly,  impahng  Spelman  and  Narburgh, 
quarterly. 

In  the  church-yard,  on  the  north  fide,  are  thefc 
altar  tombs,  covered  with  black  flabs. 

One- — In  memory  of  Theodore  Hojle,  Efq.  who  mar- 
ried Elizabeth,  daughter  of Burleigh,  Efq.  impal- 

ing  argent,  a lion  rampant,  fable,  and  a'  fefs  wavy, 
azure,  over  all,  and  died  in  1723. 


Another 
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Another  of — James  Hcjl.c,  ejq.  who  died  1729,  im- 
paling Walpole:  he  married  , a daughter  of 

fir  Edward  Walpole,  of  Houghton. 

Alfo  one  for-^^j.  Hojle^  Efq.  who  died  i 744,  im- 
paling Hammond:  he  married  Sufan,  daughter  of 
Anthony  Hammond,  of  South  Wotton,  efq.  azure, 
three  doves,  between  two  chevronels,  or. 

T.  here  alfo  lies  interred  on  the  north  fide,  two  fons 
of  the  late  major  James  Hofle,  both  of  \vhom  died 
minors ; by  their  deceafe,  the  Sandringham  eflatc 
devolved  to  their  filler  Sufan,  the  only  daughter  of 
the  major,  who  became  heirefs,  and  married  Henry 
Cornifli  Henlcv,  elc].  of  Leigh  in  Dorfetfhire, . who 
died  high  fliei iff  of  that  county  in  the  year  1774. 
His  father  ivas  reprefen tative  in  parliament  for  Lyme 
Regis,  and  011  Augufl  28,  1740,  married  Catherine, 
daughter  and  heirefs  of  the  Rev.  Hugh  Charles  Hare 
of  Docking:  he  died  May  8,  1748:  his  relief  Ca- 
therine died  Odober  15,  17 78,  having  furvived  Mr. 
Henley  thirty  years.  At  her  deceafe,  flae  left  her 
cRates  at  Docking  and  Southmere  to  John  Henley, 
clq.  youngeR  fon  of  her  late  hufband,  and  brodier 
to  the  late  Henry  Cornifli  Henley,  elq.  of  Sandring- 
ham, alfo  brother  to  the  lady  of  Nicolas  Styleman, 
clcp  of  Snettifliam. 

By^the  death  of  the  two  fons  of  major  HoRc,  the 
family  eRates  at  Derfingham  and  IngoldiRhorpe,  for 
want  of  iffue  male,  devolved  to  the  late  captain 
HoRc,  and  at  his  deceafe  in  April,  17 78,  to  Dixon 
HoRe,  efq.  his  eldeR  fon. 

SETCHY  MAGNA,  and  H.\RDWICK,  are 
two  hamlets  belonging  to  North  Rundon : Setchy 
Magna  is  on  the  great  road  from  London  to  L)’iin, 

on 
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on  a navigable  river,  called  (lilgher  up)  the  Nar; 
but  in  an  old  record  we  find  the  river  here  called 
the  Eve,  and  fo  probably  takes  its  name,  as  fet  011 
that  river,  over  which  there  is  here  a bridge. 

It  was  part  of  the  lord  Bardolf’s  manor  of  Rune- 
ton,  and  that  lord  had  a charter  of  free  warren  at 
Magna  Setchy,  anno  33d  of  Flenry  ill.  livith  a' 
weekly_  market  on  Monday, . and  two  fairs  in  the 
year.  From  tliofe  lords  it  palTed  as  above,  and  was 
part  of  the  earl  of  Warwick's  manor  of  Runfton, 
who  in  the  reign  of  king  James  I.  had  the  grant  of 
a market  here  every  fortnight  on  Tuefday,  for  fat 
cattle  ; and  butchers  from  Noiwich,  and  all  parts 
of  this  country'  refort  to  it. 

The  church  of  North  Run£lon  is  dedicated  to  All 
Saints.  In  1701,  Auguft  13,  the  old  church  was 
defiroyed  by  the  fall  of  the  tower  upon  it,  and 
about  1710,  rebuilt,  the  following  gentlemen,  See. 
being  the  principal  benefadors  to  it. 

William  lord  Fitz  Willianis  gave  look  Rowland 
Okeover,  efq.  30I.  Trmity'*College,  Cambridge,  20I. 
fir  Ralph  Hare,  bart.  lol.  fir  John  Turner  2I.  Ro- 
bert Walpole,  elq.  3I.  John  Turner,  efq.  3I.  13s, 
4d.  Henry  Bell  15I.  Henry  Towers  1 7I.  Charles  '' 
Wright,  redor,  20I.  William  Adamfon,  clerk,  3I, 
James  Everard,  clerk,  3I, 

The  prefent  reflor  is  the  Rev.  Philip  Bell,  who 
was  prefented  in  the  year  1777. 

^ Robert  Coney,  efq,  late  lieutenant  colonel  of  the 
Norfolk  militia,  and  while  that  corps  was  embodied 
in  the  late  war  and  marched  out  of  the  county,  has 
a handfome  leat  in  this  town, 
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SOUTH  LYNN  was  a lordfhip  at  the  time  of 
the  Conqueror,  and  had  feveral  manors  in  it.  It 
was  a diflin£l  village  from  the  borough  of  Lynn,  as 
appears  by  the  following  prefentment. 

In  the  38th  of  Henry  III.  the  jury  prefent,  that 
there  was  a common  way  from  this  village  to  Lynn 
Bilhop’s,  beyond  the  bridge  called  South  Bridge, 
which  bridge  wanted  to  be  repaired,  and  they  lay  that 
the  men  of  the  burgh  always,  from  time  immemorial,  • 
ufed  to  repair  and  build  anew  that  part  of  the  bridge 
called  the  draught,  and  that  they  ought  not  to  repair 
any  other  part. 

Godscroft  or  Westacre  Manor  at  die  dilTolu- 
tion  came  to  the  crown. 

Manor  of  Scales  How%  Sir  Edmund  Thorpe 
was  lord  in  the  3d  of  Henry  IV*  in  right  of  the 
lady  Joan  his  wife,  rel'ift  of  the  lord  Scales  : in  this 
family  it  continued  till  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  heir 
of  Thomas  lord  Scales,  brought  it  by  marriage  to 
Anthony  VVoodville,  lord  Scales  ; and  on  her  death 
the  families  of  Howard  and  Tindale  were  her  heirs. 

On  a divifion  of  the  ehate  of  the  Scales’s,  on  the 
accefhon  of  king  Henry  VIL  to  the  crown,  this  ma- 
nor, See.  (as  may  be  feen  in  Middleton)  came  to  the 
earl  of  Oxford,  as  one  of  the  heirs;  and  on  the 
death  of  John  de  Vere,  earl  of  Oxford,  without  if- 
fue,  to  his  fillers  and  coheirs. 

Edmund  Mortimer,,  earl  of  March,  See.  v\*as  ca* 

pital  lord  of  this  manor  in  the  3d  of  Henry  VL 
% 

Setchy  Parva  w'as  a hamlet  in  the  parifli  of 
South  Lynn.  In  this  Setchy  Parva,  on  the  banks 

of 
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of  the  river,  and  near  the  Oufe  river,  was  Hall 
pLACfe  or  Manor. 

In  the  iith  year  of  king  Edward  III.  Matthew 
Hcriewine  conveyed  “by  hile  and  trud  to  Tdiomas 
Duraunt,  parfon  of  Clenchwarton,  William  Du- 
raunt  of  South  Lynti,  and  John  Kervyle  of  Wig- 
genhall,  feveii  melTuages,  a lakwork,  feventy-five 
acres  of  land,  twenty-nine  of  meadow,  a turbary, 
forty  (hillings  tent,  a fillicry  at  Setchv  hithe,  with 
appurtenances  in  South  Lynn,  Weft  Winch,  Wig- 
geilhall,  and  North  Runefon,  and  the  advowfton  of 
the  hofpital  of  St.  Laurence  at  Hardwick  dam,  to- 
gether with  the  rents,  homages,  fcrvices,  8cc.  of  the 
mafter  of  the  faid  hofpital,  of  the  prior  of  Worme- 
gay,  the  prior  of  Weftacre,  and  of  John  de  Lcnn. 

This  manor  continued  in  the  family  of  the  Du- 
jaunts  from  the  time  of  Edw^ard  III.  till  the  reign  of 
Henry  VI.  Afterwards  it  came  to  the  Waltons  and 
the  BedingfieldSi 

In  the  17th  of  Edward  IV.  Edmund  Bcdingfield 
was  lord ; and  in  a court  held  of  this  manor,  grants 
to  John  Notris,  vicar  of  South  Lynn,  the  feite  of 
the  hofpital  of  St.  Laurence,  which  was  then  burnt, 
till  it  w'as  rebuilt. 

In  the  family  of  the  Bedingfields,  of  Oxbu^h, 
in  remained  till  fir  Henry  Bedingfield,  bart.  fold  it 
in  the  reign  of  king  George  I.  to  the  lord  Fitz  Wil- 
liams, in  which  family  it  remains. 

This  village  of  South  Lynn  was  always  a diftinft 
and  feparate  place  from  King’s  Lynn,  till  in  the  4th 
and  5th  ot  Philip  and  Mary,  it  was  granted  to  be 
annexed  as  a member  of  that  burgh  for  ever,  under 
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the  fame  government,  and  to  enjoy  the  fame  privi- 
leges, and  to  be  exempt  from  any  power  or  authori- 
ty of  the  fherilF  of  Norfolk. 

Several  religious  houfes  had  poffelTions  here. 

Here  was  alfo  a houfe  called  the  White  Houfc, 
or  the  Dairy,  with  one  hundred  and  feventy-three 
acres  of  pahure  and  meadow,  held  by  fir  George 
Kemp,  knt.  of  Pentlow  hall  in  Elfex,  in  the  gth  of 
Charles  I. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  All  Saints,  and  is  a 
vicarage.  It . is  a regular  pile,  built  in  form  of  a 
crofs,  with  three  ifles  and  a chancel,  covered  with 
lead,  the  whole  being  about  one  hundred  and  forty 
feet  long;  the  breadth  of  the  ifles  forty-eight  feet, 
the  crofs  ille  eighty-three  feet  long ; at  the  well  end 
was  a hrong  tower,  four  fquare,  with  battlements  of 
flone,  and  thereon  a Oraft,  with  the  weather-cock ; 
the  tower  being  about  eighiy-two  feet  high,  and  the 
fliaft  thirt^^ ; anti  five  tuneable  bells. 

The  tower  fell  down  in  1763,  and  part  of  the  end  of 
the  church,  which  is  now  repaired  with  a llrong  brick 
wall ; on  the  top  of  which  is  a kind  of  cupola,  oi 
wood.  See.  ill  which  hangs  one  fmall  bell. 

In  the  chancel  lies  a marble  gi'ave-llone  with  the 
arms  of  Baron ; in  chief,  a crefeent,  and  decrefeent, 
and  in  bafe,  a mullet. 

pa/n's  tumulum  charijfmii  et  medicina  doBorts 
(xvnii,  hie  fitus  ejl  Andr.  Baron,  M.  A.  collegium  Pe^ 
trejife  apud  Cantab  rig.  utrojej;  alumnos  Jovebat,  utrofq; 
Jociorum  titulo  merito  adornavil,  mater  Jumma  cum  amo^ 
re  fdios  amplesa  ejl,  ct  Jilij  matrem.  Virtutes  mcdcjlta 
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fmper  vduit  refonari,  filet  itaq;  monununtvm.  Patris 
'ohitim  proxmus  indicat  lapis,  Inc  flij  qid  quicquid  'fuit 
viortah  depqfiiit  Aug.  14',  A.  D.  <stat.  74- 

Utiiq;  hic.jiixta  pace  requiejcant,  utriq;  ad  gloriam^ 
juxta  rejurgant. — Hie  jacet  Sam.  Baron,  M.  D.  qtii 
pojl  <hanc  vitam  quam  bonis  openbui,  et  vera  pietate  or~ 
naverat,  cedo  donalus  eji  29  Apr.  X H.  1673. 


The  plate  belonging  to  the  communion  is  confi- 
dcrable,  in  the  whole  one  hundred  and  fifty-four 
ounces  ten  -penny  weights ; about  one  hundred  and 
thirty  ounces  of  it  was  the  gift  of  the  lady  Etheldre- 
da  Hovell,  relift  of  fir  William  Hovell,  of  Hilling- 
ton,  foie  daughter  and  heir  of  Thomas  Lilly. 

At  the  dilTolution  this  impropriate  reftory 'being 
in  the  crown,  was  afligned  to  the  lady  Mary,  before 
file  came  to  the  crpwn,  and  was  valued  at  ill.  gd, 
per  ann.  i 

In  the  2oth  of  James  I.  it  was  poffelTed  by  fir 
John  Jolleys. 


In  the  year  1718  the  Rev.  Thomas  Pyle,  (mini- 
fler  of  St.  Margaret’s  afterwards)  was  prefented  to 
this  vicarage  by  the  Bifhop  of  Ely:  on  his  deceafe 
the  bifliop  prefented  the  Rev.  Charles  Phelpes,  the 
prefent  vicar. 

W.ALTON,  EAST,  The  principal  part  of  this 
town  was  in  the  hands  of  Roger  Bigot,  a Norman 
chief,  anceflor  of  the  earls  of  Norfolk. 


T his  town  is  in  the  hundred  of  Freebrjdge  Lynn, 
and  is  called  Eafl  Walton  to  difUnguifli  it  from  Weft 
^Valton  in  Frecbridge  Marfliland.  It  borders  upon 
Wellacrc,  and  was  a beruite  formerly  depending  up- 
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on  the  lordfliip  of  Pentney.  It  lies  eafl;  from  Lynn 
about  ten  miles,  an^  north- well  from  S waff  ham 
feven. 

W^EST  Dereham  Abbey  Manor.  This  manor  was 
given  to  the  abbot  and  canons  of  Weft  Dercharn,  in 
the  reign  of  Richard  I.  and  the  abbot  held  it  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  IV. 

On  the  ^th  of  July,  in  the  29th  of  Henry  VIII. 
Robert  Forman,  abbot  of-  Weft  Dereham,  leafed  to 
William  Baker,  yeoman,  of  Eaft-Walton,  for  fixty 
years  from  Michaelmas  before  the  dale,  the  feite  of 
the  faid  manor,  widi  all  the  houfes,  clofes,  mea- 
dows, demefne  lands,  liberty  of  foldage,  profits  of 
courts,  fines,  amerciaments,  wards,  marriages,  re- 
liefs, efeheats,  ,&c.  and  on  the  11th  of  April  king 
lidward  VI.  in  his  4th  year,  granted  it  to  Thomas 
• bifhop  of  Norwich,  and  his  fucceffors,  and  it  is  held 
of  the  bifliop,  by  leafe,  at  this  day.  Bifliop  Scam- 
bler  leafed  it  for  eighty  years,  in  15SS,  to  queen 
Elizabeth,  at  81.  per  ann. 

Langley  Abbey  Manor.  The  abbot  of  Langlev 
held  lands  here  in  the  reign  of  Henr\'  III. 

D y 

Prichi  of  Pentney’s  Manor.  Part  of  this  lord- 
riiip  was  held  by  the  prior  of  Pentney. 

Richmond  Fee,  or  Manor.  Alan,  earl  of  Rich- 
mond in  Yorkfliire,  had  a part  of  this  townfliip 
conferred  on  him  by  the  Conqueror,  for  his  eminent 
lervices. 

In  the  14th  of  Henry  VI,  John  duke  of  Bedford 
died  feifed  of  this  fee,  as  part  of  his  honour  of  Rich- 
mond,- and  in  the  33  th  of  that  king,  Edmund  earl 

of 
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oF  Ricliniond Was  found  to  have  it,  and  George  lord 
Latimer  held  it  under  him:  and  Richard  lord  Ljm- 

mcr  held  it  of  the  laid  honour,  in  the  gth  of  Hen- 

rv  VII. 

/ 

^VESTACRE  Priory  Manor.  Ralph  de  Tony 
gave  lands  to  the  priory  of  Wcllacre,  and  the  prior 
held  lands  here  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III. 

After  thfc  diffolution  this  manor  was  conveyed  to 
,the  Howards,  and  in  the  time  of  queen  Elizabeth  to 
lir  William  Dean. 

Howard  and  Strange’s  Manor.  Ralph  de  Bt^au- 
foe,  a Norman  baron,  had  alfo  a lordlliip  in  this 
town. 

This  lordfliip  alTumed  the  name  of  Strange’s,  from 
\Villiara  le  Strange,  who, held  it  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  III,  by  the  fourth  part  of  a fee,  of  the  heirs 
of  Beaufoc ; but  in  the  20th  of  Edward  HI.  Robert 
L’Eflrange  held  it  of  Hubert  de  Rye : the  prior  of 

Cafllcacre  had  part  of  it  ; and  in  the  25th  of  thc/ 
faid  king,  fir  John  Howard  was  found  to  hold  it  on 
his  death  of  the.  aforefaid  Roger,  by  the  Icrvice  of 
2S.  per  ann.  and  it  was  valued -at  lyl.'  per  ann. 

s 

William  Walton,  of  Eaft  Walton,  had  it  convey- 
ed  to  him  by  fine,  in  the  a 1 ft  of  Richard  II.  from 
William  Curfon  and  Maud  his  vvife. 

But  in  the  2d  of  Henry  VI.  Peter  Prioi',  re6tor  of 
Hcllefden  in  Norfolk,  (being  a truflee  for  it  as  we 
take  it)  derailed  it  to  Alice,  widow  of  fir  John  H0W7 
ard,  in  fee:  and  in  the  16th  of  that  king,  fir  John 
Howard,  fenior,  died  feifed  of  it,  leaving  it  to  his 
grand-daughter  Elizabeth,  wife  to  John  dcVcrcearl 

U4  of 
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of  Oxford,  and  it  was  in  the  Oxford  family  in  thc% 
reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  - 

The  other  moiety  was  in  fir  Robert  Southwell, ' 
who  Avas  found  to  hold  it  of  the  lord  Morley,  in  the 
6th  of  Henry  VIII.  and  Richard  Southwell,  kq.  was 
his  coufin  and  heir. 

I 

In  an  account  of  the  eftate  of  that  family,  it  ap- 
pears that  fir  Richard  granted  it  to  fir  Thomas  Gre- 
fliam,  knight. 

Here  was  alfo  a lordfhip  granted  by  king  Henry 
VIII.  to  'fir  Richard  Southwell,  in  the  38th  of  that 
king,  and  after  regranted  to  that  king  On  an  exchange 
for  Other  lands  in  the  faid  year,  December  11,  given 
by  the  king  to  Chrifl’s  college,  Oxford,  and  held  of 
that  college  by  fir  Edward  Barkhara,  bait,  and  after 
by  the  Spelmans,  his  heir-s,  and  now  by  Philip  Cafe, 
efq. 

The  church  of  Eafl-Walton  is  dedicated  to  St, 
Mary,  and,  together  with  the  chapel  of  St.  Andrew, 
was  a re£lory  formerly : afterwards  it  was  appropri- 
ated to  Weftacre  priory,  and  a vicarage  was  fettled. 

i 

In  the  chapel,  at  the  eaft  end,  lie  feA’pral  marble 
grave-flones. — On  one  the  arms  of  the  lord  Richard- 
fon,  or,  on  a chief,  fable,  three  lions  heads  _erafed, 
of  the  firll,  impaling  Barkham,  argent,  three  pallets, 
gules,  a chevron  over  all,  or. In  memory  of  Eli- 

zabeth, daughter  of  Robert  Barkha?n,  of  Southacre, 
Gent,  wife  of  the  honourable  Lord  Williajn  Kicliardfon, 
iaron  of  Cramond,  who  died  September  28,  1712,  in 
the  ^i\.th  year  of  her  age. 


On 
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On  aiiodicr,  with  the  faid  two  impaled  coats,  an 
cfcutcheon  of  pretence,  argent,  a pale  fufily,  fable, 
Daniel. 

Jn  memory  of  the  Honourable  William,  Lord  Richard^ 
Jon,  who  died  March  1719.  . 

The  arms  of  Richardfon  in  a lozenge,  witli  the 
cfcutcheon  of  pretence. — In  memory  of  Elizabeth,  fe- 
cond  wife  of  the  Honourable  Widliam,  Lord  Richardfon^ 
'who  died  December  8,  1722,  in  the  37^^  year  of  her, 
age.  • . 

On  another,  lord  Richardfon  in  the  firft  and  fo-urth 
quarter,  and  in  the  fecond  and  third,  ermine,  on  a 
canton,  azure,  a faltire, . argent,  fupported  by  two 
horfes,  ermine ; — creft,  an  unicorn’s  head,  ermine, 
ilfuing  out  of  a ducal  coronet; — -the, motto,  Virtute-  ' 
acquirilur  honos. 

Jn  memory  of  the  Right  Honourable  William,  Lord  ' 
Richardfon,’  baron  of  Cramond  in  jYorth  Britain,  toko 
died  July  2S,  1735,  in  the  2 \Jt  year  of  his  age. 

Alio  fable,  five  wings  in  faltire,  or  ; creft,  a demj 
eagle,  wings  difplayed. 

• Hic  facet  Robertas  Purland,  A.  M.  coll.  Geno.  et  Caij 
Cantab,  ohm  alumnus  mox  viedrius  de  Eajl  Walton,  tan-^ 
dem  rellor  de  Southdere,  vir  pietale,  pariter  ac  probitate, 
et  prudentia  infgnis;  pajlor  vigilantijfimcus , amicus  J-. 
dijfimus,  maritus  amantijjimus , pater  rnitijfimus  cyui  poJU 
quam  gregt  huic  per  L.  amios,  et  quod  exciirrit  invigL 
laverat,  tandem  obdonnwit  in  Domino  MaiJ  21,  1723, 

The  title  of  Richardfon,  a very  old  baiony,  be- 
came extin^i  in  this  William  lord  Richardfon,  who 

was 
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\ 

was  educated  at  the  free  grammar  fchool  of' Nor- 
wich, under  the  Rev.  Mr.  Reddington,  a man  of 
great  learning,  and  an  excellent  fchool-mafler,  in 
whole  time  the  fchool  at  Norwich  flourillied,  and 
'w'as  in  great  repute. 

s* 

•Lord  Richardfon’s  family  feat  was  at  Weflacre, 

' and  called,  as  at  this  day,  Weflacre  High-houlc ; a 

name  probably  given  to  it  from  its  fituation.  It  is 

at  prefcnt  in  the  poffeffion  of  Anthony  Hammond, 

efq.  . , 

% ^ 

Lord  Richardfon  left  a filler,  heirefs  to  his  fortune 
though  not  his  title,  who  vvas  married  to  William 
jermy,  efq.  fbn  of  her  guardian,  counfel lor  Jenny, 
of  the  clofe  in  Norwich.  She  has  been  dead  many 
years,  and  left  no  children. 

The  prefcnt  vicar  is  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lemon,  prefent- 
' cd  by  Edward  Spelman,  efq  in  1 7 ^5,  who  built  the 
prefeht  houfe  at  Weflacre  called  High-houfe,  and  of 
whom  Philip  Cafe,  efq.  purchafed  this  eflate  at 
Walton,  adjoining  to  \Veflacre. 

WESTACRE.  The  Manor  and  Priory.  This 
towm  is  thus  called  in  refpedl  of  its  feite  on  a river, 
as  Southacre,  Caflle,  or  Eaflacre,  all  which  towns 
occur  in  tlie  Conqueror’s  book  of  Doomfday,  by 
the  name  of  Acre,  without  any  adjundl  or  diflinc- 
tion,  being  all  feated  on  the  fame  flream,  or  run- 
ning water,  as  Acre  fignifies  in  the  Saxon  tongue — 
■ (fee  Cafllcacre.) 

At  the  furvey  it  was  the  lordfliip  of  Ralph  dc 
'1  ony,  defeended  from  Malahulcius,  uncle  to  Rollo, 
grandlathcr  to  William  iht!  Compieror,  and  fon  of 
Roger  dc  Tunv,'by  Alice  his  wife,  daughter  of  Wil- 
^ liam 
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jiam  Fitz  Ofl:)orn'  one  of  ihc  Conqueror’s  lords  and 
generals,  and  crcaLcd  by  him  earl  of  Hereford. 

Roger  de  Tony  was  flandard-bearer  of  Norman- 
dv,  and  • Ralph  the  fon  inherited  the  fame  office, 
was  a Norman  baron,  and  attended  duke  William 
in  the  decifive  battle  of  Haffiffigs  ; and  for  his  great 
ferviccs  was  rewarded  with  many  lordffiips  in  Berk- 
fliire,  Hertfordfiiire,  Glouceflerffiire,  Hcrcfordffiire, 
and  with  thefe  following  in  Norfolk  : _ - 

Neflon,  ' Bradenham,  Pickenham,  Creffinghani 
Parva,  Caldecote,  Culcflhorpe  and  Bodi^ey,  in 
South  Greenhoe  hundred — Ickburgh,  Siurton  and 
Carbrooke,  in  Grimlhoe  hundred — kranfliam,  Dun- 
ham and  Godwick,  in  Launditch  hundred — Shing- 
ham  in  Clackclofe  hundred — Walton,  Acre,  T.  horpe, 

Lynn  and  Eaft  Winch,  in  Frcebridge  hundred 

Breccles  in^V/eyland  hundred — ^Wretham  Magna 
and  Parva,  in  Shropham  hundred.  ' ' 

• Ralph  de  Tony  was  the  founder  of  the  priory  of 
-Weftacre,  dedicated  to  St.  Mary  and  All  Saints,  and 
with  his  wife,  his  fons  Roger  and  Ralph,  granted 
for  their  own  fouls  and  their  anceftors,  his  marlor  of 
Weflacre,  with  the  paiifh  church  cledicated  to  All 
Saints,  to  Oliver  the  pried,  or  redor  of  it,  and 
Walter  his  fbn  ; to  which  deed  were  witnelfes  Gil- 
bert Blond,  William  de  Portis,  William  de  Lira, 
George  Gros,  8cc.  with  all  the  Ibc  of  Noienton.  It 
was  a*  cell  of  the  priory  of  Lewes. 

On  this  grant,  Oliver  and  Walter  his  fons  entered 
into  the  order  of  Cluniac  monks  of  this  priory, 
Not  only  prieds,  but  even  bifhojrs,  were  in  this  age 
married,  and  no  redraints  in  this  relpebi  were  laid 
upon  them.  The  popes,  Bouilice  1.  and  Foclix  111. 

were 
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were  fons  of  priefls  ; and  Gclarius  was  the  fon  qf  a 
billiop,  See. 

- The  founder  gave  them  alfo  the  manor  and  ad- 
vowfon  of  Godwick. 

The  priory  had  the  patronage  of  the  following 
churches,  or  Adcarages,  their  reaories  being  appro- 
pnated  to  it Breccles,  Rougham,  Well  Eafliam, 
Marham,  Narford,  Appleton,  Afhwicken,  Lcfiate’ 
\Viggenhall  Sr.  Mary’s,  and  South  Lynn,  with  two 
parts  of  the  rectory  of  Narborough,  and  the  redory 
appropriated  of  Nefton, 

The  churches  of  Weflacrc'  and  Runhall  were 
wholly  appropriated,  and  ferved  by  a curate. 

The  church  of  Bodney  was  in  their  patronage. 

j ' 

A portion  of  the  reflory  of  Ne61on  belonged  to 
ihem. 

V. 

The  laft  prior  of  this  convent  was  William  Wing- 
fdd,  who  occurs  in  1526,  and  with  fifteen  monks 
of  this  priory,  on  Auguft  31,  1534,  fubferibed  to 
the  kirtgs  fupremacy;  and  on  January  14,  in  the 
sgth  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  with  eight  of  his 
monks,  furrendcred  this  priory  to  the  king,  who 
granted  to  diem  penfions  for  life. 

The  convent  boafted  that  they  had  a piece  of  St. 
Andrnv  s finger,  fet  in  filver,.  which  they  had  j)awn- 
r.d  for  40I.  but  the  vifitois  did' not  think  fit  to  re- 
deem it  at  that  price. 

On  the  feal  of  the  priory  was  the  follow’ing  le- 
gend: 

5/G/LTFJf. 
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SIGILLVM.  CAPirVLL  BEATE.  MARIE.  ET. 
OMJYIVM.  SAJVCTORVM.  DE.  WESTACRE. 

On  the  reverfe  is  a fmall  head  'coilped,  and 
round  it 

MV.YDVS.  AGir.  MV)\''DVM.  CO^^TERE.  MU^^~ 
DVS.  ERIS. 

Above  this  head  is  a har,  below  it  a crefeent* 
We  are  inclined  to  think  this  head  is  to  reprefent 
Thomas  of  Becket,  archbifhop  of  Canterbury. 

The  priory  church  flood  a little  fpace  eaftvvard  of 
the  prefent  farm  houfe,  and  was  a large  . pile,  built 
in  a cathedral  or  conventual  manner,  as  may  be 
traced  out  from  its  feite  and  foundation ; onlv  parr, 
of  the  tower  at  the  iveft  end  of  the  fouth  ifle  is  now 
remaining:  the  cloiller  joined  to  this  fouth  ilie„ 
and  there  was  a door  here  leading  into  the  weft  end 
of  the  I’outh  ifle,  and  another  out  of  it  into  the 
church,  by  the  great  tower  that  Hood  between  the. 
church  and  the  choir.  On  the  eaft’lide  of  the  cloi- 
fter  was  a tvay  leading  into  the  chapter-houfe,  the 
north  and  fouth  walls  of  which  are  partly  ftanding^ 
as  is  part  of  the  dormitory,  which  was  cither  over 
part  ol  the  weft  fldc  of  the  cloifter,  or  joined  to  it. 

1 he  gate-houfe,  leading  out  of  the  town  into  the 
outward  court,  or  feite  of  the  priory,  is  ftill  ftand- 
ing ; over  the  center  of  the  arch  as  you  enter,  arc 
three  ftiields  carved  in  ftone : — Quarterly  in  the  firft 
and  fourth,  gules,  a fefs,  between  flx  crofs  croflets> 
or,  Beauchamp  earl  of  Warwick ; in  die  fecond  and 
third,  checcjue,  or,  ahd  azure,  a chevron,  ermine, 
Faicjuin  earl  of  Warwick  ; and  in  an  efcutcheon  of 
pretence,  argent,  a raaunch,  gules,  lord  Tony.  On 
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tlie  rigLt  fide  of  this  is  the  fliield  of  Tony,  and  on 
the  loft  fide  that  of  Beauchamp ; by  the  firfl  fliield, 
bearing  lony  in  an  cfeutclieon  of  pretence,  it.  ap- 
pears that  this  gate-houfe,  which  i$  of  Hone,  was 
built  by  Guy  de  Beauchamp,  carl  of  Warwick,’ 
who  married  Alice,  fiftcr  and  heir  to  Robert  lord 
lony,  which  Guy  died  in  13  J 5.  ' 

King  Henry  VIII.  in  his  30th  year,  March  15, 
granted  to  Mary  duchefs  of  Richmond  and  Somer- 
let,  foi  hie,  the  (cite  of  this  priory,  with  the  manor 
and  appropriated  recdory ; and  flie'by  deed,  dated  at 
Kenninghall,  confirmed  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
1 homas  Holland,  of  Swinefliead  in  Lincolnfliire, 
elej.  an  annuity  of  20I.  out- of  it.  King  Edw-ard  VI.* 
in  his  7th  year,  July  1,  granted  the  reverfion  to  fir 
Thomas  Grcfliam. 

- ^ ^ .Vfter  the  death  of  hr  Thomas,  it  was  fold  to 
1 homas  Cecil,  afterwards  earl  of  Exeter,  who  con- 
veyed it  to  Horatio  Palavicini,  an  Italian,  who  be-i 
fore  .his  coming  into  England,  had  dipped  his  fin- 
gers .very  deep  into  the  treafures  of  the  church,  as 
Spelman  relates  ; that  is,  being  treafurer,  or  having 
home  office  in  the  pope’s  treafury  at  Rome,  had  rob- 
bed it  and  fled. 

Sir  Toby,  his  youngefl;  fon,  inherited  it,  and  after 
many  fuits,  &c.  with  his  eldcft  brother  Edward, 
having  confumed  .his  cflate,  fold  it  to  fu  Edward 
Barkham,  alderman  of  London,  and  lord  mayor 
in  1621,  created  baronet  June  28,  1623;  from  which 
family  it  came  to  Charles  Yallop,  efq.  fon  and  heir 
of  fir  Robert  Yallop,  by  the  marriage  of  Helen, 
daughter  and  heirefs  of  fir  Edward  Barkham,  bart. 
ivliofc  fon,  Edward  Spelman,  efq.  taking  that  name 
iroin  his  grand-father,  lir  Robert  Yallop’s  maniage 
. with 
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v.’iih  Dorothy,  daughter  of  Clement  Spelman,  efq. 
of  Gray’s-Inn,  one  of  the  barons  of  the  exchequer, 
conveyed  it,  in  1761,  to  Richard  Hammond,,  elq. 
of  South  Wootton  ; and  the  ruins  of  this  venerable 
priory,  now  converted  into  a farm-houle,  are  in  the 
■polfeihon,  with  all  the  abbey  lands,  of  Anthony 
Hammond,  elq.  of  Fligh-houle,  nephew  of  the  late- 
Richard  Hammond,  and  eldell  fon  of  Robert  Ham- 
mond, efq.  late  of  Swaffham  in  this  county. 

The  church  of  Wchacre  is  dedicated  to  All  Saints,' 

' and  built  niofUy  of  fl,int  Hones,  and  embattled.  It 
was  a redory,  and  appropriated  to  the  priory. 

The  tower  is  four-fquare  and  embattled,  has  one 
bell,  and  both  church  and  chancel  arc  covered  witli 
tile.  • ■ 

. On  the  battlements  of  the  church  and  tower  are 
the  arms  of  hr  Edward  Barkham,  the  hrll  baronet 
of  that  name,  who  repaired  and  ornamented  it, — 
argent,  three  pallets,  gules,  overall,  a chevron,  or; 
impaling  the  arms  of  his  lady  ; — argent,  on  a pale, 
iablc,  three  crolfes  pattee,  or,  in  a bordure  ingraii'ed 
of  the  fecond,  Crouch. 

He  had  a large  manor  houfe,  or  hall,  in  this  pa- 
lifh,  called  Fligh-houfe,  which  he  built. 

Sir  Edward  ereded  feveral  feats  of  oak  in  the 
church,  with  a pulpit  and  reading  defk,  wainfc<Jtting.;, 
the  chancel  and  feating  it,  inclohng  the  communion. . 
table. 

His  defeendant,  hr  Edw-ard,  gave  in  1G72  a fifver 
cup,  gilt,  weighing  ten  ounces,  with  his  arras,  and 
a cover  of  five  ounces  ; a filver  patten,  gilt,  of  about 

nineteen 
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nineteen  ounces,  with  a filver  flagon,  gilt,  about 
fixty-one  ounces. 

CusTHORPE,  was  a village  in  the  Saxon  age,  and 
at  the  furvey  called  Culeflorpa,  and  Sculatorpa,  as 
feated  on  a flioal  or  mallow  water:  it  hood  on  the 
foulh  fi'de  of  the  river  Nar,  direftly  oppolite  to  Weh- 
acre,  but  was  in  South  Greenhoe  hundred ; the  lord 
Tony  being  lord  of  it  at  the  furvey,  and  fo  being  as 
a beruite  to  Wehagre,  we  have  here  accounted  for 
it.  . ' 

This  was  moh  likely  given  by  the  lord  Tony' to 
his  priory  on  the  foundation  of  it,  and  at  the  diffo- 
iution  was  granted  to  the  duchefs  of  Richmond,  and 
fo  came  to  Edward  Spelman,.,efq.  the  late  lord,  and 
to  Richard  Hammond,  efq. 

On  this  part  the  convent,  as  we  take  it,  built  a 
large  chapel,  now  in  ruins,  called- Becket’s  chapel, 
dedicated  to  that  archbihiop,  where  on  July  7 was 
an  annual  fair : at  the  north-eah  point  of  this  cha- 
pel was  an  houfe  or  cell,  w'herein  a cuhos  and  a 
monk  or  two  dwelt,  and  perfonned  fervice  * by  this, 
liot  only  pilgrims  ufed  to  pafs  to  the  Lady  of  Wal- 
fingham,  but  many  alfo  came  on  purpofc  to  pay- their 
devotion  here,  where  likely  there  might  be  fome  par- 
ticular relid  of  that  archbifliop. 

View  and  report  of  the  commiffioners  appointed 
by  king  Henry  VIII.  at  the  dilTolution. 

“ The  vyew  of  tlie  account  oT  Richard  Layton, 
Dodor  of  the  Lawes,  and  Archdeacon  of  Bucking- 
ham, Robert  Sowthwcll,  attorney  for  the  augmenta- 
tions of  your  grace’s  mod  noble  crownc,  and  fir 
'I  homas  L’EIlraungc,  knight,  commiffioners  by  your 

highnes 
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l-Mgncfs  afligncd  for  the  viewing,  valewing  and  fell- 
ing of  all  the, jcwclles,  plate,  belles,  lead,  goods 
ami  chattels,  apperteyning  to  the  late  monaflery  of 
'Weftacre,  in  the  countie  of  Norfolk,  made  and  de- 
clared to  fir  Edward  North,  knight,  chancellor  of 
the  court  of  Augmentations  of  the  revennues  of  the 
kinge’s  crowne,  and  others  the  conn  fail  ' of  the 
fayd  court,  upon  dyverfe  p'erticuler  booked  thereof, 
to  them  fheu'ed  and  delyvered  the  xiiiith  dav  of  No-  - 
vember,  in  tlic  xxxvith  yerc  of  the  reigne  of  our 
foveraigne  Lord  King  Henry  the  Eighth. 

Juds  and  platc< 

One  lyttle  croffe  plated  with  fylver,  two  chaL 
leffcs,  one  lyttle  fait  with  the  cover,  parccll  gilt, 
and  xi  fylver  fponcs,  ail  valewed  by  indifferent  per- 
foncs,  at  VI 1.  xvs.  mid.  and  fold  by  the  fayd  com-* 
milTioners,  to  Richard  Sturges,  for  viiil,  xvs. 


Edits  VI 

Weying  mv.  dccc  lb.  1 quarter,  every  hun- 
dreth  valeived  at  xxis.  amoun^en  to,  the  fome 

~ — — Nil.  iils.  vid. 

Lend  in /owes,  ccccxl. 

Weying  cxxxvi  ffboders  and  a half,  every  ffooder 
valued  at  iiiii,  amounten.  to  y • cLxvi  1 

Ornaments  of  the  church  of  the  monajle/y.  ^ 

\ leved  and  pryfed  by  indifferent  pTones  byn  foldc 
by  the  fayd  commiffioners,  for  xxxil.  vi  d. 

Goodes,  cattalle  and  other  movables, 

\ icved  and  pryfed  by  indifferent  p’fones  at  ccxih 
xvns.  me.  and  fold  by  the  fayd  commiflioners  nere 

X ' for 
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for  the  fame  and  xxiil.  over  in  gayn,  which,  in"  the 
hoole  amounteth  to  the  fome  of  ccxxxiii  1.  xvii  s.  3d. 

Iron,  glajse,  Jiont,  and  diverje  old  buildings. 

t 

Sold  by  the  fayd  commiffioners  to  dyverfe  and 
fondry'e  pTones,  as  by  a perticular  booke  of  the 
fame,  may  appeare,  for  — Ixviil.  11s,.  vid. 

Debls  owing  to  the  ^Jayde  late  monajlery. 


Thomas  Wingfeld;  as  by  his  reconings  apper- 
eth  — — — — clxviiil. 

The  fame  Thomas  for  xl  fliepe  to  him  delivered 
by  the  late  prior  at  xvid.  the  pece,  - liii^.  iiiid. 

' William  Alyfon  of  Cambridge,  goldfrair.h,  for 
plate  to  him  fold  .over  and  b^fides  xvl.  to  him  remit- 
ted by  the  late  prior,  — — xiiiil. 

William  Calybutte,  for  fix  ewers  to  him  fold  by 
the  fayd  late  pryor,  to  be  paid  at  Midfomer  next  xl. 


I Redye  Monye  Yeceyved. 

Of  the  aforefyd  Thomas  Winglfeld,  as  by  his 
favd  reconing  appereth  — — clx  1. 

'Of  hr  Thomas  le  Strannge,  knight,  as  by  his  rec- 
oning appereth  viil.  xvs._vid. 

Of  dyverfe  tenants  for  the  arreragies  of  their  rents 
and  fermes  due  at  Mighelmas  and  Chriftmas  laft, 

viiil.  XV  s. 


Paid  to 

Dyverfe  p’fories  for  fimdrie  fomes  of  monye  to 
them  due  by  the  late  prior,  for  w'agies  and  debts,  as 
bv  a book  of  the  particulers  of  the  fame  doth  ap- 
'j-e  — Ivl.  xixs.  viid.  ob. 

Dyverfe  other  perfons  for  taking  downe  of  the 

belles  and  vvaycing  of  the  fame,  plucking  dotvne  of 

the 
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tlie  leade  melting  and  weyng  of  die  fame,  and  de- 
lafyng,  and  pulling  downe  of  the  church  dortre  and 
other  howfes,  as  by  the  boke  appereth  xxiiii.  xiiis. 

The  commiffioners  for  their  codes  and  expen fes 
ri'ding  from  London  to  the  fayd  late  monaftery,  and 
there  being  with  dyverfe  with  them  for  the  fuppref- 
fing,  dilTolving,  and  defafyng  of  the  fame  by  live 
iv'eekes,  and  for  their  codes  and  expences  in  return- 
ing to  London  agayii,  — - xxviiil.  xiiiis.  viid, 

/ 

Aftd  fo,  Remayncth  in 

Belles  unfold  remaying  there  in  the  hands  of 
Richard  Sturges,  fermour  to  the  king’s  majedie’s 

" — — Ixil.  iii<s.  viid. 

Lead  unfold,  likevvyfe  reraavning  in  the  hands  of 
the  fayd  Richard  Sturges,  to  his  highnels  ufe- 
Dcxlvil,  ’ 

Ornaments  of  the  church  delivered  by  the  fayde- 
comraidioners  to  the  majed.  owne  handes,  at  White- 
hall in  London,  amounting  to  the  fome  of  - ixl. 

Debt  owing  to  the  late  monadcry  as  afore  appcreth 
xiiiil.  xihs.  iiiid. 

Monye  owing  for  part  of  the  goodes,  catallcs,  and 
othei  moveables  foldc  as  a Ipecialtie  with  the  fayd 
commidioners  remayning  appereth  ' ^ cxxl. 

Redj.  c monye  in  the  handes  of  the  faid  Rd.  Lay- 
■ . — cclxxixl.  xiiis.  xid. 


• of  Doomfday  it 

IS  called  W mlc,  from  Win,  which  in  the  Britifh  lan- 
guage dgnifics  water,  andic  orlfe,  a general  name 
m thefe  parts  lor  any  dream  or  rivulet,  the  inhabi- 
telnts  of  this  part  of  the  heptarchy  or  Ead  Angles  ■ 
being  called  by  the  Romans  the  Iccni ; alfo  Wininc’ 
leatvd  111  a wed  ineadoiv.  ’ 
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The  principal  lordflhp  at  die  furvey  was  in  the 
' crown.  Godric  farmed  it,  or  iiad  the  care  of  it  for 
the  king. 

In  king  Edward's  time  it  tvas  a beruite  to  Sporlc, 
a confiderable  lordfhip  belonging  to  the  crown,  in 
die  hundred  of  South  Greenhoe. 

Grancourt’s  Manor.  This  manor,  with  Sporlc, 
which  tvas  royal  demefne,  tvas  given  (as  fome  fay) 
by  king  Edward  to  Ralph  Waker,  or  Gauder,  earl 
of  Norfolk,  but  Dugdale  more  truly  fuppofes  him 
to  be  of  Bvitanny  in  France,  and  to  be  made  carl  by 
the  Conqueror,  and  was  taken  as  a beruite  or  I'ord- 
lliqD  of  Sporle. 

On  his  rebellion,  it  is  certain,  if  he  ever  was  in 
poll'dlion  of  it,  (which  does  not  clearly  appear)  it 
was  forfeited  to  the  Conqueror,  and  after  the  making 
the  book  of  Dqomfday,  was  granted  by  the  Con- 
queror to  Alan,  fon  ol  Flaald. 

The  fil'd  that,  we  meet  with  upon  record  to  be 
lord  after  this,  is  fir  Ralph  L’Edrange,  who  lived  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  II.  and  gave  the  redory  of  this 
church  to  the  priory  of  Cannwe  by  Norwich,  which 
was  afterwards  appropriated  to  that  houfe  by  Robert  • 
Sherwing,  bifhop'  of  Norwich. 

Sir  William  de  Calthorpc,  who  married  Cecilia, 
daughtd  of  Philip  de  Burnham,  fider  and  coheir  of 
.William  de  Burnham,  had  a right -liercin  ; and.  in 
the  45th  of  Hem-)' HI.  they. granted  it  by  fine  to, 
William  de  Grancourt,  and  his  heirs,  to  be  held  of  | 
them ; and  ^Valter  de  Grancourt,  fon  of  William, 
was  lord  in  the  14th  of  Edward  1. 


. 
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William  Howard  piirchafed  it  of  Thomas  de 
Grancouit  in  the  sSih  of  Edward  I. 

This  was  fir  William  Ho^vard,  the  famous  judge, 
founder  of  the  noble  family  of  the  Howards,  anccf- 
tor  to  the  duk^s  of  Norfolk,  See.  It  appears  that  he 
refided  here  in  the  34th  of  the  aforefaid  king,  from 
the  accounts  of  the  chamberlains  of  Lynn,  in  the 
laid  year,  when  feveral  prefents  were  fent  to  liim  and 
his  lady  from  the  corporation,  for  his  good  fervices, 
\iz.  ' ' 

I(8m  in  uno  carcos.  bovis  mijfo  D'ne  Alice  Howard 

Wynck  vi  jhl. — ^ It.  in -vino  p.  diias  vices  mipf. 

Hno  Willo.  Hoioard  cum  duohus  carcos.  vilul,  et  uno 

feuto  apri.  xiii  jo/,  viiid. It.  in  duob;  Jalmcn.  mij]', 

D no.  Willo.  Howard,  vigil,  pajehe  xi  fol. 

This  fir  William  was  found  to  hold  it  by  the 
fourj.li  part  of  a fee,  of  Richard  earl  of  Aiamdcl. 

He  was  an  eminent  lawyer,  ■ and  before  he  ivas  a 
judge,  a counfdlor  retained  by  that  corporation,  with 
an  annual  penhon.  , v 

In  the  5th  of  Edward  III.  fif  John  Howard,  fen. 
was  found  to  hold  of  Hamon  I/Ellrange  the  inanor 
of  Eall  Winch. 

t 

_ Sir  Roger  I.anglcy,  bait,  was  lord  of  this  manor 
m the  year  1716,  and  it  is  now  in  the  family  and 
heirs  of  lir  John  Tynell,  bait,  of  Elfex. 

\ 

f . 

Pentney  Priory  Manor.  Roger  Bigot  had  the 
grant  of  a lordfliip  in  this  village  from  the  Conqueror. 

' X3 
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This  manor  was  granted  to  the  prior  of  Pentney 
in  the  year  1 250, 

In  142S,  the  temporalities  of  this  convent  were 
valued  at  81..  iSs.  2d. 4 per  ann.  King  Henry  VIIL 
ax  the  dilfolution,  granted  it,  February  14,  in  his 
2gth  year,  for  a certain  terra  of  years,  to  Thomas 
earl  of  Rutland,  add  John  Dethick,  gent,  farmed  it 
ol  the  faid  carl  at  lol.  2s.  3d.  per  ann.  King  Ed- 
rvard  VI.  in  his  4th  year,  April  1 1,  gave  it  to  the 
fee  of  Norwich,  and  it  is  held  at  this  time,  by  leafe, 
of  that  biOiop. 

It  is.  faid  to  be  called  in  the  grant  of  king  Edward 
VI.  Grapeourt’s  manor,  lately  belonging  to  the  pri- 
ory of  Pentney,  but  without  any  realbn,  as  far  as  w’e 
have  feen,  and  was  leafed  to  queen  Elizabeth  in 
1588,  for  eighty  years,  by  Dr.  Scambler,  bifhop  of 
Norwich,  at  lol.  7s.  6d.  per  ann. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  Al|  Saints. 

In  the  chancel  eafl  window  arc  the  arras  of  Vere, 
earl  of  Oxford,  of  Howard,  Vere  and  Howard  im-r 
paled,  alfo  p.  pale,  or,  and  gules,  a lion  palTant,  ar- 
gent, Plaiz. 

Againfh  the  north  wall  is  a mural  monument  of 
marble,  with  the  arms  of  Barnes,  argent,  two  bars, 
founterembattlcd  fable,  in  chief,  three  pellets. 

Here  lycth  under  the  foot  of  this  wall,  the  body  of  ^ 
Owen  Barns,  Gent,  third  Jon  of  William  Barns,  the  cl- 
der,  of  this  place,  efq.  after  he  had  lived  the  fpacc  of\ 

years,  changed  this  life  for  a better,  idjo.  | 

(has  fm,  nofee  cttjiis  caro  putrida,  nil  niji  vermis,  | 
Oiiifquis  es,  hoc  de  me  fit  tibi  feire  fatis.  I 

On  I 
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On  the  north  fide  of  this  chtincel  is  the  old  cha- 
pel and  burial  place  of  the  Howards,  dedicated  to 
vSt.  Mary,  as  appears  from  the  will  of  hr  Robert 
Howard,  who  died  in  1388,  and  w'as  here  buried, 
according  to  his  clehre.  In  Weaver  s time,  his  cn- 
arched  monument  againfl  the  fouth  wall  of  the  faid 
chapel,  with  fome  of  the  efcutcheons  where-with  it 
was  ornamented,  were  to  be  diflirrguiflied,  and  this 
part  of  the  epitaph  remained, 

— — I dial);  Dni.  Rohti.  Howard,  ct  Margerele, 
uxorisjue, 

But  this  part  of  the  epitaph,  w'ith  the  fhields  and 
arms,  is  defaced,  ajid  great  part  of  the  monument 
itfelf  deflroyed  many  years  pah ; allb  the  tw’o  grave- 
hones  mentioned  by  him,  and 'the  efhgies  of  one 
of  the  Howard  family  in  the  eah  wdndow,  (the  found- 
er of  the  (j;hapel)  have  met  w’ith  the  fame  fate. 

This  chapel,  in  Weaver  s time,  was  much  defaced, 
the  lead  that  covered  it  being  taken  off  and  fold, 
but  was  then  repairing  by  Thomas  Howard,  earl  of 
Arundel  and  Surry,  and  at  this  time  is  in  a w'orfe 
hate  than  in  Weaver’s. 

( ^ 

Sir  Robert  Howard  abovementioned  married  Alar- 
garct,  daughter  and  coheir  of  Robert  lord  Scales, 
who  was  buried  by  her  hufband : thev  refided,  ancl 
diCd  in  this  town,  and  it  is  probable  that  this  cha- 
pel was  erecled  by  fir  William  Howard,  the  judge, 
■who  (as  we  have  obferved)  was  lord,  and  refidy 
here  with  his  family,  where  it  is  likely  he  and  others 
of  the  family  were  interred 

On  the  weh  wall  of  this  chapel  is  a neat  monu- 
ment of  marble,  with  the  arms  of  Barnes,  impaling 

^ 4 Shcphertl, 
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She])hercl,  argent,  on  a chief,  gules,  three  Danifli 
.hatchets,  or;  aud  Barnes  impaling  Hovcll,  fable,  a 
cicTcent,  or. 

JS  eaj'unlo  this  place  lyeth  the  body  of  WilUcim  Barns, 
t.dtuard  Barns,  oj  Sohain  in  Cambridgejhirc, 
Ejq.  who  JirJl  married  Thomajine,  daughter  uf  Richard 
Huxiell,  oj  Hdhngton,  cfq.  by  whom  he  had  Jive  daughters, 
after  whoje  death  he  took  to  ivife  ‘Thomajine , the  daughter  oJ 
Owen  Shepherd,  of  Kirby  in  this  county,  Efq.  and  ( removed 
his  feat  to  this  place)  had  by  her  five  Jons  and  eight  daugh- 
ters, and  did  for  many  years  loith  great  prudence  and  fide- 
lity,  Jerve  his  king  and  country,  in^ic  office  of  jujiice  oj 
the  peace;  at  length,  fitch  was  the  iniquity  of  the  times,  that 
loyaltywas  ejieemed  a crime,  when  not  allurements,  or  threats 
from  him  loho  ufurped  the  highe/l  poioer,  could  feduce  him 
jrovi  Ins  conflant  adherence  to  his  abandoned  prince,  and 
the  perfecuted  church  pf  England ; he  retired  to  a pri- 
vate iife,  devoting  himfclf  wholly  to  the  ferv^e  of  God 
and  religion,  and  peaceably  departed  hence,  in  the  fqth 
year  of  h-is  age,  1657,  expecling  a joyful  rcfurreflion. 
To  whofe  memory,  Trances  StanLoji,  his  fccond  daughter, 
out  of  her  tender  love  and  dutiful  ajjcBion,  ercSled  this 
monument.  Semper  Idein. 

The  church  was  anciently  a reclorv.  The  Rev. 

> j 

Charles  Phelps  is  the  prefent  vicar. 

Eaft  Winch  is  about  two  miles  eafl  of  Middleton 
and  five  from  Lynn. 

WINCH,  WEST.  West  Winch  Manor.  Rai- 
nald,  fon  of  Ivo,  held  the  chief  lordfliip  of  this 
town  at  the  time  of  the  grand  furvey,  by  a grant 
from  the  Conqueror,  which  Godwin,  a freeman,  earl 
of  Kent,  and  ’father  of  king  Harold,  held  in  die 
reign  of  the  Confclfor. 


In 
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In  the  6tli  of  Henry  VIIT.  fir  Robert  Southwell 
Avas  found  to  die  feifed  of  this^  nranor,  which  ex- 
tended into  Ffardvvick,  Setchy,  and.  South  Lynn,  held 
of  the  honour  of  Clare,  and  ten  meiruages,,fir"e  hun- 
dred acres  of  land,  forty  of  meadotv',  one  hundred 
of  pallure,  fxty  of  wood,  and  ten  fliillings • rent; 
and  left  it  to  his  coulin  and  heir  Richard,  fon  of 
Francis,  brother  of  fir  Robert:  but  in  Trinity  term, 
in  the  egth  o-f  Henry  VUI.  Richard  Southwell;  dq. 
conveyed  it  to  William  Coningfby,  efq.  and’it  came 
after  that  to  fir  Francis  Gawdy,  and,fo  tO'the  earl  of 
Warwick,  and  rvas  bought  of  him,  in  the  lotli  of 
James  I.  by  John  Pell,  Gent. 

On  the  22d  of  September,  in  the  iSth  of  king 
James  1.  the  jury  find  that  Richard  Shebbs,  of  Sedge- 
ford  in  Norfolk,  efq.  was  polfeffed  of  this  manor  of 
Weft  Winch,  called  Fincham’s,  and  that  he  had'eii- 
feoffed  therein  fir  Philip  Wodehoufe,  bait,  Edv\-ard 
Paflon,  elq.  &C..  by  deed  dated  .the  lodi  of  June, 
in  the  12th  of  the  laid  king,  to  the  ufe  of  himlelf 
foj-  life,  remainder  to  William  YcK-erton,  jun'.  (fon 
of  fir  William,  and  Dionyfia  his  vvife,  ddell  daugh- 
ter of  the  faid  Richard)  and  on  Urfula  his  intended 
wife,  daughter  of  fir  Thomas  Richardi’on,  &c,  and 

was  after  in  the  Pells. 

» 

From  the  family  of  the  Pellsdt  came  to  the  Wal- 
poles, and  the  earl  of  Orford  is  the  prefen't  lord. 

_ Weft  Which  is  fituated  about  two  miles -fouth’  of 
Lynn,  on  the  London  road  and  turnpike. 

WOITLRTON.  This  town  is  not  named  in  the 
book  ol  Doomfday,  being  a hamlet  to  the  town  of 
Eabiijgley. 


The 
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; The  prior'  of  Shouldham  had  lands  in  this  town. 

, On  the  diffalution  of  the  priory,  this  was  granted 
7.  anno  36th  of  Henry  VJII.  to  William 
Cobbe,  elq.  to  be  held  by  the  20th  part  of  a fee  ; 
fiom  the  Cobbes  it  came,  with  Sandringham,  to  the 
Hohes,  and  lo  to  Henry  Cornilh  Henley,  elcp 

The  churchy  is  dedicated  to  St.  Peter,  and  is  a 
reflory.  Ihe  Rev.  Henry  Crow-e  is  the  prefent  rec- 
tor, prefented  by  die  late  Henry  Cornifli  Henlev, 
efq.  of  Sandringham. 

There  is  a harbour  at  Woiferton  fpr  fmall  velfels, 
-which  annually  bring  coals  here  in  the  fummer. 

An  extenlive  brick  w'all,  to  keep  out  the  fea  from 
the  marfhes,  was  ^Duilt  by  major  Hofte  of  Sandringr 
ham,  at  the  expence  of  tSool.  but  being  ill  con- 
flnuded,  has  not  prevented  the  fea  from  breaking 
over  it,  and  frequently  overflowing  the  neighbouring 
lands,  to  the  great  lofs  of  the  late  proprietor  Henry 
Cornifli  Henley,  efq.  and  to  the  prefent  Mrs.  Hen- 
ley, his  relicl,  who  has  expended  fince  his  deceafe 
confiderable  lums  towards  the  repair,  of  the  breaches 
_ made  in  th?  fea  banks. 

'Woiferton  lies  upon  a point  of  the  Lynn  channel, 
about  feven  miles  •north-eaft  of  Lvnn. 

WOOTTON  NORTH.  This  and  South  ^.Voot- 
tdn,  made  at  the  furvey  one  town,  and  belonged  ta 
C51C  lord. 

i his  towm  in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth  W'as  in 
die  duke  of  Norlolk. 
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Thefc  two  towns  of  North  ^nd  South  Wootton 
lie  upon  the  Lynn  channel,  about  three  and  four 
miles  dihant  from  Lynn,  on  the  left  ot  the  road  to 
CafUe-Rifing ; South  Wootton,  or  what  is  called 
Wootton  Gap,  is  about  a iTide  Roin  the  toll-gate  at 
Gaywood. 

Windham  Priory  Manor  took  its  rife  from 
lands  granted  by  the  Albinis  to  the  priory  of  Wind- 
ham, who  in  the  reign  of  Edwarjl  1.  claimed  free 
■yvarfen.  In  the  2d  of  Edward  II.  the  priory  pur- 
chafed  thirty-fix  acres  of  land,  three  of  meadow, 
fix  fliillings  rent  per  ann.  and  twenty-fix  aci'es  of 
marfh,  fo  that  their  temporalities  were -valued  at  4L 
8s.  4d.  per  .aon.  in  1428  ; and  the  prior  helcl  in 
'\Vootton  and  Congham  the  fortieth  part  of  a fee  of 
the  earl  of  Arundel. 

I 

After  the  dilfolution.  it  was  granted,  February  12, 
in  the  5th  of  Elizabeth,  with  the  impropriate  recto- 
ry and  advowfon  of  the  vicarage,  to  Thomas  duke 
of  Norfolk,  and  afterwards  to  Henry  Howard,  earl 
of  Northampton,  and  paffed  as  in  Rifing,  to  the 
carls  of  Berkfliire,  who  were  lords  and  patrons ; and, 
now  is  in  the  earl  of  Suffolk.  , 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  All  Saints,  and  w^as 
formerly  a reftory. 


Thomas  de  Blundevile,-  biflidp  of  Norwich,  ap- 
propriated it,  and  a vicarage  was  fettled. 

In  a wood  near  Wootton  Gap  is  a fpring  called 
Riiflcy  Spring,  a place  of  great  refort  during  the 
fumnier  feafon  to  the  inhabitants  of  Lynn,  who 
every  Sunday  meet  in' parties  to  drink  tea  and  pals 
the  afternoon  there.  There  is  a pedeRal  or  obelifk 
■ I erccftcd 
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cieftcd  in  this  wood,  called  Riflley  Wood,  near  the 

fpring. 


This  wood  is  about  a mile  and  a half  from  liic 
toll-gate  at  Gaywood  towards  South  Wootton,  as 
by  menfuration  of  the  wheel  of  the  diftances  from 
Lynn  to  Snettifliain,  which  began  at  Snettilham  dial, 
and  was  taken'  through  Anmer,  Calllcacre,  Swaff- 
ham,  Downham  and  I.ynn,  to  Snettifliain  again : 
the  diflances  fioin  Lynn  to  Snettifham  have  been 
mentioned  in  the  account  of  Sandringham,  the 
other  diftances  taken  at  the  fame  time  were  as  foL 
lows. 


Miles 

From  Snijttifliam  through  Shernbourne  to  An- 
mer w^ell  - . - _ _ ^ 

To  the  guide-poft  on  Pedder’s  road  - , i 
Along  Pedders  road  to  Harplcy-dam’s  fhep-"' 
herd’s’  houfe  - _ _ 2 


Along  the  lame  road  to  the  30  mile-ftone  from 
Norwich  to  Lvrm  - _ _ 

Along  the  lame  to  Caftlcacre  river 
'I'o  S waft  ham  croi's  . - - - . • 

Road  to  Dowham,  to  Dc\  il’s  Ditch 
To  Fincham  fall-sxate  - _ _ 

To  Stradfet  fall-gate  - - » 

To  the  crown  at  Doivnham 
To  \Vinbotftiam  - - 

.To  oppofitc  Stow  hall  - . - 

7’o  Setchy  toll-gate  - _ _ 

'lo  South-gaLe.and  Lynn  crofs 


4 

0 

.7 

4 

4 

4 

1 

4 

1 


5 


Total  43 


WOOTON  SOU'lli.  At  the  time  of  the  fur- 
vey,  it  apj'cars  that  this  town,  and  that  of  North 
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\Vootton,  as  we  have  obfcrved  before, > was  but  one 
lordfliqj  and  one  town. 

In  the  yih  year  of  Henry  VIII.  fir  William  Ca- 
])cl,  knt.  loid  mayor  of  London  in  1503,  died  fei- 
fed  of  this  lordhiipi  held  of  the  callle  of  Rifmg; 
and  by  his  lall  will  and  teftament,  gives  this  and  all 
other  his  manors  in  Norfolk,  lor  life,  to  Margaret 
his  \vife,  remainder  to  his  fon  and  heir,  fir  Giles. 

In  the  44th  of  queen  Elizabeth,  it  was  held  by 
Thomas  Winde,  gent,  of  Arthur  Capcl,  efq. 

The  lail  of  this  family  was  the  late  William 
Winde,  elq.  who  for  many  years  attended  on  the 
piincefs  Sophia,  mother  to  king  George  I.  and  on 
her  death  came  into  England,  and  was  a commil- 
fioiier  of  the  fait  duties.  ' 

About  the  year  1700,  it  was  poffclTed  by  Mr, 
Haniot,  goldfinith,  in  Flect-flreet,  London,  and  af- 
terwards by  his  Ion,  Dr.  Harriot,  L.  L.  D.  arid  m 
1762  the  widow  Harriot  poUeffed  it. 

Anthony  Hammond,  efq.  vv;ho  married  the  filler 
of  fir  Robert  Walpole,  had  a feat  and  a conlidcrable 
ehate  in  this  parifh.  The  family  houfc  was  pulled 
down  by  his  eldch  Ion,  the  late  Richard  Hammond, 
efq.  on,  his  removing  to  High  Houfc,  Wellacrc,  an 
ellate  he  purchafed  of  the  late  Edward  Spelman,  efq. 

Howard  s Manor.  Sir.  Robert  Howard  had 
poffelTion  of  this  manor  in  the  reigii  of  Richard  II. 
and  gave  his  name  to  the  inaqor. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.-Marv. 

j 
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I 

FREEBRIDGE  MARSHLAND  contains : 

CLENCHWARTON,  was  oritrinallv  divided  in- 
to  two  difterent  towns,  North  and  South  Clench- 
war  ton. 

. ' 

It  is  one  of  the  firh  parilhes  over  the  river,  weft 
of  Lynn,  in  Marfhland,  a peninfula  almoft  fur- 
rounded  with  navigable  rivers  and  an  arm  of  the 
lea,  being  a low,  marfliy,  little  traft,  as  the  name 
implies,  every  wdierc  interfered  with  ditches  and 
drains  to  draw  off  the  waters,  which  have  over  them 
no  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  eleven  bridges  and  up- 
wards, and  containing  about  thirty  thotifand  acres  of 
land.  The  foil  is  exceeding  rich  and  fertile,  but 
the  country  and  roads  with  great  difficulty  paffablc 
hi  the  winter  feafoil,  and  the  water  extremely  bad. 
From  L^•nn  ferrv,  tlirom^h  Clenchwarton  and  Ter- 
rington,  to  the  Crols-Kcy  Wafhes.  or  what  is  called 
the  Metaru  ^luarium,  into  Lincolnlhire,  is  a diltance 
of  about  feven  miles : the  wafli  over  to  the  Lincoln- 
lliire  fide  is  about  two  miles. 

The  Earl-  of  Clare’s  Manor,  was  formerly  in 
the  Veres,  carls  of  Oxlbrd,  afterwards  in  the  Tyn- 
dals,  Southwells,  ar>d  Calthorpcs. 

The  prior  of  Walfingham  had  alfo  a manor,  or 
confiderablc  eftatc  here,  of  the  honour  of  Clare. 

I 

he  prior  of  .Shouldham  had  alfo  a manor  held 
of  the  laid  honour  of  Clare. 

The  prior  of  Norwich  had  alfo  temporalities,  and 
the  prior  of  Caftleacre  had  poffeffions. 
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Many  otlier  priories  had  temporalities  in  this  pa-  v 
rifli,  and  may  i'amilies  had  rights  extending  into  it. 

It  is  now  in  the  hands  of  different  proprietors* 

Tlie  church  of  Clenchwarton  is  dedicated  to  St* 
Margaret ; it  confifts  of  a fingle  ifle,  or  a nave,  a 
. diancel  covered  with  lead,  and  has  a fquare  tower* 
with  four  bells. 

In  the  chancel  is  a grave-ftone — In  memory  of 
Thomns  Trife,  Alderman  of  Newark  in  Nottinghamfhirei 
who  died  in  this  town.  May  ig,  1647. 

On  another — Hie  jacet  (una  cum  quinq;  ipfns  libe^ 

, ris,  patre  [uperfite,  defunliis)  venerabilis  vir  Marciis 
Forfer,  A.  M.  hujus  ecclefce  rector,  qui  cum  annos  qua- 
drapnta  in  agro  Domini Jlrcnue  laborajfet  ad  mtreedem 
, recipiendam  in  calejtem  paradifim  evocatus,  obijt  die  Ja- 
nuarij  ultimo,  A.  1).  iq  ig,  atalis  fua  70* 

I 

Alfo  one — In  memory  of  Roger  Spc?i/ley,  Ge?it.  .bur,- 
' 16,  March,  1650,  aged  gg. 

f . ' 

; On  the  wood  work  of  the  church  are  the  arms  of 
;■  Scales  and  Inglethorpe. 

! 

On  a monument  in  the  church-yard — Maria  cka- 
' rifftma  conjux  Ricu  Trije  Generofi  hic  fila  eft  Oil.  24 
A.  D.  i66o,  cetat.fua  28. 

Moribus  infignis,  forma,  pietate,  pndorc, 

Exemplujn  fexus,  atq;  corona  uiri, 

Nec  pudendis  fuit  natalibus,  filia  nemhe  uhica  Henri 
miiarnfon  et  Marth.,  u^orii  quLm.cmnium  rl 
hquias  hic  tumulus  hahet.  On  it,  ermine,  on  a clie- 
Vion  fable,  a lion  rampant,  or.  on  a chief,  gules,  three 

mullets 
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inullets  of  the  firfi;  1 rife,  impaling  argent,  on  a che- 
vron ingraikd,  azure,  between  three  trefoils  flipped, 
fable,  as  many  crefeents,  or,  Williamfon. 

EMNETH,  or  ENEMETH,  fo  called  as  lying 
in  the  meads  or  meadows,  is  an  hamlet  in  the'pa- 
rifh  of  Elm  in  Carabridgefhire,  and  the  ifle  of  Ely* 
" but  t its  ^hamlet  bcin  g in  f reebridge  hundred  and  in 
the  county  of  Norfolk,  it  is  necelfary  to  mention  it 
here.  • - ' 

Hackbeach  Manor.  In  the  5th  of  king  John 
it  appears  that  there  was  a place  in  the  aforefaid 
hamlet  called  Hagebech,  which  gave  name  to  a fa- 
mily then  lords  of  it. 

« 

It  continued  in  this  family  till  the  reign  of  Rich- 
ard II. 

^ _ I 

Rut  this  lordflrip,  on  the  death  of  the  lafl;  flr  Ro- 
bert Hackbech,  in  king  Henry  VI. ’s  time,  leems  to 
ha\'e  come  to  fir  Andrew  Ogard,  knt.  who  was 
found  to  die  poflefled  of  it,  Buckenham  caflle,  See. 
in  the  33d  of  - that  king. 

Sir  Andrew  Ogard  was  a .famous  general  in  the 
wars  of  France,  baron  of  Denvale,  of  Beaufoe,  Caux, 
lord  of  the  caflle  of  .Favillers  hi  Anjou,  of  the  cat- 
tle of  Mervyle,  by  St.  Savory,  of  Yffe,  by  Towke 
in  France,  and  had  to  the  value  of  1000b  per  anu. 
in  lands,  See.  and  in  a cheft  of  French  gold,  at  the 
houfe  of  Robert  Whitingham,  about  feven  thoufand 
marks  of  Englifli:  he  married  Margaret,  only  daugh- 
of  fir  John  Clifton  of  Buckenhaln  caflle. 

Afterwards_it  came  to  the  family  of  Hewar,  and 
on  an  im|uifition  taken  September  2,  1579,  Tho- 
mas Heiver,  chj.  was  found  to  die  feifed  of  this 

manor 
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iTianor  on  May  1 5 in  thc.faid  year;  which  extended 
itl'clf  into  Walfokcn,  Upwell  and  Outwell,  held  of 
Philip  call  of  ATundcl,  of  his  manor  of*  Weft  Wal-» 
ton  in  foccage,  and  the  rent  of  5I.  5s.  6d.  ob.  j^er 
ann.  and  of  cighty-fcven  acres  of  land,  meadow 
and  pafture,  held  of  the  king,  8cci  in  foccage,  and 
the  rent  of  44s.  6d.  per  ann.  by  Winefred  his  wife, 
daughter  of  John  Repps,  elq.  of  Weft  Walton,  re- 
lift  of  William  Ogard  cfq.  of  Emneth,  he  had  fir 
'Thomas  Hewar*  This  loixlftiip  came  to  the  Hew- 
ars  on  the  marriage  of  Ogard’s  widow  : fir  Andrew 
Ogard  abovementioned,  left  at  his  death  Henry 
Ogard,  his  fon  and  heir,  aged  four  years ; and  An- 
drew Ogard,  efq.  and  George  and  Henry,  fons  of 
Andrew,  were  feofiees  to  fir  Andrew  aforefaid  • from 
fome  of  thefe  this  manor  palled  and  came  to  Willi- 
am Ogard,  efcp 

Sir  Thomas  Hewar,  by  his  will  dated  January  21, 
in  the  5th  of  king  Charles  I.  left  it  to  his  nephew, 
Lawrence  Oxburgh,  (and  died  May  15,  in  the  6tft 
of  that  king)  who  was  fecond  fon  of  Thomas  Ox- 
burgh, (by  Etheldreda  his  wife)  who  was  the  fon  of 
Thomas  Oxburgh,  who  died  in  162S,  and  Thoma- 
fiiic  his  wife,  fifter  of  fir  Thomas  Hewar, 

In  this  family  it  remained  till  Hewar  Oxburgh, 
efq.  fofd  the  manor-lioufe  to  fir  Thomas  Peyton, 
bart.  of  Hackbcach-hall,  and  his  fon  conveyed  the 
manor  to  the  faid  fir  Thomas.  On  his  deceafe  it 
came  to  Plenry  Daflrwood,  efq.  his  nephew,  who 
took  the  name  of  Peyton,  According  to  the  will  of 
fir  Thomas,  and  has  fmee  been  created  a baronet. 

BELt.Asis,  or  Ingaldesthorpe’s  Manor.  The 
ancient  family  of  Ingaldefthorpe  held  a manor  here 
of  the  prior  of  Lewes.  ^ In  the  ifith  of  Edward  I. 

^ Thomas 
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Thomas  fon  of  John  de  Ingaldefthorpe,  fettled  the 
manor  of  Bellafis,  in  Eraneth,.  on  Thomas  biHiop 
of  Rochelier,  for  life,  which  Thomas  was  of  the 
name  and  family. 

Tn  the  20th  of  Henry  VII.  a fine  was  levied  bc- 
twen  fir  James  Hobart,  fir  Richard  Southwell,  fir 
Henry  Ogard,  knights,  and  Richard  Braunche,  elq. 

Bishop  of  Ely’s  Manor.  The  manor  of  Elm 
belonged  to  the  fee  of  Ely,  but  the  manor  which 
the  bilhop  held  in  this  hamlet  of  Emneth,  was  that 
which  belonged  to  his  capital  manor  of  Weft  Wal- 
ton. 

To  this  hamlet  belongs  a large  chapel,  larger 
than  moft  churches,  having  a nave,  north  and  fouth 
ifte,  and  a chancel,  dedicated  to  St.  Edmund  die 
■King  and  Martyr. 

Elm  is  the  mother  church,  has  a re£lor  and  a vi- 
car, both  in  the  patronage  of  the  lee  of  Ely ; the 
reftory  is  a fmecure.  ' 

At  the  eaft  end  of 'the  fouth  ifle  of  this  chapel  of 
Emneth,  inclofed  with  iron  rails,  is  a fumptuous 
monument  ere<fted  altarwlfc,  on  which  lie  the  effigies 
.of  fir  Thomas  Hewar  and  Jiis  lady,  at  full  length, 
and  at  their  feet  that  of  a child,  his  fon,  who  died 
voung.  Over  this  monument  is  a canopy  of  marble, 
'&c.  fupported  by  marble  pillars. 

B ■ 

M.  S.  Thomas  Hewar,  eques,  auratm,  vir  boms  et 
honejlis  moribus  preeditus,  de  patria  et  pnneipe  optime 
‘ineritas,  hoc  juxta  parentes  Juos  htc  feputtos  monumintum 
mortis  Jua  non  immemor  fibi  propojuit. 
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Duxit  in  uxor  cm  Emmam  Willi.  Laitrencc,  de  villa. 
Sli.  Ivonis  in  agro  HuntingdonicJifi,  armigi.  Jiliam, 
Jpeclata  Jidti  et  vita  integer rima  Jotminam,  de  qua  uni-- 
€um  JUinni  Tlwmam  teneris  annis  ablatum  JuJcitavit. 

Eixa  Jides  calo,  difperfaq;  fama  per  orbem, 

Te  prohibent  Hewar,  te  moriente  mori. 

In  die  faid  chapel,  again/l  the  wall,  is  a neat 
mural  monument  of  marble,  on  the  fummit  of  it  is 
Hewar,  quartering  as  above,  and  Ano.  Dni.  1586; 
below  that,  Altera  pars' nojlri  codi,  pars  altera  terra. 

Alfo  thefe  fhields,  Hewar  ivith  his  quarterings, 
impaling  Repps  and  Smith,  quarterly,  as  in  WeR 
VV^alton ; Hewar,  &c.  impaling  argent,  two  bend- 
lets,  fable, — Kay. 

Armiger  en  Thomas  Hewar,  Winefredaq;  conjux. 
Armigeri ‘falix  Johannis  Jilia  Repji, 

Qua  prius  infigni  Gulielmo  nupfit  Ogardo, 

Lumine  nunc  eaffi  tumulo  clauduntur  in  ijlo. 

Hac  Thomam,  Thojna,  Thomafina,  ac  Elizabeth^ 
Fecerat  hac  triptici  gaudentcm  prole  maritum 
Margeriam  Thomas  ducebat  pojl  Winefredam, 

(Jxorem  fatis  exlindlam,  qua  fuit  orta 
Edvardi  patris  generojo  [anguine  Kaij, 

Sed  Gulielmi  erat  hac  primo  JidiJfvma  conjux^ 
Laurentini  armegeri,  Jic  bis  fuit  orba  marito.. 

Winejieda  obt.  9 Feb.  Ao.  Dni.  1576,  ao..  etat,  fua 

47.  Thomas  obt.  12,  Marti]  A.  D.  1585,  ao.atat,. 
Jua  66.  . 

^ 'Hie  prefcnt  rcaor  is  the  Rev.  Henry  Southwell.  - 
' ' Y 2 
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ISLINGXON.  T.his  village  is  wrote  in  Doomf- 
day-^book,  Iflingctuna,  Efingatuna,  Ifingetuna,  ami 
derives  its  name  from  its  feite,  near  to  the  river 
Oufe,  (called  by  the  Britons  life,  or  lie)  on  mea- 
dows. 

' Scales  Manor.  This  manor  derived  its  name 
from  the  great  lord  Scales  of  Middleton,  one  of  the 
moft  antient  and  powerful  barons  in  the  county  of 
Norfolk,  in  former  reigns. 

This  noble  family  lived  for  many  generations  in 
great  fplendor  and  power  at'the  caftle  of  Middleton 
near  Lynn,  holding  under  different  princes  the 
highcfl  offices  of  hate.  Of  this  caftle  fome  ruins 
ai-e  flill  to  be  fecn,  a plate  of  which  is  gffi  cn  in  this 

The  gate-houfe  or  tow’er  remains  pretty  perfe<Tt, 
and  appears  to  have  been  the  grand  entrance  into  a 
fpacious  fquare  or  quadrangle,  moated  round  ac- 
cording to  the  tafte  prev'uiling  in  times  of  antiquity, 
as  may  be  feen  at  this  day  at  the  feat  of  fir  Richard 
Bediiigfield,  bait,  at  Oxburgh  near  Stoke ; fo  that 
every  great  building  in  thofe  early  ages  feems  to 
have  been  defigned  as  much  for  defence,  and  to 
, command  and  controul  the  country  round  it,  as  for 
magnificence  and  grandeur.  Few  of  our  modern 
buildings  come  up  to  thefe  noble  reliques  of  anti- 
quity : they  convey  to  us  no  ideas  but  what  luxury 
infpires;  befpeak  no  family ; imprcfkno  awe  upon 
die  mind ; nor  bring  back  to  our  remembrance  the 
dignity  and  pow'er  of  the  founder.  Houghton-hall 
alone  in  this  county  of  Norfolk,  ftands  unrivalled 
in  this,  particular,  and  is  an  exception  to  the  general 
rule.  Houghton  flrikcs  the  eye  with  every  idea  that 
magnificence  can  infpirc,  and  fills  the  mind  at  ono' 

view^ 
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vlcvv  with  the  ftrongefl  images  of  grandeur,  power 
and  wealth,  that  could  poffibly  have  diftinguifhed 
the  illuflrious  founder. 

This  fupevb  palace  will  carry  down  to  pofterity  a 
memorial  of  fir  Robert  \Valpole,  that  can  be  ex- 
ceeded only  by  the  immortal  page  of  an  hiflorian, 
who  fliall  record  hereafter  -with  truth  and  impartiali- 
ty, the  grcatefl  aclions  of  the  greatefl  miniflers ! 

The  G:ate  or  tower  of  the  caflle  of  Middleton  hill 
remaining,  is  eighteen  ]^rds  in  height,  and  is  orna- 
mented with  turrets  about  feventeen  yards  long  and 
nine  in  breadth:  over  the  arch  is  the  fliield  of 
Scales;  and  this  caflle  was  probably  built  by  Tho- 
mas lord  Scales  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  The 
infide  of  it  is  much  decayed  : the  area  or  quadran- 
gle of  the  court  within  is  about  eighty-four  paces 
long,  and  forty-fix  broad. 

John  Devereux,  cbnflablc  of  Dover  caflle,  and 
keeper  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  on  the  5th  of  January, 
in  the  12th  of  Richard  II.  received  of  William 
Tydeman,  receiver  of  the  caflle,  twenty-five  fliil- 
lings  of  the  ward  of  Robert  de  Scales,  in  this 
town,  Middleton,  Howe,  See.  for  two  knights  fees 
and  an  half;  and  for  default  of  payment  for  twenty- 
eight'  day,  feventy  fliillings  at  2s.  6d.  per  day  ; and 
in  the  4th  of  Henry  VI.  Robert  lord  Scale  was 
ibuird  to  have  died  feifed  of  it,  leaving  Robert  his 
foil  and  heir,  aged  fix  years ; and  the  laid  Robert 
dying^  unmarried  it  came  to  his  brother,  Thomas 
lord  Scales,  and  by  his  only  daughter  and  ficir,  Eli- 
zabeth, to  Anthony  Woodville,  (by  marriage)  earl 
Rivers,  and  lord  Scales ; and  having  no  iffue,  to 
the  Oxford  family,  (John  de  Vere,  earl  of  Oxford) 
and  to  the  family  of  Tyndale,  on  the  acceflion  of 
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, king  Henry  VII.  to  the  crown,  as  licirs  to  the  late 
lady  Elizabeth  Scales,  as  may  be  fecn  in  Middleton  : 
but  Richard  III.  on  ijie  attainder  of  Anthony  lord 
Scales^  See.  aforefaid,  had  granted  it  to  his  great  fa- 
vourite, John  duke  of  Norfolk,  in  his  2d  year, 
which  grant  was  then  fet  afide,  that  duke  being  at- 
tainted. 

In  the  3d  and  4th  of  Philip  and  Mary,  John 
Tyndale  had  licence  to  alienate  it  to  William  Tyn- 
dale  and  his  heirs ; afterwards  it  came  to  the  South- 
wells. r 

^Francis  Southwell  and  Earbara  his  wife,  held  in 
the  gth  of  queen  Elizabeth,  the  manor  of  Iflington, 
forty  meffuages,  twenty  cottages,  two  hundred  acres 
of  land,  three  hundred  acres  of  pahure,  one  hun- 
dred of  meadow,  ten  acres  of  wood,  with  the  ap- 
purtenances in  this  town,  Clenchwarton,  and  Til- 
ney,  m capile ; and  died  the  10th  of  November,  in 
the  24th  of  Elizabeth. 

Miles  Southwell,  efq.  held  the  fame  in  the  30th 
of  the  laid  rejgn,  in  which  year,  about  Eafler,  it 
was  conveyed  by  him  to  fir  John  Whlloughby,  knt. 
of  Rilley  in  Derbylliire,  anceflor  to  the  prefent  lord 
Middleton ; which  Miles  was  fon  of  Francis  South- 
well,  efq.  aforefaid,  aged  eighteen  on  his  father’s 
death,  and  had  livery  of  it  in  or  about  the  27th  ol 
Elizabeth. 

Sir  John  Willoughby  was  fon  of  fir  George  Wil- 
loughby, and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  daughter  and  heir 
of  Richard  Neale,  of  Wiggenhall  St.  Mary  Magda- 
len; which  fir  George  died  January  10,  1598,,  aged 
80,  and  Elizabeth  his  lady,  Augull  24,  1592,  aged 
76.  Sir  John,  by  Frances  his  wife,  daughcr  and 
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heir  of  Henry  Flawes,  of  Hilgay  in  Norfolk,  had 
fir  Henry  Willoughby,  who  alienated  it  by  licence 
November  1 g,  in  the  gth  of  king  James  I.  to  Wil- 
liam Guybon,  efq.  and  was  held  by  fir  P’rancis 
Guybon  in  i 700,  whofe  fon  and  heir,  William  Guy- 
bon, efq.  of  Thursford  in  Norfolk,  conveyed  it  to 
Anthony  Dixon,  and  Jofeph  Dixon  gave  it  to  his 
nephew,  Thomas  Dixon,  efq.  the  prefent  lord,  1778. 

Ing.4ldesthorpe’s  Manor.  John  de  Ingaldef- 
thorpe  was  lord  in  the  3d  year  of  king  Edward  I.  and 
in  the  1 1 th  of  that  king  died  fejfed  of  it,  and  leve- 
ral  rents  of  affize. 

In  the  ill  year  of  king  Edward  III.  Thomas  <5e 
Ingaldeflhorpe  held  it  by  the  third  part  of  a fee,  as 
of  the  honor  of  Hawley,  and  the  iervice  of  qod.  per- 
ann.  to  Dover  cafHe. 

On  the  inquifition  after  his  death,  in  the  fecond 
year  of  the  laid  king,  he  is  laid  to  have  held  it  in 
ca[)ite  of  the  laid  honour,  and  it  extended  into  Til- 
ney  and  Clenchwatton. 

In  the  8th  of  that  king,  John  his  fon  arid  heir 
paid  33s.  4d.  relief,  for  this  manor. 

Sir  Edmund  de  Ingaldehhorpe  was  the  laft  heir 
male  of  this  family,  and  dying  in  or  about  1456,  left 
one  daughter  and  heir,  Ifabel,  married  to  John  Ne- 
ville, marquis  Montacute,  by  whom  flie  had  two 
fons,  John  who  died  young,  and  George  Neville  duke 
of  Bedford,  who  dying  without  ilTue,  the  ellate  of 
the  IngaldeHhorpes  was  divided  amongft  his  five  fillers 
and  coheirs. 

/ 
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Bishop  of  Ely’s  Manor.  Saint'Audry,.or  EtheL 
reda,  die  monaftcry  of  Ely,  had  lands  here. 

In  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  it  was  by  a£l  of 
parliament  conveyed  to  the  crown,  and  in ^ the  sifl 
pf  James  I.  was  part  of  the  poffefllons  of  Charles, 
prince  of  Wales. 

Earl  of  Clark’s  Manor.  This  lordfliip  was  in 
Walter  Giffard,  firfl  earl  of  Buckingham.  Walter  the 
fecond  of  that  name,  earl  of  Buckingham,  was  lord 
in  the  reign  of  king  Stephen,  and  on  his  founding 
the  abbey  of  Nutley  in  Buckinghamfliire,  gave  a 
portion  of  tithe,  belonging  to  hisjordfliip  here  and 
in  Tilney,  to  that  houfe,  as  he  did  fikewife  at  Mid- 
dleton ; and  from  this  earl,  by  the  marriage  of  a 
daughter,  (as  is  faid)  it  came  to  the  earl  of  Clare. 

Lord  Bardolf’s  Manor.  The  chief  lordfliip 
was  held  by  the  lord  Scales,  but  the  principal  te- 
nures and  lands  belonging  to  it  lay  in  Tilhey,  and 
not  in  Iflington,  and  moflly  in  the  lord  Bardolf’s 
manor  of  Tilney,  from  whom  it  took  its  name. 

Richmond’s  Fee.  "Alan,  earl  of  Richmond,  had 
lands,  here  at  the  time  of  the  conquefl. 

The  bifiliop  of  Baieux  (Odo)  had  this  on  the  for- 
feiture (rebellion)  of  Ralph  .earl  of  Norfolk,  and 
Alan,  the  earl,  had  half  of  it  for  his  part. 

This  lordfhip  alfo  extended  into  Tilney.  John, 
fon  of  Wygenhale,  John  Hackbech,  and  their  te- 
nants, held  three  parts'  of  a fee  here,  in  Tilney  and 
Wiggenhall,  of  the  honour  ot  Richmond,  in  jlenry 
III.’s  reign;  and  in  that  of  king  Edward  III.  Tho- 
mas Fitz-^George,  John  de  Wigenhale,  the  abbot  of 

Dcreham, 


OF  FREEBRIDGE.  305 

Dercliam,  and  the  prior  of  Weftacre,  held  the  fourth 
part  of  a fee  in  the  aforefaid  towns  and  South  Lynn, 
of  Ralph  Neville.  John  duke  of  Bedford  died  feized 
of  it  in  capitc,  in  the  14th  of  Henry  VI.  held  by 
. George  lord  Latimer,  as  part  of  Richmond  honour, 

Abbot  of  Bury’s,  and  Broughton’s  M.^nor,  The 
abbot  of  Bury,  or  St.  Edmund,  had  a lordfliip  here 
before  the  reign  of  the  Coufeffor, 

^ Sampfon,  abbot  of  Bury,  on  the  foundation  of 
the  holpital  of  St.  Saviour’s,  without  the  town  of 
Bury,  In  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  gave  to  tliat  hofpital 
two  parts  of  the  tithes  of  his  lordfhip  here  and  in 
Tilney ; and  in  the  gth  of  Edward  I.  John,  abbot 
of  Bury,  demifed  to  William  de  Sahara,  clerk,  for 
life,  one  melfuage,  with  the  demefne  lands,  meadow 
and  pafture,  a windmill,  fuit  of  the  abbot’s  tenants 
to  it;  faving  to  the  abbot,  the  homages,  rents,  fer- 
vices,  of  his  free  men  and  villians,  paying  2oh  her- 
ling.-^Witneffes,  fir  Ralph  de  Alneto,  fir  William 
■ de  Walpole,  fir  Robert  de  Northwold,  fir  William 
de  Ten  ington,  fir  Philip  de  Fenne,  fir  Ralph  de  Wir- 
ham,  fir  Adam  de  Talbot,  knights,  Robert  Rulfell, 
William  de  Bradcuhara,  James  de  Fenne,  Alexan- 

der  de  Walpole,  See. And  in  the  regifter  of  the 

Sacrilt  it  is  obferved,  that  die  monks  had  no  deeds, 
or  memorandum,  of  the  time  or  perfon  who, gave 
this  lordfliip. 

In  the  17  th  of  Edward  IV.  John  Broughton,  efq. 
and  Ann  his  wife,  conveyed  in  tmft  to  Thomas 
bifliop  of  Lincoln,  John  bifliop  of  Rochefler,  and 
Hovwodc,  clerk  of  the  privy-leal,  this  lordfliip  here 
and  in  Tilney,  with  the  ferry  between  Old  and  New 
Lynn,  and  the  laid  Anne  died  feiled  of  it  anno  20, 
then  a widow;  and  in  the  5th  of  Henry  VIL  John 
Broughtou*clied  feifed,  held  of  the  abbot  of  Bury. 
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On  the  feafl.  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  anno  2ifl 
of  Henry  VIII.  John,  fon  of  John'Broughton,  cfq. 
dying,  a minor,  Catherine  and  Ann,  his  fillers,  had 
livery  of  it,  with  Saxlinghain  manor  in  Norfolk. 

Ann,  their  mother,  remarried  fir  John  .Rulfell  ; 
and  Thomas  Strange,  efq.  by  the  marriage  of  Ann, 
one  of  the  fillers,  had  a moiety  of  it. 

In  the  30th  of  Henry  VIII.  Six' Walter  Hobart 
demifedat  to  Humphry  Carvile,  gent,  for  ten  years, 
paying  16I.  per  ann.  and  John  Hobart  had  an  inte- 
refl  in  it,  anno  3 2d  of  Elizabeth.-  After  this  it  was 
in  the  Thurllons,  and  John  Thurllon,  efq.  of  Hoxne 
in  Suffolk,  conveyed  it  to  fir  Richard  IJrown,  bait, 
who  died  feifed  of  it,  and  in  that  family  it  remains, 
1778. 

t 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Marv,  has  a nave, 
a crofs  illc  and  a chancel  covered  with  reed ; the 
lower  is  four-lquare,  and  Hands  at  the  fouth  part  of 
the  church,  and  thro’  it  is  a palfage  into  the  church, 
and  there  are  two  bells. 

It  was  anciently  a redory  valued  at  eighteen  marks. 
It  was  appropriated  to  the  priory  of  Blackburgh;  on 
a grant  of  the  lord  Scales,  in  the  2 2d  or  24th  of  Ed- 
ward 111. 

In  a window  was  the  pourtraiture  of  Roger  lord 
Scales,  on  his  knees,  in  compleat  armour,  with  a 
fcroll  in  his  right  hand,  thereon — JeJu  Fill  Dei  vii- 
jerer.  — — with  his  arms  ; gules,  fix  cfcallops, 

argent,  impaling,  ermine,  a crol's  ingrailed,  gules,  the 
arms  of  his  lady  Joan,  daughter  of  fir  Robert  Nor- 
wood, with  Scales’s  crelt,  a plume  of  oflrich’s  Ica- 
tlicrs  argent,  ill'uing  out  of  a coroqct,  01^  Alfo  tlic 
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arms"  of  E'fFord,  cavl  of  SuIFolly,  fable,  a ciofs  in- 
grailed,  or. 

The  Rev.  John  Davllle  was  prefented  to  the  vicu’ 
rage  of  lllingtoii,  by  the  king,  in  the  year  1775, 

LYNN,  NORTH.  Of  this  parifli  veiy  litdc  is 
known  with  certainty,  excepting  that  the  family  of 
the  Guybons,  an  antient  family,  had  a confiderable 
eflate  here. 

Thomas  Guybon,  cfq.  was  living  in  the  reign  of 
queen  Elizabeth,  and  married  Eleanor,  daughter  of 
Richard  Colville,  of  Newton  in  the  Ifle  of  Ely. 

Flumphry  Guybon  was  the  laft  of  the  family  in 
North  Lvnn:  he  married  the  daughter  of  fir  Philip 
VVodehoufe!  ^ 

The  prefent  proprietor  of  Noith  and  WcR  Lynn 
is  Thomas  Pownall,  elq.  formerly  governor  of  Mal- 
fachufet’s  Bay,  in  which  government  he  prefidcd 
many  years  with  great  reputation. 

The  church  has  for  many  years  pafl  been,  de- 
flroyed  by  the  waters,  and  the  rcdlor  preaches  an- 
nualfy  a fermon  upon  the  lands. 

The  prefent  re£lor  is  the  Rev.  Philip  Pyle,  who 
was  prefented  in  17^6,  theyoungefl  fon  of  that  ve- 
ry learned  divine  the  Rev.  Thomas  Pyle,  who  was 
for  many  years  minifter  of  St.  Margaret’s  church, 
and  was  a celebrated  preacher : he  was  alfo  diflin- 
guiffud  by  his  writings,  and  uas  in  great  efteem 
with  the  moR  learned  men  of  his  time.  He  was 
one  of  the  prebendaries  rclidciuiary  of  the  cathedral 
church  of  Salifbury. 
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lA^NN,  WEST,  It  has  been  an  idle  tradition, 
that  this  was,  in  ancient  days,  the  grand  port,  or 
chief  town : and*on  that  account  is  frequently  called 
Old  Lynn,  I have  obferved,  that  in  tlic  book  of 
Doomfday,  Lena  was  the  name  ol  what  is  now  call- 
ed the  burgh  of  Lynn,  of  South  Lynn,  and  of  Weft 
and  North  Lynn  ; and  that  the  chief  port  was  then 
at  the  burgh,  is  certain,  from  the  cuftoms  and  laft- 
age  of  that  port,  which  then  belonged  to  the  bilhop 
of  Ely,  and  the  lord  of  Rifing,  and  which  continued 
fo  for  many  centuries,  and  Hill  belong  to  the  faid 
burgh  ; this  place  tA-as  only  an  hamlet  belonging  to 
the  faid  burgh. 

In  a pleading,  anno  41ft  of  Henry  III.  it  occurs 
by  the  name  of  Weft  Lenne  ; and  in  the  year  1300, 
Alan  de  Lindcfey,  burgefs  of  Lena,  gave  by  deed 
to  William  de  Goufelc'  hirrier,  of  Lenn;  the  liberty 
of  a paffage  or  lerry-boat,  over  the  water  of  Lenn, 
which  he  had  bought  of  Alan,  fon  of  John  Codling 
of  Weft  Lenn,  to  the  faid  William  and  his  heirs, 
Sec.  paying  to  the  capital  lord  of  the  liberty,  the  fer- 
vicc  of  right  due  and  cuftomary,  for  which  the  faid 
William  gave  to  him  a certain  him  of  filver  in  hand, 
paid.  Witneffes,  John  de  Merlowe,  then  mayor, 
Peter  de  Thundreyn,  John  de  St.  Omer,  See.  bur- 
geffes,  dated  at  Lynn,  anno  1300. 

This  John  de  Mqrlowe  was  firft  mayor  in  1295; 
then  occurs  mayor  again  in  1299,  and  in  the  fuc- 
ceeding  vear  1300.  In  thofe  early  ages  it  was  no 
nncominon  tiling  for  a mayor  to  continue  in  his  ol- 
fife  two  years  running,  and  fometimes  three  years, 
In  the  reign  of  EdVvard  II.  I.ambert  de  St.  Homero, 
•was  mayor  in  the  ycafs  1312,  1313, 
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The  ferrv-boat  and  pafTagc  over  the  water  is  flilL 
pvi\-ate  property,  and  not  in  the  corporation.  \Vs 
b'clicve  if  belongs  at  prefent  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  William 
Young,  in  right  of  his  wife. 

Tlie  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Peter.  It  is  co- 
vered \vitlr  lead,  the  chancel  with  reed,  and  has  a 
fquare  toiv’cr  with  three  bells. . 

The  Rev.  William  Everard  is  the  prefent  redor, 

» 

TERRINGTON.  This  town  though  very  confi- 
dcrable  in  its  bounds  and  lands,  is  not  mentioned 
in  the  book  of  Doomfday,  and  the  reafon  is,  that 
there  was  at  tlvit  time  no  independent  manor  or 
lordlhip,  with  its  lands  here,  held  of  the  king ; all 
the  lands  herein  belonged  to,  and  depended  on  Totne 
neighbouring  lordfliips  and  towns,  where  they  had 
their  feite,  and  extended  theinC;lvcs  into  this ; and 
were  rtnder  thofe  lordfliips  and  towns,  valued  and 
extended  and  accounted  for. 

The  fubject  and  defign  of  that  mofl  valuable  re- 
cord, the  book  of  Doomfday,  being  to  fet  forth  and 
alcertain  thole  lands  only  which  were  held  in  capile, 
and  that  in  the  proper  place,  where  the  heads  of 
luch  fees  and  tenures  lay,  and  immediately  apper- 
tained and  belonged.  Many  indeed  have  maintain- 
ed, that  if- a town  was  not  to  be  found  in  that  book, 
it  was  not  at  that  time  in  being;  not  conlidcring 
and  reflc61ing  rightly  on  the  true  lubjecil  and  defign 
of  that  book:  this  led  Camden,  and  after  him 
others,  to  all'ert  Royflon',  in  Hcrtfordfhire,  'not  to 
have  a being  in  the  time  of  the  Conqueror,  the  cafe 
being  the  lame  with  that  town  as  with,  this  of  Ter- 
ringtoii. 
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Bardolph’s  Fee.  Hcrmcrus  de  Fcrrariis,  who 
held  a raanoi-  in  Tilncv  and  l{ling:ton  in  the  Con- 
fjueror's  time,  was  alio  f lord  of  part  of  this  town, 
into  which  the  faid  manor  extended  : this  came  af- 
ter to  the  lords  Bardolphs,  and  ’was  a member  of 
the  honor  or  barony  of  Wormegay  ; part  of  this  was 
held  by  the  antient  family  of  'Ferrington,  who  af- 
fumed  their  name  from  this  town. 

Howard's  Manor.  William  Howard  purchafed 
lands  here^  in  Walpole  and  Tilney,  in  the  20th  of 
Edward  I.  of  John  de  Hoyland  and  Sibill  his  wife. 

In  the  3d,  of  Richardril.  a fine  was  levied  of  the 
manor  of  Howards^  in  Terrington,  with  that  of 
Wiggcnhall,  &c.  between  William  Ufford,  earl  of 
Suflolk,  fir  John  Lovell,  fir  John  Tudenham,  knts. 
8cc.  feoffees,  c|uerents,  and  fir  Robert  Howard  and 
Margaret  his  wife,  deforciants : and  in  the  3d  of 
Henry  I\'.'  fir  John  Howard  w'as  lord,  which  fir 
John,  oii  his  death  in  1437,  Rft  to  Henry  Howard, 
his  fecond  Ion,  by  the  la'dy  Alice,  daughter  of  fir 
William  Tendring,  his  fecond  wife,  the  manor  of 
manor  of  Terrington  Eloward’s,  'and  Eaft  Walton, 
R’c.  whole  daughter  and  foie  heir,  Elizabeth,  brought 
it  by  marriage  to  Henry,  fecond  fon  of  Roger  Went- 
worth, efq.  of  Nettleffead  in  Suffolk,  (who  died 
feifed  of  it  in  the  2 2d  of  Edward  IV.)  by  whom  he 
had  Roger  Wentworth,  ofCoddenham,  Suffolk,  knt. 
who  died  in  the  33d  of  Henry  VIII.  and  by  Ann 
his  wife,  daughter  and  heir  of  Humphry  Tyrrell,  of 
Warlcy  in  Effex.  (fecond  fon  of  fir  Thomas  Tynell, 
of  Heron  in  Effex}  had  fir  John  Wentworth,  of  Cod- 
denham  and  Gosfield,  who  had  lively  of  this  manor  in 
the  31  ff  of  Henry  VUI.  and  .dying  September' 3, 
1567,  was  buried,  at  Gosfield  in  Effex,  leaving  by 

Ann 'his  wife,  daughter  of  Bettenham,  of 

Plucklcy 
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Plucklev  in  Kent,  efq.  two  daughters  and  coheirs^ 
Marv,  married  to  Thomas  lord  Wentworth,  who 
tiled  without  iirne,  and  Ann,  mam’ed  firft  to  fir  Hugh 
Rich,  Ion  and  heir  to  Richard  lord  Rich,  afterwards 
to  Henry  laid  Matrevers,  fon  and  heir  to  Flenry  Fitz 
Alan,  earl  of  Arundel.  ' 

By  .In  'inquifition  taken,  pojl  mortem,  Jan.  34,  ifi 
the  7th  of  Charles  I.  at  Ipfwich,  it  was  found  tha't 
fir  Edvs^ard  Villicrs,  knt.  died  feized  of  the  manor  o£ 
Terrington  Howard’s,  Overhall,  and  Netherhall  in 
Poflingford  ; the  manors  of  Impeys  and  Bully-hall, 
&c.  in  Suffolk ; and  that  by  Barbara  his  wife,  daugh-  • 
ter  of  fir  ]ohn  St.  John,  he  had  a fon  and  heir, 

, William  Villiers,  aged  20,  in  1625:  the  will  of  fir 
Edward  bears  date  Augufl  3,  ,1625,'  but  he  died  Fe- 
bruary 2,  1626. 

After  this  it  came  tq  the  Hovells,  and  fo  to  tire 
Folkcs’s,  and  fir  Martin  Folkes,  hart,  of  Hilling-ton, 

' is  the  prclcnt  lord  of  Terrington  Howard’s.  ■ 

Dt^NTOx’s  alias  Marshall’s  Manor,  and  Monk’s. 
Hugh  de  Duntone  was  lord  in  Hen.  111. ’s  time. 

Goddards  Manor.  In  1233,  Thomas,  fon  of* 
Goddard,  held  the  third  part  of  a fee  in  Middleton, 
of  the  lord  Bardolph,  and  lands  here. 

Robert  Goddard,  efq.  was  living  in  the  1 2th  of 
Hcniy  VI.  fon  and  heir  of  Walter,  and  held  a lord- 
Ihip  here  and  in  Walpole,  of  Joan  abbefs  of  Elnef- 
to\v,  in  Bedfoidfliirc,  and  was  buried  in  Terrington 
church  in  1448. 

.\fter  this',  William  Goddard,  efq.  a judge ’of  the 
Kiog  s Bench,  had  an  intcrcfl  herein,  and  Calherii>e 


f 


-12 


HUNDRED  AND  II  A L F . 

his  wife,  wlio  died  in  1464;  and  In  the  12th  of 
Edwar'd  IV.  John  Well,  of  Wifbcach,  and  Agnes 
his  wife,  daughter  and  heir  of  John  Goddard,  con- 
ve)'cd  lands  to  Henry  Balding,  elq.  and  Gregory 
Guybon,  of  Weft  Lynn,  efq. 

Bishop  of  Ely’s  Manor.  This  was  the  princi- 
pal manor  of  this  town,  and  belonged  to  the  bi- 
fhop’s  great  lordfliips  of  Weft  Walton,  Wifbeach, 
Sec.  which  extended  into  this  town. 

In  the  31ft  of  Henry  III.  a fine  was  levied  be- 
tween Hugh  bifliop  of  Ely,  patent,  and  John  fon  of 
Wace,  deforciant  of  culfoms  and  fervices,  which 
the  bifhop  demanded  for  the  free  tenement,  held  of 
the  bifliop,  in  Terrington,  with  forty-live  acres,  for 
which  he  was  to  pay  20s.  flerling  yearly,  granted  to 
him  by  the  bifliop,  on  the  payment  of  15s.  qd.  per 
anil,  la^’ing  to  the  bifliop  the  general  aid,  when  it 
was  to  be  levied  through  the  bifliojirick,  upon  his 
freemen/  by  the  king’s  precept. 

In  the  5 th  of  that  king  there  was  an  extent  made 
of  this  manor,  as  appears  from  the  regifler  of  the 
bifliop  of  Ely,  in  the  Cottonian  Library,  now  in 
the  Mufeum  : the  jury  prefent  it  to  be  in  the  liboj~ 
tv  of  that  bifliop  in  Marfliland,  that  his  bailiff 
might  ho*ld  pleas  of  all  that  the  fheriffs  might,  with 
writ  and  without,  aflife  of  bread  and  beer,  and 
amercements  of  his  tenants,  wreck  at  fca,  the  pa- 
tronage of  the  church  of  Terrington,  and  of  the 
chapel  of  St.  John’s,  towards  the  marfli,  with  all 
the  tithes,  except  two  part  of  the  tidie  of  the  land 
of  William,  fon  of  William  here ; and  the  lee  of 
fir  William  Bardolph,  called  Knight’s  Land:  the 
demeans  of  the  manor  conliflcd  of  four  hundred 
and  ninety-fevtn  .acres,  one  rood  and  an  lialf,  by 
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tlie  lefTer  luiii(;Ired,  and  the  perch  of  feven  feet, 
which  might  be  plowed  with  fix  oxen,  and  fix  Scots 
to  harrow,  and  carry  the  com  and  dUng ; the  mea- 
dows were  two  hundred  and  fixty-nine  acres  and 
half  a rood,  frefh  paflure  forty-fix  acres,  three  roods 
and  a half,  fait  pafture  one  thoufand  two  hundred 
and  ten  acres,  all  held  by  feveralty. 

The  towns  of  Terrington,  Tilney,  Walpole,  Wal- 
ton, and  the  Soke  of  Walfoken,  were  to  common 
and  dig  turfs,  8cc.  in  the  marfh  called  Weft  Fen, 
but  none  could  fell,  or  give  any  turfs  away  without 
leave  of  all  the  lords,  having  common  within  the 
boundary  thereof,  being  three  miles  long  and  two 
and  a half  broad.  ' 

It  remained  in  the  fee  ■ of  Ely  till  the  death  of 
Dr,  Cox,  in  1581,  when  it  came  to  the  crowm  by 
an  aft  of  parliament  made  in  the  4th  of  Elizabeth, 
which  empowered  her  to  grant  and  convey  the  im- 
propriate tithes,  glebe  lands.  See.  of  reftories  lodged 
in  the  crown  on  the  diffolution  of  religious  houfes, 
to  feveral  epifcopal  fees ; and  for  her  to  take  into 
the  right  of  the  crown,  on  the  vacancy  of^ny  fee, 
any  part  of  the  honors,  caftles,  manors,  lands,  &cl 
of  .the  laid  fees,  as  fliould  amount  to  the  yearly  va- 
lue of  fuch  reftories  impropriate,  to  be  fettled  on 
them  for  ever;  and  thus  this  goodly  manor,  with 
many  other  belonging  to  the  lee  of  Elv,  came  to 
the  crown,  on  the  death  of  bilhop  Cox  aforefaid. 

t 

King  James  I.  granted  this  manor,  with  all  its 
appurtenances,  to  his  eldeft  fon  Henry,  and  after  to 
Charles  prince  of  Wales,  ‘ 

After  this,  it  was  aftigned  to  queen  Catherine, 
eonlbn  ol  king  Charles  11.  as  part  of  her  dowry, 
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and  was  f'airaed  by  fir  James  Chapham  Fuller,  bart. 
and  in  the  year  1 6g6,  was  granted  to  William  Ben- 
tinck,  carl  of  Pordand,  by  king  William  III. 

Count  Bentinck,  a younger  fon  of  this  family, 
who  lives  in  Holland,  is  lord  of  it,  and  of  the 
greatefl  part  of  this  town. 

Count  Bentinck  was  captain  of  the  Niger  man  of 
war  in  the  Englifh  feivice  during  the  laft  war.  In 
the  year  1773  and  1774,  he  raifed  a very  remarka- 
ble fea  bank  upon  Temngton  falt-marflies,  and 
took  in  a confiderable  number  of  acres  by  keeping 
out  the  fea  and  fpring-tides  from  overflowing  them. 
This  has  been  a great  improve'ment  upon  the  eftate, 
but  it  cofl;  captain  Bentinck  his  life,  .who  by  expo- 
fing  himfell  at  all  feafons  by  his  clofe  attention  to 
this  work,  contracted  a fen  fever,  which  carried  him 
off  about  the  end  of  the  year  1774.  He  was  a 
3nember  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  till  the  unex- 
pected dilfolution  of  the  parliament  in  0£lober  1774, 
when  it  was  laid  he  was  fblicitcd  to  ftand  candidate 
for  the  borough  of  Lynn.  His  farms  within  the 
‘ old  bank,  as  may  be  feen  in  Mr.  Armflrong’s  fpeci- 
men  of  his  new  map  for  the  county  of  Norfolk, 
are  called  after  die  titles  of  the  family  in  Holland, 
“ Bentinck  farm,  Wclbeck  farm,  Roon  farm.”  The 
counts  Bentinck  are  lords  of  Roon  in  Holland. 

Prior  of  Lewes’s  Manor.  This  was  part  of 
the  faid  prior’s  manor  of  Wefl  Walton,  and  ex- 
tended into  this  town. 

Walter  Terrington,  L.  L.  D.  was  a celebrated  rm- 
ter  and  author,  and  boni  in  this  tow’ri,  as  w'as  John 
Colton,  firfl  mafler  ol  Gonvile  hall  in  Cambridge, 
and  preferred  to  the  primacy  of  Ireland  by  king 
Henry  IV.  ardibifliop  of  Armagh  in  Ireland. 
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The  church  of  Terrington  is  dedicated  to  St. 
Clement,  and  is  a very  beautiful,  large,  and  noble 
building  -of  freeflone,  in  the  form  of  a cathedral 
church.  ' 

On  a pillar  here,  a compartment  of  marble,  with 
the  arms  of  Afcham,  gules,  a fefs,  or,  between 
three  dolphins  embowecl,  argent,  impaling  Bury, 
ermine,  on  a bend,  azure,  between  two  cottifes, 
gules,  three  lys,  or;  creft,  a dolphin  embowed. 

Kcar  to  this  place  lycth  John  Afcham,  EJq.  born  at 
Bojlon  in  Lincolnjhire,  and  Mary  his  wife,  one  of  the 
daughters  of  Sir  William  Bury,  of  Grantham  in  Lin- 
colnfhire,  knight,  and  fijler  to  the  Lord  Chief  Baron 
Bury;  he  departed,  dr.  May  3,  fie  died  June 

. 1704. 

\ 

On  a grave-llone  in  the  chancel,  with  the  arms  of 
Upwood,  quarterly,  in  the  firft  and  fourth,  a chev- 
ron, between  three  heads,  crafed,  fable,  quartering, 
argent,  three  cocks,  gules  ; Cockain  the  feeond  and 
third.  ' * 

hi  memory  of  Samuel  Upxuood,  Efq.  who  died  Sep- 
tember  7,  1716,  in  his  38  year, 

Againft  the  north  wall  of  the  chancel  is  a fmall 
mural  monument  for  Dorothy,  wife  of  Mr,  John  Ed- 
wards, daughter  of  Thorowgood  Upwood,  Efq.  who  died 
Feb.  15,  1721-2,  aged  40;  with  the  arms'of  Ed- 
, wards;  ermine,  a lion  rampant,  guardant,  azure,  on 
a canton,  an  eagle  difplayed,  fable,  impaling-  Up- 
Here was  alfo  fornterly  buried  in  this  church, 
Thomas  Dudley,  defeended  from  the  lord  Dudley, 
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with  d'lis  epitaph: — Hie  jacet  Thom.  Sutton,  Jilius 
Thoma  Sutton,  nuper  de  Milton,  Jilij  D'ni  Johs.  Sut~ 
lon,^  D'ni  de  Dudley. 

Alfo  a grave-ftone  for  Elizabeth  Sutton,  wife,  as 
we  fuppofc,  of  the  aforefaid  Thomas  Sutton,  efq. — 
Hie  jacet  Eliz.  Sutton,  Jilia  Roberti  Goddard;  with  the 
arms  of  Sutton,  impaling  Goddard  and  Denver 
quarterly. 

On  the  wood-work  of  the  roof  of  the  nave,  is  an 
anchor  carved,  the  infignia  of  St.  Clement,  to 
whom  this  church  is  dedicated.  Alfo  a plain  crofs. 

' The  prefent  reSor  is  the  Rev.  Dr.  Brooke,  Lady 
Margaret’s  profelfor  of  divinity  in  the  univerfity  of 
Cambridge,  to  which  profefforfliip  this  reftory  was 
annexed  for  ever,  in  the  year  1605,  by  king  James  1. 

The  prefent  vicar  is  the  Rev.  Mr.  Upwood. 

There  is  a chapel  dedicated  to  St.  Johp,  belong- 
ing to  this  church,  where  the  vicar  of  Terrington  is 
'to  perform  duty  and  fervice  ; and  feems  to  be  built 
in  .1423,  licence  being  then  granted  to  John  Billing, 
vicar,  to  build  a chapel  in  the  lordfhip  of  the  bi- 
ihop  of  Ely,  at  the  crofs  called  Peykes-crofs,  to  the 
honor  of  God  and  the  Holy  Crofs;  and  in  1428, 
mention  is  made  of  a pilgrimage  to  Terrington  St. 
John’s. 

It  is  faid  to  be  made  parochial  and  free  from  tlie 
church  of  St.  Clement,  by  Lhomas  archbifliop  of 
Canterbury,  in  1530',  but  we  find  no  inftitution  to 
it  as  a parochial  church,  and  remains  at  this  time  a 
chapel  to  the  faid  church,  for  the  fervice  of  the  pa- 
rifliioners,  being  three  miles  from  the  mother 
church. 
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It  is  a regular  pile,  with  a nave,  two  ifles  and  a 
‘ chancel  covered  witli,  lead  ; a fquare  flone  tower 
with  four  pinnacles,  and  four  bells  1 handing  at  the 
fouth  well  corner. 

TILNEY.  The  lord  Bardolf’s  manor  of  Ifling- 
ton  extended  here. 

Lord  Bardolf’s  Fee.  It  was  a part  of  the  ho- 
nor of  Wormegay,  the  barony  of  the  lords  Bardolf ; 
and  being  a confiderable  lordfliip,  feveral  pcrfons 
were  enfeoffed  therein ; from  whence  fprung  up  ma- 
ny lordfliips,  held  by  different  parts  of  fees  and  te- 
nures here,  and 'the  prefentation  to  the  church  of 
I’ilney  belonged  formerly  to  the  lords  Bardolf’s,  as 
capital  lords. 

Cherville’s  Manor.  The  family  of  Cherville, 
or  Kervile,  was  early  enfeoffed  of  part.  In  the 
loth  of  Richard  I.  a fine  was  levied  between  Simon, 

■ fon  of  Roger  dc  Chcryille,  petent,  apd  Roger,  fou 
of  Walter  de  Cherville,  of  lands  in  Tilney. 

Sir  Frederick  de  Cherville  held  two  fees  in  Til- 
ney, Iflington,  Wiggenhall,  and  Clenchwarton, 
(when  an  aid  was  granted,  on  the  marriage  of  king 
Henry  III.’s  filler  to  the  emperor  of  Germany)  of 
the  honor  of  Wormegay ; and  was  found  in  the 
, 34th  of  that  king  to  have  a gallows  in  Tilney,  and 
the  liberty,  or  power  of  trying  and  hanging  offen- 
ders. 

In  the  4th  of  Edward  I.  William  lord  Bardolf, 

' was  found  to  die  feifed  of  a manor  here,  held  in  ca- 
pite,  by  the  fervice  of  paying  caflle  guard  to  the 
caflle  of  Norwich,  feven  fliillings  per  month,  and 
half  a mark  per  ann.  ’ . . . 
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From  the  Chervilles,  it  came  partly  to  the  Mar- 
muncls,  and  to  the  Tilneys,  probably  by  fome  mar- 
riage, hr  John  Tilney  having  a lordfhip  here  in  Ed- 
ward III.’s  time,  who  was  fon  of  hr  Thomas  de 
Tilney:  hr  John  was  filled  of  Whaplodc,  in  Liu- 
colnfliire,  and  left  two  daughters  and  coheirs,  Ifabel 
man-led  to  Jeffrey  Folvile,  by  whom  he  had  Maud, 
a daughter  and  heir,  married  to  hr  John  Woodford, 
wdiofe  fon,  hr  Robert,  of  Sproxton  in  Leiceflerfliire, 
gave  Ills  grandfon  John,  in  the  26th  of  Henry  \ L 
lands  here.  Alice,  another  daughter  and  coheir  of 
hr  John  Tilney,  married  Edmund  Kervile,  ol  Wig- 
genhall  St.  Mary’s 

West  Dereham  Abbey  Manor.  This  abbey  had 
conhderable  polfeffions  in  this  town. 

On  the  dilfolution  of  this  abbey  it  came  to  the 
crown,  and  was  granted  July  3,  in  the  2d  of  Eliza- 
beth, to  Richard  Nicholls,  of  Tilney,  whth  all  its 
appurtenances  in  Tilney,  Terrington,  Iflington  and 
Clenchwarton,  with  the  reaory  of  Rougham  in 
Norfolk,  belonging  to  Weftacre  priory,  and  the 
reaory  of  Dunton  in  Norfolk,  belonging  to  the 
priory  of  Marmound;  and  George  Nicholls  held  it 
in  the' 2 7th  of  that  queen. 

Fenn’s  and  Noon’s  Manor.  In  the  reign  of 
Hdnry  HI.  Philip  de  Fenn,  and  his  tenants,  were 
found  to  hold  the  third  part  of  a knight’s  fee  here, 
and  in  Wiggenhall,  of  the  lord  Bardolf;  and  the 
heirs  of  John  Noon  held  alfo,  with  the  abbot  of 
Dereliam,  two  fees  of  the  faid  towns  of  the  fame 
lord. 

Sir  Edmund  Noon  occurs  lord  in  the  3d  of  Hen. 

IV.  and  ill  the  5 th  of  Henry  VI,  Thornas  Noop 

held 
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Feld  the  eighth  part  of  a fee  in  Tilncy,  Wiggenhall 
and  Clenchwarton,  of  Thomas  Beaufort,  duke  of 
Exeter,  lord  of  the  honor  of  Wormegay. 

Marshall’s  Manor.  William,  fon  of  John  le 
Marcfchalle,  had  a loi  dfliipr  held  of  the  honor  of 
Wormegay, 

^\T^’DLING  Abbot’s  Manor.  In  the  94th  of 
Hemy  III.  the  abbot  held  in  this  town  and  in  Wig- 
genhall,  the  eighth  part  of  a fee  of  the  honor  of 
Wormegay. 

On  the  dilTolution  gf  the  religious  houfes  in  the 
time  of  Henry  VIII.  this  monaftery  came  to  the 
crown ; and  on  the  30th  of  Auguft  queen  Eliza- 
beth, in  her  13th  year,  granted  it,  with  all  the  lands 
and  tenements,  See.  belonging  to  it,  in  the  towns  of 
Tilney,  Iflington,  Clenchwarton,  Walpole,  Emneth 
and  Gayton,  to  Thomas  Jenyns  and  Edward  Forth. 

Westacre  Priorv.  Jeffrey  Sutton  alienated 
lands  in  this  town,  Terrington,  Wiggenhall,  See.  to 
this  priory,  in  tire  6th  of  Edward  II, 

Earl  of  Clare’s  Fee.  In  the  lines  of  lands  ly- 
ing in  jhis  town,  frequent  mention  is  made  of  the 
Tilney  family.  Robert  de  Tilney  lived  in  the  reign 
of  king  Henry  III.  and  Godfrey  his  fon,  was  found 
to  have  a manor  here  in  the  3d  of  Edward  I. 

Philip,  fon  of  Frederick  de  Tilney,  who  lived  at 
Bollon  in  Lincolnlhire,  efq.  was  poffeffed  of  a ma- 
nor, or  lands  here,  as  appears  by  his  will  dated  on 
the  feall  of  St.  Ambrofe,  in  the  11th  year  of  king 
Richard  II,  and  Frederick  had  fifty  acres  of  land 
her?,  conveyed  to  him  by  line,  which  Nicholas 
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Blower  held  for  the  life  of  Agnes,  widow  of  John, 
foil  of  William  Noon,  of  Tilney. 

In  the  47  th  of  Edward  III.  and  in  the  43d  of 
that  king,  John,  fon  of  Jelfrey  de  Tilney  and 
Agnes,  his  wife,  had  lands  conveyed  to  them  by 
' fine. 

Wca\^er,  in  his  Funeral  Monuments,  gives  an 
cxtracl  from  a book,  then  in  the  hands  of  Thomas 
Tilney,  of  Hadlcigh  in  Suffolk,  efc|.  which  belonged 
(as  in  a note  of  the  faid  book  is  faid)  to  fir  Frederick 
Tilney,  of  Boflon  in  Lincolnfliire,  who  was  knight- 
ed ^t  Aeon  in  the  Floly  Land,  by  king  Richard  I, 
in  his  3d  year ; a knight  remarkable  for  his  great 
ftaturc,  and  ffrength  of  body ; and  was  buried  wdth 
his  anceflofs  in  the  church  of  Terrington,  by  Til- 
ney, whofe  height  was  to  be  feen  there  at  that  time, 
viz.  1556. 

After  him  fixteen  knights  fucceeded,  (of  the  name 
of  Tilney)  and  in  the  eflate ; who  ail  lived  at  Bof- 
ton,  till  it  came  to  Thomas  duke  of  Norfolk,  by 
the  marriage  of  a daughter  and  heirefs  of  an  elder 
brother. 

* s 

The  laft  of  this  knightly  family,  was  then  fir 
Phil.  Tilney,  of  Shelleigh  in  Suffolk,  father  of  Tho- 
^ mas  Tilney,  of  Hadleigh. 

The  book  here  mentioned,  in  1727  was  in  the 
hands  of  'Peter  Le  Neve,  >Norroy,  but  the  note 
abovementioned,  appears  by  the  hand  to  be  written 
long  after  the  fiege  of  Aeon,  and  about  the  reign  of 
king  Henry  VIII.  or  Edward  VI.  and  diere  was  no 
jfuch  fucceffion  of  knights  as  here  mentioned. 

9^  Prior 


I 
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Prior  of  Lewes’s  Manor,  or  Kenwick’s,  was 
part  of  tlic  capital  lordfliip  of  that  prior  in  Weft 
, Walton,  and  granted  by  the  name  of  Kenwick  in- 
Tiincy,  in  the  reign  of  king  Richard  I.  with  the  con- 
fent  of  the  abbot  of  Clugny,  of  Burgundy  in  France, 
(to  which  abbey  Lewes  was  a cell)  to  Alan,  fon  of 
Robert  de  Snetfham,  alias  de  Inglethorpe,  in  fee- 
farm,  at  twenty  marks  per  ann.  moft  of  the  ftemefne 
-lands  belonging  to  it  being  exempted  from  tithe. 

Thomas  de  Ingaldefthorpe  was  lord  in  the  8th  of 
king  John,  and  in  the  3d  of 'Edward  I.  John  de  In- 
galdefthorpe was  found  to  hold  a knight’s  fee  in  this 
town. 


This  town  gives  name  to  a famous  common,  call- 
ed Tilney  Smeeth,  whereon  thirty  thoufand,  or  more, 
large  Marfhland  flieep,  and  the  great  cattle  of  feven 
towns,  to  which  it  belongs,  are  conftantly  faid  to 
feed ; about  one  mile  in  breadth,  and  three  in  length, 
viz.  Tilney,  Terrington,  Clenchwarton,  IflingtOn 
Walpole,  Weft  Walton,  Walfoken  and  Emneth : a 
piece  of  land  fo  fruitful,  (as  was  reported  by  a cour- 
tier to  king  James  I.  at  his  firft  coming  to  the  crown) 
“ that  if  over  night  a wand,  or  rod,  was  laid  on  the 
“ ground,  by  the  morning  it  would  be  covered  with 
“ grafs  of  that  night’s  growth,  fq  as  not  to  be  dif- 
“ cerned;”  to  which  that  king  is  faid,  in  a jocofc 
^manner,  to  reply,  that  he  knew  fome  grounds  in- 
Scotland,  where  if  an  horfe  was  put  in  over 
“ night,  they  could  not  fee  him,  or  difeern  him  in 
“ the  morning.”  Of  this  plain  or  fmeeth,  there  is 
a tradition,  which  the  common  people  retain,  that 
m old  time,  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  towns  had  a 
conteft  with  the  lords  of  the  manors,  about  the 
bounds  and  limits  of  it;  when  one  Hickifric,  a 
perlon  of  great  ftature  and  courage,  affifling  the 

faid 


522  HUNDRED  AND  HALF 

faid  inhabitants  in  their  rights  of  common,  took  an 
axel-tree  from  a cart  wheel,  inflead  of  a fword,  and 
the  wheel  for  a fhield,  or  buckler,  and  thus  armed 
foon  repelled  the  invaders ; and  for  proof  of  this 
notable  exploit,  they  to  this  day  drew,  fays  fir  Wil- 
liam Dugdale,  a large  grave-ftone,  near  the  ealf 
end  of  the  chancel,  in  Xilney  church-yard,  whereon 
the  form  of  a crofs  is  fo  cut,  or  carved,  as  that  the 
upper  part  thereof,  wherewith  the  carver  hath  adorn- 
ed it,  being  circular,  they  will  therefore  needs  have 
it  to  be  the  grave-done  of  Hickifric,  and  to  be  as  a 
memorial  of  his  gallantry. 

The  done  coffin  which  dands  out  of  the  ground 
in  Tilney  church-yard,  on  the  north  fide  of  the 
church,  will  not  receive  a perfon  above  fix  feet  in 
length,  and  this  is  fhewn  as  belonging  formerly  to 
the  giant  Hickifric the  crofs,  faid  to  be  a repre- 
fentation  of  the  cart-wheel,  is  a crofs  pattee,  on  the 
fummit  of  a daff,  which  daff  is  diled  an  axle-tree  ; 
fuch  croffes  pattee  on  the  head  of  a daff,  were  em- 
blems, or  tokens,  that  forae  knight  templar  was 
therein  interred,  and  many  fuch  are  to  be  feen  at 
this  day  in  old  churches. 

' Til,  is  the  name  of  a river  in  Northumberland, 
and  many  towns  take  their  names  from  Til ; as  Til- 
brook  in  Bedforddiire,  Tilford  in  Surry,  Tilbury  in 
Effex,  &c. 

The  church  of  Tilney  is  dedicated  to  All  Saints, 
and  is  a large  building,  confiding  of  a nave,  north 
and  fouth  ifle,  with  a chancel  covered  with  lead ; 
at  the  wed  end  dands  a fquare  tower,  'witli  pinna- 
cles ; on  the  tower,  a fpire  of  freedone. 

The 


• farkm. 


OOE*'  FREEBRIDGE.  523 

The  church  and  town  (lands  at  the  diflance  oF 
four  miles  from  L)mn  Regis  over  the  channel  into 
jMaifliiand. 

The  old  (lory  of  Hicldfric,  or  Hickathiift,  is 
that  he  took  up  a great  hammer  from  a forge  at 
Lynn,  and  threw  it  acrofs  the  river  into  Tilney 
church-yard,  faying,  “ wherever  it  fell  he  would  be 
buried.” 

In  the  20th  of  Edward  III.  a fine  was  levied  be- 
tween Mciry  de  St.  Paul,  countefs  of  Pembroke, 
and  John  lord  Bardolf,  of  the  patronage  of  this  rec- 
tory, and  an-  acre  of  land,  viz.  the  church-yard  held 
in  capite,  and  conveyed  then  to  the  countefs  for  for- 
ty-eight marks,  the  fine  being  levied  by  a fpecial 
precept.  The  family  of  Bardmf  is,  by  all  acebunts 
that  we  have  feen„  laid  to  have  purchafed  it  of  fir 
Frederick  de  Chervillc  in  the  reign  of  Hen'rv  III. 
but  as  the  Chervilles  manor  in  this  town  was  held  of 
the  lords  Bardolf,  who  had  the  chief  fee  in  it,  it  is 
mod  probable  that  it  was  always  an  appendix  to 
their  capital  manor. 

King  Edward  III.  in  his  3 2d  year,  granted  a pa- 
tent to  appropriate  it  to  Pembroke  Hall  in  Cara- 
bridge,  by  the  gift  of  the  foundrefs,  the  faid  coun- 
tefs of  Pembroke,  and  a vicarage  fettled. 

_ i 

Tlie  Rev.  Mr.  Peele,  now  upper  minider  of  St, 
Peter’s  of  Mancroft  in  the  city  of  Norwich,  was 
prefented  to  this  vicarage  in  1748,  on  the  death  of 
the  reverend  and  veiy  learned  divine  Dr.  John 
Whaley,  late  mader  of  Peterhoufc  College,  jn  Cam- 
bridge, and  regius  profellbr  of  divinity  in  that  uni^ 
verfity . 


WALPOLE 
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WALPOLE  takes  its  name  from  the  great  wall, 
or  fea  bank  raifed  to  defend  it,  and  from  a pool,  or 
deep  water  near  to  that  wall.  Of  this  great  parifli, 
only  this  account  is  to  be  found  in  the- grand  fur- 
vey,  or  book  of  Doomlday. 

Jolin  nephew  of  Waleran,  held  lands  in  Walpole, 
\VaIeran  was  fome  officer  of  the  Conqueror,  and 
carl  of  Millant  in  Normandy. 

Earl  of  Clare’s  Manor.  How  long  it  conti- 
nued in  this  John’s  poffeffion  does  not  appear  ; pro- 
bably on  his  death  it  was  granted  to  the  Giffard’s 
f?,mily,  earls  of  Bucks,  who  had  confiderable  pof- 
feffions  hi  this  tracl  and  neighbourhood ; and  by 
the  marriage  a daughter  and  heirefs  of  Giffard, 
the  fecond  earl,  was  brought  into  the  family  of  the 
carls  of  Clare. 

In  the  47^^^  of  Henry  III.  Richard  de  Clare,  earl 
of  Clare,  was  found,  as  appears  from  the  efeheat 
rolls,  to  have  held  lands  in  Walpole,  by  knight’s 
lervice.  ' 

In  the  5 2d  of  that  king,  Hamon  Movnflrail  had 
a manor  here,  which  we  fuppofe  to  be  this ; and 
then  gave  licence  of  diffrefs  for  rent  due  to  the  pri- 
orefs  of  Carrowe,  for  lands  in  Heacham  ; and  in  the 
7 th  of  Edward  I.  Adam  Muffroil  fettled  lands  here, 
and  in  Hunflanton,  on  Hamon  his  fon,  by  fine. 

In  the  21ft  year  of  king  Edward  I.  John  Lovell 
and  his  tenants  held  this  manor  by  the  third  part  of 
a fee,  of  the  earl  of  Gloucefter;  and  in  the  ill  of 
Edward  II.  John  Lovell  of  Titchmarfh,  fettled  it 
with  that  of  Hunflanton,  on  William  Lovell,  and 
and  the  heirs  of  his  body,  by  fine  then  levied : the 
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faicl  William  was  found  in  die  8di  of  that  king  to 
die  feifcd  of  it,  held  of  the  honor  of  Clare. 

It  appears  in  the  20th  of  Edward  III.  from  the 
inquifitions,  that  William  Lovell  and  his  tenants, 
lield  in  Walpole  the  third  part  of  a fee  of  the  earl 
of  Glouceflcr,  which  John  Lovell  formerly  held, 
and  had  a charter  for  free-warren  in  all  his  demean 
lands  here,  and  in  Hunflanton ; and  in  the  22d  of 
Richard  II.  Roger  Mortimer,  earl  of  March,  was 
found  to  hold  in  capite,  one  fee  in  this  town,  Hun- 
ftanton  and  W alton,  held  by  William  Lovell,  as 
.parcel  of  the  honor  of  Clare;  and  John  Lovel  held 
die  third  part  of  a fee  of  the  earl  of  March,  in 
Walpole,  and  was  under  age  ; and  the  king’s  w'ard 
in  the  3d  of  Henry  IV. 

-Edmund  Mortimer,  earl  of  March,  was  found  to 
hold  one  fee  in  Walpole,  Hunflanton  and  Walton, 
held  by  William  Lovell  in  the  3d  of  Henry  VI. 
and  ill  the  13th  of  Edward  IV.  the  jury  prefent 
that  Robert  Fitz-Symon,  held  the  day  he  died  the 
manors  of  Hunflanton  and  Walpole,  Mocking  in 
ElTex,  Lillingflon,  Lovell  in  Oxforddiife,  the  moiety 
of  the  manor  of  Archefler  in  Northaniptonfhire, 
and  that  Joan,  the  wife  of  Robert  Timperley,  was 
his  daughter  and  heir,  then  twen.ty-t\vo  years  old. 

John  Pell  was  lord  of  Lovell’s  manor,  with  mef- 
fuages,  lands  and  tenements,  in  the  13th  and  in  the 
42d  of  Elizabeth. 

I 

John  Richards,  alias  Glover,  and  Joan  his  wife, 
had  a praecipe  to  deliver  to  John  Moore,  the  manor 

of  Lovells,  in  this  town  and  Terrington,  &c. 

\ 


By 


326  HUNDRED  A^D  HALF 

By  an  inquifition  taken  at  Norwich,  O^loher  i, 
in  the  5th  year  of  king  Charles  I.  after  the  death  of 
Henry  Reppes,  efq.  who  died  the  23d  of  March, 
1628^  it  was  found  that  he  died  poffeffed  of  this, 
mdnor  cf  Lovells,  held  of  the  king,  of  his  honoui' 
of  Clare,  by  knight’s  fervice;  ttnd  is  called  a decay- 
ed and  reputed  manor. 

Valentine  Upvvood,  efq.  lord,  and  Samuel  Up- 
wood  in  1716. 

t 

Rcfides  this  little  lordfiiip,  there  were  two  very 
conhderable  Ones  in  this  townfliip  of  Walpole,  one 
belonging  to  the  church  of  Ely,  another  to  the  earl 
Warren,  at  the  time  when  Doomfday-book  was 
made ; and  yet  no  account  occurs,  or  is  to  be  found 
in  Doomfday-book  of  thele,  or  any  mention  made 
of  Walpole,  (excepting  the  account  of  John,  nephew 
of  Waleran’s  manor  before  obferved)  artd  the  rcafoil. 
is,  that  the  manor  of  the  aforefaid  John,  svas  the 
only  independent  manor,  held  in  capitc  of  the  king.l. 
in  this  town,  and  had  its  feite  herein:  ‘whereas  the  ■ 
iordfhips  of  the  church  of  Ely,  and  the  earl  War- 
ren,  though  held  alfo  in  capite,  were  dependent  ma-, 
nors  on  the  church  of  Ely’s  capital  manor  of  Weft’: 
Walton  and  Wifbcch,  and  the  carl  Warren’s  capital 
fnanor,  in  the  laid  town  of  Walton,  which  had  their  ’ 
feites  there,  and  extended  into  Walpole,  Terrington,  ; 
&c<  and  fo  were  valued  and  accounted  for  under  f 
the  capital  manor  of  Weft  Walton,  8cc.  where  not 
doubt  all  duties  and  fervices  of  thofe  who  held  landsy! 
in  Walpole,  and  Terrington,  of  the  aforefaid  bilhop 
and  earl,  were  conftantly  performed  and  due. 

■f 

Ely  Manor.  Ofwi,  a noble  Saxon,  andLeofleda^ 
his  wife,  father  and  mother  of  Alwyn,  gave  on  the  ’ ^ 
;tdmiffion  of  their  Ibn.  Alw'yn  into  the  monaftcry  of  ■ 

Ely.  ' 
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Ely,  {where  he  became  a monk,  and  was  after  bifliop 
of  Elmham,  in  Norfolk,  in  1021)  the  manors  of 
Walpole,  with  thofe  of  Wiflaech,  Walfoken,  WeR 
VV’alton,  and  Terrington,  in  NorfoUc* 

Marshe’s,  or  Colville’s  Manor.  In  the  reigfi 
of  king  Richard  II.  fir  William  Maifh  had  lands 
here,  and  gave  his  name  to  the  manor.  Afterwards 
it  came  to  fir  John  Colville,  and  then  took  a fecond 
name.  In  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  fir  John  Col- 
ville held  it  of  the  bifliop  of  Ely. 

Walpole’s  Manor.  Tlie  truly  ancient  family 
of  die  Walpoles,  of  Houghton  in  Norfolk,  earls  of 
Oriord,  were  many  ages  pafl  enfeoffed  in  lands,,  and 
a lordffiip  in  this  town,  from  which,  according  to 
the  Norman  cuflom,  they  affumed  their  Name.  Of 
this,  family  was  Jeffrey  de  Walpole)  foil  of  Reginald, 
as  appears  by  deed  fans  date. 

Amongff  the  names  of  thofe  knights  who  owed 
iervicc  to  the  bifliop  of  Ely,  as  appears  from  an  ex- 
chequer-book, Jocelinus  de  Walpole  is  named  to  hold 
half  a fee  in  W’^alpole,  Walton  and  Hackbech ; and 
among  the  free  tenants  of  the  faid  bifliop,  Adam  dc 
Walpole  is  laid  to  hold  half  a virgate,  and  a piece 
of  paffure,  paying  one  mark  per  ann.  and  Joceli- 
nus dc  Walpole  lialf  a virgate ; Ofbert  de  Stradfetc 
the  fourth  part  of  a virgate,  John  Norman,  Williara. 
de  Schuldham,  Alan  fon  of  Algar,  Ralph  fon  of  Jo- 
celine,  and  Roger  his  brother,  Andre\y  de  Terrino'- 
lon,  and  William  de  Camera,  &c.  ^ 

^ Ralph  fon  of  Jocelinc,  appears  to  have  three  fons 
Ihomas,  Alan,  and  Richard  dc  Walpole,  from  a 
pleading  in  the  34th  of  Henry  III.  when  Peter  and 
V\  illiam  dc  Walpole  were  fons  of  Thomas  de  Wal- 
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pole.  And  before  this,  in  the  1 2th  of  the  faid 
Ling,  a fine  was  levied  between  Clancia,  daughter- 
of  Alan  de  Walpole,  Thomas  de  Cheyle  and  Chrif- 
tian  his  wife,  Robert  Chamberlain  and  Mariona  his» 
wife,  petents,  and  Henry  de  Walpole,  tenant,  of 
forty  acres  of  land  in  this  town,  granted  to  Henry ; 
and  in  the  igth  of  the  faid  reign,  Richard  de  Wal- 
pole was  petent  in  a fine,  and  Walter  fon  of  Alan, 
and  Catherine  his  wife,  tenant  of  lands  here.  A 
fon  of  Joceline  was  benefador  to  the  priory  of 

About  this  time  lived  fir  Henry  de  Walpole,  knt. 
who  by  dttd  [am  date,  granted  to  Thomas  de  Spald- 
ing, burgefs  of  Lynn,  for  his  homage  and  fervice, 
and  for  twenty  marks  flerling,  certain  lands  in  Ter- 
rington,  to  be  held  of  him  and  his  heirs,  paying  to 
the  lords  of  the  fee  the  accufiomed  fervices  and 
dues,  viz.  fixpence  (de  cetifu)  at  the  feaft  of  St.  Mi- 
chael, and  to  him  and  his  heirs  one  clove  at  the 
feaft  of  St.  John  Baptijft.  Witnefles  to  this  deed, 
fans  date,  are  fir  William  de  Terrington,  fir  John 
de  Wygenhale,  knights  j Hugh  de  Dunftone,  Ni- 
cholas de  Hecham,  Walter  Marcfchal,  William  de 
Mundeford,  Nicholas  de  Burgh.  John  de  Baufey, 
clerk,  See. 

To  this  is  affixed  his  feal, — a fefs  between  two  ' 
chevrons;  which  arms  are  home  at  this  day  by  the^. 
earl  of  Orford  ; of  the  fame  family  was  Ralph  dc 
Walpole,  who  was  biffiop  of  Ely  in  the  reign  of  *• 
Edward  I.  and  bore  the  fame  arras. 

Before  this,  it  is  faid  that  the  family  removed  ^ 
from  Walpole  to  Houghton  in  Norfolk,  on  the  mar-y 
riage  of  Richard,  fon  of  Reginald  de  Walpole,  'j 
•with  Emme,  da.ughter  of  Walter,  Ton  of  William 
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tic  Flavelton  or  Houghton  ; but  they  ftill  continued 
to  have  an  interefl  and  a manor  here,  bor  in  the  5th 
,of  Edward  II.  Henry  de  Walpole,  (and  Alice  his 
wife)  appears  to  be  lord  both  ol  Houghton  and 
Walpole,  by  a firie  then  levied. 

Ini  the  3d  of  that  king  lands  in  Tilney  and  Wig- 
genlaall  were  fettled  on  John  Ion  ol  Alexander  de 
Walpole,  by  Alexander  his  lather ; and  in  the  6th 
of  the  faid  reign  Bartholomew  de  Walpole,  fon  of 
John  de  Walpole,  and  Catherine  his  wife,  held 
lands  in  Walpole. 

Henry,  ion  of  Flenry  de  Walpole,  by  his  will, 
dated  1442,  orders  his  truflees  of  this  manor,  to 
enfeolf  Henry  his  fon,  in  tail,  in  the  fame  ; and 
Thomas  Walpole,  gent,  fon  of  John  Walpole,  efq. 
by  his  deed,  dated  March  30,  in  the  12th  of  Henry 
VII.  granted  to  Thomas  Aleyn  of  Walpole,  a mef- 
fuage,  lands,  and  a fait- work  with  the  grains,  &c. 
in  this  town. 

John  Walpole,  of  Houghton,  efq.  ky  his  will, 
dated  February  28,  in  the  30th  of  Elizabeth,  and 
proved  in  April  following,  bequeaths  to  Catherine 
his  wife  all  his  lands  in  Walpole  and  Waitpn,  to 
her  and  her  heirs,  towards  the  preferment  of  the 
marriage  of  his  daughters. 

Rockford’s  Manor.  The  ancient  family 'of  de 
Rochford  had  alfo  a manor  in  this  town,  held  as  it 
teems  of  the  fee  of  Ely. 

Tills  manor  continued  in  the  family  of  the  Roch- 
fords  under  many  fovcrcigns,  till  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  IV.  fir  Henry  Rochford  conveyed  it  to  the 
yicar  of  Walpole. 

A 4 
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, The  Roch fords  took  their  name  from  a village  in 
Llfex  they  polfelTed  foon  after  the  Conqucfl,  and 
fiom  which  the  prefent  earl  of  Rochford  probably 
derives  his  title. 

Lhe  Rochfords  were  fuch  a numerous  family,  and 
of  io  many  branches,  that  it  is  not  eafy  to  diflin- 
guifli,  or  make  a regular  defcent  of  them,  and  we 
hnd  that  they  varied  on  this  account  their  arms : 
Ibmc  bore  cjuarterly,  or,  and  gules,  in  a bordurc 
fable,  bezanty ; others  the  fame  cjuarterly,  in  a bor- 
dure  indented,  uncharged  : we  find  alfo  an  annulet 
bore  in  the  firft  quarter,  al(b  a de  lys,  bore  by 
fome.  T.  he  creft  of  the  Rochfords  was  a man’s 
head,  with  a prolix  beard,  thereon  an  high  almaiu 
cap,  on  a wreath,  mantelled  ermin. 

In  the  5 th  of  Henry  VI.  fir  William  Mallory  and 
Margaret  his  wife,  conveyed  mcffuages  and  lands  to 
fir  Ralph  Rochford,  and  Richard  Leak,  efq.  in 
North  and  South  Stoke  in  Lincolnfliire  ; and  in  the 
laid  year  he  funendered  his  right  in  the  manor  of 
Wychampton  in  Dorfetfliire,  to  lir  Gilbert  Kyghley. 
He  was  living  at  Walpole  in  1446,  and  died  before 
1455.  In  the  ledger-book  of  Eofton,  Margaret, 
late  the  wife  of  fir  Ralph  Rochford,  is  faid  to  die  in 
that  year. 

In  the  eafl  window  of  the  north  ifle  of  St.  Peter’s 
church  of  Walpole,  is  to  be  feen  the  effigies  of  this 
knight  in  armour,  and  that  of  his  lady,  on  their 
knees ; on  his  furtout  are  the  arms  of  Rochford# 
cjuarterly,  or,  and  gules,  in  the  fecond  quarter  an 
annulet  fable,  in  a bordure  of  the  fame,  bezanty. 

Ralph  Rochford,  efq.  fon  and  heir  of  Henry# 
was  by  fome  called  a knight.  Thomas  Rochford, 

efq. 
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cfq.  his  brother,  by  his  will  dated  January  30,  1438, 
and  proved  February  25  following,  requires  to  be 
buried  in  the  chapel'  of  St.  Mary,  in  the  church  of 
St.  Peter  of  Walpole;  names  Margaret  his  wife  exe- 
cutrix, to  whom  he  gives  his  lands  in  Ringftead  and 
Holme,  to  pay  his  debts,  and  if  file  fliould  be  with 
child,  the  ilfue  to  have  them,  and  fhe  her  dower 
in  his  lands  at  Walpole. 

In  the  33d  of  Henry  VI.  in  a deed  of  this 
Ralph,  of  lands  in  Caftle-Rifmg,  dated  September 
26,  at  Walpole,  he  Piles  himfelf  Ralph  Rochford, 
late  efquire,  now  clerk,  (nup.  Armiger  7nodo  Clericus) 
by  his  wife  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  fir  Marmaduke 
Conftable,  he  had  three  fons ; Henry,  the  eldeft, 
Ralph,  of  Langholm,  and  Saier,  of  Barton. 

Henry  had  a lordfhip  in  Bofton,  called  Fenn’s,. 
and  that  of  Rochford  in  Sliirbeck;  and  in  the- 7 th 
of  Henry  VII.  fir  Henry  Rochford,  knt.  was  one  ol 
the  juftices  of  the  peace,  and  of  the  gaol  delivery, 
within  the  bifliop  of  Ely’s  liberty  in  Norfolk. 

After  this  we  find  nothing  more  of  the  Roch- 
fords ; as  the  bifliop  of  Ely  was  the  capital  lord, 
and  their  eflate  was  held  of  him,  it  was  vefted  in 
that  fee,  and  fo  continued  till  granted  by  an  a(fl  of 
parliament,  in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  to  the 
crown,  on  an  exchange  of  lands  with  the  bifliop. 

Denver’s  Manor,  or  Goddard’s,  had  its  rife 
from  a divifion  of  that  lordfhip,  which  Henry  dc 
Walpole,  fon  of  Olbert  de  Walpole  held,  wlio  dy- 
ing without  iffue,  his  two  aunts,  Ifabcl  and  Alice, 
lifters  to  Ofberl,  were  heirs  to  it. 
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From  the  Walpoles  it  came  to  the  Denvers; 
from  them  to  the  Goddards,  and  from  the  Goddards 
to  the  Hunllons. 

Heniy  Hunflon,  of  Walpole,  efq.  was  living  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  and  married  Jane,  daugh- 
ter of  fir  John  Audley,  of  Swaff  ham,  knt. 


Thomas  Hunflon,  efq.  fold  it  to  John  Hare,  efq. 
fon  of  John  Hare,  citizen  and  mercer,  of  London; 
with  feveral  mefluages,  lands.  See.  that  came  to  the 
Hunflons  from  the  Goddards,  Walpoles,  and  Roch- 
fords,  called  in  the  conveyance  the  manors  of  Den- 
vers and  Walpoles;  and  Henry  Hare,  lord  Colraine, 
his  direft  heir,  died  poffeffed  of  it  in  1749,  and  on 
his  death  defending  to  an  alien,  was  in  the  king’s 
hands. 

It  is  now  in  the  polfeffion  of  James  Townfend, 
efq.  by  grant  of  the  king.  James  Townfend  feiv'ed 
the  office  of  lord  mayor,  and  is  an  aldennan  of  the 
city  of  London  1778. 

Prior  of 'Lewes’s  Manor  was  a part,  or  mem- 
ber of  the  prior’s  capital  manor  in  Well  Walton, 
given  by  William  the  firfl  earl  Warren. 

Henry  Hare,  lord  Colraine,  died  pofTeffed  of  it  in 
1749;  on  his  death  it  came  as  an  efeheat  to  the 
crown.  It  is  now  in  the  polfeffion  of  James  Town- 
fend, efq.  alderman  of  London,  who  married  the 
heirefs  of  lord  Colraine. 

Pannel’s  Manor.  The  Welbys  of  Lincolnffiirc 
had  a confiderable  interefl  in  this  towm : Joan 
Welby,  widow,  of  Moulton,  polfelfed  it,  and  on 
ker  ion  Richard  Melby’s  marriage  with  Elizabeth, 

daughter 
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daughter  of  fir  William  Calthorpe,  of  Luclham  in 
Norfolk,  fettled  it  on  them  September  lo,  in  the 
Sth  of  Edward  IV.  Chrillopher  Langholme,  efq. 
on  the  death  of  his  brother,  had  livery  of  it  in  the 
ogth  of  Henry  VIII.  held,  as  is  'faid,  of  the  prior 
of  Lewes:  in  the  3d  and  4th  of  Philip  and  Mary, 
Chrill.  Langholme  conveyed  it  to  Richard  Good- 
rich ; and  Thomas  Hewar  had  praecipe,  in  the  3d 
of  Elizabeth,  to  deliver  it  to  Andrew  Ogard. 

After  this  it  came  to  the  Coneys.  John  Coney 
lived  here  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  and  Thomas 
Conev,  efq.  of  Sutton  in  Lincolnfliire,  was  father 
of  William  Coney,  efq.  of  Walpole,  who  bore  fa- 
ble, a fefs  between  two  cottifes,  or,  and  three  co- 
neys fejant,  argent : the  creft,  a^albot’s  head  coup- 
ed,  ilfuing  out  of  a mural  coronet,  or. 

This  William  was  a jullice  of  the  peace,  and  by 

Abigail  his  wife,  daughter  of  Tillbn,  of  Ged- 

' nev,  had  a fon  Robert,  who  married  Alice,  daugii- 
ter  ’of  fir  Robert  Barkham,  knt.  of  Waynfleet  in 
Lincolnfhire,  and  was  father  of  Robert,  a minor  in 
1664,  who  dying  fans  ilfue,  William  Coney,  efq.  his 
brother  was  his  heir,  and  by  Edith  daughter  of  fir 
Humphey  Edwin,  lord  mayor  of  London  in  1697, 
father  of  Edwin  Coney,  efq.  high  flierifi  of  Nor- 
folk in  1734,  whofe  fon,  Robert  Coney,  efq.  for- 
merly a captain  of  the  army,  and  lieutenant  colonel 
in  the  Norfolk  militia  while  on  fervice  in  the  late 
war,  and  one  of  the  commiflioners  of  appeals,  is 
the  prefent  lord. 

St.  Peter’s  church  is  one  of  moil  beautiful  parifli 
churches  in  England,  built  of  freeftone,  confifling 
of  a nave,  two  illes  and  a chancel,  all  covered  with 
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lead  At  the  weft  end  ftands  a noble. 
Cl  Itone,  embattled. 


flately  tower 


On  the  flone  work  of  the  fouth  porch,  as  vou 
enter,  the  ,ams  of  Goddard,  and  Denver,  qiar. 
terty,  wnh  Goddards  creft,  an  eagle's  head  elefi  ■ 
and  on  the  flone-work  towards  the  call  end,  near 
the  great  ych,  the  ar.ms  of  Rochford.  Thefe  fami- 
lies were  the  chief  benefaclors  to  the  building  of  the 
c urch,  which  was  about  the  beginning  of  the  reign 
of  king  Henry  VI.  In  tlie  year  1423  we  find  the 
windows  to  bp  glazed  and  fet  up. 

At  the  call  end  of  this  fouth  illc  lie  feveral  mar- 
pie  grave-ltones. 


Hic  jacet  Robertus  Conty,  Armiger,  de  Walpole,  in 
tomLNorf.  qui  ex  uxore  Alicia,  Jilia  Rob.  Barkham  de 
Wainjket,  in  comit.  Lin^coln.  Equitis  auratj;  8 filios  et 
^ filias  JiiJcepit.,  Korjolciam,  A\  1673,  Vicecomes  tue~ 
valur,  vir  in  patriam  devotus,  in  Deum  devoti/fimus,  in 
regem  Jidelis,  in  fuos  Uberalis,  in  alios  benevolus,  in 
probos  Juavis,  m malos  Jeverus,  in  omnes  liumanus ; obi 
5,  Apr.  1707,  cetat.  72. 


On  the  fummit  arc  the  arms  of  Coney,  fable,  a 
■lefs  between  two  cottifes,  or,  and  three  coneys  Ve- 
jant,  argent,  impaling  Barkham,  argent,  three  pal- 
Jets,  gules,  and  a chevron  over  all,  or. 

Another—/;?  memory  of  Robert  Cony,  Jon  of  Robert 
Cony,  Efq,  and  Alice  his  wife,  6-c.  who  died  Ncru.  8, 
J683,  aged  21. 

One — In  memory  of  Alice,  wife  of  Robert  Cony,  Efq. 
V)ho  died  3,  1676,  a tat,  41. 


Alfo 
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Alfo  one — In  memory  of  William  Cony,  EJq.  Jon  of 
Robert  Cony,  EJq.  and  Alice  his  xoije,  <bc.  who  died 
Jan,  6,  1 742,  aged  82 : who  married  Edith,  daughter 
of  Sir  Humphrey  Edwin,  Kt.  oj  the  city  oj  London: 

With  the  arms  of  Coney,  impaling , a crofs 

flory  engrailed  between  four  birds. 

On  the  windows  of  the  north  ifle  are  the  arms  of 
Goddard,  Denver,  Howmd,  of  the  Eafl  Angles, 
and  the  fee  of  Ely,  the  triangular  emblem  of  the 
Trinity,  St.  George’s  arras,  and  argent,  a faltier, 
vert,  Noon.  Allb  argent,  a chevron  between  three 
wolves  heads  erafed,  gules,  Lovell.  Here  w^ere  al- 
fo,  argent,  a chevron,  between  three  griffins  heads 
erafed,  gules,  Tilney,  Rochford  and  Goddaid,  im- 
paling Denver. 

The.  eafl:  end  of  this  ifle  is  taken  in  by  a fereen, 
and  was  the  chapel  and  burial  place  of  the  Roch- 
fords.  On  the  pavement  lies  a large  marble  grave- 
llon'e,  whereon  has  been  a long  great  crofs  of  brafs, 
ftanding  on  a pedeflal  of  four  fteps,  with  a croTs 
on  the  head  ol  it,  and  fix  fliields,  three  on  each 
fide,  all  reaved,  as  is  the  infeription,  which  was  on 
a rim  of  brafs  round  it,  of  which  this  only  remains : 

Hie  jacet  Willm.  Jilius  — « — — — conjlahularij 
cajtri  de  Wijbeache  — - — . Januarij  A\  Dni.  MiU'^, 

This  is  faid  to  be  in  memory  of  William,  only 
fon  of  hr  John  Rochford,  who  left  three  daughters 
and  coheirs. 

South  of  this  flands  a large  altar  monument,'.,  or- 
namented with  curious  brafs  work,  and  the  effigies 
ol  a knight  in  armour,  a lion  at  his  feet;  wdth  that 
of  his  lady,  and  a dog  at  her  feet;  over  his  head 
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are  two  fhields,  with  Rochford’s  arms  and  a flcur 
de  lys,  in  the  firft  and  fourth  quarter;  the  two 
fhields  over  the  lady  are  gone,  and  fo  is  the  rim  of 
brafs  that  went  round  it,  with  its  iiifcription,  this 
only  remaining; 

Matilda,  uxor  ej.  que  ohijl  — — — Anno  Dni. 

Mill^imo,  tricmitjimo,  Jcxdgcfimo  nono. 

Weaver  fays, this  is  the  monument  of  fir  Ralph 
Rochford,  knt.  This  fir  Ralph,  as  we  have  before 
obferved,  was  fon  of  fir  Saier  de  Rochford,  and  mar- 
ried Matilda,  daughter  and  coheir,  as  is  laid,  of  a 
Walpole. 

The  eafl  window  of  this  chapel  is  beautified  with 
the  effigies  of  many  faints,  &c.  at  the  bottom  of  the 
pannels  are  the  portraitures  of  a man  in  armour  on 
his  knees  ; on  his  furtout,  argent,  a bend  ingrailed, 
azure,  and  a chief  gules : this  we  take  to  be  for 
Ralph  lord  Cromwell,  lord  Tatefhale,  governor  of 
Rifing  caflle  in  the  time  of  Henry  VI.  and  that  of 
his  wife,  who  appears  by  her  arms,  on  her  veil  or 
inward  garment,  to  be  a Rochford.  quarterly,  or, 
and  gules,  &c.  and  on  her  outward  garment,  the 
arms  of  Cromwell.  Alfo  the  portraiture  of  a Roch- 
ford in  armour,  with  the  fliield  of  Rocliford,  and 
an  annulet  fable,  in  the  fecond  quarter;  and  his 
lady  with  the  ‘arms  of  Goddard,  on  her  inw'ard  veft, 
with  an  annulet,  azure,  on  the  breaft  of  the  eagle. 
Another  portraiture  of  a Rochford,  and  a lady  with 
the  arms  of  Rochford  on  her  outward  vefl,  and  of 
Cromwell  (though  obfeure)  on  her  inward  vefl. 

On  a brafs  plate, — Si  queeris  advena,  fuas  hic  depo- 
Juit  reliquias  Barnabas  French(imus,  juvenis  ultra  annos 

phis. 


OF  FREE  BRIDGE, 


337 

plus,  fupra'vircs  fcdulus,  cujus  in  iiitiritu,  duplex  hoc 
potuit  malum,  ho  ale  patron  orbare  et  conjuge.  Prok 
Jlebile  fatum  confumptio  rapiiit Jilium  et  trijlitia  conjugem. 
Tam  chari  pignoris  damnum,  non  prius  dejlere  de  Jlitit 
lucluofa  parens,  quam  eundein  cum  Jilio  tumulum  habuct^ 
et  in  ccelo,  folium,  audijt  Dcus,  et  dedit;  obijt  filius 
Augiijti  25“.  mater  jYovemb.  15,  A°,  1652,  87. 

On  a marble  gravc-llone> — argent,  three  lozenges, 
azure,  each  charged  with  an  efcalop,  or ; crefl  a 
flag’s  head  erafed,  with  a branch  in  his  mouth, — 
Hart. 

H.  S.  E.  Gulielmus  Hart,  clericus,  re^lor  et  vicarius 
de  Walpole,  dighi/fmius,  reSloris  munus,  per  unum  et 
qianquagmta,  vicarij  per  duos  et  quadragmia  annos  ji~ 
deliter  executus  ejl,  officio  fatisfecit;  Theologus  ad  pri~ 
mceva  rcligionis  norman  Jidef  mhribujq ; incorruplijfi- 
mus,  ingenij,  facundia,  pietatis  laiide  Jlorentiffmus,  va- 
riaq;^  cruditionis  eiegantia,  ornatijjimus  vir.  Vita  ad 
amujjin  dijpojitu  atq;  ordinata  fandlitas,  Jimma  comitas, 
par  ab  omnibus  diligehatur,  colebatur,  probijjimus,  gra- 
vifimus,  venerahilis  fenex.  Amicitia  ej us  nihil  Jidclius, 
Jermonibus  nihil jucundius,  nihtl  doBius,  per petua' mentis, 
corporifq;  Janitaie  et  vigore  ufus  eji.,  et  in  ipfo  fere  ata~ 
tis  Jloi  e tantum  non  odlogenarius  deceit.  In  altijfima 
tranquillitate,  panq;  vencratione  ad  mortalitatis  finem 
pervenit  menfis  Maij  die  ad°.  A.  D.  1726,  atat.  face 
Lxxix  fjfuxta  jacent  Alicia  Plart,  Cxulielmi  et  Sufannee 
Jilia,  qua  decern  annos  nata,  animam  T)eo  reddidit,  et 
Gulielmus  eortind.  nepos,  Gulielmi  et  Maria  Hart  de 
Bojlon,  in  com.  Line,  Jilius  primogenitus  ad^calum  redi~ 
de  maturavit  quinq;  menfes  natus,  iujantidus. 

Ehe  afeent  to  the  communion  table  confifls  of 
many  fleps,  under  it  is  an  arch,  which  will  contain 
many  horles,  for  the  ule  of  tliofc  parifhoners  who 

arc 
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are  obliged  by  the  badnefs  and  length  of  the  ways, 
to  come  on  horfeback  to  church. 

Xhe  prefent  re£lor  is  the  Rev.  William  Everard, 
of  Lynn,  prefented  by  the  crown  in  1743. 

St.  Andrew’s  church  is  a regular  well  built  pile, 
confifling  of  a nave,  a north  and  fouth  ifle,  a chan- 
cel, with  a fouth  porch,  all  covered  w’ith  lead.  At 
the  well  end  is  a Iquare  fleeple,  with  four  bells. 

The  fea  bank  at  this  town  from  St.  Helen’s  cha- 
pel next  Terrington,  to  Novech  gate  in  Weft  Wal- 
ton, is  three  miles  in  length. 

At  a place  called  Crofs  Keys  in  this  parillr,  is  a 
paffage  over  the  waftjt^Sj_  at  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Nene,  to  Long  Sutton^yn  Lincolnfliire,  (when  the 
tide  is  out,  and  bclq^^e  its  reilux)  for  horfes  and  car- 
riages, and  king  Jolin  pafTing  over  here  into  Lin- 
colnfhire  a little  time  before  his  death,  not  obferving 
this,  loft  moft  of  his  baggage,  or  carriages,  by  the 
rcflu3^  of  die  tide. 

The  palTage  over  the  wafhes  from  fide  to  fide  is 
two  miles,  but  at  a proper  time  of  the  tide  the  wa- 
ter to  be  crofted  is  of  no  great  breadth ; the  clianncl 
being  very  narrow. 

iVVALSOKEN.  Ramsey  Abbot’s,  or  Popenhow 
Manor.  The  principal  manor  of  this  town  was 
given  to  the  abbey  of  Ramfey,  in  Huntingdonfliire, 
by  Ailwin,  duke  of  the  Eaft  Angles,  allb  ftiled, 
Alderman  of  the  Eaft  Angles,  on  his  founding  of 
that  abbey  in  io6g,  by  the  name  of  hive  Hides,  in 
Walibken,  and  was  confirmed  to  that  houle  by  king 
Edgar,  The  laid  ;abbey  held  it  at  the  grand  furvey 
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by  the  name  of  The  Land  of  St.  Berinet  of  Ram- 
fey  ; the  abbey  being  dedicated  to  that  great  patron 
of  the  monadic  order. 

On  the  diffolution  of  this  abbey  it  came  to  the 
crown,  and  was  granted  by  king  Henry  VIII.  Fe- 
bruary 26,  in  his  36th  year,  by  the  name  of  Popen- 
how,  alias  Walfoken  manor,  with  the  advowfon  of 
the  redory,  to  fir  Thomas  Wrothefley,  and  fir  Ri- 
chard Southwell,  (which  fir  Richard  was  one  of  the 
king’s  vifitors  of  the  abbeys,  priories,  &c.)  with  all 
the  rights  and  privileges  enjoyed  by  the  abbots,  and 
as  fpecified  in  the  14th  of  Edward  I.  by  a Qiio 
Warranto. 


On  the  25th  of  January,  in  the  24th  of  Elizabeth, 
it  was  conveyed  by  fir  Richard  Southwell  to  Tho- 
mas Barrow,  cfq.  of  Cranworth  in  Norfolk. 


It  was  conveyed  July  15,  1669,  to  John  Colville, 
efq.  and  his  fon  Jofiah  fold  it  in  16S5  to  John  Creed[ 
efq.  of  Oundle  in  Northamptonfliire,  in  vvhofc  fa- 
mily it  remains,  1778. 


Marshes,  or  Ely  Manor.  Here  was  a manor 
called  Marlhe’s,  from  die  family  of  De  Marifeo  who 

held  lands  of  the  fee  of  Ely,  and  of  the  abbot  o£ 
Ramley. 


In  the  year  ijy.,  the  bifhop  of  Ely  was  the  ca- 
pital  lord,  had  the  Icte,  return  of  writs,  cognizance 
of  all  pleas,  when  it  is  faid  that  the  whole  town  en- 
tered commoners  in  Weft  Fen,  and  were  to  clean 
their  portions  of  the  Podike,  five  furlongs  and  fnt- 
teen  perches.  The  hifhop,  and  the  abbot  of  Ram, 
icy,  had  each  a moiety  of  the  lia  wreck,  royal  fifhe. 
Ties,  &;c.  with  free  warren,  ^ 

la 
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In  tlic  8th  of  Henry  VI.  fir  John  Colville,  of 
Newton,  bad  an  inquifition,  ad  quod  damnum,  on  his 
fettling  five  meffuages,  one  hundred  and  ten  acres 
of  land,  in  Newton,  Lcverington,  Wifbcch,  Elme, 
and  a fifhery  called  Depewear,  in  Wifbech,  on  a 
chauntry  in  the  church  of  New'ton,  and  died  as  is 
faid  about  the  24th  of  Henry  VI.  leaving  fir  John 
Colville  his-  fon  and  heir,  who  married  .Ann,  daugh- 
ter of  fir  Henry  Ingels,  of  Dilhara  in  Norfolk,  and 
died  in  the  4th  year  of  king  Henry  VII.  and  in  the 
gth  of  the  faid  king  it  appears  fhe  was  re-married  to 
fir  Robert  Brandon. 

Francis  Colville,  efq.  fucceeded  his  brother  fir 
John,  and  died  feifed  of  this  manor  in  the  qth  year, 
and  then  a knight,  leaving  Richard  his  fon  and  heir, 
by  Catheririe,  daughter  of  John  Eow’nfliend,  of 
Rainham  in  Norfolk,  efq.  w'hich  Richard,  by  an  in- 
quifition taken  at  d hetford,  November  2,  in  the 
17th  of  Henry  VIII.  was  found  to  die  September  5 
in  the  faid  year,  feiled  of  this  manor,  and  that  of 
Newton. 

John  Colville,  efq.  is  faid  to  have  been  a gold- 
fmith  of  London,  and  purchafed  the  manor  of  Po. 
penhow  in  this  towm,  and  had  by  Dorothy  his  wife, 
^daughter  of  , biflrop  of  London,  Jofiah  Col- 

ville, efq.  of  Lincoln’s-lnn,  London,  in  1685,  then 
aged  27,  died  at  Wifbech  December  23, 
and  w'as  buried  at  Newton,  leaving  Ann  his  filler  • 
and  heir.  Richard  Colville,  efq.  of  New'ton  in  the 
Jile  of  Ely,  is  the  prelent  lord. 

The  church  of  W^alfokcn  is  dedicated  to  All  Saints, 

and  has  a nave,  north  and  fouth  ille,  with  a chancel 

covered  with  lead;  at  the  well  end  is  a tower,  with  • 

a fpirc  of  free-flonc.  J 

^ Againlt  . 
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Agalnfl:  the  wall  of  the  fteeple,  facing  the  nave 
of  the  church,  is  the  effigies  of  king  Solomon,  fitting 
in  a chair,  or  throne,  in  royal  robes,  pi  ojccfting  from 
the  wall,  and  on  each  fide  of  him,  a large  piece  of 
painting,  reprefenting  the  hilloiy  and  judgment  of 
that  king,  on  the  two  harlots ; and  at  the  cafl  end 
of  the  nave  that  of  king  David,  with  his  harp  ; and  , 
under  it  the  piclure  of  king  Charles  I. 

On  the  pavement  here  a grave-flone : — M.  S.  Pe^ 
tri  WenJLey,  Gmeroji,  Rob.  Wenjl-ey,  ckrici,  Jilii,  qui 
oht.  iS*.  Marti],  A.  D.  1711,  £et.  2S,  hcc  non  Elea- 
nors conjugis,  ipjiils  qua  morti  cejfit,  13,  Jidij  at  25. 
Juxta  hos  inhumatur  Rob.  Petri  frater,  ob.  Oil.  4, 

1 733.  at.  49,  and  this  fliield, ‘,  four  efcallops, 

with  their  heads  meeting'  in  the  fefs  point,  , 

impaling , a chevron  between  three  mullets,  on 

a chief,  three  bucks  heads  cabofed. 

Near  this,  one — In  memory  of  Elizabeth  'Wenjley^ 
■widow,  and  only  daughter  of  Peter  Robertfon,  of  Chef- 
hunt  in  Hertjordjhire,  Efq.  relibl  of  Robert  Wenfey  of 
the  faid  town,  det%  who  dyed  Sept.  26,  1697,  aged 
47- 

The  font  is  ciuioufly  ornamented  with  imagery- 
work  of  many  faints,  our  Saviour’s  pafllon,  and  the 
level!  facraments  of  the  church  of  Rome;  and 
round  the  foot  of  it 

Remember  the  foul  of  S.  Honyter  and  Margaret  his 
wife,  and  John  Beforth,  chaplain. 

A grave-flone — In  memory  of  Thomas,:  fon  of  Edw. 
Southwell,  Gent,  and  Alice  his  vjife,  grandfon  to  Rob. 
Wenjley,  who  died  March  1 1,  1692,  aged  25  years. 
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One  for — Rob.  Wcnjley  of  Waljokai,  Gent,  buried 
Kovember  3,  1 6g  1 , aged  7 7 . 

Alfo  for — Alice  wife  of  Rob.  Wenjley,  Gent,  who 
dyed  JVcv.  g,  1G7S,  aged  65. 

One  for — Mary,  wfe  of  John  Gardener,  of  Wif 
beach,  Gent,  daughter  of  Rt.  Wenfey,  Gent,  died  J\^ov. 
4 , 1 6g  I , aged  40  years. 

Grave-flones  alfo — In  memory  of  William  Edwards, 
of  Walfoken,  Gent,  loho  died  May  ag,  1680,  in  his  46 
year;  and  for  Steph.  Edwards,  his  fon,  loho  died  Jan. 
30,  lyog,  aged  34. — For  Elh.  late  wife  of  Williamr 
Edwards,  Gent,  who  died  May  31,  1701,  aged  53. 

Alfo  for — Thomas  Edwards,  Gent,  who  dyed  Aug. 
13;  eet.  73. 

On  a mural  monument — A'ear  this  place  lye  inter-' 
red  the  bodies  of  John  Flerring,  M.  A.  thirty  fix  years 
redor  of  this  parijh,  aged  75,  buried  June  2,  1717. 
and  of  Martha  his  wife,  daughter  of  Thomas  Potts,  of 
the  paripi  of  St.  Gregory  s,  London,  aged  44,  buried 
Jan  3,  1704. 

This  monument  is  ereded  in  gratefull  memory  of  hi$ 
excellent  parents,  by  their  only  fon  Thomas,  Lord  Arch- 
kifhop  if  Canterbury,  1730. 

Dr.  Thomas  Herring,  was  firfl  archbilhop  of 
York,  where  in  the  year  of  the  Scotch  rebellion, 
1745,  he  greatly  diftinguifhed  himfelf  for  his  loy- 
alty and  fpirit,  and^^was  afterwards  tranflated  to  the 
fee  of  Canterbury.  He  was  born  at  Walfoken,  in 
the  reign  of  king  William  III.  ibgg  ; was  an  amia- 
ble prelate  throughout  life,  and' died  grcatlv  regret- 

♦ ted 
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ted  by  tlic  clergy  in  general,  and  in  particular  by 
the  clergy  of  the  city  of  London.  His  grace  was 
educated  at  Bennet  College  in  Cambiidge,  which 
has  given  many  bifliops,  nominated  from  maflers  of 
that  college,  to  the  lee  of  Norwich.  gAmongfl;  the 
reft  in  the  lad  century  Dr.  Richard  Jagon,  who  was 
twelve  years  mafler  of  that  college,  and  who  died 
bifliop  of  Norwich,  and  was  buried  at  Aylfliam  in 
1617.  He  was  a man  of  learning,  and  a man  of 
humour:  vyhile  mailer  of  Bennet  he  punifhed  the 
under-graduates  for  fome  offence,  and  with  the  fine 
lie  laid  upon  them  wLiied  the  hall  of  the  college, 
upon  which  one  of  the  ftudents  w'rote  upon  the 
fereens 

“ Dr.  Jagon,  Bennet-college  maffer, 

“ Broke  the  fcholars  heads,  and  gave  the  hall  a 
plaijler.'" 

The  doftor  on  reading  it  wrote  under, 

‘‘  Knew  I but  the  wag,  who  writ  tliefe  verfes  in 
“ a bravery, 

“ I w'ould  commend  him  for  his  wit,  and  wJiip  him 
“ for  his  knavery.  , 

In  this  parilh  was  a cliapel,  dedicated  to  the  Holy 
I’rinity,  at  the  place  called  the  Stalth-Ditch,  in 
which  was  a famous  guild,  or  fraternity,  with  cul- 
ms, or  mailer. 


■ In  1461,  Eborardus  was  cuftos,  as  he  ftiles  him- 
felf,  of  the  chapel  and  hofpital  of  the  Holy  Trinity 
of  VValfoken.  ^ 

Pope  Urban  VI.  Boniface  IX.  Martin  V.  Paul  IL 
andbixtusV.  granted  to  the,  brothers  and  fillers  of 

this 
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this  fraternity,  and  to  all  who  were  bcnefaclors  to  ity 
furprifing  indulgences,  as  will  appear  from  what  wc 
have  here  fubjoined,  taken  from  a rude  and  imper- 
fed  copy  of  a deed  of  admilhon  of  two  perfons  into 
this  fiatemity,  under  the  feal  of  the  aforefaid  Ebo- 
rard. 

“ Univerlls  S’ed  rtaatris  eccl'ie  fifijs  ad  quos  pTen- 
“ tes  litter,  p’vcnerint,  Eborard.  cuflos  capellc  ct 
“ hofpitalis  S’ce  Trinitatis  de  Walfoken,  Norwich 
“ dioc.  et  ejufd.  loci  confratres  et  conforores  falut. 
“ in  D’no.  fe’pitern.  voverit  univerfitas  veftra  venc- 
“ randa  cjd.  piifTimus  in  Xto.  pater  et  Dominus  nof- 
ter  D’nus  Urban,  divina  miferatione  Papa  Sextusv 
“ dc  plenitudine  fue  pietat.  nobis  indulfit  cjd.  eis  qui 
“ de  facultatib;  fuis,  8cc.  nobis  fubverierit,  et  in 
“ fandam  focietatera  noflram  flatuerunt  fe  collegas, 
“ nobis  — — — que  beneficia  przefliterint, 

“ annuatim  fepti’am  partem  poenitent.  — • relaxa- 
“ vit  tres  annos  et  centum  dies-  venie  totiens  quoti- 
“ ens  hoc  feccrunt  vel  meruerint,  concefllt  ac  eciam 
'*  pRnariam  participate  omnium  rhiffar.  et  aliar.  ora- 
‘‘  lion.-  fpiritual.  C[ue  hunt  et  de  cet.  fient  in  uni-ver- 
“ fati  ecclefia.  ad  quas  p’tin.  fuerint  interdid.  ipGs 
“ c]tr.  mori  contigerit  nifi  excorarauni.  vel  no’iati  in- 
“ terdidi  aut  publici  ufurarij  fuerint  ecclefiaftica  fe- 
“ pultura  eis  non  negabitur  et  curati  eor.  qui  ha- 
“ bent  curas  a’iraar’q;  luar.  poffint  eos  abfolvere  ab 
omnib;  eor.  peccat.  contiitis  et  confelfis,  ac  etiam 
“ oblitis,  nih  forte  talia  com’iferint  p’pr.  que  fedes 
“ apollolica  fit  merito  confulenda,  quas  quidem  con- 
•*  cefiiones  fandilfi.  in  Xto,  patres  Bonifacius  Papa 
non.  Martinus  quintus,  Paulus  lecund.  et  Sixtua 
papa  quintus  milericorditr.  p.  auqdi.  copfirmat* 
“ confirmavi  et  qd.  dilech.  nobis  in  Chrillo  Elio. 
“Hutton  — — • — Dekkys,  cavitut.  fubfidia 

nobis  donav Cl . in  didam  cunfruicniiiaicm  iioftram 

*•  eps 
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“ cos  afTuminius,  ct  intr.  noflros  confratres  Xti.  pau- 
“ pcres  — — amus  eos  — in  Deo  poffumus 

“ omnium  honor,  fpiritualium  intr.  nos  confratres 
“ habitor.  et  in  poflerum  habendor.  miiTar,  et  alior. 

omn.  jejunior,  vigiliar,  abftincntiar.  elemofinar.  ct 
“ peregrinat.  participcs  effe  volumus  p.  p fentes.  In 
“ cujus  rei  teftimon.  figill.  cufiod.  hofpital.  noftri 
“ p’di61i  p’fentib ; eft  appenfum.  Dat.  apd.  Walfo- 
“ kenin  capella  n’ra,  lefto  die  Odob.  Anno.  D’ni. 

MiUefimo  cccc.  lxxxl.” 

The  feal  is  oblong,  having  under  an  arch,  the 
effigies  or  reprefentation  of  God  the  father,  fupport- 
ing  our  Saviour  on  the  crofs,  as  was  frequently  and 
profanely  ufed  in  the  church  of  Rome ; below  that 
the  cuftos  at  prayers,  with  a legend,  “ Sigill,  — 

“ confrat.  et  conforor.  — Trinit.  de  Walfoken.” 

The  abfolution  on  the  admiffion  of  a brother, 
See.  was 

“ Audoritate  Dei  Omnipot.  et  beator.  Petri  et 
“ Pauli  ac  audoritate  apoftolica  mihi  in  hac  parte 

commilfa.  Ego  Te  abfolvo  ob  omnib;  peccatis  p. 

‘ te  vere  contritis  et  mihi  confeflis,  nec  non  ab  om- 
“ nib  ; peccatis  tuis  oblitis  de  cjuib  ; vellcs  confiteri 
“ ft  tue  occur  rerit  memorie  ac  feptirnam  partem  pse- 
“ nitent.  Audoritate  literer.  et  poftolicar.  concelfar. 
“ relaxo,  in  nomine  patris,  See.” 

^ By  a like  deed,  John  Berners,  efq.  was  admitted 
in  1/^7  6,  who  was  fecond  fon  of  Thomas  Berners 
cfq.  fecond  fon  of  fir  John  Berners,  lord  Berners,’ 
who  married  a daughter  and  coheir  of  fir  Flenrv 
Bruin,  of  South  Okendon  in  E.fTex. 


The 
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The  title  of  Berners,  an  old  barony,  is  now  in 
obeyance.  It  was  claimed  and  allowed  by  the 
Houfe  of  Peers  to  the  late  Catherine  Knevett,  lady 
Berners,  who  many  years  refided  at  Heigham  near 

Norwich  : her  daughter  married Willbn,  efcj,- 

brother  of  John  Wilfon,  efq.  of  Stanhoe,  and  fa- 
ther to  Henry  William  Wilfon,  efq.  of  Dudlington 
in  the  hundred  of  South  Greenhoe,  formerly  an  crl- 
ficer  in  the  late  fir  Robert  Rich’s  regiment  of  dra- 
goons, and  ferved  in  the  war  of  iy44»  inlanders. 
The  Hon.  Mrs.  Wilfon  his  mother  is  Bill  living  : 
She  had  a brother  in  the  army,  captain  Knevett, 
who  would  have  fucceeded  to  the  title  had  he  out- 
lived the  lady  Berners  his  mother,  but  he  died  be- 
fore her,  the  baroirefs  living  to  a great  age. 

Walfoken  fca  bank  from  Newgate-flough  to  Em- 
netli  fea  dike,  was  three  miles  in  length.^ 

WALTON,  WEST,  that  is,  a town  by  the  wall 
or  mound  which  was  to  defend  it  from  the  tides, 
&c.  and  called  WcB  in  refpeB  to  another  Walton  in 
this  hundred,  8cc.  lying  eall  of  it. 

The  Prior  of  LnvKs’s  Manor.  On  the  dilTo- 
lution  of  the  priory  of  Lewes,  Robert  the  laft  prior, 
granted  this  lordfliip,  that  .of  ^Valfoken,  &:c.  by 
line,  paffed  in  at  St.  Michaelmas  term,  to  king  Hen. 
VIII.  in  his  sgtK  year;  and  on  the  2 2d  of  Decem- 
ber in  the  faid  year,  the  king. granted  it  to  Thorns 
Howard,  duke  of  Norfolk,  together  with  the  medi-. 
cty  of  the  church  beloriging  to  the  faid  priory,  to 
be  held'  in  capite  by  knight’s  ferwice  ; but  was  for- 
feited to  the  crown  afterwards,  on  tlie  attainder  of 
the  duke  of  Norfolk;  and  was  granted  July  1,  by 
queen  Elizabeth,  in  l(er  23d  year,  to  Philip  Hovvaid, 

carl  of  Arundel,,  Ion  vol  Thomas  the  late  oyike, 

which 
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wtiich  Philip  being  alfo  attainted,  it  came  to  the 
crotvn,  and -\vas  granted  No vem'ber  22,  in  the  6ih 
year  of  king  James  I.  to  Thomas  earl  of  Suffolk. 

And  on  December  1,  in  the  10th  of  king  James 
I.  this  lordflrip  with  that  of  Wallbken  and  Walpole,' 
iate  belonging  to  the  prior  of  Lewes,  was  conveyed 
to  John  Hare,  efq.  fon  of  John  Hare,  mercer  of  Lon- 
don, (brother  of  hr  Nicholas  Hare)  by  Dorothy  his 
wife ; which  John  Hare,  by  Margaret  his  tvife, 
daughter  of  John  Croch,  of  Cornbury  iu  Hertford- 
fiiirc,  efq.  had  Hugh  Hare,  who  was  created  lord  of 
Colraine  in  Ireland,  Augufl  3,  1625,  and  by  Lucy, 
daughter  of  Henry  eaxl  of  Manchefter,  Had  Henry 
loud  Colraine,  who  by  Conftantia,  daughter  of  fir 
Richard  Lucy,  of  Bro'xbourn  in  Hertfordihire,  barti 
had  Hugh  Hare,  efq.  who  died  before  his  father, 
and  left  by  Lydia  his  wife,  daughter  of  Matthew 
Carleton,  of  Edmunton  in  Middfefex,  efq.  Henry 
Hare  his  fon,  born  May  n,  1693,  lord  of  Colraine, 
who  married  Conhantia,  daughter  of  Mr.  Hanger, 
of  London,  merchant. 

On  the  death  of  the  late  Henry  lord  Colraine,  in 
I749,  it  came  to  the  crown,  as  an  efeheat,  his  heir 
being  a minor  and  an  alien. 

James  Townfend,  efq.  alderman  of  London,  is 
the  prelent  lord. 

Bishop  of  Ely’s  Manor.  St.  Adeldreda,  or  Sf. 
Audrey,  that  is  the  church  of  Ely,  held  in  the  time 
of  king  Edward,  and  at  the  furvey,  a lordffip. 

This  manor  is  now  held  by  fir  Martin  Folkcs,  of 
Hillington,  Bart,  on  a icale  frojii  the  crown. 
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Lovf.u/s  Manor,  8cc.  Clare  Fee.  The  family 
of  Repps  had  allb  lands  in  diis  town,  held  of  feve- 
ral  lords. 

Thomas  de  Repps  was  a commiffioner  of  few- 
ers,  to  view  ihc  fea  walls,  bridges,  and  caufewaya 
along  the  fca  coafts,  between  Wiggcnhall,  Terring- 
ton  and  Lynn,  and  to  levy  money  for  their  repairs, 
in  the  2d  year  of  Edward  III.  and  in  the  38th  of 
Henry  VL 

111  the  24th  of  Henry  VIII.  Robert,  prior  of  St. 
Pancras  of  Lewes,  and  the  convent  demifed  to  John 
Repps,  late  of  Weft  Walton,  gent,  their  manor  of 
Weft  Walton,  the  feite  of  the  manor,  houfes,  de- 
niefne  lands,  meadow,  feeding  paftures,  (except  the 
hall,  and  two  chambers  at  both  ends  of  the  hall) 
with  the  garden,  the  meadow  called  Bromftoven,  and 
the  new  hall,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  26I.  13s.  4d. 

Repps  was  to  farm  the  fame,  to  find  the  prior’s 
officers,  when  then  they  came,  oats,  hay  and  beans, 
as  long  as  they  ftaid ; the  prior  to  repair  the  fca- 
banks,°fea  dikes,  fen  dikes,  and  to  pay  the  king’s 
dues:  And  in  the  31ft  of  Henry  VIII.  the  manor 
of  Sybelis,  or  Syblys,  with  meffuages  and  tenements 
in  Weft  Walton  and  Walpole,  was  conveyed  to  him 
by  fine  from  Thomas  Holland,  gent,  which  manor 
was  late  Henry  Smith’s,  Margaret,  one  of  his  daugh- 
ters and  co-heirs,  being  married  to  this  John  Repps, 
another  daughter  and  co-heir  to  Holland. 

Ry  an  inquifition  taken  at  Norwich,  Oftober  1 , 
in  the  5th  of  Charles  I.  it  was  found  that  Henry 
Repps,  efq.  died  in  the  4*^^i  of  Charles  I.  on  the 
23d  of  March,  feiled  of  a capital  meffuage,  thjee 
hundred  and  twenty-four  acres  of  land,  of  which 
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the  meiTuage,  with  fifty-eight  acres,  was  held  of  the 
kings  manor  in  Weft  Walton,  in  foccage,  and  paid 
12s.  id.i  per  ann.  alfo  of  fixteen  acres  held  of  Col- 
ville s manor,  in  foccage,  of  fifty-four  acres  held  of 
Hunfton  s manor,  in  foccage,  and  of  one'  hundred 
and  ninety-fix  acres  held  of  the  manor  of  Weft 
Walton,  in  foccage;  and  the  manor  of  Clare,  iit 
Walpole,  held  of  the  king,  of  the  hono  ur  of  Clare, 
by  knights  fervice,  and  John  was  his  fon  and  heir, 
aged  18,  Sept.  16,  in  1629,  by  Ann,  daughter  of 
Cotterell,  efej. 

John  Repps,  efq,  died  pofTefTed  of  it  about  1750, 
leaving  three  daughters  and  to-heirs,  viz. 

I.  Frances,  married  to  the  Rev.  Mr.*James  Bald- 
win, formerly  of  Trinity  college  in  Cambridge,  rec- 
tor  of  Lyng  and  Brandon ; a clergyman  much  re- 
ipecied  by  all  who  have  t]he  pleafure  of  knowino- 
him,  ^ * 


2,  Dorothy,  married  to  George  Schutz,  efq.  fon 
of  the  late  Right  Hon.  Auguftus  Schutz,  one  of  the 
pnvy-counfellors  to  their  majefties  George  I.  and  II 
a gentleman  of  an  amiable  charafter,  like  lii’s  father’ 
and  a groom  of  the  bed-chamber  to  the  late  king. 

3.  Vertue,  married  to  Edward  Hafe,  efq.  of  Sail 
youngeft  fon  of  Mr.  John  Hafe,  of  Eaft  Derel 


This  John  Repps,  efq,  of  Mauifliall.  on  the  death 

“n-  i!  “ ‘^“3.  paid  his  fine  for  this  manor 

whjeh  extended  into  Walpole,  and  held  of  the  honor 


^ 3 Thd 
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The  late  John  Repps,  efq.  of  MattiQtall,  (by  whofc 
death  the  male  line  of  the  family  became  extind) 
married  Vertue,  daughter  of  James  Boardman,  efq, 
mayor  of  Lynn  in  1717:  Margaret,  his  youngeft 
daughter,  married  his  youngcft  daughter  and  cor 
heircfs,  married  Benjamin  Bromhead,  efq.  ofl'hure- 
by  near  Lincoln. 

The  church  of  Weft  Walton  is  dedicated  to  St. 
!Mary;  it  has  a cu;ious  free-done  tower,  handing 
fouth  of  the  church  about  twenty-two  yards,  in  which 
are  five  bells,  a nave,  a north  and  fouth  ifle,  all  co-r 
vered  with  lead,  with  a chancel,  ancj.  ponfids  of  two 
raedieties.. 

In  the  north  ide  is  a monument  to  the  memory 
of  John  Reppes,  efq.  who  died  Mrch  25.  1561,  in 
the  3d  year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  with  the  following 
infciiption ; 

Here  lyeLh  John  Reppes,  of  Wejl  Wallon  in  the  county 
of  Kcrjolk,  Efq;  who  deceffcd  the  2^th  day  of  March 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  God  m.ccccclxi.  which  had 
two  wyves,  the  ^whiche  was  Margaret,  eldefl  daughter, 
and  one  of  the  heyres  of  Henry  Sniythe,  by  whom  he  had 
yjfue  Henrye  Reppes,  that  now  and  [even  daughters ; 
and  hys  fecond  wife  was  Thomafen,  daughter  to  Thomas 
JDerham,  by  whom  he  had  Ela  and  John, 

About  this  are  feveral  fliields — ermine,  three  chc- 
vronels,  argent.  Repps,  with  a cred,  a plume  of  fea- 
thers, ermine,  iffuing  out  of  a coronet,  v\ith  a.  pair 
of  wings,  or. — Rdpps,  impalmg  Hcveningham,  cjuar-. 
teiiy,  or,  and  gules,  in  a bordure  engrailed,  lablc, 
of  eight  efcallops,  argent. — jermy,  argent,  a,  leopard 
falient,  guardaut,  gules,  with  his  cred,  a griffin  paf- 
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fant,  gules. — Jermy,  impaling  Mbuntenoy,  azure,  a 
bend  between  fix  martlets,  or. — Jermy,  impaling 
Worth,  argent,  on  a bend,  fable,  three  lions  heads 
crafed  of  the  Jfirfl;,  crowned,  or. — Repps,  impaling 
Jermy;  Repps,  impaling  Holditch,  argent,  on  a 
chevron,  or,  two  feapies  proper. — Repps  and  Smith, 
(quarterly)  or,  a bend,  azure,  between  three  trefoils 
lliped,  veri. — Repps,  impaling  Derham,  azure,  a 
buck’s  head  cabofed,  or, 

/ 

There  is  another  monument  to  the  memory  of 
Henry  Repps,  efq.  fon  of  the  above  John,  who 
married  fiiR,  Dorothy,  the  daughter  of  fir  Chrillo- 
pher  jenney,  knt.  and  fecondly,  Elizabeth,  the  daugh- 
ter of  fir  Francis  Lovell,  knt.  By  the  firfl  he  had  a 
daughter,.  Margaret,  afterwards  married  to  Francis 
Wodehoufe,  efq.  and  a fecond  daughter  who  died 
an  infant.  By  Eli;zabeth  he  had  four  fans  and  two 
daughters;  two  of  his  fons  alone  furvived  him. — • 
The  Latin  infeription  is  as  follows : 

Monumentum  viri  muUiplki  eniditione  infingis,jincer(S 
pietatis,  veraq;  culluris  egregjj,  Henrici  Reppes, 

Armigeri,  cujus  corpus  in  cincrcs  rejolutum,  anima  vera 
m Dei  manu  Jupajles  diem  rejlitulionn  omnium  placide 
fxpedlat.  Qui  dim  patria  charus  in  vivis  ageret  duas 
’j'xminas  virtute  Jpedlabiles,  et  origine  ilhijlres  uxores  dux-’ 
it,  nempe  Dorotheamjiliam^  Chrijtopheri  Jenny , Militis, 
(t  Elnabetham  Jiliam  Francijcij  Lovell,  Militis : Doro^ 
then  duas  tantum  Jilias  partu  dedit;  Margaretaw-  q-ucs 
nuptui  t)  adita  fuit  Franc jeo  ^Voodclioiuje,  Armigero  e( 
Flizabetham,  qua  natuxa  ^ebita  citijfime  folvit ; Eliza- 
beUia,  vero  m Dorothea  vicem  parens  Jotcundior  Juccedens 
hijeejex  liberis  Henricum  auxit,  Henrico,  Anna,  Johanne 
Jemore,  Thomafina,  Franeijeo,  Joanne  junior e;  ex  quibus 
Joh.Jeniore,  et  Francifeus  hujus  lucis  ujura  modo  fru^ 

B b 4 untur: 
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untur:  Joannes  diias  fibi  virgines  leBiJJimas  uxores  ad~ 
junxit,  primum  Annum,  Jiliam  Henr.  Wejton,  Mililis, 
deinde  Mariam,  jiliam  liichardi  Lambert,  Armigerj ; 
Francifeus  locatam  accepit  Janam  Jiliam  Hiimfridi  Guy- 
bon,  Annigeri,  tandem  cernmnojee  vita  nietam  periingens, 
Henric.'  corporis  hujus  tabernaciilo  terrejlri  depofito  ex- 
tquiarim  jujlis  potitus  ejl  lo,  die  OElob.  A°,  ab  Incarnaio 
Mejfiah,  1566. 

About  this  are  the  fliielcls  of  Repps  and  Smith, 
impaled,  and  the  crefl  of  Repps ; Wodehoufe,  of 
Waxham,  quarterly,  ermine  and  azure,  a leopard’s 
head,  or,  impaling  Repps. — Repps  and  Smith,  quar- 
terly, impaling  Jenney,  ermine,  a bend,  gules,  cooti- 
fed,  or.- — Repps  and  Smith,  8cc.  impaling  Wefton, 
ermine,  on  a chief  azure,  five  bezants. — rRepps,  &c. 
impaling  Lovell,  argent,  a chevron,  azure,  between 
three  fquirrels,  fejant,  gules. — ^Repps,  8cc.  impaling 

Lambert,  on  a bend  engrailed,  between  two 

lions  rampant,  three  annulets. — Repps,  &c.  impaling 
Guybon,  or,  a lion  rampant,  fable,  over  all,  on  a 
bend,  gules,  three  efcallops,  argent. 

The  church  of  Weft  Walton  confifted  of  two  mc- 
dieties,  on(?  in  the  patronage  of  the  bifhop  of  Ely, 
the  other  in  the  prior  and  convent  of  Lewes. 

James  Townfend,  efq.  alderman  of  London,  is 
patron  of  one  mediety,  and  the  other  is  in  the  crown. 
The  Rev.  Robert  Say,  of  Swaff  ham,  chaplain  to  the 
carl  of  Orford,  and  reftor  of  North  Pickenham, 
was  prefented  to  the  mediety  in  the  crown,  by  the 
Lord  Chancellor  Henley,  earl  of  Northington,  in 
1762,  and  is  the  prefent  redor. 

Th* 
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The  Rev.  Richaid  Wliifli  was  prefented  to  the 
other  inediety  by  James  Tovvnfend,  efq.  1777* 

W'alton  fea  bank,  from  Noveche  Gate  to  Newton 
Slough,  was  two  miles  and  an  half  long. 

About  a mile  w^eh  of  Walton  church  is  a ferry 
over  Wifbech  river  to  the  Ille  of  Ely  fide,  and  a 
ford  which  may  at  certain  times  of  the  tide  be  crof- 
fed  on  horfeback.  The  ferry-honfe  on  the  Ille  of 
Ely  fide,  is  half  a mile  call;  of  the  tnmpike-road 
from  Wifbech  to  Long  Sutton,  and  near  the  parifh 
of  Newton,  the  ellate  of  Richard  Colville,  efq.  and 
about  feven  miles  from  Dunton,  the  eflate  of  fir 
Clement  Traftord  in  Lincolnlhire,  crofs  the  Shire 
Drain. 

On  the  xoejl  fide  of  Wifbech  river,  and  in  the 
ille  of  Ely,  are  two  hundred  acres  of  land  belong- 
ing to  the  parifh  of  Well  Walton  and  county  of 
Norfolk ; and,  on  the  eajl  fide  of  the  fame  river, 
next  to  Walpole  falt-marfhes,  are  feventy  acres,  em- 
banked, called  Tid-maifh  Farm^  W'hich  belong  to 
the  parifli  of  Tid  St.  Giles  in  the  ille  of  Ely  and 
county  of  Cambridge,  which  may  be  leen  accurately 
delineated  in  Mr.  Armllrong’s  map  of  Norfolk. 

WIGGENHALL  St.  GERMAIN’s.  William  dc 
Scohies  had  confiderable  lordflrips  in  Iflington,  and 
in  Clenchwarton  at  the  furvey,  that  extended,  as  it 
feems,  into  this  town,  and  foon  after  came  to  Wal- 
ter Giffard,  earl  of  Buckingham,  whofe  fon  Walter, 
and  his  countefs,  gave  to  the  monks  ,of  the  church 
of  Norwich,  ferviug  God  at  Lynn,  the  church  of 
St.  Germain’s  of  Wiggenhall,  together  with  a cer- 
tain^ payment  of  5s.  per  aun.  which  their  chaplains 
received  out  of  the  fame. 
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Fitton’s  Manor.  The  antient  family  of  Fiuon 
were  very  early  enfeoffed  herein. 

The  manor  of  Fitton’s  is  now  in  the  corporation 
of  Lynn,  and  the  hundred-court  is  faid  to  have  been 
jintienily  held  at  Fitton  oak  in  this  manor. 

Part  of  the  manor  of  Fitton’s  in  this  town  came 
to  fir  William  Howard,  by  the  maniage  of  Alice, 
one  of  the  daughters  of  fir  Edmund,  and  fifler  and 
co-heir  to  fir  John  dp  Fitton,  which  fir  William  had 
confiderable  cllatcs  in  thefe  towns,  as  defeended 
from  the  antient  family  of  De  Wigcniiale,  who  took 
their  names  from  thefe  towns.  As  the  noble  family 
of  the  Howards,  dukes  of  Norfolk,  earls  of  Suffolk, 
Berkfliire,  Cariifle,  Stafford,  Effinghani,  8cc.  derive 
their  defeent  from  this  truly  great  and  eminent  per- 
fbn,  it  "vyill  be  excufable  in  us  if  we  mentiqn  fome 
things  relating  to  this  family,  w’hich,  as  far  as  we 
have  feen,  have  not  been  oblerved  by  other  au- 
thors. 

The  firft  that  we  meet  with  of  the  ancient  family 
of  de  Wigenhalc,  is  Peter,  whofc  fon,  Simon  dc 
Wigenhaie,  w'as  found  to  ow^c.  half  a mark  for  ex- 
porting corn  without  a licence,  in  the  24th  of  Henry 
JI.  1178;  and  at  the  fame  time  Robert  Paffele\y 
' owed  half  a mark,  Alured  and  Surerd  de  Lenne-, 
half  a mark  on  the  fame  account. 

J 

In  an  old  pedigree  of  the  family  of  the  How^ards, 
in  Caius  College,  Cambridge,  Fuko  or  Fulk,  ffands 
at  the  head  of  it.  Of  this  Fulco  we  find  no  ac- 
count or  voucher,  that  he  bore  the  name  of  Wi- 
gcnhalc  ; but  that  Jeffrey  was  fon  of  Fulco  appeal's 
from  certain  deeds,  alfb  that  Alan  was  fon  of  Jeff- 
rey 4 
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rcy ; that  William  was  fou  of  Alan,  appears  alfo 
lioiu  aiitient  deeds. 

In  the  Sdr  of  Richard  I.  1197,  a fine  was  levied 
Between  Peter,  • Ion  of  Richard  de  Wigenhalc,  que- 
rent, and  William,  fon  of  Alan  de  Clenchwarton, 
tenent,  of  four  carucates  of  land  in  Wiggenhall, 
Clenchwarton,  Tilney,  Lynn,  Iflington,  See,  granted 
to  Peter,  tvho  re-conveyed  them  to  Alan. 

•V 

This  confiderable  parcel  of  land  is  faid  to  belong 
to  the  fees  of  feveral  lords,  viz.  of  Simon  Fitz- 
Richard,  who  held  of  tlte  earls  of  Clare;  of  Peter 
de  Bexwell,  who  held  of  the  church  of  Ely ; of 
the  abby  of  Bury ; of  the  priory  of  Lewes ; ol  the 
carl  of  Britain’s  lee  ; of  the  call  Warren  s ; of  God- 
frey de  Lifewis,  (that  is,  the  earl  Montfort’s  fee) 
&:c.  and  William  grants  to  Peter  and  his  heirs,  the 
tenement  vv-hich  Richard  his  father  held  of  him  in 
Wiggenhall,  vvith  lands  in  Tilney  called  Potter’s 
Croft. 

It  is  very  probable  that  this  Peter,  fon  of  Richard 
de  Wigenhalc,  was  fome  near  relation  to  William, 
fon  of  Alan  de  Clenchwarton,  by  this  trufl  repofed 
in  him  in  this  fine,  ^ ' 

This  William  is  faid  to  have  affumed  the  name 
of  de  Wigenhalc  ; but  by  the  fine  above  he  rather, 
at  that  time,  feems  to  bear  th?  fame  name  with  his 
father,  viz.  de  Clenchwarton ; but  this  is  no  objec- 
tion, or  argument  againff  his  taking  up  afterwards 
the  name  of  de  Wigenhalc. 

They  who  are  converfant  in  very  antient  deeds, 
Sjc.  may  oftep  qbl'erve,  that  perfons  who  held  dif- 

. f event 
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fcrent  tenures  or  lordfliips,  often  varied  their  names 
according  to  the  names  of  the  towns  wherein  thofe 
their  lordfliips  lay,  and  their  Ions  followed  the  fame 
pra61ice,  not  always  taking  the  name  of  their  father, 
but  from  the  lordfliip  of  fome  town  wherein  they 
were  enfeoffed. 

This  therefore  makes  a great  difficufty  in  the  fet- 
tling of  antient  pedigrees,  when  thefe  praffices  and 
cufloras  were  fo  prevailing  and  common. 

Richard  Everard,  by  his  will  dated  Mav  20,. 
1569,  gave  the  manor  of  Fittons,  to  John  Everard; 
and  by  an  inquilition  taken  at  Hoxne  the  lafl:  day 
of  March  in  the  1 3th  of  Elizabeth,  on  the  death  of 
John  Everard,  the  jury  find  that  he  died  feifed  of 
it,  twelve  melfuages,  three  hundred  acres  of  land, 
one  hundred  of  meadow,  two  hundred  of  pafiure, 
ten  of  wood,  one  hundred  of  moor,  two  hundred 
of  marfli,  and  forty  fliilling  rent  in  Wiggcnhall  St. 
Germain’s,  and  Illington,  on  December  13  lafl  paft, 
without  iffue,  and  that  Henry  Everard,  of  Linltead 
in  Suffolk,  was  his  coufin  and  heir,  all  which  werq 
held  of  the  lord  Latimer  and  fir  Robert  Wfingfield, 
by  fealty,  and  die  payment  of  is.  per  ann. 

This  manor  was  lately  poffelfed  by  fir  Robert 
Brown,  bart. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Germain,  was  for- 
merly a reffory,  but  being  appropriated  to  the  office 
of  the  cellarer  in  the  church  of  Norwich,  by  John 
de  Grey,  bifliop  of  Norwich,  a vicarage  was  fettled, 
which  was  in  the  prefentation  of  the  priory  of  Nor- 
wich, and  is  now  in  the  dean  and  chapter,  and  the 
great  tithes  were  let'  to  fir  Robert  Brown,  bart. 

It 
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It  conGBs  of  a nave,  and  a foutli  iflc  covered 
vvidi  lead,  and  a noith  ifle  with  tiles,  and  a chancel. 

Some  time  pafl  the  floor  of  the  church  was  found, 
to  be  at  leafl;  eight  feet  below  the  high  water  mark  of 
the  adjoining  Oufe.  The  tower  is  four  fquare,  and 
there  are  four  belli.  1 

Here  is  a bridge  over  the  river  Oufe  into  Marfli* 
land.  Sl  German’s  is  fituated  about  four  mile*, 
from  Lynn,  on  a turnpike-road  that  is  carried  on  tc» 
Wilbech. 

The  Rev.  Thorogood  Upw'ood  Was  prefented  ta 
this  vicarage  by  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Norwich  in 
»,749- 

WIGGENHALL  ST.  MARY.  Hermerus  de  Fcr. 
rariis,  who  had,  by  the  gift  of  the  Conqueror,  lord^ 
(hips  in  Tilney  and  Illingtou,  w^as  alfo  lord  here ; 
thofe  manors  extending  here,  which  came  after  to. 
the  lords  Bardolph, 

The  ancient  family  of  Capravill,  or  Kervile,  held 
the  chief  manor  in  this  town  of  the  lords  Bardolph, 
and  had  their  feat,  or  refidencc,  here. 

Thomas  Keiwile,  efq.  was  lord  in  die  vear  1407, 
and  Mary  his  wife  was  daughter  and  "co-heir  of 
Gilbert  Haultoft,  of  the  Iflc  of  Ely,  baron  of  the 
exchequer  in  the  time  of  Henry  VI.  Humphry  was 
his  Ion  and  heir,  who  married  Alice,  or  Ann,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Fincham,  efq.  of  Fincham,  by  whom  he 
had  Humphry  his  Ion  and  heir,  who  married  Ann, 
daughter  of  Jeffrey  Cobbe,  efq.  of  Sandringham  in 
Norfolk,  and  had  three  fons  and  fe\xn  daughters. 

'.riioiuas 
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Thomas  liis  cldeR,  William  liis  feconcl,  and  Ed- 
mund the  third,  wdio  manied  Catherine,  daughter  of 
William  Saunders,  dq.  She  man  ied  to  Iter  fecond 
hufbanei  John  Spelman,  efq.  of  Naiburgh,  and  to 
her  third  Miles  Corbet,  efq. 

Alice  Kervile,  a daughter,  married  firil;  John  Be- 
dingheld,  efq.  and  aftertvards  hr  John  Sulyard,  knt. 
Elizabeth  married  Robert  Bozoun,  efq.  of  Whilfou- 

fett,  efq.  Eleanor  to Neal,  efq.  Joan  to  John 

Shouldham,  efq.  Catherine  to Gawfell,  efq. 

Margaret,  firfl  married  Nicholas  Dean,  of  Wiggen- 
halb  gent,  and  afterwards  John  Shorditch,  alias,. 
Bexwcll,  dq.  of  Bexwcll,  and  Mary  to.  . 

Thomas  Kervile,  efq<  the  elddl  fon,  married 
Alice,  daughter  of  hr  Henry  Bedingfidd,  of  Ox- 
"burgh,  by  whom  he  had  Henry  Kervile,  efq.  who 
by  Winelfed  his  wdfe,  daughter  of  hr  Anthony  Tho- 
rold,  knt.  and  rclid  of  George  Clifton,  efq.  of  Not- 
ting-hamlhire  : her  third  hufband  was  hr  Edward 

O ' , 

Gawfell,  knt.  and  hr  Henry  Kervile,  who  married 
Mary,  daughter  of  Franc.  Plovvden,  dq.  by  whom 
he  had  two  children,  who  died  in  their  infancy^ 
He  was  a bigoted  papift,  and  about  November  1620, 
was  accufed  by  ht  Chriftopher  Heydon,  knt.  that  the 
papiRs  met  at  his  houfe,  in  order  to  fubferibe  to  aid 
and  affift  the  emperor,  againll  the  king  of  Bohemia, 
when  king  James  I.  requefted  a loan  (for  the  reco- 
very of  the  Palatinate)  from  the  nobility  and  gentry 
of  England,  whereupon  he  w^as  fent  for  to  the  coun- 
cil table,  imprifoned  fonie  time,  and  his  papers  fei- 
zed,  but  w'as  afterw^ards  releafcd.  ' 

' Sir  Henry  Spelman  fays,  that  on  his  death  (1624) 
the  eflate  of  the  Kervilcs  came  into  the  family  of 

, the 
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the  Cobbes,  of  Sandringham,  but  ’tis  certain  it  did 
not  continue  long  ib. 

In  the  21ft  of  king  Charles  I.  John  Williamfon^ 
gent,  had  a praecipe  to  deliver  it  to  Gregory  Gawfell, 
efq.  who  was  eldeh;  fon  of  I’liomas  Gawlell,  efq.  of 
Watlington,  and  dying  unman'icd  in  1656,  tliis 
lo'rdfliip  came  to  Hatton  Berners,  efq.  (fon  of  Ar- 
thur Berners,  efq.  of  Finchingfield  in  Effex,  by  Eli- 
zabeth his  wife,  cldeft  filler  of  Gregory  Gawfell 
aforefaid)  who  was  high  flierilF  of  Norfolk  in  1666, 
and  on  his  death  in  1713,  it  defeended  to  Gregory 
his  eldeft  fon,  who  dying  unmarried  in  1715,  his 
/brother  VVifliara  ivas  his  heir,  who  married  and  had 
feveral  children,  and  dying  in  1727,  this  eflate  w’as- 
foon  after  fold  in  order  to  pay  his  debts,  to  fir  Ro- 
bert Brown,  bait,  who  was  his  majeily’s  relident  or 
eonful  at  Venice,  and  created  a baronet  in  the  5th 
of  king  George  II.  was  a member  of  parliament  for 
llcheher  in  Somerfetfliire,  and  in  the  year  1741 
appointed  pay  mailer  of  all  his  majelly’s  works, 
and  lord  of  this  towm.  His  anns,  gules,  a chevron,  ! 
between  three  Qeurs  de  lys,'  ordered;,  on  a wreath, 
a demy  lion  rampant,  gules,  in  his  dexter  paw  a 
fieur  de  lys,  as  before — motto,  “ Gaugeo.”  He 
died  06lober  5,  1,760,  leaving  a widow  and  two 
daughters.  '' 

At  a place  called  Wathdenf  or  Waterden,  in  this 
patifh,  lerjeant  Goddard  obferves  there  was'  to  be’ 
fecn  in  his  time  fome  remains  of  a church,  alfo  bones- 
that  appear  at  a low  ebb  upon  the  river  fide.  • - ■ 

The  old  hall,  or  manor-houfe,  w'as  a large  build- 
ing of  brick,  with  a good  tower,  or  gate-hoiife,  em- 
battled and  built  by  th^  Kerviles,  with  their  arms 

thereon, 
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thereon  ; the  gieateR  part  of  it  is  pulled  down,  and 
inhabited  by  a tenant. 

Westacre  Priory  Manor.  In  the  i^ih  of  Ed- 
ward 1.  Hubert,  prior  of  Wcllacrc,  held  lands  here. 

On  the  dilfolution  it  came  to  the  crown ; and  in 
the  3d  and  4th  of  Philip  and  Mary,  lands  belong-- 
ing  to  this  houfe,  in  the  tenure  of  John  Saunderfon, 
were  granted  to  fir  John  Penot,  on  July  2 ; but  the 
appropriated  reftory  was  granted  by  queen  Elizabeth, 
in  her  2d  year,  July  2,  to  John  Harrington  and 
George  Burden,  and  the  patronage  of  the  vicarage 
remained  in  the  crown. 

The  bifhop  of  Ely  had  a little  homage  here  of 
feveral  free  tenants,  probably  belonging  to  his  manor 
Well  Walton,  which  extended  here,  but  it  had  not 
Icte. 

The  church,  dedicated  to  St.  Mar)%  is  a very  re- 
gular pile,  having  a body,  a north  and  fouth  ille, 
and  a chancel ; the  nave,  or  body,  rs  thatched,  the 
ifles,  and  a fouth  porch,  covered  with  lead ; in  the 
fleeple,  which  is  four-fquare,  are  live  bells. 

On  a black  marble  wall-piece  this  infeription 

*\Hic  deponitur  corpus  Henrici  Kervilj,  equitls 
**  aurati,  filij  et  hteredis  Henrici  Keivdllj,  Armig.  d# 
“ Winefreda  cpnjuge  fua,_  Antonij  Thorold,  militis, 
“ hlia  procreati ; uxorem  duxit  Mariam,  Francilcj 

Plowden,  Armig.  gnatam,  e qua  prolem  binain, 

fed  in  cunabulis  extindam  fufeepit,  Gervafium 
**  Icilicet  ct  Mariam ; Ibrorera  habuet  unicam,  An- 
“ naio  Rob°.  Thorald,  Armig.  nuptam,  fine  cxitu 

“ defund  am, 
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defunflam,  26  Junij,  1624,-obIjt,  et  in  illo  anti- 
“ qui  lui  flemmatis  Kervillorum  nomen ; Quam  rc- 
“ lic[uit  conjure  vita,  eum  fequuta  efl;,  confors  mortc 
“ Marti]  6to  eodem  anno. 

I 

On  a marble  ftone  lying  neatr  the  eaft  end  of 
this  ille : 

Here  lye  the  bodies  of  Grace  and  Katherine,  daughters 
bf  Hatton  Berners,  Efq;  and  Bridget  his  luije,  the  only 
JiJler  of  Sir  Simon  Leach,  of  Dexjonfhire,  Kt.  of  the. 
Bath',  Grace  dyed  the  \^th  of  July  168a,  aged  above 
4 years,  the  other  the  \oth  of  JSfovember  .16S0,  aged  4 
moni'ns. — Alfo  the'  bodies  of  William  and  Mary,  the  font 
and  daughter  of  William  Berners.  Efq;  he  dyed  lo^th 
of  April  1718,  aged  ^ tnonths ; Jhe  the  tjl  of  April; 

■ j 7 1 9,  aged  4 months-.  , 

In  the  chancel  eafl  window  is  gules,  a fefs  be- 
tween fix  crofs  crofslets,  or,  Beauchamp ; and  on  a. 
canton,  a maunch,  gules,  the  arras  of  Tony,  and. 
antiently  fable,  a chevron,  ermine,  between  three 
erofs  crofslets  botony  fitchee,  and  the  lord  Scales. 

On  a marble 'grave-flone  in  the  chancel,  with  the 
arms  of  Berners,  quarterly,  vert  and  or,  impaling 
ermine,  on  a chief  indented  gules,  three  ducal  co- 
ronets, or,  Leach  : 

Here  lyeth  the  body  of  Hatton  Berners,  Efq';'  who 
dyed  November  23,  1713,  aged 

Another  with  the  arms  of  Berners: — In  memory  of 
Simon,  JirJi  [on  of  Hatton  Berners,  Efq ; who  dyed 
aged  and  Bridget  his  wife. 


Cc 


Alfo 
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Alfo  one  for Bridget,  wife  of  Hatton  Berners, 

only  ffler  to  Sir  Simon  Leach,  of  Devonjhire,  kmght  of 
the  Bath,  Jhe  dyed  January  15,  1705. 

One In  memory  of  William  Berners,  Efq;  who 

dyed  June  g,  1727,  aged  — years,  arid  of  Janekis 
wife,  who  dyed  April  10,  1725,  aged  41;  with  the 
arms  of  Berners,  impaling  three  lions  palTant,  two 
and  one. 

Another  with  the  arms  of  Berners,  for — Gregory 
Berners,  Efq\  who  dyed  Eebrnary  14,  1715,  aged  ^,4 
years. 

Oh  the  diffolution  It  came  to  the  crown,  and 
queen  Elizabeth,  in  her  ad  year,  July  2,  granted 
this  rc£lory  to  j ohn  Harrington  and  George  Burden, 

In  1755,  the  Rev.  John  Daville  was  prefented 
by  the  king,  and  is  the  prefent  vicar,  1779. 

/ 

Sadlebow  Is  an  hamlet  near  the  river  belonging 
UD  the  pariQi  of  St.  Mary  Wiggenhall. 

Robert  Apreecc,  Efq.  on  July  7,  1662,  fold  his 
inanor  here  to  Mr.  Daniel  Rawlinfon,  citizen  of 
London,  who  by  his  lafl  will  in  1667,  left  it  to  his 
cldeft  fon,  ,fir  Thomas  Rawlinfon,  afterwards,  lord 
mayor  of  London,  by  whom  it  was  fettled  in  join- 
ture on  Mary  his  wife,  daughter  of  Richard  Taylor,, 
cfq.'of  Chifwick  in  Middlefcx,  1680;  and  on  her 
death,  in  1724,  it  came  toiler  eldeft  fon  Thomas ; 
and  on  his  death,  to  his  brother  Richard  RawUnfon, 
L.  L.D.  of  London,  who  fold  it  in  November  1735. 
to  fir  Robert  Brown,  bart,  a fee  farm  rent  gS.  five 
pounds  per  ann.  free  from  all  charges,  See.  beii^  r^ 
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fcrved  out  of  it,  and  granted  to  the  do£lor  and  his 
heirs  for  ever. 

WIGGENHAIX  ST.  MARY  MAGDALEN. 
The  principal  lordfhip  in  this  town  was  in  the  fami- 
ly of  Caprevill,  Cherville  or  Kervilc. 

We  have  fccn  a memorandum  wrote  by  Guybon 
Goddard,  efq.  ferjeant  at  law,  and  recorder  of  Lynn, 
who  w^s  a curious  colleftor  of  antiquities,  and  died 
in  1671,  wherein  he  obferves  in  his  time,  in  dig- 
ging to  fet  down  a new  fluice  a little  below  Magda- 
len-fall,  which  is  about  half  a mile  from  Magdalen- 
bridge,  on  Marfhland  fide,  there  was  found,  about 
•fixteen  feet  within  foyl,  a grave-flone,  of  about  eight 
feet  long,  and  a cart-wheel  near  to  it ; the  grave- 
flone  is  now  in  Magdalen  church  yard.  . Mr.  Emer- 
fon,  front  whom,  lays  he,  I had  this  relation,  was 
the  man  that  employed  the  workmen.  Many  oak* 
and  firs  are  daily  taken  up,  and  they  lie  about  two 
or  three  feet  deep  under  the  foyl. 

I 

All  the  land  in  this’  parifli  is  faid  to  be  freehold, 
and  certain  freehold  rents  are  paid  to  the  lord  Fitz- 
Williams„  lord  of  Kenwick  in  Tilncy,  and  to  lir 
Richard  Brown,  who  is  lord  of  Wiggehhall  St.  Ma- 
ry’s. Williarn  de  Lifewife,  who  was  founder  of  the 
prioiy  of  Crabhoufe  in  this  town,  had  a lordfliip 
here  in  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  and  in  Iflington  and 
Clenchwarton ; by  a daughter  and  co-heir  of  his 
grandfon,  it  came  by  marriage  to  the  Ingaldef- 
thorpes,  and  fir  -Edmund  de  Ingaldefthorpe  died 
foiled  of  lordfhips  in  the  aforefaid  towns,  1456, 
leaving  Ifabel  his  only  daughter  and  heir,  married 
to  John  Nevill,  marquis  Montacute,  whofe  cflatc 
being  afterwards  divided  amongft  his  five  daughters 

C c 2 and 
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and  co-heirs ; this  came  by  Lucy,  one  of  the  faid 
daughters  and  co-heirs,  to  the  family  of  Fitz-Willi- 
?ims,  by  her  marriage  with  fir  Thomas  Fitz-Williarns, 
of  Aldwark  in  Yorkftiire,  in  the  reign  of  king  Hen- 
ry VII.  ‘ 

I 

The  church  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen  of  Wiggen- 
hall,  is  a regular  good  building,  confifting  of  a 
nave,  a north  and  fouth  ille,  with  its  porch,  and  a 
chancel,^  all  covered  with  lead ; at  the  weft  end 
ftands  a four-fquare  tower  of  flone. 

In  this  monaflery  the  reflory  remained,  with  the 
patronage  of  the  vicarage,  till  the  diffolution  of  it, 
when  in  the  agth  of  Henry  VIII.  Thomas  the  prior, 
conveyed  them  by  fine  to  that,  king,  and  on  the  2 ad 
of  Deceniber  in  the  faid  year,  the  king  granted 
them  to  Thomas  duke  of  Norfolk;  and  the  faid 
duke,  on  the  firfl  of  November  in  the  firfl  year  of 
queen  Elizabeth,  granted  by  deed  to  Thomas  Welles 
of  this  town,  the  reflory  and  the  advowfon  of  the 
vicarage',  and  Welles  prefented  in  1565,  Sep. 

By  an  inquifition  taken  at  Norwich,  Januaty^iq, 
in  the  2 2d  of  James  I.  it  was  found  that  Thomas 
Pxborough,  efq.  died  December  8,  in  the  21ft  of 
that  king^  pofTeffed  of  this  redoiy'-,  fixty-fix  acres  of 
land,  the  advowfon  of  the  vicarage,  three  meffuages, 
one  cottage,  fifteen  acres  of  paflure,  and  thirty  of 
marfli,  in  this  parifh  and  St.  Germain’s,  late  parcel 
of  the  priory  of  CafUeacre,  held  in  capile  by  knight’s 
iemce. 

Thomas  was  his  fon  and  heir,  by  Thomafine  his 
wife,  who  held  the  fame,  and  had  by  Audrey  his 
wife,  Hewar  Oxborough,  his  fon  and  heir,  and 

Gawrened 
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Lawrence  liis  fecond  fon ; Hewar  dying  in  1628,  it 
came  to  his  brother  Lawrence,  then  aged  18. 

Mr.  Batefon  died  pofTelTed  of  the  reSiory  and  'ad-r 
vowfon  of  the  vicarage,  and  his  daughter  and  heir, 
Sufannah,  being  married  to  Mr.  Garfqrth,  vicar, 
polTeffcd  them  in  her  right. 

In  1756,  the  Rev.  Roger  Wilfon  was' prefentcd 
by  Sufan  Garforth,  widow. 

Crabhouse  Nunnery.  In  this  parifli  of  Wig- 
genhall  St.  Mavy  Magdalen,  on  the  bank  of  the  ri- 
ver Oufe,  foLith  of  the  town,  was  this  houfe,  (dedi- 
cated to  St.  John  the  Evangeljft)  of  nuns  qf  the  or- 
der of  St.  Augufline. 

. It  was  founded  by  Roger,  the  prior,  and  ,con^'crlt 
of  Rainham,  about  11  Si,  with  the  confent  of  Wil- 
ham  de  Lifewife,  who  was  lord  of  the  (cite,  -and  the 
founder  of  the  little  priory  called  NormanflDergh  . in 
South  Rainham. 

This  William  lived  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  II, 
and  held  lordfliips  in  Gately,  Rainham,  See.  under 
the  Mohtforts,  which  family  defeended  from  Hugh 
de  Alontefoiti,  who  was  lord  alfo  of  Iflington,  Clencti- 
warton.  See.  (towns  a.djoining  to  this)  of  the  gift  of 
the  Conqueror,  and  Lifewife  held  under  him. 

On  the  28th  of  June,  queen  Mary  in  her  ifl: 
year  granted  to  fir  John  Gage,  knt.  of  Sulfe:?,  the 
kite  of  this  priory,  gardens,  orchard,  and  demean 
lands  appertaining  to  it,  with  the  moiety  of  the 
tithe  ol  a field  called  Peter  s Field,  and  a moietv  of 
the  rectory  of  St.  Peter’s  Wiggenhall,  with  airthe 

melfuages, 
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tnefTuages,  lands,  See.  belonging  to  it  in  Wiggcnhall, 
Tilney,  Iflington,  Setchy,  Weft  Winch,  Clenchwar-» 
ton,  Lynn,  Wirabottifliam,  Thorpe,  Elme,  Einneth^ 
See.  to  be  held  by  knight’s  fcrvice. 

Sir  John  by  his  will,  dated  February  20,  15.55, 
and  proved  June  10  following,  gives  to  the  vicar  of 
St.  Mary  Magdalen,  Wiggcnhall,  the  tithe  of  a field 
here,  called  part  of  the  demeans  of  Crabhoufe ; 
the  vicar  and  his  fucceffors  praying  for  him  by 
, name,  in  the  pavifh  church  every  Sunday  at  high 
mafs,  for  e\'erraore, 

Sir  Edward  Gage,  his  fon,  died  feifed  of  it  in 
1568;  and  after  him  John  Gage,  efq.  poftelfed  it* 
but  in  the  1 2th  of  Elizabeth,  Thomas  Guilford  had 
licence  to  alienate  the  manor  of  Crabhoufe,  with 
the  appurtenances,  to  d’homas  Low  ; and  in  the 
aift  of  that  queen,  William  Chapman  and  Robert 
Wythen,  had  a pardon  for  purchafing  it  of  Low 
without  licence,  and  in  that  ypar  d'homas  Hanmcr 
had  licence  to  alienate  it,  with  the  moiety  of  St.  Pe- 
ter’s Wiggenhall  reftory,  to  Roger  Powell. 

After  this  it  was  pofleffed  by  Mr.  John  Wright, 
Sir  H.  Spelman  fays  his  fon  conlumed  his  eftate, 
and  fold  it  to  Mr.  \Villiam  Guybon,  of  Watiington, 
who  held  it  about  1^40, 


Of  this  family  was  Mrs.  Guybon,  who  married 
captain  Paraplin,  of  Wallington,  by  Mildenhall, 
who  furviving  him,  and  dying  w'ithout  ilTue,  gave 
it  by  will  to  Mrs."  Howlet,  her  companion,  wEo 
lived  with  her,  and  flie  left  it  to  her  nephew,  whofe 
daugliter,  or  niece,  brought  it  by  marriage  to  Mr, 
ThuroM,  the  late  owner. 

W1GGENH.\U, 
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WIGGENHALL  ST'.  PETER.  As  the  towns 
of  Wiggenhall  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  and  St.  Mary’s, 
with  their  churches,  hand  on  the  tveh  fide  of  the 
great  river  Oufe,  in  Marfliland,  fo  the  towns  of  St. 
Peter’s  and  St.  Germain’s  Wiggenhall,  with  then* 
churches, hand  on  the  call  fide  of  the  faid  river,  next 
that  part  of  the  hundred  that  is  called  Frccbridgc^ 
citra  Lynn. 

SnotJLijHAM  Priory  Manor.  In  the  reign  of 
king  John,  Jeffrey fitzpiers,  earl  of  Effex,  who 
held  large  poffeffions  of  the  honour  of  Clare,  gave, 
Qu  his  foundation  of  Shouldham  priory,  all  his  lands 
here,  with  a moiety  of  the  advowfon  of  this  church, 
which  was  appropriated  to  it,  and  William  de  Wy-* 
genhalc,  who  held  confidcrable  lands  of  the  faid  ho- 
nour, aliened  to  the  aforefaid  prioiy  fix  acres  in 
Wiggenhall,  and  many  acres  in  feveral  other  tow'ns. 

Sir  Robert  Brown,  hart,  late  lord,  his  manor  of 
St.  Mary’s  Wiggenhall  extended  here,  and  now  is  ia 
lys  lady. 

The  church  of  St.  Pefter’s  lias  a nave,  or  body, 
covered  wdth  tiles,  a fouth  ifle  covered  with  lead,  a 
thanccl  with  reed,  and  a fquare  tower  with  one  bell. 

It  confifled  anciently  of  two  re£lories,  or  medic- 
tics ; one  in  the  carl  of  Clare’s  fee  was  very  early 
appropriated  to  Shouldham  priory,  and  a vicarage 
endowed,  of  which  die  prior  was  patron  j but  the 
bifhop  of  Norwich  for  the  moft  part  prefented.  This 
Qn  the  dillblution  came  to  the  crown,  and  the  vicar 
is  prefented  by  the  lord  chancellor,  valued  in  the 
king  s books  at  9k  ttnd  is  difeharged  from  die  pay-- 
iftcn.t  of  firfl  fruits.  See. 

The 
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The  other  rncdiety  in  Momford’s  fee  was  appro- 
priated to  Crabhoule  priory,  and  no  vicarage  was 
letticd,  and  called  the  meclicty  of  Robert  the  redlor, 
in  the  2d  year  of  Richard  II.)  but  the  patronage  ap- 
pears to  be  in  that  houfc  in  1310. 

The  prefcht  impropriator  is  Mr.  Edwards. 

The  Rev.  Thofogood  Upwood  was  prefchted  toi 
•the  vicarage  of  Wiggenhall  St.  Peter  by  the  crown, 
in  1771. 

The  towns  of  WiggenhaLi.  in  Marshland.  Sir 
AY;  Dugdale,  in  his  Hiftory  of  Imbanking,  is  of  opi- 
nion that  the  Romans  were  the  perfons  who  origi- 
nally gained  from  the  fea  this  part  of  Norfolk,  called 
Marfliland,  where  the  Saxons  were  alfo  invited  to 
fettle,  from-  the  extraordinary  fertility  of  the  foil  • 
and  that  they  did  fo  is  evident,  fays  he,  from  the  au- 
thentic furvey  taken  by  the  Norman  Concjueror, 
tvhich  flieweth  that  the  towns  now  in  being  there, 
were  alfo  extant  in  the  days  of  king  Edward  the  Con- 
felfor.  . 

That  this  is  a juft  obfervation  is  not  to  be  denied, 
to  which  ivt  may  add,  that  thofe  towns  have  alfo 
Saxon  names,  and  the  lords  of  many  of  thofe  towns 
are  accounted  for  wdth  their  fees  and  tenures,  in  the 
faid  furvey,  as  they  w^etc  held  both  in  the  reign  of 
king  Edward  the  Confeffor,  and  in  that  of  the  Con- 
queror; but  the  account  of  the  Wiggenhalls,  which 
make  four  diltinft  townfliips  and  parilhes,  is  trot  fo ' 
particular  as  feverai  of  the  other  townfliips. 

I 

Wigrehale  is  undoubtedly  a Saxon  name,  and 
feems  to  fet  forth  and  fgnify  that  at  this  place  was 

a great 
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a force  or  prefs  of  water,  both  from  the  fea 

and  river  Oufc,  expreffed  by  the  word  Wigre,  Hy- 
gre  or  Eager,  (as  it  is  generally  called  at  this  day) 
which  denotes  a raging  fwell  or  roll  of  water,  en- 
creafed  by  die  oppofition  of  any  bank  or  fence  againft 
it,  and  Hale,  which  does  not  fignify  a hall,  or  man- 
fion-houfe,  (as  many  antiquaries  interpret  it)  Hale  is 
the  fame  as  Ale,  that  is,  All-water:  thus,  Alefliam, 
Alcsford,  Halefworth,*  kc.  or  it  may  be  derived 
from  Wick  or  Wicken,  and  Halewick,  kc.  being  a 
turn  of  water  or  a river. 

And  it  appears  from  an  ancient  pleading,  that 
before  the  year  1181,  (27th  of  Henry  II.)  that  there 
was  neither  any  habitation,  or  ground  that  yielded 
profit  within  that  part 'of  Wiggenhall,  (St.  Mary 
Magdalen)  from  a place  called  Buflard  s Dole,  to 
the  fouth  fide  of  the  faid  town,  except  the  monaftery 
of  Crabhoufe,  all  being  then  wafte,  and  in  the  na- 
ture of  a defolate  fen. 

But  afterwards  divers  inhabitants  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood came,  and  by  draining  and  banking,  gain- 
ed as  much  by  their  induftry  as  they  could,  and  that 
they  might  the  more  fecurely  enjoy  the  fame,  were 
content  to  be  tenants  for  it  under  fuch  great  men  (or 
lords)  of  whom  they  held  their  other  lands ; and 
upon  this  agreement  and  occafion,  by  a common 
confent  was  made  the  old  Podike,  firfi  raifed  about 

J222. 

In  the  2d  of  Henry  III.  1217,  it  appears  that 
this  good  work  of  draining  had  been  fuccefsful ; for 
Hugh  de  Burgo,  carl  of  Kent,  and  lord  chief  juftice 
of  England,  and  Euftachius,  bifliop  of  Ely,  had  then 

D d a grant 

X , 

* Ail  thefe  towns  lie  near  fome  river,  &d— *Parkin. 
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a grant,  or  writ  of  fcifen,  of  all  the  inarfh  between 
Wiggcnhall  and  Well,  Hackbeach,  Tilney,  and 
Eenington ; no  doubt  on  lome  afluranccs  of  their 
^ bettei  inibanking  and  fecuring  it,  and  that  what  they 
had  performed,  might  very  probably  induce  the 
neighbouring  loixls,  tenants,  and  others,  to  proceed 
lurther. 
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HUNDRED  of  GALLOVvE 


)>^I^'i^^)^^Vf(.?^:'):( ENRY  I.  gave  tliis  hundred  with 
'M  )i(  Brothercrofs  to  earl  Warren  and 


iV  § 


■•"  I 


§ H ? 


Surrey,  holding  of  the  caflle  of 
§ •J'3  Norwich  on  payment  of  two  marks 
:f;>  per  ann.  In  the  general  furvey 

V'v/i^’vrx'-i’i’V^  made  by  William  I.  feveral  lord- 
,>-r, > {}^jpg  j^QYv  in  Brodicrcrofs  were 
comprehended  in  Callow,  and,  vije  verja,  others 
were  Bated  in  Brothercrofs  which  are  now  in  the 
hundred  of  Callow, 

They  were  afterwards,  by  Edward  II.  conveyed 
to  Henry  duke  of  Lan caller,  whofe  daughter  Blanch, 
married  John  of  Caunt,  and  fo  became  a part  of  the 
dutchy  of  Lancallcr,  now  belonging  to  the  crown. 

The 
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V The  hundred  court,  it  is  fuppofcd,  was  antiently 
heM  in  fome  fields  near  Duiiton,  then  known  by 
the  name  the  hundred  now  bears,  Galehcw  or  Gale- 
.flow,  fignifying  a hill  near  water.  In  the  3d  and 
1 oth  of  Elizabeth,  the  hundred  court  was  held  at  a 
place  called  Longfield-hone.  . , ^ 

This  hundred  comprehends  a tra£l  of  rich  coun- 
try, extending  fifteen  miles  in  length  from  eall  to 
weft,  and  about  eight  from  north  to  fouth : In  it 
there  are  twenty-nine  pariflies,  eighteen  of  which 
belong  to  the  deanry  of  Burnham  and  eleven  to 
Toftrees ; the  former  in  the  archdeaconry  of  Nor- 
folk, and  the  latter  in  that  of  Norwich. 

- There  are  feveral  fine  feats,  particularly  Hough- 
ton and  Rainham,  which  will  be  fully  deferibed  in 
this  hundred,  and  the  whole  of  the  lands  have  un- 
dergone a fyftem  of  improvement  equal  to  any  other, 

part  in  the  county. ^The  features  of  the  country 

are  bold  and  ftrjking,  and  afford  many  profpedls 
not  lefs  cxtenfive  than  pifturefque.  The  only  mar- 
ket town  in  this  hundred  is  Eakenham. 

The  number  of  votes  in  the  hundred  of  Gal- 
low,  that  were  polled  at  the  great  contefled  elec- 
tion for  the  county  of  Norfolk,  at  Norwich,  May  23, 
1768,  between  fir  Armine  Wodehoufe,  bart.  of 
Kimberley,  Thomas  de  Grey,  efq.  of  Merton,  fir 
Edward  Aftley,  bart.  'of  Melton-Gonftable,  and 
Wenman  Coke,  efq,  of  Holkham,  were  as  follows : 


1 

W. 

G. 

A. 

C. 

Bagthorpe  . 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Banner, 

0 

1 

1 

0 

Eaftiam,  N.  and  W. 

3 

4 

5 

4 

Dunton  with  Doughton 

0 

0 

2 

2 

Eakenham 

7 

A • 

8 

10  9 

Fulmondefton 

3 
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I ' 


\V. 

G. 

A. 

C. 

Fulmondefton  with  Croxto.n 

1 

1 

2 

. 2 

Helhoughton 

0 

1 

1 

O 

Flempton 

1 

1 

2 

2 

] lough  ton 

2 

o 

6 

O 

Kettleftone 

1 ■ 

.5 

5 

1 

Norton  Pudding 

o 

O ' 

1 

1 

Penfdiorpe 

i 

1 

0 

o 

Rainham,  E.  S.  and  W. 

1 2 

1 2 

1 

1 

Rudham,  E.  and  W. 

10 

10 

0 

o 

Ryburgh,  Great  and  Little 

8 

S 

o 

o 

Sculthorpe 

o 

o 

3 

" 3 

Sherford 

1 

1 

o 

0 

Snoring,  Little 

1 

* 

6 

5 

Stibbard 

Tatterford  * - ' - 

2 

1 

4 

1 

5 

o 

5 

0 

Tatterfct  alias  Gatefend 

2 

2 

1 

o' 

Loftrecs 

3 

3 

0 

o 
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Seats,  and  principal  houfes  in  CALLOW  hundred.  ' 


Bagthorpe,  lion.  Charles  Vane. 

Bafliam  Weft,  John  Balders,  efq. 

Fulmondefton,  John  Brown,  efq. 

Houghton  hall,  Earl  of  ORFORD,  lord  lieutenant 
of  the  county  of  Norfolk. 

Raynham  hall,  lord  vifcount  TOWNSHEND,  maf- 
ter  general  of  the  ordnance. 

Sculthorpe,  Cranmore,  Daniel  Jones,  efq. 

BAGTHORPE,  placed  under  Brothercrofs  hun- 
dred, a lordftiip  of  the  carl  Warren  in  Doomfdav- 


Castleacrb. 

V 
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CastleAcre  Ertory  Manor.  The  family  of  de 
-Frevil.was  very  early  enfeoffed  of  this  manor,  by 
the  earl  Wairen.  It  was  afterwards  in  the  family 
of  de  Bagthorpe. 


Mr.  Stringer  was  lord  and  patron  in  i 740. 

Mr.  Robert  Barber  is  the  prefent  lord  of  this  ma- 
nor, and  patron ; who  prefented  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ed- 
ward Waller  to  this  redory  in  1/71. 


In  this  town  the  honorable  Charles  Vane,  uncle 
to  the  prefent  earl  of  Darlington,  has  built  an  hand- 
fome  feat,  called  MOUNT  IDA.  The  gardens. ' 
hot  walls  and  pineries  here  are  much  admired. 


The  church  Is  a re6lory,  dedicated  to  St.  Mar\', 
and  is  a very  little,  mean  edifice,  without  any  mo- 
nument, 8cc. 


BARMER,  called  Benemare  In  Doomfday-hook, 
when  it  W3^.the  lordfliip  of  William  eail  Wairen. 


CoxEORD  Priory  Manor.  The  temporalities  of 
the  priory,  in  1428,  were  valued  at  4I.  13s.  4d-  at 
the  diffblution,  king  Henry  VlIE  on  May  9,  m his 
20th  year,  granted  it  to  Thomas  Howard,  duke  ot 
Norfolk,  with  the  advowfon,  all  its  liberties,  courts 
lete,  and  view  of  frank  pledge,  foldcourfe,  for 
one  thoufand  years;  and  the  duke  of  Norfolk 
granted  it  to  Robert  Bozoun,  cfq.  of  Stody  do.  9, 
Elizabeth,  a pepper  corn  per  ann.  if  demanded 
Bozoun  conveyed  it  to  Roger  Eownffiend,  cfq.  Jan.  b. 
in  the  12th  of  Elizabeth,  with  lands  m Berwick,  m 
exchange  for  lands  in  Whiffonfet,  m winch  family 
it  remains,  the  right  honorable  George  lord  vifcount 
Townfliend  being  lord. 


Castleacre- 
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Castleacre  Priory  Manor.  At  the  diffohition 
it  was  granted,  May  9>  ha  the  29th 'of  Hetiry  VIII. 
to  Thomas,  duke  of  Norfolk,  and  I lionias  duke  of 
Norfolk  granted  it  in  the  9th  of  Elizabeth  to  Robert 
Bozoun,  efq.  who  conveyed  it  to  Roger  Townfliend, 
efq.  From  the  family  of  Townfliend  it  came  to 
fir  John  Chaplin,  bait,  and  from  him  to  Mr. 
Edward  Glover,  1757,  and  his  widow,  fifter  of 
Charles  Turner,  efq.  late  coliecfor  of  Lynn,  is  now 
in  poffeffion:  Mr.  Glover  left  an  only  daughter, 
tlic  prefent  JMifs  Glover,  wdio  is  heirefs  to  the  eflate. 

The  church  of  Banner  is  a little  pile,  Bands  on 
a hill,  and  is  covered  with  tiles  ; the  chancel  and 
the  north  ifle  are  in  ruins  ; it  is  dedicated  to  All 
baints,  and  has  a round  tower  or  fteeple. 

There  ^ave  been  no  inhitutions  to  this  church 
lince  the  year  1404,  according  to  Patkin,  and  it  is 
at  prefent  held  as  a curacy  in  the  patronage  of. 
the  earl  of  Orford.  In  the  cliocefe  regilter,  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Charles  Bagge  is  infcrted  as  incumbent,  1760. 

0 

BASHAM,  EAST.  There  are  three  towms  of 
the  name  of  Bafliam,  or  Baifham,  that  is,  a ham  by 
a bar,  that  is  on,  or  by  the  hills : In  Doomfday- 
book  they  are  not  diftinguifhed  by  the  appellation 
of  Eafl,  North,  and  W eh,  but  included  under  the 
general  name  of  Barfliara. 

In  the  fame  village,  (Bafham)  as  we  are  informed 
from  Doomfday-book,  Reiner  held  of  the  earl  War- 
ren, a lordfliip  which  belonged  to  Toke,  in  king 
Edward’s  reign. 

Woolterton’s  Manor.  Reiner,  who  held  this 
lordfhip  under  the  carl  Wanen  at  the  furvey,  was 

probably, 
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probably,  Reiner  de  Grancourt,  who  gave  to  the 
priory  of  CafUeacre,  the  patronage  of  this  church, 
Tvhen  Herbert  was  bifirop  of  Norwich ; his  defeen- 
dants  either  took  the  name  of  De  Barfliam,  or  a 
family  of  that  name  held  it  foon  after. 

Maurice  de  Barfliara,  in  lire  31ft  of  Henr)'^  II, 
was  fined  40I.  becaule  he  gave  his  daughter  in  mar- 
riage to  William  de  Bellgmonte,  and  William  was 
alfo  fined  23I.  6s.  2d.  becaufe  he  married  againll 
the  agreement  that  he  had  made  to  marry  the  daugh- 
ter of  Ralph  de  Gedding.  This  Maurice  began  his 
journey  or  pilgrimage  to  St.  James  of  Compollella 
in  Spain,  on  the  feafl  of  St.  Dunftan,  and  gave  to 
the  priory  of  CafUeacre  for  the  profperity  of  his 
journey,  all  his  com  in  his  granges  of  Eafl  Bafliam, 
and  Weft  Bafliam,  fixty-four  flieep  in  his  foldcourfe 
of  Eaft,  and  fixteen  in  that  of  Weft  Bafliam,  wdth 
all  his  tenements  which  he  held  of  them,  if  he 
fliould  not  return  again. 

After  this  it  was  pofleffed  by  Roger  de  Woolter- 
ton,  w'ho,  with  Alice  his  wife,  conveyed  by  fine,  in 
the  ^4th  of  Edward  I.  to  John  de  Albiniaco,  and 
Joan  his  wife,  a mpffuage,  mill,  and  lands  here. 
Roger  fealed  with,  quarterly,  or  and  azure,  a bend, 
gules. 

Thomas  Gournay,  efep  and  John  Hunt,  fon  of 
William  Hunt,  of  Eaft  Bafliam,  confirmed  to  John 
Wode,  of  Brifton,  efq.  and  his  heirs.  See.  the  ma- 
nor of  Eaft  Bafliam,  formerly  Roger  de  Woolterton  s, 
and  John  de  Bryfton,  of  Bryfton,  efq.  releafed  to 
John  Wode  aforefaid,  all  his  right  in  this  manor, 
Aprils,  in  the  18th  of  Henry  VI.  and  Catherine, 
widow  of  William  Hunt,  releafed  to  him  all  her 
right. 


This 
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This  John  Wode  farmed  the  hundred  of  Gsllow 
and  Brotherton,  of  Elizabeth,  queen  confort  of  king 
Edward  IV.  in  die  yth  of  that  king. 

After  many  poffefTors  this  eflate  came  to  the  fa-» 
mily  of hhc  Fermors,  September  14,  in  the  nth  of 
Henrv  VIII.  < , 

In  the  24th  of  the  faid  king,  Sir  Henry  Fermor, 
knt.  was  high  flieriff  of  Norfolk. 

Thomas  Fermor,  Efq.  was  killed  ih  Riling  chace* 
by  the  Norfolk  rebels,  in  the  2d  of  Edw.  VI. — -and 
Nicholas  Fermor,  efq.  brother  of  this  Thomas,,  was 
attainted  for  treafonable  pra6lices  in  coining,  in  the 
jgth  of  Elizabeth. 

Thomas  Fermor,  efq.  walled  in  a great  degree  his 
ellate,  and  fold  many  Ibrdfhips. 

William  Fermor,  efep  fon  and  heir  of  Thomas, 
lield  his  lirll  court  in  the  1 7th  of  James  L on  March 
25,  and  married  Anne,  daughter  of  Robert  Brooke, 
alderman  of  London,  and  filler  of  Sir  Robert  Brooke, 
of  Blythborough,  in  Suffolk,  by  whom  he  had 
a daughter  and  heirefs,  Mary,  who  by  marriage, 
brought  the  manors  above-mentioned  to  James  CaL 
thorpe,  efq,  about  the  3d  of  king  Charles  I.  by  the 
marriage  articles  dated  then,  January  17,  it  was  en- 
tailed on  the  faid  James  and  Mary,  and  their  heirs, 
and  for  default,  on  the  heirs  of  James  Calthorpe^ 

By  the  faid  Mary,  he  had  ilTue,  who  died  before 
her ; his  fecond  wife  was  Catherine,  daughter  of 
Sir  Edward  Lewkner,  of  Denham,  in  Suffolk,  by 
whom  he  had  fir  Chriflopher  Calthorpe,  knt.  of  the 
Bath,  lord  of  this  town,  who  by  Dorodiy  his  wife, 

B daughter 
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daughter  of  hr  William  Spring,  of  Pakenham  in 
SuflbJk,  knt.  father  of  Chrillopher  Calthorpe,  efq, 
who  died  in  1713,  (before  his/ father,  who  died  in 
171 8,  Feb.  7)  leaving  by  Ann-Maria,  daughter  of 
William  dc  Grey,  efq.  of  Merton,  Chriflopher  Cal- 
thorpe, who  died  in  November  1720,  aged  13  years. 

*■ 

On  the  death  of  this  youth,  his  two  aunts,  Eli- 
rabeth  and  Ann,  daughters  of  fir  Chrillopher  Cal- 
thorpe, inherited  the  eflate ; Ann,  being  the  wife 
of  fir  Thomas  Le  Strange,  had  a moiety  of  it  in 
her  right,  and  Elizabeth,  who  was  fmgle,  at  her 
death  gave  her  part  to  the  faid  fir  Thomas,  on  whofc 
death  it  came  to  fir  Henry  Le  Strange,  bart.  of  Hun- 
flanton.  » 


The  Calthorpes  of  this  town  are  defeended  from 
fir  William  Calthorpe,  of  Bumham-Thorpe,  8cc.  by 
Elizabeth  his  fecond  wife,  daughter  and  coheir  of 
fir  Miles  Stapleton,  of  Ingham  in  Norfolk. 


Sir  William  Fermor  built  on  this  manor  of  Wool- 
terton  a ver^^  large  and  llately  manor-houfe,  or  hall, 
of  brick,  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  now  very 
much  decayed  and  ruinous.  Some  years  pall  weie 
found  thefe  remains  of  antiquity  : over  the  great 

gate-houfe,  leading  into  the  court-yard,  on  the  out- 
fide,  ai-c  the  kings  anhs  of  France  and  England, 
quarterly,  fupported  by  a lion  and  a griffin ; on 
the  right  fide  of  it  the  arms  of  Fermor;  argent,  on 
a faille  fable,  between  H 1‘ons  heads  erafed,  gules, 
a martlet  of  the  firll  between  four  bezants,  on  a 
chief  azure,  an  anchor  between  two  pallets,  or,  im- 
paling argent,  three  pallets,  gules,  and 

» left,  P’errnor  impaling,  argent,  a lion  rampant,  fable, 
Stapleton.  ■ 


• The  arms  of  king  Henry  VIII. 
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Below  thcfe  are  two  wild  men,  or  giants,  in  two 
nitches,  one  on  each  fide  of  the  gate,  as  janitors, 
armed  with  clubs.  Over  the  door  of  the  porch, 
leading  into  the  hall,  are  the  arms  of  France  and 
England,  with  a grilhn  and  a greyhound  fupporters, 
king  Henry  VII. ’s  arms, ' and  Fermor,  impaling. 

In  the  bow  window  of  the  hall,  this  motto  on  fe- 
veral  fcrolls,  Atidaces  Fortuna  Juvat. — Howard,  duke 
of  Norfolk,  quartering  Brotherton,  earl  Warren,  and 
Mowbray,  in  a garter. — Percy,  earl  of  Northum- 
berland, with  his  quarterings.  — Lucy  Poynings, 
Fitzpayne,  Bryan,  &c.  in  a garter. — Knevet  quar- 
tering Cromwell,  Tattelhale,  Clifton,  Ballet,  &c. 
Alfo,  argent,  on  aj^ale,  fable,  a conger’s  head,  or 
Lucies,  or  Gafcoine ; and  here  is  this  date  in  the 
window,  1538,  in  which  year  it  is  probable  the 
houfe  was  built.  Alfo  barry  of  fix,  argent  and 
gules. 

In  the  great  parlour  window : Fermor  impaling, 

argent,  a faltire  between  four  ftaples,  fable.  Wood.— 
The  arms  of  the  old  lords  of  this  manor;  Fermor 
Impaling  Stapleton,  Berney  impaling  Fermor. — ^Yel- 
verton. — Fermor  i-mpaling  Knevet  (alfo  Fermor  im- 
paling Fromond,  p.  chevr.  3 de  lys  counterchanged) 
with  his  quarterings  on  the  chimney-piece ; alfo 
impaling  Cootc,  8cc.  and  this  motto,  Fortior  ^ qui 
fe,  qiiam  qui  fortijfima  vmcit.  On  a piece  of  oak,  in 
the  center  of  the  deling,  are  the  Quinque  vulnera 
carved,  and  round  it,  The  pajfton  of  God' help  me. 

In  a room  called  the  nurfery,  and  above  flairs, 
are  fevcral  antique  heads  of  men  and  women,  in  an- 
tique drejTcs,  on  the  wainfeot ; under  the  heads  of 
one  man  and  woman,  the  arms  of  Fermor  and 
Wood;  under  others,  Fermor  and  Knevet,  Yelverton 
and  Icrmor,  and  Berney  and  Fermor, 
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Lady  Le  Strange,  of  GreHenhall  near  Eaft-Dere- 
ham,  relifl^  of  fir  Henry  Strange^  of  liunftantoil, 
now  poffeifes  this  eftate. 

^ 1 ^ 

Rockford’s  Manor.  Sir  Jaer  de  Rocliford,  of 
Stifkey,  conveyed,  by  fine,  to  Ralph  de  Rochford 
his  fon,  and  Maud  his  wife,  this  lordQiip,  in  the 
28th  of  Edw.  HI. 

In  the  2 2d  of  Henry  VII.  George  Kirkham  held 
a court  here  on  Friday  after  the  feaft  of  St.  George, 
who  had  the  cuflody  of  the  lands,  &c.  of  Thomas 
Welby,  lord,  and  under  age. 

Nicholas  Myhne,  efq.  and  Catherine  his  wife, 
granted  this  manor  by  fine,  in  the  4th  of  Elizabeth, 
to  William  Mynne,  gent,  quit  of  the  heirs  of  Ca- 
therine ; and  On  May  26,  in  the  15th  of  Elizabeth, 
Nicholas  Mynne,  of  Walfingham  Parva,  rcleafed  Jt 
to  Thomas  Fermor,  efq.  of  Eall-BaQiam ; lo  it  was 
joined  to  Wooltertoii  s manor. 

St  Martin’s,  or  East-HalL  Manor.  In  the 
14th  of  Edward  III.  it  was  polfeffed  by  fir  John  de 
Bardolf,  of  Maple-Durham,  held  by  him  of  the  lord 
Bardolf,  and  he  of  the  honor  of  Caflleacre. 

This  manor  becarafc  united  with  Wooltertons  in 
the  23th  of  Edw.  III. 

Befides  the  lordfliips  above-mentioned,  part  of  this 
town  of  Eaft-BaOiam  was  a beruite,  at  the  lurvey, 
to  the  Conqueror’s  manor  ol  lakenham,  n nc  '"p.s 
held  by  Harold,  king  of  England,  who  was  flam  in 

battle. 


Bernignham’s 
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Bermngham’s  Manor,  or  Knolle’s  and  Wald- 
grave’s.  Jplni  de  Berningham,  in  the  31ft  qf  Ed- 
ward I.  was  lord  of  this  fcje. 

Sir  Richard  Waldgrave,  by  deed,  dated  at  Bures 
in  Suffolk,  on  January  ill,  in  the  i ith  of  Rich.  II. 
fold  and  confirmed  it  to  Auguffine  Keeling,  &c, 

\ 

In  the  25th  of  Elenry  VI.  March  3,  John  Hunt, 
qf  Swaffham  in  Norfolk,  fells  to  John  Wode  the 
manor  of  Berpingharn  for  fifty  marks ; and  on  the 
loth  of  the  laid  month,  Robert  Mompynfon,  of 
Wifbich,  and  Catherine  his  wife,  late  wife  of  Wil- 
liam Hunt,  of  Eafl-Bafliam,  enfeoffed  Jol;n  Wode, 
of  Honingham,  and  Margery  big  wife,  ^c.  in  four 
meffuages,  foijv  tphs,  ^c.  called  Bemingham’s,'  in 
this  town,  and  Snoring,  with  the  reverfon  of  other 
meffuages,  held  by  John  Lynge  for  life ; and,  at  the 
fjiij  time,  appointed  Thomas  Gurney,  efq.  their  at- 
torney, to  deliver  feifin  to  John  Wode  and  Margery, 
and  to  Robert,  fon  of  the  laid  Jolip  and  Margery; 
and  on  die  10th  of  May,  in  the  fame  year,  John 
Hunt,  of  Swaffliam-Markct,  fon  and  heir  of  Wil- 
lifirn  Hunt,  rcleafed  to  John  Wode  the  faid  pre- 
' milfcs. 

“ . '4 

Pn  the  28th  of  June,  in  the  30th  of  the  faid  king, 
fir  Thomas  Kerdeflon,  8cq,  enfeoffed  John  Wode’, 
&c.  of  the  manor  of  ^Vald grave  ; and  on  the  6th  of 
March,  in  the  33d  of  that  king,  John  Latlium, 
mafler  or  cuflos  of  the  hofpital  of  the  Holy  Trinity 
of  Pont^fraa-,  called  Knplle’s  Alms-houfe,  in  York- 
fhire,  re/c.afed  to  John  Wode  all  his  right  in  the 
manor  of  Berningham’g  ; and  thus  Berningham’ 

and  Waldgrave  s manor  were  united  to  that  of  Wool- 
terton. 
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Child’s  Manor.  This  feems  to  have  been  a part 
of  Waldgrave’s  manor,  and  was  confirmed  to  ThO'- 
mas  Child  in  the  14th  of  Richard  II. 

William  Leyre  confirmed  to  Humfrey,  duke  of 
Gloucefter,  and  Alianora  his  wife,  and  William  Per- 
kins, efq,  this  lordfliip,  061ober  6,  in  the  nth  of 
Henry  VI.  and  the  faid  William  by  his  deed,  dated 
O^loTer  20,  in  the  faid  year,  releafed  all  his  nght 
herein  to  the  faid  duke  ; and  fealed  with,  or,  a fefs 
dauncette,  between  eight  billets  ermin. 

William  Wake,  of  Holkham,  confinned  to  Ri- 
chard Wake  his  brother,  and  Catherine  his  wife,  all 
his  tenement  which  he  had  of  the,  gift  of  fir  John* 
Daubenys,  with  the  lands,  See.  in  the  13^^^ 

Avard  II. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  All  Saints,  and  the 
Rev.  Mr.  William  Pretheroe  was  prefented  to  this 
vicarao’e  in  1 74^»  Thomas  Le  Strange  of  Hun- 

flanton,  and  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Calthorpe. 

On  the  north  fide  of  the  church,  at  the  weft  end, 
is  the  fteeple,  with  one  bell,  dedicated  to  St.  Tho- 
mas ; the  cfiurch  is  covered  with  lead.  Here  were 
formerly  feveral  bells,  which  being  taken  out  of  the 
church,  and  put  on  fliip  board,  were  loft  (as  is  faid) 
on  Hunftanton  fands. 

Againft  the  north  w^all  is  a fmall  mural  monument, 
/72  mmory  0/  Simon  Lombe,  A,  M.  for  4 3>'c«r5  Go(Ts  ^ 
faithful  minifltr  of  this  parifi,  who  died  May  ^th,\bZ^  ; 
and  of  Margaret  his  wife,  daughter  of  Mr. 'TJwmas 
Seggefwick,  merchant  of  Korwteh,  both  interred  in  the 
middle  alley  of  this  church.  Erebled  by  C.  C.  M.  B. 

On 
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Dn  the  pavement  of  the  chancel  are  feveral  black 
gj'gye-ffones. — Horhfti  n SlTut,  Jcconii  dfMi^htcK  ^ 
of  Robert  Strut,  of  Hadley  in  Suffolk,  and  Grace  his 
xoije,  daughter  of  Chriflopher  Calthorpe,  of  Cockthorpe, 
efq.  died  May  ir^th,  1714,  Ao,  JEiat.  81.  with  the 
arms  of  Strut,  fable,  a chevron  between  three  crofs 
crofslets,  fitchee;  or. — fames  Calthorpe,  fq.  third  [on 
of  James  Calthorpe,  efq.  and  Catherine  his  wfe,  died 
January  ig,  aged  73,  Ao,  Dm.  1717,  with  the  arms 
of  Calthorpe. — Charles  Calthorpe,  Gent,  youngcjl  fon 
pf  James  Calthorpe,  efq.  and  Catherine  his  xoife,  died 
jYovemher  8,  1677,  aged  27,  with  Calthorpe's  arms. 
Catherine,  fecond  daughter  of  Sir  Edward  Lewkner,  of 
Denham  in  Suffolk,  Knt.  fecond  loife,  and  relicl  of 
James  Calthorpe,  of  Eaft-Barfiam,  Efq;  loho  ranaiiied-. 
a widow  2^  years,  and  died  ffov ember  17,  1677,  aged 
61,  witli  the  arms  of  Calthorpe,  impaling  Lewkner, 
azure,  three  chevronells,  argent. — Alfo  one.  In  me- 
mory of  James  Calthorpe,  Ejq;  late  of  Eafl-Barfham, 
here  interred,  who  died  April  ig,  1652,  aged  48,  with 
the  arms  of  Calthorpe  impaling  Fermor,  and  Cal- 
ihorpe  impaling  Lewkner, 

Againfl  the  fouth  wall  of  the  prefent  chancel, 
which  is  taken  out  of  .the  nave  of  the  church,  is  a 
very  fumptuous  monument  of  alabafter,  black  mar- 
ble, 8cc,  with  tlie  effigies  of  a woman  in  her  wind-  / 
ing  ffieet,  as  raifiiig  herfelf  with  her  left  hand  out  of 
her  coffin,  her  right  hand  and  eyes  elevated  In  apoflure 
of  adoration,  and  on  the  coffin.  Come  Lord  jefu  quickly. 
Over  her  are  two  arches,  fupported  by  pillars  of  the 
Dorick  order ; in  one  of  them  is  an  angel  offering  her 
a crown  of  glory,  and  in  the  other  an  angel  offering 
. her  a crown  qf  laurel;  and,  above  thefe,  an  angel 
as  founding  the  lah  trumpet.  On  the  cornifli  of  the 
monument  are  two  effigies,  one  reprefeming  Wifdom 
or  Knowledge,  with  the  fun,  the  other  with  a Dove, 
reprefenting  Innocency.  On  the  bafis  of  the  monu- 
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ment,  tlie  arms  of  Cakhorpe,  and,  James  Callhorpe, 
Efq;  dftdicates  this  monument  to  the  pious  memory  of  Mary 
his  wife,  'be.  daughter  and  Jole  heir  of  William  Fer~ 
mour,  Ejq;  and  of  Ann  his  wife,  daughter  of  Robert 
Brook,  late  alderman  of  London,  by  whom  he  had  ijfue 
two  fons,  who  died , 1640. 

, Died.  Aged. 

Andrew  Eermour  - - ^February  i,  1627 
William  Fermour  - - ) JVovem.  24,  1 635  ( 

Eermour  Calthorpe,  feniorf  March  2,  1635  (^5  years. 

Fermour  Calthorpe,  junior^ December  1, 1637  18  days. 

This  church  in  fome  writings  is  called  the  Holy 
Trinity  of  Eaft-BaQiam. 

Thomas  Wright,  vicar,  S.  T.  B.  Sir  Chrillopher 
Calthorpe,  lord  and  patron,  by  his  will  in  1718 
, gives  to  him  during  his  life  and  continuance  to  per- 
form divine  fervice  here,  and  after  his  death,  or  re- 
move, to  the  vicar  of  Eaft-Bafliam,  and  his  fuccef- 
fors  for  ever,  that  houl'e,  outhoufes,  yards,  and  orr 
chards,  in  Eaft-Bafliam,  in  which  the  faid  Mr.  Wright 
now  lives,  together  with  the  feed  of  the  church-yard, 
and  vicarage  tithes  of  all  my  lands  in  Well-Ba- 
Iham,  he  and  they  anfwering  to  the  vicar  of  Wefl- 
Bafliam  5s.  per  ann.  being,  by  ancient  determinar 
tion  in  chancery,  defired  to  be  by  cuftom  the  dues 
to  him  only  for  the  lame. 

BASHAM,  NORTH.  Hugo  had  of  the  Earl  ^ 
Warren  a caracute  of  land,  held  by  a freeman  in 
king  Edward’s  reign,  for  a manor  in  this  village. 

/ 

Wauncy’s  Manor,  or  South.^ll.  Hugh,  who 
was  lord  of  Weft-Balliam,  was  anceltor  of  the  fa- 
mily of  de  Wauci,  and  held  this  lordfhip  at  the  fur- 
vey  under  the  Earl  Warren. 
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The  family  of  Suthale,  or  Southwell,  had  fome 
inlcrefl  herein  under  the  Wauci.  In  the  rci.^n  of 
Edw.  III.  it  came  to  Edmund  Gurney,  by  the  mar- 
riage of  Catherine,  daughter  of  fir  William  Wauci, 
and  remained  in  tliat  family. 

Branch’s  Manor.  This  wa!s  the  principal  ma- 
nor, and  held  by  a family  that  gave  name  to  it,  un- 
der'the  Wauci’s  ; Ralph  Branch  was  lord,  as  appears 
from  the  regifier  of  Waifinghara,  and  Richard  was 
his  foil,  but  Ja7ii  date. 

In  the  26th  of  Henry  III.  a fine  was  levied  be- 
tween William  Braunche  and  Joan  his  wife,  impedi- 
^nts,  Thomas  Trivet  and  Alianore  his  wife,  que- 
rents. “ 

* 

This  Thomas  is  faid  to  have  been  a knight,  one 
of  the  king’s  jufiices,  and  father  of  Nicholas  Tri- 
vet, the  hiftorian,  who  wrote  the  reigns  of  fevcral 
kings,  of  England.  In  the  57th  of  Henry  III.  he 
was  a judge  of  Norwich,  and  in  the  7th  of  Edw.  I. 
a commilfioner  to  enquire  after  the  authors  of  the 
quarrel  between  the  monks  and  citizens  of  Norwich, 
which  begun  in  king  Henry’s  time;  but  Rill  it  ap.- 
pears  that  the  family  of  Branch  had  an  intereR  in 
this  manor. 

By  an  inquifition  taken  at  Norwich,  April  1,  in 
the  16th  of  James  I.  Philip  Rulfell,  efq.  v/as  found 
to  die  pollclfed  of  this  manor. 

This  family  is  derived  from  Thomas  Ruffell,  of 
Littleport  in  the  Ifle  of  Ely,  w'hofe  fon  William  had 
Henry  Rulfell,  ol  WeR  Rudhara  in  Norfolk,  Gent, 
who  by  Margaret  his  wife,  daughter  and  heir  of 
John  Bachelor,  of  WeR  Rudham,  and  Ifabcl  his 

• wifi;, 
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wife,  daughter  and  heir  of  Thomas  Ferrers,  of  the 
faid  town,  left  Henry,  his  fon  and  heir,  who  by 

Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Waiiis,  had  William 

Rufl'ell,  of  Weft  Rudham,  Gent,  and  by  Agnes  his 
wife,  daughter  of  Thomas  Walpole,  of  Houghton, . 
efq.  he  had  Thomas  Rulfell,  his  fon  and  heir,  Wil- 
liam and  Edmund,  which  Edmund  died  September 
13,  1.589,  and  by  Catherine  his  wife,  daughter  of 
Nicholas  Bowry,  of  Stone  in  Hertfordfliire,  was  fa- 
ther of  Thomas,  his  fon  and  heir,  who  died  with- 
out iffue,  and  of  Philip  Ruffel,  efq;  abovemeniio;i- 
ed,  who  died  in  1617,  and  was  buried  (as  his  elder 
brother  Thomas  was)  in  the  church  of  North  Ba- 
fham,  leaving  by  Catherine  his  wife,  daughter  of 
John  WalpoD,  of  Houghton,  efq.  Thomas  afore- 
said, who  died  without  iffue. 

William  Rootley,  efq.  who  was  high  ftieriff  of 
Norfolk  in  1722,  and  his  fon,  fold  it  to  the  honor- 
able Ploracc  Walpole,  efq.  and  his  fon,  the  prefcm 
lord  Walpole  of  Woolterton,  now  poffeffes  it. 

Churches  Manor.  Godfrey  de  Levingdale,  of 
Eaft-Bafham,  by  deed  Jans  date,  gave  thefe  lands  to 
Maud  Atte  Church. 

Caley’s  Manor.  William  Caley  had  this  manor 
' in  Edward  IV's  time.  Thomas  Sefouie,  by  his  will 
in  the  4th  of  Elizabeth,  appears  to  be  poffeffed  of 
it.  Richard  Percy  foon  after  held  it,  and  lo  was 
united  to  Blanch’s  manor.  * 

Mr.  John  Borage,  of  North-Bafliam,  gave  by  ivill, 
dated  Oftober  27,  1636,  to  the  mafter,  fcllow^s,  and 
fcholars  of  CliV‘e-Hall  in  Cambridge,  where  he  was 
fome  time  a fcholar,  a rent  charge  of  33I.  per  ann. 
-out  of  his  meffuages,  lands  and  tenements,  in  North 
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andWeft-Bafliam,  towards  the  maintenance  of  a fel- 
low to  be  held  only  until  the  non-regency,  or  hve 
years  after  the  faid  fellow’s  commencing  mafter.  ol 
Lts;  capable  of  being  ele_aed  when  he  lha  be  fo- 
philler  of  two  years  Handing  in  the  faid  hall to  be 
chole  out  of  the  founder’s  nam  and  kindred 
hall  or  in  any  other  college  in  Cambridge,  as  lhall 
be  found  capable  thereof,  and  for  want  thereof,  any 
Norfolk  or  Norwich  man  maybe  ele£led. ^ 

The  church  is  a reflory,  dedicated  to  All  Saints, 
and  was  in  the  patronage  of  the  Braunch  s,  lords  in- 
the  reign  of  Edward  I. 

The  prefent  reftor  of  North-Bafliam  is  the  Rev. 
Mr.  John  Dowfing,  prefented  in  1 762  by  lord ’Wal- 
pole of  ’Woolterton. 

Jofeph  Lawfon  died  refior  in  i643-  There  is  a 
ver^''  remarkable  entry  in  the  pariflr  regifter,  under 
Mr.  Lawfon’s  own  hand,  as  follows  : 

Deo  Gr alias, 

Quod  Nos  S alias. 

Bonis  Rujlicorum, 

Conlra  Volunlalem  Eorurn. 

Againft  the  north  wall  of  this  church  is  a mural 
monument,  with  a fhield — Quarterly,  argent,  a lion 
'rampant,  in  a bordure,  gules,  in  the  ift^and  4th 
Ruffell,  in  the  2d  and  3d  or,  a chevron,  gules,  and 
a chief  vairy,  or,  and  azure,  and  impaling  Walpole. 
In  memory  of  Phil.  Rujfell,  Efq;  who  married  Calhe- 
rine,  daughter  of  John  Walpole,  of  Houghton,  Efq;  and 
dyed  December  26,  1617,. 

arc  carved  on  the  wainfeot  in  the  manor-houfe. 


On 
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On  the  pavement  of  the  chancel, , a grave-flone  . 
in  memory  of  JoJeph  Thomfon,  redor,  who  died  m 
1723. 

BASHAM,  WEST.  Elugo  de  Wauci  held  this 
ma:nor  of  the  Earl  Warren,  and  it  remained  with 
his  defcendents  till  the  47th  of  Edw.  Ill,  when  it 
came  to  Edmund  Gurney  by  marriage. 

This  eftate  was  long  in  the  family  of  the  Gur- 
neys. Edmund  died  feifed  of  it  in  the  year  1641, 
and  his  fon  Henry  fold  it  to  the  family  of  Calthorpe, 
From  the  Cakhorpes  it  came  to  Dr.  Charles  Morley, 
M.  D.  who  was  lord  in  1720,  and  his  fon,  the  late 
Charles  Morley,  efq.  of  Bafham,  left  it  to  his  ne- 
phew, John  Baldcrs,  efq.  the  prefent  lord. 

w 

This  family  of  de  Gourney  was  of  great  antiqui- 
ty, and  lords  of  Harpley.  Matthew  de  Gpurney 
lived  in  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  and  married  Rofe, 
daughter  and  heir  of  Reginald  de  Burnham,  Wil- 
liam' de  Gourney  was  his  Ion  and  heir,  and  had  fir 
John  de  Gourney,  who  was  in  arms  againft  king 
' Henry  III.  and  one  of  the  lame  name  was  lord  in 
the  beginning,  and  27th  c>l  Edw.  I.  and  John  de 
Gourney.  was  reihor,  patron,  and  lord  alfo,  of  Harp- 
ley,  in  the  3ifl  of  the  faid  king  5 and  in  the  gth  of 
Etlw.  II.  fettled  on  John  de  Gourney,  his  nephcu', 
(fon  of  Catherine)  and  jane  his  wife,  the  manor  of 
Harpley,  remainder  to  William  and  Edinund,  bro- 
thers of  John.  This  Edmund  was  he,  who  by  the 
marriage  of  Catherine,  daughter  of  fir  William,  and 
filler  and  heir  of  fir  Edmund  de  Wauci,  brought. 

this  lordflrip  of  Wefl-Bafliam  into  the  Gurney  family. 

* 

The  arms  of  Gurney  were  argent,  a crofs  ingvaiI-„ 
ed,  gules,  and  impaled  the  arms  of  Wauci,  gules, 

three 
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tlirce  dexter  hands  ereft,  argent ; alfo  Calthorpe, 
Hevdon,  Lovell,  Holdick,  Blennerhaffet  and  Lewk-^ 
nor;  allb  they  impaled Jernegan,  and  fable,  a che- 
^Ton  between  'three  leopards  heads,  &c.  proba- 

bly Wentworth. 

Wilkin’s  Manor.  Ralph,  or  Robert,  fon^  of 
Robert  Wilkin,  and  his  tenants,  held  in  the  reign 
of  Henry  III.  one  knight  s fee  of  the  earl  W^arreil, 
in  this  town. 

Thomas  Fermor  polfelfed  it,  with  meffuages  and 
lands  in  Weft  and  Fall  Bafliam,  with  the  advowfon 
of  the  church  of  this  towm,  in  the  i 2th  of  Eliza- 
beth ; and  on  the  i6th  of  April,  1603,  John  Kemp, 
of  Antingham  St.  Mary  in  Norfolk,  efq.  releafed  to 
Thomas  Fermor,  efq.  and  William  Fermor,  efq.  all 
his  right  in  it.  William  Fermor,  efq.  fon  of  Tho- 
mas, was  lord  of  ip  in  1627  ; and  a pardon  of  ali- 
enation of  it  was  granted,  17th  of  November,  8th 
of  king  Charles  I.  to  Henry  Calthorpe,  efq.  and 
V’alentine  Pell,  efq.  for  taking  it  from  William  Fer- 
mor, by  fine,  levied  in  Hillary  term,  in  the  3d  of 
Charles  I. 

SirL'Eftrange  Calthorpe,  knt.  and  ferjeant  at  law, 
was  lord  in  1675,  fon  of  Philip  Calthorpe,  of  Gref- 
fenhall,  efq.  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  who  by  Ann 
his  wife,  daughter  of  Arthur  Turner,  of  Parndon- 
. Magna  in  Effex,  ferjeant  at  law,  had  James  Cal- 
thorpe, efq.  drowned  at  fea  in  i6gi,  and  left  by  Eli- 
zabeth his  wife,  daughter  of  James  Cooper,  arid  lifter 
of  fir  William  Cooper  of  London,  Elizabeth,  daugh- 
ter and  heir,  married  to  Charles  Morley,  M.  D. 
whole  Ion  Cha.  Morley,  elq.  married  the  daughter  of 
Richard  Dafhwood,  efq.  of  Cockley-Cley  near  S waff- 
ham,  and  dying  without  iffue,  left  it  to  his  nephew, 
John  Balders,  efq.  the  prefent  lord. 


so 
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Castleacre  Priory  Manor.  The  patronage  of 
this  church  is  in  John  Balders,  efq.  who  on  the  de- 
ceafe  of  the  Rev.  Morgan  Powell,  formerly  of  Ca- 
therine-Hall,  Cambridge,  an  ingenious  and  deferv- 
ing  man,  prefented  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wm.  Eiflier,  vicar 
of  South  Creak,  to  this  vicarage  in  1774. 

In  the  chancel,  a grave- flone  with  abrafsplate: 
Caducum  hoc  ceternat  Marmor  Edwardus  Gourney,  Jilius 
ct  heres  Tho.  Gourney  Armig.  et  Marthas  JiliaS  Edvi. 
Lavkenor  de  Denham,  in  Com.  Su^.  Militis,  obiit  Aug. 
1641. 

On  e black  marble  flone : Here  lyeth  the  body  of 
Sr.  L' Ejlrange  Calthorp,  Kt.  [erjea7U  at  laiu  to  king 
Charles  U.  Departed  this  life  April  5,  1678. 

BROOMSTHORPE,  or  Brunflhorpe,  fo  called 
as  Icated  by  a burn,  or  bourn.  This  village  was 
given  (as  we  take  it)  to  the  abbey  of  Ely,  by  Ethel- 
wold,  bifhop  of  Winchefter,  in  the  reign  of  the 
Saxon  king  Edgar.  At  the  furvey  it  was  in  the  te- 
nure, and  accounted  for  as  the  lands  of  St.  Audrey, 
or  Adcldrede,  the  foundrefs  of  that  monaftery. 

This  eflate  was  long  in  the  family  of  the  Cock- 
cis.  In  the  year  1.570,  Thomas  Cocket,  efq.  bought 
it  of  Thomas,  nephew  to  fir  William  hermop. 

Abigail,  daughter  and  heir  of  Froxiraere  Cocket*, 
efq.  brought  this  lordfliip  by  marriage  to  John  Wal-* 
])oie,  efq.  fecond  fon  of  Calybut  Walpole,  efq.  of 
Houghton,  who  dying  December  8,  1654,  was  bu- 
ried at  T'atterict,  and  left  three  daughters  and  co- 
heirs ; Elizabeth,  who  married  to  Edward  Pepys, 
efcj.  had  one  daughter,  who  died  in  1665,  and  her 
hufband  in  1663  ; and  the  laid  Elizabeth  dying  Sep- 
tember 
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tember  i6,  1668,  was  buried  by  licr  hufband  and 
daughter  in  the  church  of  Tatterfet.  By  her  will, 
fhe  cave  her  right  in  this  lordfhip  to  her  two  fillers, 
Bridget  and  Sufan.  John  Hare,  efq.  purchafing 
Bridget’s  right  in  i66g,  became  foie  lord,  and  left 
it  to  his  fon,  John  Hare,  efq.  Richmond  herald, 
who,  in  i6g8,  fold  it  to  Philip  Bedingfield,- efq. 
who  married  his  fifter  Elizabeth.  Philip  was  fon  of 
Edmund  Bedingfield,  reftor  of  Bifliops-Cleeve  in 
Gloucefterfliire,  fon  of  Robert,  and  brother  to  fir 
Thomas  Bedingfield,  of  Darfiiam  in  Suffolk  ; and 
on  December  24,  1615,  it  was  fold  by  the  aforefaid 
Philip  to  colonel  Horace  Walpole,  a younger  fon  of 
fir  Edward  Walpole,  knight  of  the  Bath,  for  2200I. 
and  an  annuity  of  60I.  clear,  for  life. 

Here  is  only  the  manor-houfe  remaining,  which 
the  colonel  died  feized  of,  Oftober  17,  1717,  and  the 
earl  of  Orford  is  now  lord.  Colonel  Horace  Wal- 
pole built  foihe  additional  rooms  in  front,  but  they 
have  been  pulled  down  lately,  having  been  long  out 
of  ufe,  and  it  is  now  a farm-houfe. 

Here  is  no  church,  and  it  appears  to  have  been 
deflroyed  before  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth. 

DUNTON  with  DOUGHTON,  or  Doketon.— 
Dunton,  fo  called  as  feated  on  a hill,  was  a beruite 
to  the  king’s  manor  of  Fakenham  at  the  furvey,  be- 
longing to  Harold  in  the  Confefibr’s  time,  and  when 
he  was  king  of  England.  In  this  account  Doketon, 
or  Dorion,  is  included  as  an  hamlet,  or  part  of  the 
manor  of  Dunton,  and  fo  not  mentioned  in  the  fur- 
vey, or  Doomfday-book. 

King  Henry  II.  is  faid  to  have  given  this  town, 
with  Doughton  and  Kettlellon,  to  Ralph  dc  Hauvile, 
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to  be  held  by  petit  ferjeavty,  die  keeping  of  the 
king’s  hawks  or  falcons ; and  in  another  record  it  is 
faid,  by  keeping  of  two  ger-falcons  for  the  king. 
1'his  Ralph  was  a knight,  and  had  a fon  fir  Ralph, 
who  wrote  hirafelf  fometimes  De  Hauvile,  and  fome- 
times  De  Dunton,  according  to  the  praftice  and  cuf- 
tom-of  that  age^ 

• 

In  the  3d  of  king  John,  fir  Ralph  had  loh  per 
ann:  towards  keeping  the  king’s  hawks ; and  in  the 
sd  of  Henry  III.  Henry  de  Hauvile  was  lord,  fon 
of  fir  Ralph;  in  which  year  Ralph  de  Jernemuc 
(Yarmouth)  conveyed  to  him  by  fine  all  his  right  in 
the  laftage  of  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  and  Lincoln ; and 
in  the  following  year,  Gilbert  and  Ralph  de  Hauvilq 
had  a mandate  to  bring  the  king’s  ger-falcons  in 
their  cuftody  fafe  to  court,  figned  by  Hubert  de 
Bin  go  the  chief  juflice. 

Hugh  de  Dunton  impleaded,  in  the  34^^ 
king,  Henry  de  Hauvile  lor  taking  his  fwans  from 
his  pool  in  Doughton,  and  carrying  them  to  Dun- 
ton ; and  it  was  adjudged  that  he  fliould  make  fatif- 
fa£lion,  and  permit  Hugh  to  have  the  fifliery  in  the 
W'ater  of  Doughton,  from  Hugo’s  mill  to  the  mill 
of  Henry. 

In  the  30th  of  Edward  III.  fir  James  Hauvile  was 
with  the  king  in  Galcoixie,  and  had  letters  of  pro- 
teflion,  and  about  this  time  is  faid  to  have  fold  this 
lordfhip  to  fir  Robert  ’lyflour. 

Thomas  Fermor,  of  Eall-Bafliam,  efq.  was  In 
pollellion  of  this  manor  in  the  time  of  queen  Eliza- 
beth, and  on  September  8,  135S,  foi<i  Edward 
Coke,  attorney-general  to  the  t]ueen,  afterwards  lord 
chief  juflice,  from  whom  it  deiccnded  to  the  late 
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lord  Lciccfter ; fmce  whbfc  deceafe  the  whole  eftate, 
containing  upwards  of  feventeen  hundred  acres,  moft 
of  it  rich  and  fertile  land,  has  been  lett  upon  an  ar- 
ticle for  twenty-one  years,  at  the  rent  of  6 -ol,  12s. 
8d.  per  ann.  It  is  fuppofed  to  be  wcfrth  a rent  of 
1200I.  or  thereabouts.  The  article  is  at  prefenC 
conteflcd,  and  the  validity  of  it  doubtful. 

In  the  chancel  a marble  grave-flone,  In  memory  of 
Maithew  Lancajler,  of  Dunion,  Gent,  eldrf  Jon  and 
heir  of  Matthew  Lancajler,  dfeended  from  John  Lan- 
cajler, the  firjl  of  that  race  in  England,  and  jirjlfoimd- 
er  of  Lancajler,  from  whom  ijfued  fifty,  or  more,  Knights, 
Efqrs.  and  Gentlemen  of  (hiality,  fome  dignified  by  their 
honorable  marriages  ' into  noble  families,  the  reft,  or  mojl 
of  them,  in  their- federal  marriages,  eqnallning,  if  not 

exceeding  their  own  rank  and  pedigree,  died  , 

1658. 

It  is  a little  extraordinary  we  fliould  know  no 
more  of  this  illuflrious  Lancaffer.  than  what  is  recited 
in  the  above  pompous  irifcription ; efpecially  as  he 
lived  in  times  of  public  commotion  and  public  dan- 
ger, during  the  commonwealth  of  England,  and  died 
only  two  years  before  the  reftoration  of  Charles  II. 

The  church  of  Dunton  is  a rc61ory,  but  in  the 
nature  of  a donative,  the  prefent  reftor,  the  Rev. 
Chi*iflopher  Selby,  reflor  of  Rougham,  prefented  by 
lord  Lovell  (aftervvards  .earl  of  Leicefler)  in  1736, 
receiving  only  a certain  flipend,  and  that  very  Imall. 
W as  this  modus,  if  we  may  call  it  fo,  aboliflied,  as 
tliefe  modi  or  modujjcs  have  been  lately  Routed  and 
let  afide  by  the  houfe  of  peers,  the  law  lords,  parti- 
cularly lord  Camden  and  lord  Mansfield,  being 
llrong  againfl  them  and  their  validity,  this  reftory 
of  Dunton  w'ould  become  one  of  the  moft  confider- 
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able  and  valuable  livings  In  die  county  of  Norfolk. 
’Tis  wonderful,  indeed,  the  clergy  of  Norfolk  fit 
down  fo  tamely  by  thefe.  arbitrary  encroachments 
upon  the  church : this  is  certainly  the  age  to  exert 
themfelves  in,  and  to  recover  their  long  lofl  rights  : 
there  is  no  fenfe  in  the  forbearance  of  receiving 
half-arcrown  for  what  is  worth  five  pounds,  cfpeci- 
ally  when  the  laity  are  fo  ready  to  harrafs  them  with 
aflions  of  non-refidence,  formed  upon  an  old  obfo- 
lete  aft  of  Henry  VIII.  which  neither  judge  norjurr 
underftand.  For  can  any  thing  be  more  abfurd  oV 
ridiculous  than  to  profecutc  a clergyman  for  not 
refiding  on  a living  where  he  has  no  houfe  to 
refide  in?  or  any  thing  more  oppreffive,  tyranni- 
cal, and  favage,  than  to  compel  a clergyman  by 
threats  of  profccution  to  build  a houfe  where  one 
was  wanting,  who  has  alwa)-s  attended  the  duties  of 
his  parilh,  Sunday  and  weekly,  from  a difiancc  of 
no  more  than  four  miles  in  the  neighbourhood,  and 
this  peihaps  in  the  decline  of  life?  Yet  we  -know 
that  fuch  things  have  happened  in  the  memory  of 
us  all.  We  have  been  told  that  a new  parfonage- 
houfe  has  been  lately  ereftcd  at  Lyng,  near  Lenwadc 
bridge,  by  the  prefent  worthy  and  ingenious  reftor, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Baldwin,  late  of  Trinity  college,  Cam- 
bridge, perhaps  his  foie  inducement  might  be  to  pre- 
vent litigious  and  malicious  people,  men  of  bad 
heads  and  bafe  hearts,  from  bringing  aftions  upon 
the  old  ftatute  of  Henry  VIII.  againll  him : for  thig 
at  prefent  remains  a formidable  battery  again  ft  the 
church,  and  is  always  ready  to  be  opened  and  plac  ed 
upon  it  by  the  engineers  of  Weftminfter-hall,  when 
properly  taken  into  pay. 

FAKENHAM,  at  the  compiling  of’Doomfday- 
book,  was  in  the  king’s  hands.  Harold  was  lord  of 
it  in  king  Edward’s  reign,  and  alfo  uhen  he  was 

king 


25 


C A L L O \A% 

ting  of  England ; but  being  flain  in  tbe  battle  of 
HalHngs,  it  came  to  William  the  Conqueror.  Se- 
veral beruites  belonged  to  it,  or  it  extended,  into  tliefe 
following  townfliips,  &c.  AlthoiqDe,  Thorplandj 
Stanhoe,  Stibbard,  Creak,  Bafham,  Snoring,  Ket- 
tlcfton,  and  Pudding-Norton. 

Probably  the  river  on  which  this  town  hands* 
might,  in  the  Saxon  age,  be  called  Fa ; Ken  always 
denotes  a hr  earn  of  water  or  river:  thus,  Kennet, 
Kenford ; and  frequently  occurs,  as  Ham  docs  for 
a dwelling.  There  are  two  towns  in  Suffolk  called 
Fakenham,  and  Fakenhurh  in  Kent. 
i 

Some  ancient  records  fav,  that  William  II.  called 
Rufus,  gave  this  great  lordfllip  to  Hugh  Capel,  to 
be  held  by  two  knights  fees,  and  that  it  delcended 
to  his  fon  Hugh,  and  grandfon  Walter,  and  fo  to 
his  daughters.  Others  fay  that  his  name  was  Hugh 
Symired,  that  he  was  enfeohed  of  it  by  king  Hen- 
rv  I.  and  that  on  the  death  of  Walter  Svmired  his 
fon,  it  reverted  or  efcheated  to  the  crown,  and  king 
John  granted  it  to  William  de  Albini,  earl  of  Arun- 
del, who  was  lord  about  the  7 th  of  that  king. 

In  the  25th  of  Henry  III.  Hugh  earl  of  Arundel 
was  fummoned  to  reftore  to  the  king  this  lorcUliip* 
as  an  cfcheat  belonging  to  the  Normans. 

King  Edward  II.  on  the  11th  of  Offober,  in  his 
3d  year,  gave  it  to  Gilbert  earl  of  Clare,  wdio  dy- 
ing without  iffue  in  the  7 th  of  the  faid  king,  it  w'as 
granted  in  the  following  year  to  David  de  Strathbo- 
gie,  earl  of  Athol,  with  the  advowfon,  till  the  lands 
of  the  laid  carl  in  Scotland  could  be  reftored  to 
him. 
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On  the  8th  of  February,  in  the  5th  of  Edw.  IIT. 
Robert  de  Ufford,  earl  of  Suffolk,  had  a grant  of 
it ; but  foon  after,  about  the  6th  of  that  king,  Ifa- 
bel,  queen  dowager,  who  died  feifed  of  it  in  his  5 2d 
year. 

King*  Edward  III.  in  his  46th  year,  June  25th, 
gave  this  town  to  his  fon  John  of  Gaunt,  duke  of 
Lancalfer,  and  on  his  death  it  came  to  his  fon  Hen- 
ry IV.  king  of  England,  and  duke  of  Lancaller,  and 
continued  in  the  crown  till  granted,  about  the  reign 
of  king  Charles  I.  to  the  Fermors  of  BaQiam-Eaft, 
or  the  Calthorpes. 

Sir  Chrihopher  Calthorpe  died  feifed  of  it,  and 
by  his  heirs  it  came  to  the  L’Ellrangcs,  fir  Hemy 
L’Ellrange,  bart.  being  the  late  lord. 

Sir  Henry  Spelman  is  furprifed  to  find  that  a fa^ 
Una,  or  falt-pit,  fliould  in  Doomlday-book  be  men- 
tioned as  a part  of  this  lordfliip,  being  nine  miles 
from  the  fea;  but  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  this  /rt- 
lina  lay  in  fome  place  on  the  fea  belonging  to  Ha-:, 
rold,  and  after  to  him  when  king : thus  Nefton,  a 
town  above  twenty  miles  from  the  nearefl;  part  of 
the  fea,  had  a Jalina,  which  lay  at  Lynn.  Harold 
was  lord  of  Neclon. 

In  the  37th  of  Henry  VIII.  lands  here  belonging 
to  Hempton  priory  were  granted  by  the  king,  Sep- 
tember gth,  to  fir  William  Fermor,  and  the  lady.  Ca- 
therine his  wife.  . : 

- The  church  is  a large  regular  pile,  having  a nave,  . 
a north  and  fouth  ifle  covered  with  lead,  and  a chan- 
cel covered  with  tifes  ; at  the  wcfl  a tower  with  eight 
bells,  and  is  dedicated  to  St.  Peter. 
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Round  tlic  cover  of  the  font  is,  Orate  pio  am. 

Ade  P owryte,  et  Alicie  uxoris  ejus,  et  omnium  bcnefaBor. 

Juor.  qui  ijlud  opus  Jieri  fccerunt  in  honore  Dei  omnipo- 
tentis.  Amen.  On  the  eight  f des  of  the  ftone  bafon, 
or  font,  are  feveral  religious  emblems,  viz.  of  an 
angel,  ox,  lion,  and  eagle,  to  reprefcnt  the  four 
e\an  gelihs  ; alfo  that  of  the  Trinity,  a crols,  crown 
of  thorns,  the  king’s  arms ; alfo  on  the  pillar  of  it, 
the  letter  H or  L,  in  an  old  chara6ier,  and  a crown 
over  it,  to  'reprefent  it  as  being  in  the  dutchy  of 
Lancafter,  or  built  in  king  Henry  the  Vlth’s  reign. 

On  a black  marble  grave-hone,  with  the  arms  of 
Calthorpe  in  a lozerige:  .Catherine,  ^d  daughter  of 
Sir  Chrijlopher  Calthorpe,  of  Eaf-Barfiam,  Knt.  of 
the  Bath,  and  dame  Dorothy,  died  \(^th  of  September, 
1717,  aged/^'j. Near  this  a grave-hone.  In  me- 

mory of  James  Calthorpe,  Efq.  eldefi  fon  of  Sir  Chrijlo- 
pher, born  June  g,  1675,  June  24,  1696. 

Alfo  on  a grave-hone ; quarterly,  Calthorpe  and 
l.cukenor,  argent,  three  chevronels,  azure,  impaling 
Spring,  argent,  on  a chevron,  ingrailcd  between  three 
mafclcs,  gviles,  as  many  cinquefoils,  or:  In  memory 
of  Sir  Chrijiopher  Calthorpe,  Knt.  of  the  Bath,  and  the 
lajl  furvivor  of  6S  knight^,  companions  of  that  honor- 
able order,  cldejl  [on  of  fames  Calthorpe,  and  Katherine 
his  wife,  daughter  of  Sir  Edward  Lukenor,  of  Denham 
in  Suffolk,  Knt.  he  died  Febr.  7,  1717-18,  aged 
years. — Adjoining,  one,  In  memory  of  dame  Dorothy, 
daughter  of  Sir  William  Spring,  of  Pakenham  in  Suf- 
folk; Bart,  wife  of  Sir  Chrijlopher  Calthorpe,  from  the 
' igth  of  September,  1664,  the  Jth  of  February,  1715; 
mother  of  14  children,  of  which  fix  daughters,  and  all  ' 
the  fans,  deceafed  before  her. — Againh  the  north  wall 
is  a mural  monument,  with  the  arms  of  Calthorpe. 
Oppofite  to  this  monument,  on  the  fouth  fide  of 
the  ihe : Lyeth  the  body  of  Chrijlopher  Calthorpe,  Efq. 
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grandfon  of  Sir  Chrijlopher  Calthorpc,  Knt.  of  the  Bath.- 
The  lojs  of  a youth  of  Juch  promijing  parts  and  inge-  ■ 
nuity,  and  the  lajl  heir  male  of  this  elder  branch  of  that 
anticnt  family,  can  never  be  enough  lamented.  He  died 
of  a violent  fever  at  the  fchool  0/  St.  EdmuncCs,  Bury, 
the  6tk  day  of  J\^ov ember,  1720,  aged  thirteen  years  anti 
one  day, 

The  following  elegant  Latin  infcription  is  on  an- 
altar  tomb  in  the  church-yard,  on  the  fouth  fide : 
Hic  jacet  Johannes,  quern  prope  diledla  fua  Catherine 
Wortley,^  quos  amor  et  ecclfa  conjunxit;  feparavit,  et 
rerum,  et  hominum  edax,  tempus,  et  tumulus  rapuit.' 
Hanc  anno  Domini  1665,  atate  integrant.  Hunc  anno , 
Dm.  1695,  fenedute  frablum  vicit,  facilis  vicloria.  Ve^ 

. met,  vcniet  tamcn  dies,  qua  raptam  dahit,  qua  vidum,~ 
iiwidum  reddct.  Vis  plura  leBor,  fcias  honftis  ortas  pa~\ 
Xentibus,  et  quondam  hiijus  loci,  nunc  beatioris  incolas. 

We  find  the  church  porch  to  be  ufed  as  a maga-/ 
zine  for  the  hundred  of  Gallow  in  1602;  and  on’ 
the  23d  of  June,  in  that  year,  twenty-feven  pounds 
of  powder,  twenty-nine  pounds,  and  twenty-four 
pounds  to  be  lodged  there,  with  quantities  of  matches, 
pick-axes,  axes,  3cc. 

I 

Fakenham  is  now  a large  village,  and  a market  ■' 
town:  the  rnarket  is  held  on  a Thurfday, • and  the- 
merchants  from  the  fea-port  town  of  Wells,  in  its  ’ 
neighbourhood,  conflandy  attend  to  buy  com  of  the 
fanners  for  exportation.  It  is  a neat  town,  and  well 
built.  There  is  a court-houfe,  which  is  now  ufed 
as  a fchool-roorn ; and  occafionally  concerts  of  mu- 
fic  are  held  in  it : it  was  intended  for  a felfions- 
houfe,  the  quarter-fellions  of  the  peace  being  for- 
merly held  alternately  at  Fakenham  and  Walfing- 
ham,  but  of  late  years  at  Walfinghara  and  Holt. 

The 
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The  maher  and  fellows  of  Trinity  college,  Cam- 
bridge, arc  patrons  of  the  living,  which  is  a reflory 
of  confiderable  value.  The  prelent  re.flor  is  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Moore  Meredith,  fellow  of  Trinity,  who  was 
prefentedAugufl30,  1770. 

The  river  Wenfum,  which  flows  through  the  mea- 
dows of  this  town,  has  been  fuppofed  to  be  capable 
of  being  made  navigable  to  Norwich,  and  of  couife 
to  Yarmouth,  and  fome  meetings  have  been  held 
for  that  purpofe ; but  whether  through  the  contend- 
ing inierefts  of  the  proprietors  of  eftates  through 
which  ^le  river  glides,  or  the  great  expence  attend- 
ing the  work,  all  attempts  to  carry  the  fcheme  into 
execution  have  unfortunately  been  dropped  ; and 
this  is  the  more  furprifing,  after  the  fuccefs  of  the 
great  defigns  projeiled  and  finifhed  by  the  prefent 
duke  of  Bridgewater,  to  his  immortal  honour,  near 
Manchefter,  and  in  other  parts  of  this  kingdom. 

Althorpe,  was  at  the  furvey  a beruite  belonging 
to  the  king’s  manor  of  Fakeilham. 

This  is  now  a fmall  hamlet,  lying  about  two  miles 
to  the  north-eaft  of  Fakenham,  and  continues  part 
of  that  lordfliip  at  this  time, 

i 

The  inhabitants  pay  both  great  and  fmall  tithes  to 
the  re£tor  of  Fakenham,  and  come  to  that  church ; 
formerly  we  find  tliere  was  a chapel  dedicated  to  Ail 
Saints  belonging  to  it,  Banding  in  1419. 

I 

In  Edward  Fs  reign,  here  were  thirty  houfes  with 
their  families,  and  they  baptifed  and  buried  here. 

Thorpland.  This  alfo  at  the  furvey  was  a be- 
ruite belonging  to  the  king’s  lordfliip  of  Fakenham. 
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This  little  hamlet  lies  about  two  miles  north  of 
Fakenham ; and  we  meet  with  old  evidences  men- 
tioning Thorpland-hall,  a fmall  lordfliip,  depending 
on  that  of  Fakenham. 

In  a record  of  the  loth  of  Henry  IV.  it  appears, 
that  by  an  inquifition  taken  before  the  efcheator,  fir 
John  Le  Strange,  knt,  it  was  found,  that  Roger  de 
Lenne  gave  a meffuage,  one  hundred  acres  of  land, 
ten  of  meadow  and  paflure,  and  los.  rent,  with  a 
fqld-courfe  in  Fakenham,  Thorpland,  and  Althorpe, 
to  be  amortifed  to  Thorpland  chapel,  on  condition 
to  find  a chaplain  to  pray  for  the  foul  of  the  faid 
Roger,  which  was  done  (as  was  faid)  without  the 
king’s  licence. 

Afterwards  the  Fermors  polTeired  Thorpland-hall, 
and  Thomas  Fermor,  efq.  held  it  in  fee-farm  of  O. 
Elizabeth,  as  part  of  the  dutchy  of  Lancafler,  as  did 
fir  Chriflopher  Calthorpe,  who  lived  here  in  1680, 
as  appears  from  fcveral  of  his  letters  here  dated,  and 
fo  came  to  the  L'Ellranges. 

The  chapel  of  Thorpland  was  dedicated  to  St. 
Thomas. 

On  the  30th  of  July,  in  the  gth  of  king  James  I. 
the  king  grants  to  Francis  Morice,  of  WeftminlVer, 
efq.  and  Francis  Philips,  of  London,  Gent,  this 
chapel,  then  a barn,  in  the  tenure  of  Jerome  Alex- 
ander, Gent,  and  in  the  faid  year,  November  2S, 
they  conveyed  it,  with  half  an  acre  of  land  whereon 
it  flood,  to  Robert  Bumphead,  of  Walfingham  Parva. 

The  inliabitants  of  this  hamlet  go  to  Fakenham 
'church,  and  pay  great  and  fmall  tithes  to  the  redor. 

In 
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In  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  it  is  faid  there  were 
ninety  parifliioncrs  in  this  hamlet,  when  there  was  a 
chaplain  to  ferve  the  cure,  but  no  fepulture  or  bap- 
tifm  belonged  to  it. 

FULMONDESTON,  with  CROXTON,  was  the 
lordQiip  of  William  earl  Warren,  and  held  of  him 
by  Walter  Toke,  a great  Saxon  thane,  who  held  it 
in  the  reign  of  the  ConfelTor,  and  w’as  difpoffcired  at 
the  conqueft 

The  family  of  the  Graricourts  were  early  enfeoft 
of  this  manor.  Walter,  fon  of  William  de  Gran- 
court,  was  lord  in  the  1 itli  year  of  king  John,  when 
he  gave  to  the  king  a good  hawk,  to  be  exempted 
from  being  put  on  any  alTize,  except  betw’een  barons. 
William  de  Bellemont  gave  to  the  king  fixty  marks, 
to  have  the  cuflody  of  the  faid  Weaker  dc  Gran- 
court,  who  was  indi£led  »for  killing  a man, 

William  de  Grancourt  was  lord  in  the  45th  of 
Henry  III.  and  in  the  520!  of  that  king,  was  a wit- 
nefs  to  feveral  writs,  (being  then  chief  baron  of  the 
Exchequer)  dated  November  2 1 , dire6led  to  the  flie- 
riff  of  Norfolk,  and  feveral  other  flicriffs,  reciting, 
that  whereas  the  king  had  great  occafion  for  money, 
by  reafon  of  his  foreign  and  domeflic  affairs,  that 
as  he  would  avoid  corporal  punifhment,  lofs  of  his 
goods,  and  the  king’s  anger,  he  fliould  fpeedily  pay 
four  hundred  marks  of  the  money,  due  on  the  fum- 
mons  of  the  laft  her  of  the  juflices  in  that  county, 
otherwife  he  fliould  know  that  the  king  would  chaf- 
tife  his  negleft  in  fuch  a manner,  that  his  puniriiinent 
fhould  teach  others  how  to  perform  the  king’s  com- 
mands. 

% 

Humphrey  de  Bohiin,  carl  of  Hereford,  &c.  in 
the  46th  of  Edw'ard  III,  died  polfelfed  of  it,  and  left 

two 
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two  daughters  and  coheirs,  Eleanor,  afterwards  wife 
to  Thomas  of  Woodftock,  duke  of  Gloucefter,  6th 
Ion  to  king -Edward  III.  and  Mary,  wife  afterwards 
to  Henry  earl  of  Derby,  who  was  king  of  England 
by  the  name  of  Henry  IV.  which  Thomas,  duke  of 
Gloucelfer,  died  lord  in  the  21ft  of  Richard  II. 
w^hen  it  fliould  have  defeended  to  Edmund  Stafford, 
earl  of  Stafford,  who  married  Ann,  one  of  the  tw'O 
daughters,  and  at  length  foie  heir  to  the  faid  duke, 
but  Henry  earl  of  Derby,  8cc.  poffeffed  it  in  right 
of  Mary  his  wife,  and  king  Henry  V.  and  VI.  were 
alfo  lords.  It  remained  in  the  crown  till  king  Ri- 
chard III.  in  his  firft  year,  granted  it  to  Henry  Staf- 
ford, duke  of  Bucks,  on  July  13th,  who  being  foon 
after  beheaded  (as  a rebel  againft  the  faid  king)  at 
Salifbury,  it  was  again  in  the  crown. 

On  the  yth  of  March,  in  the  iff  of  king  James  I. 
hr  Edward  Coke  had  a grant  to  farm  it  at  57I.  per 
ann.  and  the  manor  has  been  fome  time  in  that  fa- 
mily, the  earl  of  Leiceffer  being  the  late  lord. 

The  church  of  Eulmondefton  is  dedicated  to  St. 
Mary.  ‘In  the  reign  of  "Edward  I.  the  prior  of  Caf- 
tleacre  had  the  patronage  of  this  rejffory,  with  the 
chapel  of  Croxton. 

The  patronage  of  this  living  is  at  prefent  in  the 
mafter  and  fellows  of  Bennet  or  Corpus  Chrifti  col- 
lege in  Cambridge.  Dr.  John  Bamardifton,  the  late 
mailer  of  Bennet,  was  prefented  by  the  college  to 
it  in  the  year  1759. 

There  is  a manor  in  this  parifli  of  Eulmondefton 
independent  of  the  manor  in  the  Holkham  family, 
belonging  to  John  Brown,  elq.  of  Eulmondefton. 


Croxton, 


CALLOW. 


S3 

Croxton,  In  the  reign  of  king  Edward,  this 
was  a village  held  by  Toke,  who  being_  ejeaed,  it 
was  granted  at  the  conque{l  to  the  earl  Warren. 

It  had  always  the  fame  lords  as  Fulmopdeflon : 
William  de  Grancourt  held  it  in  the  3d  of  Henry 
HI.  and  in  diat  year  William,  fon  of  Roger  de 
Huntingfeld,  gave  lands  here  to  the  priory  of  Caftle-r 
^cre,  on  his  founding  the  monallery  of  Mendham 
ip  Norfolk. 

It  is  now,  and  has  been  for  many  yfears,  account- 
ed as  an  hamlet  to  Fulmondefton,  and  the  earl  of 
Leicefter  died  lord  of  it. 

I 

On  May  17,  in  the  3d  year  of  Edward- VI.  fir 
William  Fermor,  knt.  and  lir  Richard  Fulmodcflon 
had  a grant  of  the  advowfon  of  Fulmondeflon  and 
Croxton. 

The  chapel,  or  church,  is  a fingle  pile,  with  a 
chancel  covered  with  thatch,  without  a fleeple,  and 
dedicated  to  St.  John  the  Baptift  ; and  the  prior  of 
Callleacre,  as  patron  of  the  redory,  was  patron  of 
it. 

I 

Tire  following  very  elegant  infcription  is  on  the 
north  wall  of  the  chancel,  upon  a mural  monument 
of  white  marble,  with  this  lliield ; argent,  a crofs, 
ingrailed  .gules ; creft,  a buck  trippant,  proper, 

,with  a laurel  branch  in  his  mouth,  and  : 

< P.  M.  S.  Daniel  Green,  A.  M.  Coll.  S.  S.  TVin, 
‘ apud  Cantab,  quondam  focius  nuper  eccles.  de 

♦ Fulmodeftun  cum  Croxton,  annos  plus  quadragiu-r 
‘ ta  redor,  omni  literarum  genere  exornatus,  .lingu- 

* lisr  provinciae  quadruplicis  muneribus,  in  officinis 
♦jure  fuh  prtEciare  fundus,  llicerdotis,  pxdogogi, 

‘ maiiti 
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‘ mariti  et  patris,  pofteris  imitandum.  Maximis  in 
‘ Deum  pietatis,  et  optimis  in  hominera  virtutis,  li- 

* matum  offidis  edidit  exemplar.  Et  cum  indigno 
' de  mundo  bene  diu  meruiffet,  magno  perdignus 

* honorc,  in  coclum,  alumnos,  conjugem  et  fobolcm, 
‘ charus,  cocleftem,  fpretis  mundanis  benediclionem 

* obnixe  precatus,  ultimum  amicis  dixit  vale,  et  mi- 

* gravit  dcfletus.  Interim  autem  Deo  clcmentiffimo, 

* ingrato  orbi  et  terras  fcecundte,  ad  refurrcflionem, 
'*  tandem  aliquando  fperans  meliora,  animam  hu- 

* millime,  famam  provide,  corpus  libenter,  foris  jux- 

• ‘ ta  depofitum,  commifit,  impertivit,  reliquit,  p. 

‘ J.  H.  S,  Dom.  1700.  iEtat.  71.’ 

Clipston.  This  was  an  hamlet  to  Fulmondeflon, 
held  alfo  by  Toke,  and  after  by  the  carl  Warren. 
Walter  de  Grancourt  was  lord  in  the  3d  of  Hen.  III. 

HELHOUGHTON,  or  HELGHETON.  Part 
of  this  town  was  a beruite  to  the  king’s  manor  of 
Rainham,  farmed  of  the  king,  at  the  furvey,  by 
Godric.  ' 

Halgatun,  as  this  town  was  wrote,  is  compound- 
ed of  Hal,  or  AL  and  Ga,  which  fignifies  in  Saxon, 
a town,  all  by  the  water. 

This  lordfliip  remained  in  the  crown  till  king  Ste- 
phen* gave  it  to  William  de  Cheyney.  Phe  faid 
king  afterwards  granted  it  to  the  Hauviles. 

It  was  pofTeffed  by  Roger  Townfhcnd,  formerly 
by  fir  John  Snoring,  knt.  It  came  to  the  lownfliends 
probably  on  the  marriage  of  the  heirefs  of  Hauviie, 
'with  the  manor  alfo  of  Rainham,  and  fir  Roger 
Townfhend  died  pofTeffed  of  it  in  1531  : in  this  fa- 
mily it  continues,  the  lord  vifcount  Townfliend  bc- 
' jug  the  prcfcnt  lord. 
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St.  Faith’s'  or  Horsham  Priory  Manor.  In 
the  gth  of  Edward  II.  the  prior  of  St.  Faith’s 
found  to  have  a lordfliip  here. 

King  Henry  VIII.  in  his  35th  year,  December  3, 
granted  it  to  Robert  Townfhend,  ierjeant  at  law, 
and  Gyles  Townfliend,  efq.  together  with  the  ap'^ 
propriated  reftory  of  this  church,  and  the  advowfon 
of  the  vicarage;  and  on  the  10th  of  that  month 
they  conveyed  it  to  fir  Roger  Townfliend,  with  the 
patronage  of  the  vicarage,  in  which  family  it  remains. 

A family  ivho  alTumed  their  name  from  the  towrii 
was  early  enfeoffed  of  this,  under  the  earl  Warren. 
Alan  de  Helgheton  held  part  of  a fee  of  the  earl, 
about  the  18th  of  Henry  III.  and  in  the  faid  reign, 
Walter  Bernardiflon  had  the  third  part  of  a fee. 

Sir  William  de  Kerdeflon  died  lord  in  the  36th  of 
Edward  III. 

*1 

The  principal  manor  (late  Payne’s)  was  in  the 
"Townfhends ; and  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  hr 
Roger  Townfliend  polTeflcd  it.  It  came,  probably, 
into  the  family  by  the  marriage  of  fir  Thomas  Town- 
fhend, in  the  reigli  of  Hen.  VI.  with  Agnes,  daugh- 
ter of  William  Payne. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  Alf  Saints. 

Lord  vlfcount  Townfliend  is  patron  of  this  vica- 
rage, with  Rainham  St.  Martin,  confolidated  1 748  ; 
and  the  prefent  vicar,  the  Rev.  Charles  Allen,  for- 
merly of  Trinity  college,  Cambridge,  was  prefented 
to  this  church  by  the  late  lord  Townfliend  in  the 
year  1 74S. 
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HEMPTON.  William  carl  Wanen  was  lord  of 
this  village  at  the  furvey. 

The  Britons  called  many  rivers  by  the  name  of 
Anton,  or  Avon,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  river  by 
which  this  town  hands  was  alfo  lb  called : and  the 
Saxons  retaining  many  of  the  faid  names,  called  them 
by  corruption,  or  contrahion.  An  and  Han,  thus 
Hampflrlre,  in  Doomfday-book,  is  wrote  Hantfhire, 
and  thus  South-Hampton,  8cc. 

Roger  de  St.  Martin  was  lord  in  the  reign  of  Hen- 

• ryl. 

In  the  ^d  of  Edward  III.  hr  John  Bardolf  and 
his  parceners  were  found  to  hold  one  fee  in  this  town, 
Waterden,  Bafliam,  &c.  In  the' faid  reign,  Thomas 
dc  Milcham  is  faid  to  have  bought  a little  manor 
here,  which  by  the  marriage  of  his  daughter  and 
heir,  came  to  William  Dunant,  efq. 

John  de  Woolterton,  of  Bafham,  &c.  aliened  in 
the  ill  of  Richard  II,  the  manor  of  Hempton,  with 
lands  in  Waterden,  to  the  prior  of  Damfend. 

On  the  gth  of  September,  in  the  37th  of  Henry 
VIII.  that  king  granted  the  prior’s  manor,  with  lands 
in  Toftrees,  Sculthorpe,  Fakenham,  Pudding-Nor- 
ton.  See.  to  hr  William  Fermor  and  the  lady  Cathe- 
rine his  wife.  Thomas  Fermor,  efq.  his  nephew, 
held  it  in  the  6th  of  Edw.  VI.  in  capite,  and  fold 
it  to  Mr.  Richard  Benfon,  together  with  the  priory. 

A church,  dedicated  to  St.  Andrew,  was  handing 
in  the  12th  of  Henry  VII.  and  was  a redory  appro- 
priated to  the  prior)'. 


In 
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In  the  4th  of  Edw.  L Roger  cle  St.  Martin  im- 
pleaded die  prior,  on  account  of  the'  patronage  of 
this  church,  and  the  prior  pleaded  that  William  da 
St.  Martin  gave  it  to  the  priory. 

Hempton  Priory,  was  at  firfl  an  hofpital,  and 
afterwards  a priory,  founded  by  Roger  de  St.  Mar- 
tin, in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  I.  for  black  canons 
of  the  order  of  St.  Auftin,  and  dedicated  to  St. 
Stephen.  In  the  2d  year  of  king  John,  the  arch- 
deacon of  Worcefter  (probably  John  de  Brancafter) 
gave  a palfrey  to  the  king,  for  a fair  to  be  held  year- 
ly, on  Tuefday  in  Whitlun  week,  for  the  profit  and 
ufe  of  the  brethren  of  the  hofpital  of  St.  Stephen, 
(as  then  called)  by  the  caufey  of  Fakenham ; which 
fair  is  held  at  this  time  on  Hempton  Green,  and  is 
a confidcrable  one. 

There  are  nvo  great  fairs  annually  held  on  Hemp- 
ton Green,  one  on  Whitfun-Tuefday,  and  the  other 
on  the  22d  of  November;  in  the  latter  of  which 
great  herds  of  Scots  lean  cattle  are  expoled  to  faie, 
which  are  bought  up  by  the  farmers  to  be  fed  and 
fatted  upon  their  turnips,  and  are  afterwards  drove 
to  Smithfield  market  in  London,  to  fupply  the  me- 
tropolis. This  fair  was  firfl  held  in  the  14th  of 
Edward  I. 

John  occurs  prior  about  the  15th,  and  Richard 
occurs  prior  in  the  17th  and  2Sth  of  Henry  VI. 
when,  on  the  fealt-day  of  the  conception  of  th(^ 
blelfed  virgin,  he,  with  the  convent,  granted  lands 
in  loftrees,  under  the  common  feal  of  the  priorv, 
in  the  cliapter-houle ; which  was  of  an  oblong  form, 
(of  red  wax)  as  moll  religious  feals,  and  the  image 
of  St.  Stephen  Handing  in  an  arch,  between  two  ta- 
pers, with  this  legend  round  it ; Sigillum  Commune 

Sanlli 
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SanBi  Stephani  de  Hemplon;  and  under  this  the  prior,, 
in  an  arch,  kneeling. 

The  feite  of  this  priory,  with  the  re^iory  appro- 
priated, and  the  manor,  was  granted  (as  before-men- 
tioned) by  king  Henry  VIII.  to  fir  William  Fermor, 
and  the  lady  Catherine  his  wife;  and  Thomas  b’er- 
mor,  his  nephew,  conveyed  them  to  Richard  Ben- 
fon,  Gent,  in  the  1 4th  of  Elizabeth,  and  Benfon  to 
Matthew  Gofnald,  Gent,  and  he  left  it  in  jointure 
to  his  wife.  Henry  Gofnald,  his  fon,  fold  the  re- 
verfion  to  fir  Thomas  Holland,  of  whom  Nicholas 
Timperly,  Gent,  bought  it. 

George  lord  vifeount  Townfliend  is  the  prefent 
lord. 

HOUGHTON,  fo  called  from  Its  fituation,  which 
fignifies  High  Town,  was  a beruite  to  the  earl  War- 
ren’s manor  of  Rudham.  It  is  alfo  called  Hough- 
ton near  Harpley,  to  dihinguifli  it  from  Houghton, 
near  Walfmgham,  or  in  the  Dale,  in  North  Green- 
hoe  ; and  Eloughton  on  the  Hill,  in  South  Greenhoe. 

From  the  family  of  Cheyneys  It  came  by  marriage 
to  the  Belets,  and  feeins  to  be  held  under  them  firll 
by  the  De  Haveltons,^  or  Houghtons,  and  after  by 
the  Walpoles. 

This  ancient  family  of  Walpole  take  their  name 
from  the  town  of  Walpole  in  Marfliland,  in  Norfolk, 
where  they  were  enfeoffed  of  lands  belonging  to  the 
fee  of  Ely.  Joceline  de  Walpole  was  living  at  Wal- 
pole St;  Peter  in  the  reign  of  Richard  I.  and  in  the 
id  of  king  John  held  the  fixth  part  of  a fee  in  Wif- 
bich,  with  half  a knight’s  fee  in  Walpole,  Walton, 

and  Hackbich,  with,  one  hundred  acres  of  marfli 

land 
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latid  in  Wifbich,  (paying  los.  rent  per  arm.)  of  the 
bifhop  of  Ely,  and  6s.  ad.  rent  in  fait ; and  Adam 
de  \Valpole  paid  the  fame  rent  in  fait  for  lands,  &c. 
Ralph,  fon  of  Joccline,  and  Roger  his  brother,  held 
a virgate  and  aii  half  in  Walpole,  paying  5s.  4d. 
and  twenty-fix  combs  of  fait,  rent  per  aim.  to  the 
bifliop ; and  Adam  de  Walpole  held  half  a virgate 
•in  Walpole,  paying  1 as, 

Reginaldus  de  Walpole,  who  lived  in  the  reign 
of  Henry  I.  feeins  to  be  lineal  anceftor  of  the  prc- 
fent  family,  father  of  Richard  de  Walpole,  who  mar- 
ried Emma,  daughter  of  Walter  de  Havelton,  or 
Houghton,  fon  of  William  de  Havelton,  (who  was 
lord  of  this  town)  where  this  family  of  Walpole  rc- 
lided  after  the  marriage;  and  Henry  de  Houghton 
had  an  intered  here  about  the  end  of  Henry  Ill’s 
reign 

from  Reginaldus  defcended  lir  John  de  Walpole, 
knt.  who  in  the  14th  of  Henry  III.  on  the  king’s 
failing  into  Britanny,  had  letters  of  protedion,  be- 
ing in  the.  family  or  retinue  of  diat  king,  w^as,  by 
Ifabel  his  wife,  father  of  fir  Henry  de  Walpole,  knt. 
who  held  lands  in  Houghton,  and  was  knighted  by 
Edward  I.  About  the  50th  of • Henry  III.  he  was 
a juflice  of  gaol  delivery,  and  fold  lands  by  deed, 
fans  date,  to  John  de  Spalding,  (burgefs  of  ' Lynn) 
in  Tyrington,  and  fealed,  as  by  his  deed  appears, 
with  a fels,  between  tw'o  chevrons ; the  aims  of  the 
ptefent  earl  of  Orford.  He  married  Ifabcl,  daugh^- 
ter  of  fir  Peter  Fitz-Ofbert,  of  Somerley  town,  fifter 
and  heir  to  fir  Roger  Fitz-Ofbert,  and  was  living  in 
the  14th  of  Edward  I.  when  a fine  vvas  levied  be- 
tween him  and  Alceline,  daughter  of  Hugh  Found, 
of  Houghton  byRudham:  and  at  the 
laid  time  fived  Ralph  de  Walpole,  bifliop  of  Ely, 

H third 
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third  fon  of  fir  John  dc  Walpole,  who  after  being 
bifliop  of  Norwich  ten  years,  was  tranflated  to  the 
lee  of  Ely,  which  he  held  only  three  years,  and  died 
March  20,  1302. 

In  the  34th  of  Edward  I.  Ifabella  de  Walpole 
was  found  to  be  one  of  the  coufins  and  heirs  of  Ro- 
ger Fitz-Peter  Fitz-Ofbert,  and  John,  fon  of  Alice 
Negoun,  was  the  other;  file  was  afterwards  the  wife 
of  fir  Walter  Jerninghara : fir  Henry  de  Walpole 
was  his  fon.  To  him  and  Alice  his  wife,  Mr.  Ro- 
bert de  Saham,  and  others,  truflees,  granted  No- 
vember 30,  in  the  4th  of  Edward  II.  two  parts  of 
this  lordfhip,  with  lands  in  Walpole  and  Walton, 
and  all  the  lands  purchafed  by  fir  Henry,  his  father, 
of  Afceline  aforefaid,  with  the  third  part  of  this 
manor  in  reverfion,  which  Ifabel  Jerningham,  for- 
merly the  wife  of  fir  Henry  his  father,  held  in  dower. 
Sir  Henry  died  about  the  gth  of  Edward  III.  and 
Flenry  was  his  fon  and  heir. 

In  the  nth  of  that  reign,  William  le  Grofs,  par- 
fon  of  the  church  of  jBently  Parva  in  Elfex,  as  a 
truflee,  fettled  this  manor  on  Henry  de  Walpole  and 
Margaret  his  wife,  who  was  daughter  of  fir  Oliver 
le  Grofs,  of  Croflwick. 

In  the  7th  of  Richard  II.  Henry  de  Walpole  and 
Edmund  his  fon,  were  witneffes  to  a deed,  and 
Henry  was  found  to  be  coufin  and  heir  of  fir  John 
le  Grofs,  knt.  and  as  fuch  releafed  all  his  right  in 
his  manors : and  in  the  3d  of  Henry  IV.  Henry, 
fon  of  fir  Henry  de  Walpole,  held  one  fee  of  the 
dutchy  of  Lancafter,  and  one  quarter  of  a fee  of  the 
lord  Bardolf.  In  1407,  anno  g Henry  IV.  he  was 
living,  and  filled  Henry  tie  Walpole,  fenior,  cfq. 
and  died  about  the  20th  of  Flenry  VI. 
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In  the  loth  of  Henry  VI.  Henry  de  Walpole,  his 
cldell;  Ion,  and  Margery  his  wife,  were  polfelfed  of 
ten  marks  rent  iffuing  out  of  the  manor  of  Hales- 
hall,  near  Loddon;  flie  was  daughter  of  fir  John 
Harlike,  knt.  of  Southacre,  and  by  the  name  of 
Henry  Walpole,  efep  of  Houghton,  made  his  will 
On  the'  feafl  of  the  invention  of  tile  holy  crofs  in, 
1442;  “Gives  to  Catherine  his  daughter  40I.  to- 
wards her  marriage,  and  the  faid  fum  to  Alice  his 
daughter,  out  of  the  profits  of  the  manor  of 
“ Houghton;  to  Martin  his  fon,  under  age,  four 
“ marks  per  aim.  foi^  life,  and  to  havi;  all  tile  lands 
which  Catherine  his  father’s  lifter  had  of  the  gift 
“ of  his  father  Henry,  deceafed.  Appoints  Henry 
his  Ion,  Edmund  Percy,  William  Marchale,  efqrs. 
“ his  executors,  to  hold  the  manor  of  Houghton, 
to  pel  form  his  will,  and  after  the  performance  of 
it,  to  Henry  his  fon,  in-tail  male,  remainder  to' 
John  his  fon ; to  Henry  his  fon,  his  manor  in 
VValpole,  with  the  appurtenances,  and  to  John 
“ his  fon  the  manor  of  Iftede  in  Suffolk.”  He  had 
three  other  fons,  William,  Martin  and  Thomas,  and 
Was  buiied  according  to  his  will  in  the  church  of  St. 
hlanin,  of  Houghton,  by  his  wdfe ; and  his  will  was 
proved  June  27,  1442.  Henry  his  eldeft  fon,  in  the 
34th  of  Henry  VI.  fettled  his  manor  of  Walpole 
on  truftces.  He  married  an  Etchingham,  who  bore 
azure,  fretty,  argent ; which  arms,  impaled  by  Wal- 
pole, were  painted  on  the  fereens  of  this  church 
next  to  thole  of  Walpole  and  Harfike.  ’Tis  proba- 
ble that  he  died  without  iffue,  his  brother  or  fon  ' 

granting,  in  the  the  21ft  of 
Edward  IV  to  Wtlham  his  brother,  the  manor  of 
Iftede  m Weybrede.  Suffolk;  and  in  the  gth  of 
<^nry  \ II  an  inquilition  was  awarded  into  this 
county  and  that  of  Suffolk,  on  the  death  of  John 
alpole,  elq.  who  was  found  to  have  died  feifed  of 
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this  manor,  held  of  the  manor  of  Wormegay  by 
knights  fcrvice  ; and  Thomas  was  his  fon  and  heir, 
by  Elizabeth  his  wife,  daughter  of  Robert  Shavve, 
efql  of  Derby. 

Thomas  Walpole,  gent,  fon  and  heir  of  John 
Walpole,  efq.  late  of  Houghton,  deceafed,  gives  in 
the  12th  of  Henry  VII.  to  Thomas  Allen  of  Wal- 
pole, a melfuage,  with  fifteen  acres  of  land,  allb  fe- 
ven  acres,  and  a falt-work,  with  all  the  grain  be- 
longing lately  to  his  father  John  Walpole,  efq.  ly- 
' ing  between  the  land  of  the  chantrey  of  St.  Mary^ 
which  his  father  had  of  the  gift  of  John  Walpole, 
late  of  London,  fon  of  Martin  Walpole,  late  of 
Walpole,  and  the  land  of  Robert  Brandon,  late  of 
Newton,  efq.  Thomas  Hunflon,  gent,  and  Philip 
Sutton,  efq.  He  married  Joan,  daughter  of  William 
Cobb,  of  Sandringham,  efq.  by  whom  he  had  John 
his  elded  fon,  who  died  before  him  without  iCTue, 
Edward  and  Henry. 

By  the  name  of  Thomas  Walpole,  of  Lynne-Bi- 
diop,'efq.  he  made  his  will.  May  24,  1512,  where- 
in he  gives  “ to  his  fon  Henry  all  his  purchafed 
“ lands' (his  manor  of  Howeton  to  remain  ten  years 
“ in  his  feoffees  hands,  to  perform  his  will)  and  his 
“ manor  of  Weybrede,  fiv  e years  after  die  deceafe 
“ of  his  wife;  his  executors  to  receive  the  profits  of 
“ his  lands,  tenements,  See,  in  Walpole,  four  years 
“ and  an  half,  for  the  making  of  his  tumbe,  and 
“ for  making  the  north  ylde  of  the  parifli  church  of 
“ Howetone,  arid  that  done,  the  Taid  lands,  tenc^- 
“ ments,  &c.  in  Walpole,  to  be  delivered  to  the 
“ brodirhood  of  the  holy  Trinity  in  Lynne-Bifhop, 
“ to  the  intent  that  the  alderman  andlkyvens  of  the 
“ faid  gylde  fhall  find  and  pay  yerly  eight  marks  to 
“ the  wages  of  an  abii  prill  to  lynge  mefs  perpetu- 
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“ ally  for  his  fowl,  and  the  fowl  of  Jone  his  wyfe, 

“ in  the  chapel  of  our  Lady,  in  the  chapel  of  St. 

“ Nicholas  in  Lynne.  And  more,  I will  that  the 
“ faid  prefle  diali  be  at  commons  and  lodging  in 
“ the  college  of  the  holy  Trinity,  fo  that  he  be  or- 
“ dered  by  the  flatutcs  of  the  place,  and  to  have 
“ 6s.  8d.  of  the  faid  college  yeriy ; and  if  the  fai4 
“ alderman  and  Ikyvcns,  or  fuccelTors,  refufe  to  per- 
“ form  the  fame,  &c.  I will  the  faid  lands.  See,  to 
“ be  fold  by  my  executor  Jeff.  Cobbe,  my  brother- 
“ in-law,  and  my  fon  Henry  Walpole.”  This  was 
proved  April  7,  1513.  He  was  found  to  die  Janu- 
ary 24  following,  Edward  his  fon  being  then  aged  30, 

Edward  Walpole,  efq.  his  elded  fon,  married 
Lucy,  daughter  of  hr  Teny  Roblert,  lider  of  hr 
John  Robfert  of  Syderdone,  and  heir  to  Amy,  hrd 
wife  to  hr  Robert  Dudley,  the  great  earl  of  Leiceder 
in  queen  Elizabeth’s  time,  daughter  and  heir  of  hr 
J ohn  Robfert.  1 

Edward  was  buried  January  2,  1558,  and  Lucy 
Feb.  1,  1559,  at  Houghton.  They  had  three  fons 
and  one  daughter. 

I 

John  Walpole,  fon  and  heir  of  Edward  and  Lucy, 
married  Catherine,  daughter  and  heir  of  William 
Calybut  of  Coxford,  gent,  and  was  buried  in  Hough- 
ton church,  March  29,  1583,  and  Catherine  Sep- 
tember 25,  1612,  and  left  Edward  Walpole,  efq.  his 
fon  and  heir,  who  was  attainted  for  treafonablc  prac- 
tices at  Rome,  and  died  abroad  without  iffue,  being, 
as  home  fay,  a Romifli  pried.  Calybut  Walpole, 
efq.  was  his  twin-brother  and  heir,  who  by  Eliza- 
beth, daughter  and  coheir  of  Edmund  Bacon,  of 
HclTet  in  Suffolk,  efq.  had  feveral  children,  and  died 
May  4,  1646. 
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To  tins  Calybut,  John  Walpole,  efc.  his  father, 
by  his  will  dated  Feb.  28,  in  the  30th  of  Elizabeth, 
gives  the  manor  of  Syderflone,  with  that  of  Eircham- 
Newton,  after  the  deceafe  q1  the  right  honourable 
Robert  earl  of  Leiceller,  with  his  fold-courfe  and 
lands  which  he  had  of  Roger  Townfliend,  cfq.  in 
Eircham-JMagna,  and  all  the  Hiecp  going  on  the  fame. 
Catherine  his  wife  to  have  all  his  lands  in  Walpole 
and  Walton,  to  her  and  her  heirs,  towards  the  pre- 
ferment of  his  daughter’s  marriage,  and  to  hold  the 
manor  of  Houghton  for  life.  Edward,  his  cldell  fon 
and  heir,  (as  above)  was  indi6led  in  the  King’s  Bencji 
for  fuppofed  treafon,  (in  the  30th  of  Elizabedi, 
March  loj  done  at  Rome;  and  on  May  q6,  39th  of 
Elizabeth,  again  indifled.  After  this  on  Augufl  3, 

in  the  faid  year,  the  queen  granted  to HulTcy 

and Goodman,  the  forfeited  lands  of  Edward, 

and  they  grant  'them.  Sept.  27th  following,  to  Ca- 
lybut his  brother. 

Robert  Walpole,  efq.  fon  and  heir  of  Calybut, 
married  Sufan,  daughter  of  fir  Edward  Earkliara, 
knt.  lord  mayor  of  London,  and  died  May  1,  1663, 
and  Sufan  Nov.  g,  1622,  and  buried  at  Houghton. 

Sir  Edward  Walpole,  knight  of  the  Bath,  and 
member  in  parliament  for  King’s  Lynn,  fucceedcd 
him  as  fon  and  heir;  and  by  Sufan  his  wife,  daugh- 
ter and  coheir  of  fir  Robert  Crane,  bait,  of  Chilton 
in  Suffolk,  left  at  his  death,  March  g,  1668,  Robert 
Walpole,  elq.  his  fon  and  heir,  member  of  parlia- 
ment for  Caflle-Rifing,  and  deputy  lieutenant  of 
Norfolk,  who  took  to  wife  Mary,  only  daughter  and 
heir  of  fir  Jeffrey  Eurwcll,  knt.  of  Rougham  in 
Suffolk,  by  whom  he  had  nineteen  children. 
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Robert  Walpole,  efq.  bis  third  fon  and  only  fur- 
v’ving  heir,  was  born  Aug.  26,  1674,  iucceeded  to 
the  eftate  of  Houghton  in  NovemlDer  1700, 

He  was  firfl  chofen  member  for  Lynn-Regis  the 
fame  year,  and  ferved  in  parliament  for  that  bo- 
rough till  1742,  excepting  one  feffions  (1711). 

In  1705  he  was  a lord  commiffioner  of  the  admi- 
ralty, and  in  1707  fecrctary  of  war;  likewife  trea- 
furer  of  the  navy,  January  1709.  In  the  fame  year 
he  was  chofen  one  of  the  managers  in  the  houfe  of 
commons,  to  make  good  the  articles  of  impeachment 
againfl  the  Rev.  Dr.  Sacheveral. 

On  the  change  of  the  miniftry  in  1710,  fir  Robert 
was  removedi  from  his  employments  during  queen 
Anne's  reign;  but  George  I.  on  his  acceffion  to  the 
throne,  made  him  paymafler  of  the  guards  and  gar- 
rifons  at  home,  and  of  the  forces  abroad  in  1714. — ■ 
He  was  fworn  of  his  majefl’y’s  privy-council.  Oft. 
1,  1713,  and  conflituted  firfl  lord  commiffioner  of 
the  na\'y,  and  chancellor  of  the  exchecjuer,  the  loth 
of  the  fame  month  ; both  which  he  refigned  in  April 
1717,  but  held  the  fame  offices  again,  April  4, 
1721. — May  27,  1725,  he  was  invefled  with  the  en- 
figns  and  dignity  of  Knight  of  the  Bath  ; and  on 
the  26tJi  of  May,  1726,  was  elefted  a Knight  Com- 
panion of  the  noble  order  of  die  Garter. — In  1727, 
he  was  chofen  a gbverner  of  the  Chartcr-houfe ; and 
in  July  1738,  unanirnoufly  cleft  eel  high  fie  ward  of 
Lynn-Rcgis. — He  was  feveral  times  appointed  one 
of  the  lords  juflices  during  his  majefly’s  flay  in 
Hanover. 

In  December  1741,  he  refigned  all  his  places  at 
court,  and  was  created,  Feb.  g following,  Earl  of 
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Orford  in  Suffolk,  K^ifcount  and  , Baron  Walpole  of 
Houghton  in  Norfolk.  His  lordfliip  died,  much 
afUifted  with  the  hone,  in  the  70th  year  of  his  age, 
at  his  houfe  in  Arlington-hreet,  London,  on  Sunday 
March  18,  174^* 

By  his  firft  lady,  Catherine,  daughter  of  Johr^ 
Shorter,  efq.  of  Bybrook  in  Kent,  (fon  and  heir  of 
Hr  John  Shorter,  knt.  lord  mayor  of  London)  who 
died  Augull  20,  i737>  his  lordiliip  had 

1.  Robert,  created  baron  Walpole  June  lo,  1723, 
in  conlideration  of  his  father’s  great  fervices,  the  an- 
tiquity of  his  family,  8cc.  and  took  his  place  in  the 
houfe  of  lords  accordingly.  He  had  the  dignity  of 
the  military  order  of  the  Bath  conferred  on  him  by 
George  11.  was  afterwards  ranger  and  keeper  of 
Richmond  park,  clerk  of  the  pells,  lord  lieutenant 
and  cuftos  rotulorum  of  the  county  of  Devon,  mafler 
of  the  harriers  and  foxhounds,  and  auditor  of  the 
exchequer.  He  married  Margaret,  daughter  of  Sa- 
muel Rolls,  of  Heynton  in  Devonlhire,  efq.  by 
whom  he  had  George,  the  prefent  earl  of  Orford. 
She  died  the  20th  of  Augull,  1737,  and  her  young- 
eft  fon,  the  honourable  Horatio.  Walpole,  erecled  a 
monurnent  in  Henry  the  Seventh  s chapel,  Weftmin- 
ftet  abbey,  with  the  following  inlcription; 
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To  the  Memory 
of 

CATHERINE  LADY  WALPOLE, 

Eldefl  Daughter  of  John  Shorter,  Efq; 

Of  Bybrook,  in  Kefit, 
and 

Firft  Wife  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole, 
Afterwards  Earl  of  Orford. 

Horace, 

Her  youngeft  fon,  ' ' 
Confecrates  this  Monument. 

She  had  Beauty  and  Wit 
Without  Vice  and  Vanity; 

And  cultivated  the  Arts 
Without  afFe<^lation. 

She  was  devout, 

Tho’  without  Bigotry  to  any  Se61: 

And  was  without  Prejudice  to  any  Party, 

Tho’  the  Wife  of  a Minifler: 

• » 

Whofe  Power  Ihe  efteem’d, 

But  when  flie  could  employ  it 
To  benefit  the  Miferable, 

Or  to  reward  the  Meritorious. 

She  lov’d  a private  Life, 

Tho’  bom  to  fhine  in  public: 

And  was  an  Ornament  to  Courts,  _ 
Untainted  by  them. 

She  died  Augufl  20,  1737. 


It 


It  is  fomewhat  remarkable  that  the  two  ladies  of 
fir^  Robert,  hrli  and  fecond,  were  both  buried  at 
Houghton  within  the  year. 

2.  The,  right  honourable  fir  Edward  Walpole,  of 
Frogmore  near  Windfor,  Knight  of  the  Bath,  clerk 
of  the  pells,  and  mafter  of  the  office  of  pleas  in  the 
exchequer,  and  one  of  his  majefty's  honourable 
privy  council  in  Ireland. 

Q.  The  honourable  Horatio  Walpole,  of  Straw- 
berry-hill, near  Twickenham  in  Middlelex,  fellow 
of  the  royal  and  antiquary  fociety ; uffier  of  Ins 
maiefty  s exchequer,  eoraptrolLer  of  the  pipe  office, 
and  dak  of  the  ellreats  in  the  court  of  exchequer. 


Sir  Robert  Walpole’s  fecond  lady  was  Maria* 
daughter  and  heirefs  of  Thomas  Skirret,  of  Dover- 
ffi-eet,  efq.  who  died  June  4, 

lordffiip  had  lady  MaPy%  married  to  Cha.  Churchi  , 
efq.  fon  of  the  late  lieutenant-general  Chiu-cInU, 
who  ferved  under  the  duke  of  Marlborough  in  Han- 
ders and  Germany,  in  the^  reign  of  queen  Anne. 


Robert,  the  fecond  earl  of  Walpole,  died  April  1 , 
17  SI,  and  was  fuccecdcd  by  his  only  fon  Geoige, 
the  prefent  earl,  ivhofe  hereditary  and  temporary  ti- 
tles are  as  -follow:  Earl  of  Orford,  'Vifcount  and 
Baron  Walpole  of  Houghton  Ranger  of  Su  James  s 
and  Hyde  Parks,  and  a Lord  of  Ins  Majefty  s Bed- 
chamber ; Lord  Lieutenant  and  Cuftos 
and  Vice-Admiral  of  the  County  of  Norfolk  and  of 
the  City  and  County  of  Norwich ; Colonel  of  the 
Norfolk  Regiment  of  Militia,  a Brigadiei -General 
and  High  Steward  of  the  Corporations  of  C,ieat 
Yarmouth  and  I-ynii -Regis. 
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In  the  year  1722,  fir  Robert  began  the  foundation 
of  a- mofc  noble  hall,  or  palace,  of  free  flone,  which 
he  hinlii&d,  and  furniflied  in  a moft  elegant  tafte, 
and  furaptUous  manner. 

Houghton-hall  is  enriched.wuth  the  moft  valu~ 
able  colleftion  of  piftures  to  be  leen,  perhaps,  in 
finy  houfe  in  England. 

The  common  approach  to  the  houfe  is  by  the 
fouth  end  door,  over  which  is  engraved  this  in- 
fcription : 

Robertus  Walpole 
Has  vEdes 

Anno  S.  m.d.cc.xxii. 

Inchoavit, 

Anno  M.D.cc.xxxv. 

Perfecit. 

At  the  entrance  on  the  right  hand  is  the  breakfaft 
parlour. 

Over  the  Chimney. 

1.  'Hounds,  (a  very  good  pifture)  by  Wooton. 

On  the  oppofite fide. 

2.  The  return  of  the  prodigal  fon,  by  Pordenone, 
A veiy  dark  pifture ; the  architeefture  and  landfcape 
very  good.  It  belonged  to  George  Villiers,  the  great 
duke  of  Buckingham. 

0-uer  one  door. 

3.  Sir  Edward  Walpole,  grandfather  to  fir  Ro- 
bert : he  was  made  Knight  of  the  Bath  at  the  coro- 
nation of  king  Charles  II.  and  made  a great  figure 
in  parliament.  Once  on  a very  warm  debate  in  the 
houfe,  he  propoled  an  expedient,  to  which  both  par- 
ties 
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ties  immediately . concurred ; on  which  Waller,  the 
poet,  moved  that  he  might  be  lent  to  the  Tower, 
for  not  having  compofed  the  heats  fooner  when  he 
had  it  in  his  power.  He  married  Sufan,  daughter 
to  fir  Robert  Crane,  and  is  buried  in  Houghton 
church,  with  this  plain  epitaph. 

Here  lies  SirEdtoard  Walpole. 

Catera  fi  qiiceras,  narrabit  Jama  JuperJles. 

Over  the  other  door. 

4.  , Robert,  fon  to  fir  Edward,  and  father  to  fir 
Robert  Walpole. 

Over  the  jerutoire. 

5.  Horatio,  fir  ft  lorclTownlliend,  and  grandfather 
to  the  prefent  lord. 

Over  the  glafs. 

6.  OldHarrold,  gardener  to  fir  Robert,  by  John 
Ellis. 

Oppofite  to  the  chimney. 

7.  A greyhound,  half  length,  by  Old  Wyck,’ 
V\ '00 ton’s  mailer. 

8.  An  horfe’s  head,  a fine  fketch,  by  Vandyke. 

Oppofite  to  the  luindow. 

g.  Concert  of  birds  and  fowls,  by  Mario  di  fioii, 
A very  uncommon  piSure ; for  he  feldom  painted 
any  thing  but  flowers.  It  belonged  to  Gibbins  the 
carver. 

In  the  Dining  Parlour. 

Over  the  chimney. 

1.  His  excellency  Horatio  Walpole,  brother  to  fir 
Robert,  three  quarters  length,  by  Richardfon.  He 
was  ambaffador  in  France  and  Holland,  collerer  of 
the  houfhold,  and,  'laflly,  one  of  the  tellers  of  the 
exchequer.  He  was  created  lord  Walpole  ol  Wool- 
lerton  by  George  II.  in  the  year  1756. 
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Oppofite  to  the  chimney. 

2.  Charles  lord  vilcount  Townfliend,  fecretary  of 
ilate,  by  fir  Godfrey  Kneller. 

3.  Dorothy  lady  Townflieiid,  his  feeond^wife,  by 
Jervafe. 

Oh  one  fide. 

4.  Sir  Charles  Turner,  one  of  the  lords  of  the: 
treafury : he  naarried  to  his  firll  wife  Mary,  eldeft 
lifter  to  fir  Robert  Walpole,  three  quarters  lengdr, 
by  Richardfon. 

5.  Sir  Robert  Walpole  (when  fecretary  at  war  to 
queen  Anne)  and 

6.  His  lady;  both  by 'Jervafe. 

On  the  other  fide, 

7.  The  battle  of  Conflantine  and  Maxentius ; a 

copy,  by  Julio  Romano,  of  the  famous  pifture  in 
the  Vatican,,  which  he  executed  after  a defign  of  Ra- 
phael. The  ftory  is  thus  told  by  Zofimus,  hift; 
lib.  2.  “ Tantis  cum  ambo  copijs  inflru6ti  elfent, 

Tignis  autem  minime  fuflinentibus  earn  vim  one- 
ris,  adeoq;  ruptis,  cum  ctetera  multitudine  Maxen- 
tius etiam  fluminis  impetu  abripiebatun” 

Over  doors. 

Four  ladies  belonging  to  tlie  Walpole  family,  viZi 

8.  Ann  Walpole,  aunt  to  fir  Robert  Walpole. 
She  was  wife  to  Mr.  Spelman,  of  Narborough  in 
Norfolk. 

g.  Dorothy  Walpole,  ditto,  died  unmarried. 

10.  Mary  Walpole,  ditto,  married  to  John  Wil- 
fon,  cfq.  of  Leicefterlhire. 

1 1.  Elizabeth  Walpole,  ditto,  fecond  wife  to  James 
Ifofte,  efq.  of  Sandringham  in  Norfolk. 

The 


h 


53 


HUNDRElD  OF 


The  hunting  hall. — At  the  tipper  end. 

1.  An  hunting  match,  by  Wooton ^This  pi£lure 

reprefents  three  harriers,  formerly  belonging  to  lord 
Or  ford,  afterwards  to  the  larc  duke  of  Cumberland, 
and  three  buck-hounds  belonging  to  king  George  II, 
Confiderable  wagers  were  laid  on  both  fides,  but  the 
latter  were  remarkably  defeated* 

Oppofite  to  it. 

2.  An  hunting  piece,  by  Wooton. — Sir  Robert 
Walpole  is  in  green.  Col.  Charles  Churchill  in  the 
middle,  and  Mr.  T.  Turner  on  one  fide.'  Sir  Ro- 
bert is  drawn  upon  a white  horfe  which  formerly  be- 
longed to  the  Pretender,  and  was  taken  in  the  re- 
bellion in  1715. 

Oppojite  to  the  chimney. 

<i  't  Sufannah  and  the  two  elders,  bv  Rubens. 

>ij  ^ « 

Through  the  arcade  you  come  at  the  coffee-room,  ^ 
at  the  upper  end  of  which  is, 

1.  Galata-.d,  by  Zimeni. 

Oppofite  to  it. 

2.  Jupiter  and  Europa,  after  Guido,  by  Pietro  da 
Pieiris. 

Over  the  chimney. 

3.  A landfcape,  with  figures  dancing,  by  Swani- 
velt. 

On  the  right  hand  of  {.he  chimney. 

4.  Horatio  Walpole,  uncle  to  fir  Robert,  and 
commonly  called  the  Black  Colonel:  he  married 
lady  Ann  Ofborne,  daughter  of  Thomas,  firft  duke 
of  Leeds,  and  widow  of  Robert  Coke,  efq.  of  Holk- 
ham  in  Norfolk,  grandfather  to  the  late  earl  of  Lei- 
celler. 


On 
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On  the  left  hand. 

Galfvidus  Walpole,  efq.  younger  brOtliet  to 
fir  tlobevt,  and  one  of  the  general  poflmafters ; by 
Richaidfon. — He  was  captain  of  the  lion  in  queer! 
Anne’s  wars,  and' was  attacked  by  five  French  fhips 
on  the  coafl  of  Italy  againft  three  Englifli,  two  of 
which  defeitcd  him  ; but  his  own  he  brought  off, 
after  fighting  bravely,  and  having  his  arm  fliot  off. 

In  the  Bcd-chamber. 

1.  The  converfion  of  St.  Paul,  by  Paul  "Veroneze. 

Upon  the  grand  floor  ; in  the  Anti-chamber. 

1.  A landfcape,  in  the  flile  of  Claude  Lorrain, 
bv  Wooton. 

_ T'he  blue  damafk  Bed-chamber : it  is  hung  with 
lapcllry. 

Over  the  chimney. 

1.  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  afterwards  earl  of  Orford, 
in  his  chancellor  s robes,  by  Vanloo. — He  was  prime 
minifter  to  king  George  I.,  and  king  George  II. 

Quern  neque  Tydides,  nec  Larijfaus  Achilles,  non  Anni 
Dovmerc  decern . 

Over  three  doors. 

3.  V Landfeapes,  by  Wootorn 

4-3 

The  Drawing  Room. 

’Tis  hung  with  yellow  cafFoy.  Over  the  chimney 
is  a genteel  bull  of  a Madona  in  marble,  by  Ca- 
millo  Rufeorii:  above  is  carving  bv  Gibbins  -eilt  • 
and  in  it  a fine  piaure  by  Vandyke.  ■ ; 


1.  Of 
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1,  Of  two  girls,  daughters  of  lord  Wharton. — ■■ 
*I’hefe'came  Out  of  the  Wharton  collcftion,  with  all 
the  other  Vandykes  in-  this  room,  and  fome  others 
now  at.  lord  Orford’s  at  the  Exchequer. 


On  the  right  hand  of  the  chimney. 

2.  king  Charles  I.  in  armour,  by  Vandyke.— - 
Bv  a miftake  both  the  gauntlets  are  drawn  for  the 
right  hand. 

3.  Henrietta  Maria  of  France,  his  queen,  by  dittd. 

On  the  left  hand  of  the  chimney. 

4 Philip  lord  Wharton,  bv  ditto. 

5.  Archbifliop  Laud,  by  ditto.— Tire  univerfity 
of  Oxford  once  offered  the  Wharton  family  400L  for 
this  piflurei 

Over  the  door. 

6.  Lord  chief  baron  Wandersford,  by  ditto.-^ 
He  rvas  head  of  the  Caflle-Comer  family. 


6ver  the  fetiee. — In  the  center. 

7.  Lord  Walpole,  the  fecond  earl  of  Orford,  by 
Rofalba. 


On  the  right  hand. 


8.  Sir  Edward  Walpole,  fecond  fon  to  fir  Robert, 


by  ditto. 


On  the  left  hand. 


g,  Horatio  Walpole,  efq.  third  fon,  by  ditto. 


On  the  right  hand. 

10.  Lady  Cholmondely,  (not  finiflied)  a profile 
fketch,  byjervafe. 

On  the  left  hand. 

^ 11.  Lady  Maria  Walpole,  by  Pond,  (now  lady 
Maria  Cliurchill) . q 
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Ofi  the  fide  next  the  bed-chamber. 

12.  A fleeping  Bacchus,  with  nymphs,  boys,  and 
animals,  by  Luca  Jordano. 

Over  the  door. 

13.  Jane,  daughter  of  lord  vifcount  Wenman,  by 
Vandyke. — ^The  hands,  in  which  Vandyke  excelfd,' 
are  remarkably  fine  in  this  pidure. 

I 

On  the  oppofte  fde.  ' ^ 

14.  The  judgment  of  Paris,  companion  to  No. 
I2,  by  Luca  Jordano. — ^There  is  an  odd  dilfufion  of 
light  all  over  this  piditre.  The  Pallas  is  a remark- 
able fine  figure. 

Over  the  door, 

' 15.  Lady  Wharton,  by  Vandyke. 

The  cieling  is  exa6Hy  taken,  except  with  the  alte- 
ration of  the  paternal  coat  for  r the  Bar  and  garter, 
from  one  that  was  in  the  dining-room  of  the  old 
houfe. 

The  Saloon. 

The  hanging  is  crimfon  flowered  velvet.  On  the 
great  table  is  an  exceeding  fine  bronze  of  a man  and 
woman,  by  John  of  Boulogne;  given  by  Horace 
Mann,  cfq.  king’s  refident  at  Florence. 

On  the  other  tables  are  two  vafes  of  oriental 
alabafter. 

< 

Over  the  chimney. 

1.  St.  John  baptifing  Chrift,  by  Albano.— His 
large  pieces  are  fcldom  goo4  ; but  this  is  equal,  both 
for  colouring  and  drawing,  to  any  of  his  mafler  Ca- 
racci,  or  his  fellow  fcholar  Guido.  It  belonged  to 
Mr.  Lawes,  firft  minifter  to  the  regent  of  France. 

E Over 
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Over  the  door  on  the  right  hand. 

2.  The  adoration  of  flicpherds,  by  Morellio.--* 
All  the  light  comes  from  the  child. 

Over  the  door  on  the  left  hand. 

3.  The  affumption  of  the  Virgin,  its  companion^ 
-|)y  Morellio. 

On  the  fde  next  the  Drawing-room, 

4.  The  honing  of  St.  Stephen,  by  Le  Soeur. 

A capital  pi£lure : it  contains  nineteen  figures,  ^nd 
is  remarkable  for  exprcffing  a moll  mafterly  variety 
of  grief.  The  faint,  by  a remarkable  anacronilni, 
is  in  the  habit  of  a modern  prieft  at  high,mafs. 

Over  the  door  on  the  right  hand. 

5.  Dcedalus  and  Icarus,  byLeBrun, — ^The  hory 
is  taken  from  Ovid. 

Over  the  door  on  the  left  hand. 

6.  The  Cyclops  at  their  forge,  by  Luca  Jord^no. 
This  belonged  to  Gibbins. 

On  the  fide  next  the  Hall,  on  the  right  hand  of  the  door. 
A capital  pihure. 

7.  Mary  Magdalen  wafliing  Chrift’s  feet,  by  Ru- 
l^ens. — Our  Saviour  is  repjefented  at  an  entertain- 
ment given  him  at  the  houfe  of  Simon  the  Pharifee ; 
three  Apohles  are  drawn* with  him,  four  Pharifces, 
and  feveral  attendants,  men  and  women;  in  all 
fourteen  figures,  large  as  life.  ^ 

On  the  left  fide  of  the  door. 

A capital  pihure. 

S.  Holy  Family,  with  a dance  of  angels,  by 

Vandyke. — This  pidurc  was  twice  fold  for  1400 1. 
^ ' uncc 
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fiiice  that  it  belonged  to  the  houfe  of  Orange.  The 
princefs  of  Friefland  (mother  to  the  prefent  prince 
of  Orange)  fold  it  during  his  minority,  when  fir  Ro- 
bert bought  it.  . It  coft  him  loool. 

The  fix  uppermbh  piflures,  three  of  which  are  on 
the  left  hand  of  the  door,  viz. 

t 

g.  Holy  Family,  (in  a round  figure)  by  Cantarini.- 
The  child  is  learning  to  read. 

10.  Ditto,  by  Titian. — A' very  fine  pidure. 

11.  Simeon  and  child,  by  Cuido. — ‘From  Monfi- 
eur  de  Morvile’s  colleftion. 

On  the  right  hand, 

1 2.  Virgin  and  Child  afleep,  by  Aug.  Caracci. 

15.  Old  woman  giving  a boy  chenks,  by  Titian. 

’Tis  Titian’s  fon  and  nurfc. 

14.  Holy  Family,  by  Andrea  del  Sarto. — ^Thefc 
two  lafl  were  from  the  colleClion  of  the  marqiiis 
Mari  at  Genoa. 

The  Cieling. 

Apollo  driving  his  chariot  of  the  fun,  in  chiaro 
ofcuro,  by  Kent. 

I 

The  Carlo  Maratt  Room. 

The  hangings  are  green  velvet : there  is -in.  it  a 
table  of  lapis  lazuli,  and  at  each  end  arc  tw'O  fconccs 
of  maffive  filver. 

Over  the  chimney. 

1 . Pope  Clement  IX.  of  the  Rofpigliofi  family » 
a moft  admirable  portrait,  by  Carlo  Maratti. — ^This 
picture  was  bought  by  Jervafe,  the  painter,  out  of 
the  Arnaldi  palace  at  Florence.  Nothing  can  be 
finer  than  this ; the  boldnefs  of  the  pencilling  is  as 
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remarkable  as  his  delicacy  in  his  general  pidures. 
Carlo  Maratti  was  fo  pleafed.  with  this  pidure,  and 
it  was  fo  much  admired,  that  he  did  feveral  of  them. 
One  in  particular  is  at  lord  Burlington’s  at  Chifwick, 
It  cofl  three  hundred  guineas. 

The  four  uppermoll  pidures  on  the  chimney  fide, 

2.  The  pool  of  Bethefdai 

3.  Chrill's  fermon  bn  the  mount; 

4.  Apollo  and  Daphne. 

5.  Bacchus  and  Ariadne ; all  by  Giofeppe  Chiari, 

a fcholar  of  Carlo’s. The  bed  of  the  four,  the 

Bacchus,  feems  to  be  taken  from  the  Apollo  Belve- 
dere; as  the  ideas  of  the  Ariadne  and  the  Venus 
evidently  are  from  the  figures  of  Liberality  and  Mo- 
defly  in  the  famous  pidure  of  Guido’s,  in  the  col- 
ledion  of  the  marquis  del  Monte  at  Bologna.  There 
are  four  pidures  about  the  fize  of  thefe  in  the  Spada 
palace  at  Rome,  by  the  fame  hand : two  jult  the 
fame  with  thefe  twa  lad  ; the  other  two  are  likewilc 
dories  out  of  the  Metamorphofes. 

6.  The  marriage  of  St.  Catherine,  by  Carlo  Ma- 
ratti. 

7.  The  Affumption  of  the  Virgin,  by  ditto. — She 
has  a deep  blue  veil  all  pver  her.  Tis  on  the  left 
hand  of  the  chimney. 

8.  Its  companion,  ditto,  on  the  right  hand,  by 
Nichofo  Beretoni; 

g.  The  Virgin  and  Jofeph,  with  a young  Jefus, 
in  the  manner  of  his  mader  Andrea  Sacchi,  by  Car- 
lo Maratti. 

At  the  end  next  the  Jaloon. 

In  the  center,  a capital  pidure. 

10.  Galataea  fitting  widi  Acis,  Tritons  and  Cu- 
pids, by  C.  Maratti. 


Under 
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Under  die  Galataeji. 

11.  The  Virgin,  our  Saviour,  and  St,  John,  (un- 
flnidied)  large  as  life,  by  C.  Maratti. 

t 

On  the  right  hand, 

1 2.  Flight  into  Egypt,  by  Morellio. — In  the  man- 
ner of  Vandyke. 

13.  Tire  head  of  St.  Catherine,  (profile)  by  Guido 
Reni, 

14.  St.  Coccilia  with  four  angels  playing  on  mu- 

fical  inftruments,  by  C.  Maratti. — This  was  in  the 
Pallavicini  colle^lion.  ^ 

Over  the  door. 

I 

15.  A naked  Venus  and  Cupid,  in  a very  parti- 
cular Idle,  by  C.  Maratti. 

On  the  left  hand  of  the  fame  fide. 

16.  A crucifix,  by  Morellio, 

17.  The  head  (with  a glafs  before  it)  in  a great 
Pile,  by  Raphael.  ' 

18.  Virgin  teaching  the  child  to  read,  by  C.  Ma- 
ratti.— Giofeppe  Chiari  has  executed  this  thought 
in  the  Barberini  palace  at  Rome;  but  with  alterati- 
ons. In  this  the  Virgin  is  iri  red,  Giofeppe’s  is  in 
white;  and  inPead  of  St.John,  St.  Elizabeth,  and 
the  angels,  he  has  drawn  a cardinal  reading. — This 
was  alfo  in  the  Pallavicini  collePion. 

At  the  end  next  the  bedchamber. 

In  the  center. 

10.  A capital  piPure,  companion  to  Galatasa,  viz. 
the  Judgment  of  Paris,  king  Priam’s  fon,  by  Carlo 
Maratti.-  C.  Maratti  was  then  eighty- threey  ears 
ol  , yet  has  none  of  the  rawnefs  of  his  latter  pieces'. 
It  came  out  of  the  Pallavicini  collePion.  The  carl 
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of  Strafford  has  a very  good  copy  of  It  by  Gio- 
feppe  Chiari. 

Under  it, 

S20.  The  Virgin  Mary,  our  Saviour  and  St.  Johiy 

. by  Nicholo  Bcretoni,  Carlo’s  beft  fcholar. This 

pfaure  is  equal  to  any  of  his  inafler’s.  The  grace 
and  fvveetnefs  of  the  Virgin,  and  the  beauty  and 
drawing  of  the  young  Jefus,  are  incomparable. 

On  ihe  right  hand. 

21.  Sj;.  ]ohn  the  E^'angelifl,  by  C.  Maratti. 

22.  Diana,  in  crayons,  by  Rofalba. 

2 2.  The  prefentation  of  the  Virgin  in  the  Tem- 
ple by  Luca  Jordano. ^This  and  its  companion 

(the  birth  of  Chrill)  are  finiflied  defigns  for  two  large 
piaures,  which  he  painted  for  the  fine  church  ol  the 
hladonna  della  Salute  at  Venice. 


On  the  left  hand. 

24.  Two  faints  worfliipping  the  Virgin  in  the 
douds,  by  C.  Maratti. 

25-  Apollo,  in  crayons,  companion  to  iNo.  22,  by 

Rofalba,  ^ t j ^ 

06.  The  birth  of  Chrifl,  by  Luca  Jordano. 


Over  the  door. 

□ 7.  Hercules  and  Omphale,  by  Romanelli. 
The  deling. 

Ornaments  in  chiaro  ofeuro,  by  Kent. 


The  Velvet  Bed-chamber. 

The  bed  is  of  green  velvet,  richly  embroidered 
and  laced  with  gold ; the  ornaments  defigned  by 
Kent.  The  hangings  are  tapeftry,  reprefenting  the 
loves  of  Venus  and  Adonis,  after  Albano. 
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Over  the  jirji  door. 

1 . A landfcape,  by  GrifEcr. 

Over  the  chimney.. 

Q.  Alexander  hanging  up  a garland  upon  the  tomb 
of  Achilles,  by  Le  Mer. — Vid,.  O,  Curtins,  2d  book, 
4th  chap.  The  head  of  Alexander  is  taken  from 
his  medals ; the  figures  are  in  the  true  antique  tafte, 

’ and  the  buildings  line. 

Over  the  other  door. 

3.  A fca-port,  by  Greffier. 

The  deling. 

Aurora  riling,  chiaro  ofcura,  by  Kent. 

\ 

• The  DrelTing-room. 

- This  room  is  hung  with  very  fine  gold  tapeflr\', 
after  pictures  of  Vandyke.  There'  are  whole-length 
portraits  of  king  James  I.  queen  Anne  his  wife, 
(daughter  of  Frederick  II.  king  of  Denmark)  Charles 
the  Firll  and  his  queen,  and  Chriftian  IV.  king  of 
Denmark,  brother  to  queen  Anne.  They  have  fine 
borders  of  boys,  with  felloons,  and  oval  pi<fiures 
of  the  children  of  the  royal  family. 

At  the  upper  end  of  this  room  is  a glafs-cafe  fill- 
ed with  a large  quantity  of,  filver  philegree',  which 
belonged  to  Catherine  lady  Walpole. 

Over  the  chimney. 

Tlie  books  of  the  Sybils  found  in  the  tomb  of 
Numa  Pompilius,  by  Le  Mer. — The  painter  has 
miftaken  and  reprefented  a large  number  of  book’s ; 
whereas  the  fiiftories  fay,  that  when  the  S)bil  offer- 
ed them  at  firff  to  Tarquinius  Superbus,  there  were 
but  nine ; and  on  his  twice  refuling  them,  fhe  burnt 
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fix,  and  then  made  him  pay  the  firh  demanded  price 
for  the  remaining  three,  which  were  kept  in  a ftpnc 
vault  with  the  greatefl  care,  and  only  confulted  upon 
extraordinary  occafions  by  two  of  the  nobility,  who 
had  the  charge  of  them.  There  is  a remarkable 
anacronifm  in  this  picture : the  painter  has  thrown 
in  among  the  buildings  the  Septizonium  Severi  j 
now  Sylla’s  diftatorfhip  began  in  the  year.  672  U.  C. 
and  Severus  did  not  begin  his  reign  till  945  U.  C. 
or  1 93  A.  D. 

Some  authors  fay  there  were  only  three  at  firfl ; 
two  of  which  were  committed  to  the  flames  by  her 
that  fet  them  up  to  fale  to  Tarcjuin,  who  not  com- 
ing up  to  the  price  of  the  three  volumes,  bought  the 
third  for  as  much  as  Was  demanded  for  all  tluee. 

• The  truefh  account  is  nine,  vid.  Prideaux  s Con- 
nexion, voL  iv.  page  880. 


Spring  with  flowers,  chiaro  ofeuro,  by  Kent. 

The  Embroidered  Bed-chamber. 

The  bed  is  of  the  fined  Indian  needle-work.  His 
highnefs  Francis  duke  of  Lorrain,  afterwards  Grand 
Duke  of  Tufeany,  and  fince  Emperor,  lay  in  tins 
bed,  which  flood  then  where  the  velvet  one  now  is. 


1.  Holy  Family,  large  as  life,  by  Nicholo  Pouffin. 

^’Tis  one  of  the  mod  capital  piXurcs  in  this  col- 

leXion.  The  airs  of  the  heads,  and  the  drapeiies, 
are  in  the  fine  tade  of  Raphael ; and  the  antique 


The  pieces  of  Bogs  over  doors. 


The  deling. 


Over  the  chimney. 


Elizabeth’s 


» 
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Elizabeth’s  head,  is  taken  from  a flatue  of  an  old 
woman  in  the  Villa  Borghefe  at  Rome. 

Cc{Uk  over  doors. 

\ By  Rofa  de  Tivoli. 

The  Cieling.  ' 

Luna  and  Endymion,  chiaro  ofcuro,  by  Kent. 

In  the  Cabinet. — Over  the  chimney, 

A celebrated  pifture  of  Rubens’s  wife,  by  Van- 
dyke.— She  is  in  black  fattin,  with  a hat  on. 

^ On  fhe  Jide  oppofite  to  the  chvhney. 

1.  Rubens’s  family,  by  Jordaens  of  Antwerp. — 
Rubens  is  playing  on  a lute:  his  firfl;  wdfte  is  fitting 
with  one  of  their  children  on  her  lap,  and  tw'O  others 
before  her.  There  are  feveral  other  figures  and  ge- 
nii in  the  air.  This  piflure  belonged  to  the  duke 
of  Portland. 

2.  A winter  piece,  by  Giacomo  Balfan. 

3.  A fummer  piece,  by  Eionardo  Balfan. 

4.  Friars  giving  meat  to  the  poor,  by  John  Miel. 

5.  St.John,  by  Carlo  Dolci, 

6.  Dobfon's  father’s  head,  by  Dobfon. 

7.  Head  of  Innocent  X.  by  Velafco. ^\"elafco 

was  fent  by  the  king  of  Spain  to  draw  this  Pope’s 

■piflure.’  When  the  Pope  fent  his  chamberlain  to 
pay  him,  he  would  not  receive  the  money,  faying, 
the  king  his  mailer  always  paid  him  with  his  own 
hand.  In  which  the  Pope  humoured  him  too.— — 
This  Pope  was  of  the  Paraphilii  family,  w^as  reck- 
oned the  uggliefl  man  of  his  time,  and  w^as  raifed  to 
the  Papacy  by  the  intrigues  of  his  lifter-in-law  Don- 
na Olimpia,  a moft  beautiful  w'oman,  and  his  mif- 
tvefs. 


8.  Boy 
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8.  Boy  with  a flute,  by  Cavalier  Luti. 

9.  A banquet ; companion  to  No.  4,  by  John 
Miel. 

10.  Dying  ofiicer  at  confeflTion,  by  Bourgognonc, 
— Very  bright  colouring  and  fine  expreflion. 

11.  Boors  at  cards,  (fmall)  by  Teniers. 

1^.  Chrifh  in  the  fepulchre,  by  Giacomo  Baflan. 

• — A very  particular  picture.  The  lights  'are  laid  on 
fo  thick,  that  it  I'eenls  quite  baflb  relievo.  ’I'is  a 
fine  defign  for  a great  altar-piece  which  he  has  paint- 
ed at  Padua.  This  pifture  was  a prefent  from  lord 
Waldeg  rave,  embalfador  at  Paris. 

13.  Virgin  with  the  child  alleep,  by  Sebaftian 
Concha. 

14.  Virgin  and  child,  painted  on  black. marble^ 

by  Morellio. It  was  given  by  Benjamin  Keene, 

efq.  embaflador  at  Madrid. 

15.  Landlcape,  with  officers,  by  Bourgognonc. 

16.  Holy  faniilv,  by  Rottenhamer. 

17.  Judgment  of  Paris,  by  And.  Schiavone. 

18.  Chrifl;  in  the  fepulchre,  by  Pannegiano. 

This  is* one  of  the  fineft  piclures  he  ever  painted  ; 
and  for  which  there  is  a tradition  that  he  was  knight- 
ed by  a duke  of  Parma.  There  are  eleven  figines: 
the  expreffion,- the  drawing  and  colouring,  the  pei- 
lpe£ln'e  and  chiaro  ofeuro,  are  as  fine  as  poflible. 
The  figure  of  jofephof  Arimathca  is  Parmegiano's 
own  portrait. 

10.  Wife  mens  offering,  (fmall)  by  Velvet  Bru- 
eghel.— Phcrc  are  a multitude  of  little  figuics.  all 
finifhed  with  the  greateft  Dutch  exafinefs.  The 
ideas  too  are  a little  Dutch:  for  the  Ethiopian  king 
is  dreffed  in  a furplice  with  boots  and  fpurs,  and 
brings  for  a prefent  a gold  model  of  a modern  flnp. 

20.  Boors  at  cards,  (large)  by  Icaicrs. 

21.  Chrifl  in  the  garden  appearing  to  Mary  Mag- 
dalen, by  Pietro  da  Cortona. An  c.^ceeding  fine 

pidure. 
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2 2.  Judgment  of  Midas,  by  And.  Schiavone. 

2 2.  Virgin  and  child,  by  Baroccio. 

24.  Naked' Vtous  Beeping,  by  Annibal  Caracci. 

A moft  perfeft  piflure ; th'e  contours  or  the  colouring 
exceflively  fine. 

2>).  Holy  famdv,  with  St.  John  upon/a  lamb,  by 
Williberts,  a fcholar  of  Rubens,  who  has  made  a 
large  pifturc,  from  whence  this  is  taken,  novv  in  the 
palace  Pitti  at  Florence.  This  is  finely  finifli  d,  and 
the  colouring  neater  than  Rubens. 

26.  Virgin  and  child  (landing,  (painted  on  blacic 
marble)  by  Alexander  Veronefe. 

27.  Boors  drinking,  by  Oftade. 

28.  Landfcape,  with  foldiers,  companion  to  No. 
15,  by  Bourgognone. 

29.  Battle  piece,  companion  to  No.  10,  by  ditto. 

30.  Three  foldiers,  by  Salvator  Rofa.  ^ 

31.  King  Edward  VI.  by  Hans  Holbein. — This 
was  in  the  royal  colleftion,  and  upon  the  difperfion 
of  king  Charles’s  pi6lures  in  the  rebellion,  fold  into 
Portugal ; where  it  was  bought  by  lord  Tyrarvley, 
embaffador  at  Lifbon,  and  given  to  lord  Orford. 

On  the  fide  oppofte  to  the  loindoio. 

1 . Landfcape,  with  a waterfall  and  flaeep,  by  Sc- 

ballian  Bourdon. ’Tis  Laban  fearching  for  his 

images.  When  Jacob  withdrew  privately  from  La- 
ban, Rachel  Bole  her  father’s  idols,  which  he  pur- 
fued  them  to  demand.  Gen.  xxxi.  33. 

2.  Holy  family,  by  John  Bellino. — It  belonged 
to  Mr.  Lawes. 

3’1  . . . 

4.  I Six  drawings  for  triumphal  arches,  defigned 

5.  y for  the  entrance  of  Albert,  archduke  of 

6.  I Auflria,  into  Antwerp. 


Albert 
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Albert  married  the  Infanta  Ifabella,  Philip  the 
Second’s  daughter. 

Mr.  Walpole,  in  his  book,  fays,  ‘‘  They  were 
“ defigned  for  triumphal  arches  on  the  entry  of  the 
“ Infant  Ferdinand,  of  Auflria,  into  Antwerp. — ■ 
“ They  are  printed  with  a defeription  of  that  fehi- 
“ val.” — Rubens. 


In  the  center. 


g.  Cieling  of  the  banquetting-houfe,  by  Rubens. 

- — ^’Tis  the  original  defign  of  Rubens  for  the  middle 
compartment  of  that  cieling,  and  reprefents  the  af- 
fumption  of  king  James  the  Firft  into  Heaven.  It 
belonged  to  fir  Godfrey  Kneller,  who  ftudied  it 
much,  ,as  is  plain  from  his  Iketch  for  king  William’s 
piflure  in' the  parlour. 

10.  Bathflicba  bringing  Abifliag  to  David,^  ill 

Kings  i.  by  Vanderwer^e. Given  by  the  duke  of 

Chandois.  • * ' ’ . 

11.  A flower-piece,  I , ,r  r 

\ r ■ ■ > by  Vanhiiyiam. 

12.  A iruit-piece,  j ^ 

Vanhijyfam’s  brother  lived  with  lord  Orfoi’d,  and 
painted  moll  of  the  piclurcs  in  the  attic  floiy  here. 


I Landfeapes,  by  Galpcr  Pouflin. 

Chrifl  appearing  to  Mary  Magdalen,  by  Phi- 


>4 

15 


lippo  Laura. 


Over  three  doors. 


16.  Floly  family,  by  Matteo  Ponzoni. — A moIU 
uncommon  hand,  and  a veiy  fine  pifture. 

17.  Murder  of  Innocents,  by  Sebaflian  Bourdon. 

18.  The  death  of  Jofeph;  our  Saviour  and  the 
Virgin  attending  him,  by  Velafco. 


On 
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On  the  fide  of  the  Chimney. 

19.  A Chrldopher,  by  Elflieimer. — A very  fmall 
pifture.  Hei'e  is  a common  error  among  the  Rornan 
Catholic  painters.  In  the  diftant  lanchkip  is  an  her- 
mit, with  an  oratory  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  at  the  time 
that  St.  Chriftopher  is  carrying- Jefus,  yet  a child. — 
At  Bologna  there  is  an  old  pifture  of  the  Salutation, 
•where  the  angel  finds  the  Virgin  Mary  praying  be- 
fore a crucifix,  with  the  OlEcium  Beatte  Virginis  in 
Jler  hand. 

• The  deling. 

Minerva  trampling  upon  Envy,  by  Kent.  ' ^ 

t 

I 

The  Marble  Parlour. 

On  the  fide  next  the  cabinet. 

1 . Henry  Darn'ers,  earl  of  Danby,  ivliole  length,^, 

by  Vandyke. dliis  lord  was  created  a baron  by 

James  I.  and  made  Knight  of  the  Garter  and  earl  by 
Charles  I. 

On  the  fide  next  the  hall. 

2.  Sir  Thomas  Wharton,  Knight  of  the  Bath,  by 
ditto. — From  the  Wharton  colleftion. 

Over  tzuo  doors. 

3.  I Two  fruit-pieces,  by  Michael  Angelo  Cam- 

4.  j pidoglio. 

From  Mr.  Scawen’s  colle6lion. 

Over  another  door. 

5.  The  Afeenfion,  by  Paul  Veronefe. 

Over  the  other. 

6.  The  Apollles  after  the  Afeenfion,  by  ditto. 

> One 

t 


One  entire  fide  of  tliis  room  is  marble,  with  al- 
coves for  fide-boards,  fupported  with  columns  of 
Plymouth  marble.  Over  the  chimney  is  a fine  piece 
of  alto  relie\)o  in  flatuary  marble,  after  the  antique,  ' 
by  RyilDrack ; and  before  one  of  the  tables,  a large 
granite  ciflern. 


The  Grand  Hall. 

The  hall  is  a cube  of  forty  feet,  rvith  a ftone  gal-  . 
lery  round  three  fidcs.  The  deling  and  the  frieze  of  , 
boys  are  by  Altari.  The  bafs-refiefs  over  the  chim-  ' 
ney  and  doors  are  from  the  antique. 

The  figures  over  the  great  door,  and  the  boys  over  ; 
the  Idfer  doors,  are  by  Rjirfbrack. 


In  the  frieze  are  bafs-reliefs  of  fir  Robert  Walpole 
and  Catherine  his  firfl  lady  ; and  of  Robert  lord  ^ 
Walpole  (their  eldefl  fonj  and  Margaret  Rolles  his 
lady. 


From  the  deling  now  hangs  a very  fine  chande- 
lier, in  the  room  of  a gilt  lanthorn,  which  was  fold 
to  the  earl  of  Cheflerfield.  The  chandelier  was 
bought  at  lord  Cholmondcley’s  fale,  174S,  by  the 

prefent  earl  of  Orford. Party  gave  out  at  the . 

firfl  putting  up  the  lanthorn  in  fir  Robert  Walpole’s 
lime,  that  he  gave  a bail  upon  the  occafion,  ^nd 
eighteen  couple  danced  in  it ; this  was  circulated  in 
the  Craftfman  and  other  political  papers  of  the  day. 
The  lanthorn  was  far  unequal  to  the  grandeur  of 
the  hall,  and  was  therefore  with  great  judgment  taken 
down  by  the  prefent  earl  of  Orford. 


-i 


Before  a nich  over-againfl  the  chimney  is  a fine  ‘ 
flatue  of  Laocoon  and  his  two  Ions,  flung  to  death  ' 
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W ferpcnts ; eaft  in  bronze  by  G-irardon.  It  was 
bought  by  lord  Walpole  at  Paris,  and  cod  a thou- 
fand  guineas. 

Over  the  chimney  is  a buft  of  lord  Orford,  by 
Ryfbrack. 


On  the  tables,  the  Tyber  and  the  Nile,  in  bronze, 
from  the  antiques  in  thc  capitol  at  Rome. 

Two  vafes  in  bronze,  from  the  antiques  in  the  • 
villas  of  Medici  and  Borghefe  at  Rome. 

The  bud  of  anvoman,  a mod  beautiful  antique. 

The  bud  of  a Roman  emprefs,  antique. 

Oh  Terms  and  Gonjoles  round  the  Hall,  are  the  following 
Bujls  and  Heads. 

Marcus  Aurelius,'  antique,. 

Trajan,  ditto.  .u 

.Septimius  Severus,  ditto.. 

Commodus,  dittg 

The  two  lad  were  given  to  Gen.  Churchill  by  / 
Cardinal  Alb^ni,  ahd  by  him  to  hr  Robert. 

A young  Plercules,  ditto. 

Baccio  Bandinelli,  by  himfelf. 

Faudina  fenior,  antique. 

A young  Commodus,  antique. 

Homer,  modem. — Fkhod,  ditto'. 

Jupiter,  antique. — A philofopher,  ditto. 

Hadrian,  ditto. — Pollux,  ditto. 


I Heads. 


hi 
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In  the  Pajfage  to  the  Gallery  are, 

iRome — Minerva — Antlnous — Apollo — Belvedere, 
by  Caraillo  Rufeoni. 

A philofopher’s  head. 

Julia  pia  Severi,  antique. 

In  the  vellibule,  in  niches,  are  fix  vafes  of  Voh 
terra  alabafter. 

Cieling  of  the  Hall. — Arms  of  the  family. 

t 

The  great  Stair-cafe. 

Upon  four  Doric  pillars  is  a fine  call,  in  bronze, 
of  the  Gladiator,  byjohn  of  Boulogne. — Given  by 
Thomas  late  earl  of  Pembroke. 

Huntings,  with  proper  Ornaments,  by  Kent. 

The  Dining  Parlour  above  Stairs. 

' Over  the  chimney  is  fome  fine  pear-tree  carving, 
by  Grindelin  Gibbins  ; and  in  the  middle  hangs 

1.  A portrait  of  him  by  fir  Godf.  Kncllcr. 

’Tis  a mafter-piece,  and  equal  to  any  of  Vandyke’s. 

On  the  right  hand  of  the  chimney. 

2.  King  William  on  horfeback,  by  ditto — .\n  ex- 
ceeding fine  (ketch  for  the  large  equeflrian  pidure, 
which  fir  Godfrey  afterwards  executed  very  ill  at 
Hampton-Court,  and  with  fcveral  alterations. 

q.  Holy  family,  with  St.  Francis  and  Catherine, 
by  Raphael  da  Reggio,  fcholar  of  Zucchero. 

4.  Architefture,  by  Steenwych. — A fine  pi£lure, 
in  perfpedivc. 


On 
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On  the  left  hand  of  the  chimney. 

5.  King  George  I.  on  horfeback,  companion  to 
No.  2.  but  ill  finiQied.  Tbe  figure  is  by  fir  Godfrey 
Kneller,  which  he  took  from  the  king  at  Guildford 
horfe-race.  The  horfe  is  new  painted  by  Wooton. 

6.  Stud  of  horfes,  by  Woovermans. 

7.  Venus  bathingj  and  Cupids  with  a carr,  &c. 
by  Andrea  Sacchi. 

Over  one  door. 

8.  Mrs.  Ann  Lee,  daughter  to  fir  Henry  Lee,  by 
fir  Peter  Lely. — She  was  m.arried  to  Mr.  Wharton, 
afterwards  created  a marquis ; and  was  herfelf  a ce-. 
lebrated  poetefs.  Vid.  Waller’s  poems. 

Over  the  other  door. 

9.  Mrs.  Jane  Deering,  miftrefs  to.  the  marquis  of 
Wharton,  by  fir  Peter  Lely. 

At  the  end  next  the  Hall, 
the  center. 

1.  A Cook's  Shop,  by  Martin  de  Vos,  who  was 

Snydc^-’s  mailer,  and  in  this  pi6lure  has  excelled  any 

thing  done  by  his  fcholar : it  is  as  large  as  life. — • 

There  is  .a  greyhound  fnaiiing  at  a cat,  in  a inoll 

mallcrlv  manner. 

/ 

. Under  it. 

2.  The  fchool  of  Athens,  by  Le  Bmn. — After 
Raphael’s  fine  pi6lure  in  the  Vatican. 

On  the  right  hand. 

3.  A man  in  his  fliirt,  by  Salvator  Rofa^ 

4.  Inigo  Jones,  by  Vandyke. 

3.  Rembrandt’s  wife,  by  Rembrandt. 

F 
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On  ihe  left  hand. 

6.  Rubens’s  wife,  by  Rubens. 

7.  Mr.  Lock,  by  fir  Godfrey  Knellcr. This  is 

the  only  original  pidurc  of  Mr.  Lock,  and  was 
bought^  of  one  Geechy,  brother  to  the  doftor. 

' 8.  A Spanifli  poet  writing,  by  fir  Godfrey  Kncller. 

His  name  was  Jofeph  Carreras. 

At  the  End  next  the  Library.- 
In  the  center. 

1.  A Cook’s  Shop,  by  Teniers. — ’Tis  in  his  very 
beft  manner.  There  are  feveral  figures ; in  particu- 
lar his  own,  in  a hawking  habit,  with  fpaniels  ; and 
in  tlic  middle  an  old  blind  fiflierman,  finely  painted. 

Under  it. 

2.  A Bacchanalian,  by  Rubens.— Tis  not  a very 
pleafant  pidture ; but  the  flcfli  of  the  Silenus  and 
the  female  fatyrs  are  highly  coloured.  There  is 

• a fmall  defign  for  this  pidlure,  revers’d,  in  the  great 
duke’s  tribune  at  Florence. 

On  the  right  hand. 

3.  Erafmus,  by  Holbein. 

4.  Francis  Halls,  mafter  to  fir  Godfrey  Knellcr, 

by  Halls.  , 

5.  S%  Thomas  Challoner,  by  Vandyke. — .\n  ad- 
mirile  portrait.  Sir  Thomas  was  governor  to  Hen- 
ry prince  of  Wales.  Vid.  Strafford  papers,  \ol.  i. 
page  490. 

On  the  left  hand. 

^ 6.  Sir  Thomas  Greflram,  founder  of  Grcfham  col- 

lege, by  Antonio  More. 

7.  A 
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7.  A friars  liead,  by  Rubens. 

8,  The  Nativity,  by  Carlo  Cignani. — ^The  thought 
of  this  piflure  is  borrowed,  as  it  has  often  been  by 
other  painters,  from  the  famous  Notte  of  Coreggio, 
at  Modetia,  where  all  the  light  of  the  pi6lurc  flows 
from  the  child. 

Over  doors. 

Two  landfcapes  of  ruins,  by  Viviano. 

In  the  Library. 

Over  the  chimney. 

King  George  I.  full  length,  in  his  cOTonatidfl 
robes,  by  fir  Godfrey  Kneller.-^’Tis  the  only  pidurO 
for  which  he  ever  fat  in  England. 

The  little  Bed-chamber. 

This  room  is  all  wainfcotted  with  mahogony,  and 
the  bed,  which  is  of  painted  taflety,  hands  in  an 
alcove  of  the  fame  wood. 

Over  the  chimney  is  an  half  length,  by  Dahl,  of* 
Catherine  Shorter,  firll  wife  of  fir  Robert  Walpole, 
cddefl  daughter  of  John  Shorter,  efq.  of  Bybrook  in 
Kent,  by  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  fir  Erafmus  Philips, 
of  Pidon  Caftle  in  Perabrokefliire.  This  is  an  ex- 
icellent  good  portrait. 

Oppojile  to  it. 

A portrait  of  Maria  Skerrett,  fecond  wife  to  fir'* 
Robert  Walpole,  by  Vanloo. 

m 

The  Gallery. 

’Tis  feventy-three  feet  long  by  twenty-one  feet 
high ; the  middle  rifes  eight  feet  higher,  with  win- 
dows all  around  j the  cicling  is  a defign  of  Serlio’s 

ha  in 
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in  the  inner  library  of  wSt.  Mark’s  in  Venice,  and  was 
brought  from  ihcnce  by  Mr.  Horace  Walpole,  jun. 
The  frieze  is  taken  from  the  Sibyl’s  temple  at  Tivo- 
li. There  are  two  chimneys,  and  the  whole  room 
is  hung  with  Norv\ddi  damafk.  It  was  intended  ori- 
ginally for  a §reen-houfc,  but  on  fir  Robert  Wal- 
pole’s refigning  his  employments,  Feb.  9,  1742,  he 
brought  down  all  his  pi6lures  from  Down  in  g- dree  t 
houfc,  which  belongs  always  to 'the  fird  lord  of  the 
treafurv  ; and  the  year  following  this  room  was  fitted 
tip  for  them. 

On  the  Jouth  Jidc, 

1 . A fruit-market,  by  Rubens  and  Snyder. 

2.  Horatius  Codes  defending  the  bridge,  by  Mo- 

ia. ^^Fhus  deferibed  by  Livy,  lib.  ii.  cap.  10. 

“ Ouum  hodcs  adedent,  pro  fe  cjuifq:  8c c\  Grata 
“ erga  tantam  virtutem  civitas  fuit:  datua  in  comi- 
“ tio  pofita:  Agri  cpiantum  uno  die  circumaravit, 
“ datum;  privata  quoque  inter  Publicos  Honores 
“ dudia  eminebant;  namin  inagna  inopia  pro  do- 
“ niedicis  copiis  unufquifque  ei  aliquid,  fraudans 
“ fe  ipfe  vidu  fuo,  contulit.” 

3.  'Fwo  women,  (an  emblematical  pidure)  by  Pa- 
ris Bourdon. — From  Mr.  Flinck’s  colledion.  Some 
fay  ’tis  Harry  the  4th  of  France,  and  two  fa^'Ourite 
midreffes,  fillers  to  each  other,  The  late  lord  Or- 
ford  himfelf  was  at  a lofs  about  it. 

4.  Holy  family,  by  Old  Palma,— From  Monfieur 
I’linck’s  colledion. 

5.  A Bacchanal,  (companion  to  Cyrus,  No.  20)  by 
Cadiglioni, — The  fubjed,  which  at  fird  feems  to 
be  the  dory  of  Orpheus,  but  certainly  is  m^t,  from 
the  principal  figures  being  thrown  into  the  didant 
landfcape,  was  guefs’d  by  lord  Orford  to  be  taken 
from  this  danza  of  the  igth  ode,  lib.  2.  of  Horace. 
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Bacchura  in  remotis  cannina  Rupibus 
Vidi  docentem : (Credite  pofteri) 

Nyiiipbafq;  dilcentes,  ct  aures 
Capripedum  Satyrorum  acutas. 

G.  A cart  overturning  by  moonfliine,  by  Rubens. 
-r-It  was  lord  Cadogan’s. 

7,  Africa,  a landfcape,  by  Paul  Brill. 

s’  An  old  woman  litting  in  her  chair,  by  Rubens. 
— Bought  at  Mr.  Scawen’s  fale.  _ _ • 

9.  Cupid  burning  anuour,  by  Elizabetta  Sirani, 

Guido’s  favourite  Icholar. 

10.  Ulurer  and  wile,  by  Quintin  Matfis,  the  black- 

fmith  of  Antwerp. ^This  pifture  is  finifhed  with 

the  greateft  labour  and  exaftnefs  imaginable,  and 
was  painted  for  a family  in  France.  It  differs  very 
little  from  one  at  Windfor,  which  he  did  for  king 
Charles  I. 

In  the  center. 

1 1 . Lionefs  and  two  lions,  by  Rubens. — Nothing 
can  be  livelier,  or  in  a greater  Bile,  than  the  attitude 
of  the  lionefs. 

12.  Architecture,  by  Julio  Romano. ^’Tis  a' 

kind  of  a .flreet,  with  various  marble  palaces  in  per- 
fpecSive,  like  the  Strada  Nuova  at  Genoa.  The 
buildings  and  bafs-reliefs  are  extremely  fine;  the 
latter,  efpccially,  are  fo  like  the  hand  of  Polydorc, 
that  we  fliould  rather  think  that  this  picture  is  by 
that  mafler  dian  by  Julio  Romano,  whofe  it  is  called. 

, There  are  fomc  figures,  but  very  poor  ones  ; and 
undoubtedly  not  by  the  fame  hand  as  the  refl  of  the 
piclure.  There  is  an  officer  kneeling  by  a woman, 
who  fliew'S  the  Virgin  and  Child  in  the  clouds  fitting 
under  a rainbowc— About  the  year  1325,  Julio  Ro- 
mano made  defigns  for  Aretine’s  Putana  EiTantc, 
which  were  engraved  by  Marc  Antonio,  for  which 
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the  latter  was  put  in  prifon,  and  Julio  fled  to  Man- 
tua, Two  years  after  Rome  was  fack’d  bv  Charles 
V.  who  made  public  proceffions  and  prayers  for  the 
delivery  of  the  Pope,  (Clement  VII.)  whom  he  kept 
in  prifon.  ’Tis  fuppofed  the  figure  kneeling  in  this 
pifiure  is  Charles  V.  who  is  prompted  by  religion 
to  afk  pardon  of  the  Virgin  (above  in  the  clouds) 
for  having  fo-  ill  treated  the  Pope,  The  figure  fit- 
ting on  the  fleps  is  certainly  Aretine,  and  the  man 
in  prifon  in  the  corner  Marc  Antonio.  Vid.  Bayle 

in  artic.  Aretine. This  picture  was  a prefent  to 

lord  Orford  from  general  Charles  Churchill. 

13.  Old  W'Oman  reading,  by  Boll. — An  extreme 
fine  protrait,  bought  at  the  duke  of  Portland’s  fale 
when  he  went  governor  to  Jamaica. 

14.  The  Holy  h'amily,  by  Camillo  Proccacino. — - 
A groupe  of  heads. 

13.  Job’s  friends  bringing  him  prefents,  by  Gui- 
do.— A fine  piflure,  which  he  has  executed  in  large, 
and  in  his  brightefl  manner.  In  the  'church  of  the 
Mendicants  at  Bologna,  this  is  dark;  but  there  is 
moll  mafterly  fkill  in  the  naked,  and  in  the  difpofi- 
tion  of  the  figures. 

16.  Marcus  Curtius  leaping  into  the  gulph,  by 

Mola. An  exceeding  fine  pidure.  There  are 

multitudes  of  figures,  fine  attitudes,  and  great  ex- 
prcfTiqns  of  paffion.  To  ornament  the  diflant  prof- 
pe£l,  he  has  committed  forae  anacronifms,  by  plac- 
ing among  the  buildings  an  amphitheatre,  w’hich  was 
of  far  later  invention,  and  the  pantheon  with  the 
portico  of  Agrippa.  Now  Pompey  w^as  the  firfl  who 
made  a lading  theatre:  before  him  they  were  tem- 
porary, and  often  deflroycd  by  publick  authority. 
Statilius  Taurus  built  the  firfl  amphitheatre,  in  the 
fourth  confulfliip  of  Aug^uflus.  This  a^Hon  of  Cur- 
tius happened  in  the  yc«  391  U.  C.  and  the  portico 
Vvas  built  by  Agrippa  (who  died  741  U.  C.)  in  hi§ 
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third  confulfliip,  as  appears^  by  the  infcription  flili 
rernaining  • ^L  Agnppa  L.  h.  Cof.  III.  fecit.  The 
ftory  of  this  exploit  is  thus  told  by  Livy:  “ Eodcia 
“ Anno  (viz.  U.  C.  391)  leu  motu  terrce,  &c.”  lib. 

7.  cap.  6. — ^This  pi^.ure,  and  its  companion,  be- 
longed to  Gibbins  the  carver. 

ij.  Fowl  market,  by  Rubens  and  Snyder. 

iS.  Europe,  a fine  lancifcape,  companion  to  No.  7, 
by  Paul  Brill. — ^The  figures  by  Dominichino. 

ig.  Dives  and  Lazarus,  by  Paul  Veroneze.— — 
There  are  few  ol  him  better  than  this : the  building 
is  particularly  good.  It  belonged  to  hlonfieur^de 
Morville,  fecretary  of  Rate  in  France. 

Qo.'Expofing  of  Cyrus,  by  Cafliglionl. This 

fubjeil  is  taken 'from  Jullin,  lib.  i.  cap.  4, 

21.  Adoration  of  Ihepherds,  (companion  to  No. 

4.)  by  Old  Palma. ^This  is  taken  from  the  col: 

lecHon  of  Monfieur  de  la  Vrilliere,  fecretary  of  Rate 
in  France.  It  coR  300I. 

22.  Shepherd  and  fhepherdefs,  by  Carlo  Cignanl. 

On  the  Wejl. 

1.  Abraham’s  facrifice,  by  Rembrandt. Abra- 

ham’s head  and  the  naked  body  of  Ha^c  are  very 
fine.  The  painter  has  avoided  much  ol  the  horror 
of  the  Ror)9  by  making  Abraham  cover  the  boy’s 
face,  to  hide  the  horror  from,  himlell. 

2.  Scipio’s  continence,  by  Nicola  Pouffin. » 

Painted  with  all  the  purity  and  propriety  of  an  an- 
cient bafs-relief.  The  Rory  is  told  by  Livy,  lib.  26. 

cap.  30.  “ Captiva  delude,  8cc.” Phis  pidlure 

likewife  belonged  to  Monfieur  de  Morville. 

In  the  center. 

3.  Abraham,  Sarah,  and  Hagar,  (Gen,  xvi.)  by 
Pietro  Cortona. — The  great  duke  has  a fmall  Iketch 
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for  this,  but  rcverfed,  and  with  the  Sarah  and  other 
figures  at  a diftance : the  Hagar  is  much  fairer  than 
in  this. 

4.  Child  in  the  manger,  by  Guido  Reni)  or  the 
adoration  of  the  fliepherds,  odagon. — A mod  per- 
fe£l;  and  capital  pidure,  not  inferior  to  the  Dodors, 
The  beauty  of  the  Virgin,  the  delicacy  of  her  and 
the  child,  (which  is  the  fame  as  in  the  Simeon’s 
arms  in  the  faloon)  the  awe  of  the  fhepherds,  and 
the  chiaro  ofeuro  of  the  whole  piflure,  which  is  in 
the  finefh  prefervation,  are  all  incomparable.  You 
fee  the  fliepherds  ready  to  cry  out  one  to  another, 
“ Deus,  Deus  iile,  menalca!”  There  is  one  of  this 
fame  defign  in  the  church  of  the  Chartreufe  at  Na- 
ples, large  as  life,  oblong,  with  many  more  figures, 
but  unfinifiied.  This  belonged  to  M.  dc  Morville. 
It  coft  500I. 

5.  Old  man  and  flicks,  by  Salvator  Rofa. 

6.  Mofes  flriking  the  rock,  (companion  to  No.  2.) 

by  Nicola  Pouffin. There  is  a great  fault  in  this 

pifture.  Mofes  is  by  no  means  the  principal  figure  ; 
nor  is  he  flriking  the  rock  angrily,  and  with  a great  air, 
but  feems  rather  feraping  out  the  water.  The  third 
in  all  the  figures,  the  piety  in  the  young  man  lifting 
his  father  to  the  dream,  and  the  devotion  in  others, 
arc  extremely  fine.  It  was  painted  for  Stella,  and 
bought  of  a French  nobleman  in  the  beginning  of 
the  lad  war  between  France  and  the  emperor  Charles 

' VI.  who  declared  he  fold  it  to  pay  for  his  campaign 
equipage. 


Qn  the  Mrth,  or  Chimney  Side. 

1.  Fifh  market,-  by  Rubens  and  Snyder. 

2.  A fea-port,  by  Claude  Lorain.- A very  fine 

piclurc.  There  is  a bright  fun  playing  on  the  wha- 
ler, and  the  whole  fliiue  of  the  pidure  is  in  his 

very 
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vcrv  beft  manner.  It  belonged  to  Monfieur  de 
Morville. 

A landfcape,  by  Gafper  PoufTin. — ’Tis  in  liis 
dark  manner,  but  fine.  This  and  No.  14,  its  com- 
panion, were  in  the  collefiion  of  the  marquis  di 
Mari. 

Over  the  chimney. 

4.  Is  that  capital  picture,  and  the  firfi;  in  this  col- 
leSion,  the  Dodors  of  the  church.  They  are  con- 
fulting  on  the  immaculate  conception  of  the  Virgin, 
who  is  above  in  the  clouds.  This  has  been  a mofl 
controverted  point  in  the  Romifh  church. 

In  the  year  1387,  the  Dominicans  were  expelled 
the  univerfity  of  Paris  for  opppfing  the  dodrine  of 
the  immaculate  conception,  and  many  of  them  were 
killed. 

In  1438  the  Council  of  Bafil  declared  "it  imma- 
culate; and,  lafily,  in  16  35,  Alexander  VII.  pe- 
remptorily determined  it  to  be  fo. 

In  this  pidure,  which  is  by  Guido,  in  his  bright- 
cll  manner,  and  perfedly  preferved,  there  are  fix  old 
men  as  large  as  life.  The  expreflion,  drawing,  de- 
fign  and  colouring,  wonderfully  fine.  In  the  clouds 
is  a beautiful  virgin  all  in  white,  and  before  her  a 
fweet  little  angel  flying.  After  fir  Robert  had  bought 
this  pidure,  and  it  was  gone  to  Civita  Vecchia  to  be 
fliipped  for  England,  Innocent  XIII.  then  pope,  re- 
manded it  back,  as  being  too  fipe  to  be  iet  go  out  of 
Rome  ; but  on  hearing  who  had  bought  it,  he  gave 
permiffion  for  its  being  fent  away  again.  It  w-as  in 
the  colledion  of  the  marquis  Angeli. — ^'Phis  pidure 
cofl  700I. 

5.  Jocunda,  a fmith’s  wife,  reckoned  the.hand- 
foincli  woman  of  her  time,  by  Lionardo  de  Vinci. — 
She  was  millrefs  to  Erancis  1.  king  of  Fiance.  She 
vvould  often  fit  half  naked,  with  mufick,  for  fevcral 
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hours  together,  to  be  drawn  by  him,  Mr.  Rlchard- 
fon  has  another  of  them.  This  was  Monficur  dc 
M Orville’s. 

Mezeray  calls  her  La  Ferroniere,  and  fays,  her 
hufband  being  enraged  at  the  king’s  taking  her, 
caught  on  purpofe  a very  violent  dillemper,  which 
he  communicated  through  her  to  the  king,  who  ne- 
ver recovered  it.  The  lame  flory  is  told  of  lord 
Southeflc  and  king  James  II.  when  duke  of  York. 

6.  Holy  Family,  with  angels,  by  Valerio  Cof- 
telli. 

7.  Virgin  and  child,  by  Dominichino. — Bought 
out  of  the  Zambeccari  palace  by  H.  Walpole.  It 
coll  230L 

I In  the  cenier. 

8.  Meleager  and  Atalanta,  by  Rubens.  A car- 
toon, larger  than  life,  brought  out  of  Flanders  by 
general  Wade.  It  being  defigned  foi  tapeflr\ , all 
the  weapons  arc  in  the  left  hand  of  the  figures.  Vid. 

Ovid's  Metamorph,  lib.  3. 

g.  Apollo,  by  Catuarini,  contemporary  with 

Guido.  , r.  . , A I 

10.  Eagle  and  Ganvmiede,  by  Michael  Angelo 

Buonoretti. A fubjeft  often  repeated,  but  with 

alterations.  The  king  has  one  larger,  and  the  queen 
of  Hungary  another,  painted  in  Teniers’s  gallef)'. 
There  is  another  in  the  Alticri  palace  at  Rome. 

11.  The  Salutation,  by  Albano. — A fine  finiflicd 
picture.  Tlie  angels  are  nmch  the  fame  with  thofe 
in  the  great  pi6fure  by  this  mailer  in  the  faloon. 

Over  the  other  chimne)'. 

1 2.  The  prodigal  fon,  by  Salvator  Rofa.  ^This 
fine  pifture  was  brought  out  of  Italy  by  fir  Robert 

Gearc,  and  carried  back  by  him  when  he  went  to 
^ ’ live 
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live  there.  Upon  his  death  it  was  fent  back  to  Eng- 
land to  be  fold.  It  coft  lord  Orford  500I, 

13.  Herb  market,  by  Rubens  and  Snyder. 

N.  B.  Befides  thefe  four  markets  by  Snyder,  viz. 
fowl,  fifli,  fruit  and  herbs,  there  are  two  more  of 
tliem  at  Munich,  an  horfe  and  flefli  market. 

14.  A landfcape,  by  Gafper  Pouffin. — Companion 
to  No.  3. 

15.  A calm  fea,  by  Claude  Lorain. — Companion 
to  No.  2.  A moft  plealing  pifture.  There  are  two 
figures  on  the  fore  ground,  Apollo  and  the  Sybil. 
She  is  taking  up  an  handful  of  fand,  for  every  grain 
of  which  file  was  to  live  a year.  Apollo  granted 
her  this  boon  as  the  price  of  her  perfon,  which  af- 
terwards file  refufed  him.  The  promontory  is  de- 
figned  for  Cumre,  the  refidence  of  the  Sybil.— ^ — - 
Among  the  buildings  are  the  ruins  of  the  Caftellum 
Aqute  Martiae,  with  the  trophies  of  Marius,  which 
arc  now  placed  in  the  capitol. 

On  the  Eqjl. 

1.  Mofes  in  the  bullruflies,  by  Lc  Sccur. — Given- 
bv  the  duke  of  Montas;ue. 

/ ^ • V • 

2.  Sheep  and  cows,  by  Tcnier^ — ^ — In  his  bed 
manner. 

3.  The  Lad  Supper,  by  Raphael. It  was  in 

ihe  Arundel  colleflion,  and  is  printed  in  the  cata- 
logue oi  thofe  pitlures : from  thence  it  came  into 
the  pofTefTion  of  the  earl  of  Yarmouth,  and  from 
him  to  Hr  John  Holland,  of  whom  lord  Orford 
bought  it.  It  is  in  fine  prefervation. 

, Over  the  door, 

4.  A dead  Chrift,  by  Ludovico  Caracci. 

5.  Wife  mens  offering,  by  Carlo  Maratti.-— He 
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has  painted  another  of  them  in  the  church  of  the 
Venetian  St.  Mark  at  Rome. 

6.  A landfcape,  with  a cafcade  and  fhecp,  by 
Gafper  PoulTin. — A very  fine  pifture.  It  was  bought 
at  the  late  earl  of  Halifax’s  fale. 

7.  Solomon’s  Idolatry.  1 Kings  xi.  by  Stella. — r 
’Tis  painted  on  black  and  gold  marble,  which  is  left 
untouched  in  many  places  for  the  ground.  There 
arc  many  figures  finely  finiflied,  and  feveral  beauti- 
ful airs  of  wpmens  heads. 

% 

Upon  the  marble  table,  a dead  Chrifl:. ' 

The  prefent  earl  of  Orford  has  mofi;  generoufiy 
given  leave  to  Mr.  Boydcll  to  take  dra^vings  of  the 
mpfl  capital  piftures  in  this  colledion,  to  be  engraved 
for  the  infpedion  of  the  public,  and  thefe  drawings 
have  been  executed  in  a moft  maflerly  manner  by 
thofe  two  ingenious  artifts,  Mr.  Jofeph  and  Mr, 
George  Farrington,  who  are  greatly  deferving  the  t, 
patronage  of  all  noble  encouragers  of  arts  and  fci-  1 
ences,  like  the  prefent  carl  of  Orford.  | 

The  arms  of  this  earl  are ; topaz,  on  a fefs,  be-  f 
tween  two  chevrt^ns,  diamond,  three  crofs  crollets  of  » 

the  field, the  crefl;  on  a wreath,  the  bull  of  a | 

man  fide-faced,  couped  proper ; on  his  head  a ducal  f 
coronet,  and  therein  a long  cap,  ruby,  charged  with  | 
a Catherine  wheel,  and  taflelled  at  the  top,  which  | 
was  the  crefl  of  the  Robferts. -^Supporters,  on  the  i 
dexter  fide,' an  antelope,  pearl,  attired  proper;  rm-l 
guled,  topaz,  and  gorged  with  a collar  exchequette,  I 
topaz  and  fapphire,  with  a golden  chain  affixed  f 
thereto,  parting  between  his  fore  legs,  and  reflexed  I 
over  his  back.  On  the  finifter,  an  hart,  pearl,  at-  ff 
tired  proper,  unguled  and  gorged  with  like  collar  f 
and  chain,  Motto,  “ Fari  qua?  fentiat.’’  I 
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It  is  to  be  obfervcd  that  this  account  of  the  fami- 
Iv  is  taken  chiefly  from  ancient  records,  and  for  a 
larger  account,  Mr.  Collins  on  the  peeiage,  may  be 
confulted. 

The  church  of  Houghton  is  a regular  pile,  hav- 
ing a nave,  a north  and  fouth  ifle  covered  with  lead, 
wkh  a fteeple,  and  is  dedicated  to  St.  Martin* 


This  church  was  rebuilt  by  fir  Robert  W^alpole^ 
and  in  the  middle  of  it  was  made  a vault  for  the 
family,  and  fir  Robert,  with  his  e.’defl  fon,  the  late 
earl  of  Orford,  are  interred  in  it. 

At  the  weft  end  of  the  nave  is  a monument,  raifed 
about  a foot  from  the  pavement,  in  form  of  a cof- 
fin ; on  the  lid  or  cover,  which  is  an  entire  piece  of 
grey  marble,  is  carved  a curious  antique  figure  of 
a prior,  or  abbot,  in  his  robes,  his  hands  fpread  on 
his  breaft,  above  them  a crofs,  his  head  fliaven,  a 
dtemon  couchant  at  his  feet.  It  appears  to  liave 
been  made  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  in  memoiy  of 
a prior  of  C oxford,  from  whence,  as  tradition  re- 
ports, it  was  brought  here  'after  its  dilTolution. 

Near  to  this,  on  a marble  gravc-ftonc,  with  a 

plate  of  brafs,  Orate  p.  am.  Packard 

de  Howeton,  qui  obt.  xvii  Die  Januar.  A°.  Dm. 

M.  VC.  x°. 

On  the  pannels  of  the  fereen,  between  the  nave 
and  chancel,  are  the  arms  ol  Walpole,  impaling 

Harfike; or,  on  a fels,  between  two  dievronells, 

three  crofs  croflets,  fable,  Walpole ; and  or,  a chief 
indented  fable,  Harlike ; alfo  Walpole  impaling, 
azure,  fretty  argent,  Echinghara. 


At 
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At  the  eafl  end  of  the  fonth  iflc  lie  feVcral  mar- 
ble grave-flones,  viz  Walpole,  in  a lozenge,  and 
M.  S.  — Catkcrina,  Jilia  naLu  maxima  jrrcehonorabilis 
Roherti  Walpole  et  Donmce  Gather,  uxoris,  nata  30, 
Mail  1703,  denata  11,  061.  1722. — Edwardus  \VaE 
pole  Ariniger,  filius  nalu  maximus  Roherti  et  Maries,  Je~ 
pultus  ejl,  3°.  Fehr.  1697  ALiat.  22°.  with  die  arms 

of  Walpole. Mary  Turner,  born  April  2?>th  1693, 

buried  January  21,  1694;  and  Mary  Turner,  born 
Jidy  19,  1696,  both  daughters  of  Sir  Charles  Turner, 
lint,  and  Mary  his  loife. 

Hie  jacet  Roberius  Walpole  Armig;  juxta  Sujannnm 
uxorein,  fliam  Edv.^  Barkham  de  Southacre  in  com. 
Aarf.  Militis,  qua  obt.  A°.  Dni.  1622;  natus  fuit  23 
Sept.  A°.  Dni.  1593,  denatus  fuit  JeJlo  San 6li  Philippi 
et  Jacobi  A.  D.  1663,  with  the  arms  of  ^Valpolc, 
impaling,  argent  three  pallets  gules,  and  a chevron 
over  all,  or,  Barkham. 

In  the  chancel  lie  feveral  marble  grave-flones. — 
Maria  uxor  Robti.  Walpole  Armiger;  quam  Jiliam  ha- 
. huit  unicam  Galfridus  Burioell,  miles,  de  Rougham,  in. 
agro  Suffolc.  Annos  nata  ad  ocio  et  quinquaginta  mor- 
tem, obt.  14  Martii  1711.  With  the  arms  of  Wal- 
pole, and  in  an  efcutcheon  of  pretence; — or,  a 
chevron  ermine,  between  three  burdock  leaves  pro- 
per, Buiw'^ell. — ' — Robertas  Walpole  Armigi  Jilius  nalu 
maximus,  Edw.  militis  Balnei  et  Sufanna,  hie  Jepultus 
fl  decimo  o6lavo  die  A6oa.  A° . Dm.  iqoo,  AJat.  Jua 
Quinquagcfimo,  Ex  decern  quos  geniiit  filiis,  Juperfue- 
Tunt  Robertas,  Horatio,  Galfridus ; ex  Jiliahus  feptem, 
Maria,  Dorothea  et  Sufanna.  With  the  arms  of  Wal- 
pole and  BurwclL,  • • • 

H.  I.  Horatio  Walpole  Armig;  films  natu  minor  Edw. 
Walpole.  Balnei  militis,  qui  obt.  Quin^uagenarius,  17 
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OB.  A.  D.  1717,  with  Walpole  Impaling,  quarterly, 
ermine  and  azure,  a crofs  or,  Ofbom, 

Hk  fitus  eji  Edv,  Walpole,  Balnei  Miles,  Rohi.  Wal- 
pole, annig.  Jilius,  qui  Sufannain,  Robli.  Crane,  Baro- 
de  Chilton,  in  agro  Stiff,  filiam  mmubio  fibi  junyi- 
it,  major  quad)' aginta  quinq.  annos,  1%  die  Marhi,  1667, 
morte  pia  illujtravit. 

' ^ ■ n 

Ccetera-  fi  qiiitras  narrahit  fama  JupcrJtes. 

Walpole,  and  in  an  efcutcheon  of  pretence,— argent, 
a fefs  between  three  crofs  croflets  fitchee,  gules. 
Crane. 

Domina  Suf anna  a latere  Edv.  Walpole,  Balnei  Mi- 
litis,  hie  .conditnr,  quot  obt.  7 Julii,  A°.  Dorn.  1667, 
,£teit.  35. 

The  patronage  is  in  the  prefent  earl  of  Orford, 
and  the  vicar,  prefented  by  his  lordfliip  in  17 68,  is 
ilie  Rev.  Anthony  Carr,  vicar  of  Shernborne. 

KETTLESTON,  called  Katehuna,  and  Kettlc- 
Huna,  in  Doorafday-book.  Kat,  or  Cat,  is  the^name 
of  a river,  or  water;  thus  Catwick  in  Yorkfliirc, 
Catworth  in  Huntingclonlliire,  See.  and  Cattcr,  or 
Catre,  a river  in  Rutlandfiiire. 

Part  of  this  town  was  a ideruite  to  the  king’s  ma- 
nor of  Eakenham,  at  the  furvey,  and  held  by  king 
plarold  before  the  conquefl. 

Hauvile’s,'  or  Pomfret’s  'Manor.  This  was 
granted  to  Ralph  dc  Hauvile  by  king  Henry  II.  to 
be  held  of  the  crown  by  pctit^  Jerj canty , the  keeping 
the  king  s falcons,  together  with  Duntoii. 

After 
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After  this  it  was  poffeffed  by  fir  Robert  KnoIIyi, 
and  was  fettled  on  his  hofpital,  or  college,  at  Pom- 
fret  ; and  in  the  3d  of  Henry  V.  John  Stedman,  8cc. 
as  mailer  of  that  houfe,  was  feifed  of  a moiety  of 
this  town,  anciently  royal  demefne,  and  no  part  of 
the  dutchy  of  Lancaller. 

After  the  dilTolution  of  the  aforefaid  hofpital,  it 
Vas  granted  May  175  hi  the  3d  ol  Edward  VI.  to 
fir  William  Fermbr  and  fir  Richard  Fulmerftone,  and 
fir  William  died  feifed  of  it  in  1558;  on  whofe 
death  Catherine,  his  lady,  polfeffed  it,  and  brought 
it  by  marriage  to  Nicholas  Mynne,  efq. 

Sir  William  Drury  was  lord  in  the  2 2d  of  Eliza- 
beth, and  aliened  it,  with  the  cjlieeli’s  licence,  to 
Thomas  Taverner,  who  by  his  will,  dated  April  10, 
44th  of  the  faid  queen,  grants  the  manor  of  Pom- 
Iret’s  to  his  wife  Mary  for  life.  Robert  was  his 
fon  and  heir,  aged  31,  who  dying  September  5, 
1612,  left  by  Ann,  his  wife,  a daughter  and  foie 
heir,  Mary,  being  married  to  1‘rancis  Shouldham, 
efq.’  fon  and  heir  of  William  Shouldham,  efq.  who 
died  April,  1655,  aged  84,  whofe  immediate  heir 
and  defeendent,  Robert  Shouldham,  M.  D.  fucceed- 
cd  to  it,  and  his  heirs  at  prefent  enjoy  it;  the  prin- 
cipal of  which  is  the  Rev.  Mr.  Robert  Rolfe,  rec- 
tor of  Hilborough  near  Swalfham,  who  was  his  ne- 
phew. 


FTancis  above-mentioned  was  fon  of  \Vhlliain 
Shouldham,  efq.  and  brother  to  Humphry  Should- 
ham, elq.  the  Ibns  of  John  Shouldlram  efq.  lord 
of  Marham  and  Shouldham,  which  John  died  in 
leci,  and  Humphry  died  lord  in  1566;  tins  Wil- 
liam married  Dorothy,  daughter  of  John  Smith,  ol 
Blackmorc  in  Elfcx,  elq. 

/ Rochford  s 
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Rockford’s  Manor.  Part  of  this  town  belong- 
ed to  the  earl  Warren  s lordfliip  of  Eaft-Bafham, 

The  family  of  De  Hyndryngham  had  antiently  an 
intereft  herein : Ralph  and  William  de  Hauvile 

confirmed  by  deed,  fans  date,  to  William,  Lon  of 
Hamon  de  Hyndryngham,  aU  the  rent,  &c.  which 
they  were  to  receive  of  their  tenants  in  Kettleflon. 

In  the  28th  of  Edward  III.  fir  Saier  de  Roch- 
ford  conveyed  it  to  Ralph  de  Rochford,  his  fon, 
and  Maud  his  wife,  from  whom  it  came  to  the 
Welbys,  See. 

Sir  William  Fermor  died  pofleffed  of  it  in  the  ift 
of  Elizabeth,  and  his  lady  Catherine  brought  it  to 
Mynnes,  and  fo  came  to  Taveraer  and  Shouldham, 
as  is  above  fliewn,  being  united  to  the  manor  of 
Hauvile’s  or  Pomffet’s. 

The  lordfliip  of  Fulmondefton  extended  into  this 
town,  and  was  held  by  the  Grancourts. 

It  went  with  the  lordfhip  of  Fulmondefton,  and 
was  in  the  crown,  on  the  death  of  Henry  Stafford, 
duke  of  'Bucks,  in  the  reign  of  Richard  III. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  All  Saints,  and  is  a 
reftory. 

i 

In  the  year  1721,  the  Rev.  John  Branthwayte, 
brother  of  Miles  Branthwayte,  efq.  of  Flethel  near 
Norwich,  and  father  of  the  prefent  Miles  Branth- 
wayte, efq.  of  Taverham,  was  prefented  to  this  liv- 
ing by  the  late  king  George  I.  The  prefent  reftor 
is  the  Rev.  Mr.  James  Cory,  prefented  in  1766. 

G PENSTHORPE, 
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PENSTHORPE,  takes  its  name  from  its  feite,  i. 
thorp  or  village,  by  a river_  or  water,  called  Pen.  ^ 
In  Doomfday-book  it  is  wrote  Peneftorpa,  and  Xvas 
then  the  lordftiip  of  Rainold  Fitz-Ivo,  who  had 
many  lordlhips  granted  to  him  by  the  Conqueror, 
all  which  came  into  the  family  of  the  earls  of  Clare. 

In  the  3d  of  Edward  I.  Simon  Fitz-Richard  was 
found  to  have  the  alTize  of  bread  and  beer,  free' 
warren,  and  a gallows. 

In  1351,  fir  Hamon  de  Felton  prefented  to  the 
ledory  of  this  churchy  as  lord. 

John  Spoo  was  lord  after  this,  in  right  of  Nicho- 
laa,  daughter  and  heir  of  Richard  Fitz-Simon,  who 
in  the  13th  of  Richard  II.  conveyed  it  by  fine,  with 
the  manor  of  Bawfey,  to  fir  Robert  Carbonel,  knt. 

Sir  Richard  Carbonel,  by  his  will,  dated  Nov.  4, 
1429,  fettle^d  it  in  order  to  pay  his  debts;  andlho- 
inas  Brigge,  efq.  ol  Salle,  lord  of  this  town  and 
Wood-Dalling,  died  polfelfed  of  it  in  1444. 

Thomas  Heydon,  efq.  a younger  fon  of  fir  John 
Heydon,  was  lord  in  1^72:  in  the  29th  of  Eliza- 

beth, William  Heydon  had  a pnccipe  to  deliver  it 
to  fir  John  Cotton,  knt.  and  in  the  33d  of  that 
queen,  'Ihomas  Croft,  efq.  had  one,  to  render  it  to 
Edmtind  Stubble,  efq. 

In  the  3d  of  James  I.  Edward  Sulyard,  efq.  fon 
and  heir  of  fir  John  Sulyard,  was  found  to  die  lord 
of  this  manor. 

In  the  5th  of  Charles  I.  Francis  Houghton  was 
found  to  "die  feifed  of  it,  held  of  tfie  honour  of 
Clare, 
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fn  1720,  Anthony  Hamond,  efq.  of  Wooton,  was 
lord,  and  in  that  family  it  remains;  Richard  Ha- 
inond,  efq.  his  fon  and  heir,  poffeffed  it,  and  the 
prefent  lord  and  patron  is  Anthony  Hamond,  efq. 
of  Well-acre  High  Houfe.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Richard 
Hamond  was  prefehted  to  this  living  in  1768. 

NORTON,  or  PUDDING-NORTON,  was  an 
hamlet  or  bemite,  at  the  furvey,  belonging  to  the 
king’s  manor  of  Fakenham. 

It  is  fuppofed  to  take  its  adjunft  name  of  Pud- 
ding from  its  dirty  feite,  or  by  a flream  of  water  j 
as  Puddington,  and  Puddlebridge,  in  Devonlliire; 
Puddlemere  in  Somerfet,  &c.  , 

Edmund  de  'Lexham,  fon  of  John  de  Lexham,' 
was  lord  in  the  6th  of  Edward  I.  and  in  the  26th  of 
the  faid  king,  John  de  Lexham,  as  lord,  held  a court 
baron,  had  free  bull  and  boar,  and  the  affize  of 
bread  and  beer. 

In  the  21ft  of  Edward  il.  John  de  Mundeford^ 
as  heir  to  the  de  Lexhams,  held  this  manor  of  the 
lord  Scales,  and  he  of  the  king. 

By  marriage  it  came  to  fir  William  Tindalc,  Knt. 
of  the  Bath,  who  died  lord  in  the  12th  of  Henry 
VII.  His  grandfon  fold  it  to  Richard  Benfon,  efq. 
in  the  13th  of  Elizabeth,  who  alfo  fold  it  five  year* 
afterwards  to  Ferdinando  Paris,  elq.  of  Linton  in 
Cambridgefliire,  in  which  name  it  remained  till  i6g8. 

Sir  Francis  Andrews,  one  of  the  coheirs,  purcha- 
fing  the  rights  of  Mary,  wife  of  Charles  Hacon,  of 
Frances,  wife  of  Peregrine  Short,  and  of  Philippa, 
the  wife  of  John  Haflings,  became  lord  of  this  ma- 

G 2.  nor, 
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ror,  and  lived  tliere  in  die  year  i 700.  Sir  Francis 
defcends  from  Thomas  Andrews,  efq.  who  was  higli 
fheriih  of  Northampionfliire  in  1587,  and  attended 
at  the  execution  of  Marv  queen  of  Scots,  at  Fothe- 
ringay.  He  was  fucceeded  by  Robert  Andrews,  efq. 
of  Harleflon  in  the  faid  county,  w^ho  by  Elizabeth 
his  wife,  daughter  of  William  Gent,  efq.  was  father 
of  fir  William  Andrew's,  of  Denton  in  Northamp- 
tonfliire,  created  baronet,  December  11,  1641;  who 
by  Catherine  his  lady,  daughter  of  John  Flamflcdc, 
of  Denton,  had  two  fons ; fir  John,  the  eldeft,  dy- 
ing without  ilfue,  was  fucceeded  by  his  brother  fir 
William,  who  (by  Eleanor,  daughter  of  Edward  At- 
flow,  efq.  of  Downham-hall  in  Elfex,  and  his  wife 
Eleanor,  daughter  and  coheir  of  Philip  Paris,  efq.)  ■ 
left  at  his  death,  Auguft  13,  1684,  fir  hrancis  An- 
drews, bait.  W'ho  by  his  lady  Bridget,  daughter  of  1 
fir  Thomas  Clifton,  of  Latham  in  Lancafliire,  had  a % 
Ion,  William,  a lunatic,  and  a daughter,  Bridget, 
manied  to  Philip  Southcote,  elq.  of  Wey bridge  in 
Surry,  a younger  fon  of  fir  Edward  Southcote,  of 
Witham  in  Elfex,  who  was  the  late  lord,  fir  Francis 
having  refigned  it  to  him. 

Hempton  Priory  Manor,  extended  into  this 
town.  The  lord  Bardolf  held  it  of  the  earl  Warren. 

After  the  dilfolution,  king  Henry  VIII.  granted  it. 
Sept.  9,  in  his  37th  year,  to  fir  Whliam  Fermor,  and 
X'homas  Fermor,  elq.  his  nephew,  lold  it  to  Richard 
Renfon,  efq.  from  w'hom  it  came  to  the  Paris's, 
See.  and  was  united  to  the  capital  manor  abovemen- 
tioned. 

In  the  24th  of  Edward  III.  Thomas  Bcrtc,  of  : 
Wadeton,  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  confirmed  to  Ha-  j 

nion  de  Wodenorton,  ^nd  Joan  his  wife,  - and  the 

heirs 
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lieirs  of  their  bodies,,  all  the  lands,  tenements,  and 
fold-courfe  in  Pudding-Norton.  ' 

In  the  5th  of  Henry  V.  it  appears  that  there  were 
two  manors,  called  Newhall  and  Pekhall,  and  the 
feite  of  Newhall  was  by  the  church. 

William  Lamming  ednyeyed  it  to  Richard  Ben- 
fon,  and  (b  this  came  alfo  to  the  Paris’s,  &c.  and 
to  fir  Francis,  and  to  Southcote,  who  was  lord  of  the 
whole  village. 

r 

The  c|iurch,  which  is  riow  in  ruins,  was  dedicated 
to  St.  M^trgaret, 

• 

The  Rev.  Michael  Bddges  was  prefented  to  this 
reclory  in  the  year  1744,  by  Charles  Cooper  Mor- 
ley,  efq.  of  Baflram,  formerly  high  flierilF  of  the 
county  of  Norfolk. 

/ 

RAINHAM,  (or  Reineharn,  as  it  Is  wrote  in  the 
book  of  Doomfday)  EAST,'  SOUTH  and  WEST, 
takes  its  name  from  being  feated  near  a running 
Bream  of  water,  or  river  ; Rye  and  Rey,  fi.gnifying 
as  much  in  the  Saxon  tongue ; thus  we  find  a town 
in  ElTex,  in  the  hundred  of  Chaffard,  Rainham,  on 
a river  near  its  falling  into  the  Thames  ; and  thus 
Braintree,  in  Effex,  occurs  in  IDoomfday  by  the  name 
of  Raine,  being  by  a river.  Thus  the  river  Rhine^ 
and  Reineburgh,  a city  in  Germany,  on  that  river. 

At  the  grand  furvey  it  is  placed  in  the  hundred 
of  Brothercrofs,  but  at  this  time  (and  for  feveral 
centuries  pall)  is  accounted  as  a part  of  the  hun- 
dred of  Callow ; and  great  part  ol  this  town  was 
then  one  of  the  lordfliips  which  the  Conqueror  be- 
llowed on  Hugh  de  Montfort,  one  of  his  Normar\ 

^ 3 filiefs 
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chiefs  and  barons.  Bond,  a noble  Saxon  thane  of 
great  poffeflions,  held  it  in  the  Confelfor’s  time,  to- 
gether with  many  other  lordfliips  in  Norfolk. 

A 

South  Rainham  was  then  a beruite,  that  is,  a lelTer 
pianor,  and  depending  on  this.' 

This  lordfliip,  held  by  Hugh  de  ..Montfort,  was 
afterwards  divided,  and  held  by  two  different  fami? 
lies,  the  Inglethorpes,  and  the  Scales. 

Inglethorpes  Manor,  takes  its  name  from  its 
lords,  w'ho  appear  from  ancient  records  to  be  feifed 
of  it  in  the  reign  of  king  John  and  Henry  III.  a fa- 
mily of  great  eminency  in  the  courity  of  Norfolk. 

Sir  Thomas  de  Ingaldefthorp  was  fon  and  heir  of 
Alan,  and  is  termed  in  old  records  the  Red:  he  is 
mentioned  in  the  pipe  rolls  of  the  8th  year  of  king 
John,  and  in  the  3d  of  Heniy  III.  and  was  flieriff 
of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  ih  or  about  the  8th  or  gth 
of  that  king;  as  was  Hubert  de  Ingaldeflhorp  in  the 
5th  of  the  laid  king.  Sir  Thomas  was  accelfary  m 
a murder  in  the  gth  year  of  king  John. 

Thomas,  fon  of  the  abovementioned  fir  Thomas, 
was  alfo  a knight,  flieriff  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  in 
;2  72,  and  died  foon  after.  Thomas  de  Ingaldef- 
thorp, bifliop  o^  Rochefler,  was  one  of  his  fons,  and 
fir  John  de  Ingaldefthorp  was  his  fon  and  heir,  and 
was  fummoned  amongft  the  barons  to  attend  me 
^ing  in  the  \Velfh  wars. 

On  the  death  of  fir  John  de  Ingaldefthorp,  in  or 
about  1282,  Thomas  was  found  to  be  his  fon  and 
heir,  aged  22.  In  the  13th  of  EdwaM  II.  he  ap- 
' pears  to  be  a knight,  and  a commiflioner  for  the 
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banks  and  fewers  of  MarQiland  in  Norfolk,  as  lord 
of  Wimbotfliara. 

He  was  fucceeded  by  bis  fon  fir  John,  who  lived 
at  Rainham,  and  the  lamily  before  him,  for  many 
years. 

Among  the^mortuaries  received  by  the  convent  of 
Marham,  about? the  year  1407,  (in  which  year  flie 
is  faid  to  havCdied)  we  find  this  : Received  for  the 

lady  Alianore's  mortuary,  late  wife  of  Sir  WilHara  In- 
galdflhorp,  a mantle  furfd  luith  grey. 

Ifabel,  only  daughter  and  heirefs  of  fir  Edmund 
ingaldefihorp,  who  died  in  145^’  married  John  Ne- 
vill,  created  marquis  Montacutc,  (and  Knight  of  the 
Carter,  lecond  fon  of  Richard  earl  of  Salifbury, 
and  brother  to  Richard  tfie  great  earl  of  Warwick) 
and  afterwards  on  the  attainder  of  the  earl  of  Nor- 
thumberland, had  that  honour  alfo  conferred  on  him 
by  king  Edward  IV.  which  laft  title  he  w'as  obliged 
foon  after  to  refign,  the  attainder  aforefaid  being 
taken  off.  The  marquis,  with  his  brother  Guy,  earl 
of  Warwick,  were  both  killed  in  the  battle  of  Bar- 
net,  April  14,  1471,  fighting  ^gainll  fiing  Ed- 
ward IV. 

Upon  a divifion  of  the  eflate  of  the  Ingaldef- 
thoqjes,  &.c.  which  was  not  till  in  or  about  tli£  11th 
of  Henry  VII.  this  manor  of  Rainham,  with  that 
pf  Wimbotfham  in  Norfolk,  Saufton,  8cc.  in  Cam- 
firidgefliire,  came  to  Ifabella,  married  to  fir  William 
Huddleflpn,  of  Milium  Callle  in  Cumberland. 

In  the  year  1543,  fir  John  Huddlefton,  her  grand- 
fon,  appears  to  have  been  lord  of  this  manor^  and 
J.0  have  fold  it  to  fir  Roger  Townfhend,  knt. 

Thjs 
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This  lordfliip  being  thus  conveyed  into  the  fami- 
ly of  Tovvnfliend,  wherein  it  remains  at  this  time, 
it  will  be  proper  in  this  place  to  treat  of  the  fame, 
from  ancient  records  and  authentic  evidences. 

It  is  undoubtedly  a family  of  great  antiquity'  in 
this  county  : Collins,  in  his  hiflory  of  the  peerage, 
fays,  that  Lodowic,  or  Lewis,  a Nortg^an,  furnamed 
T ownfliend,  foon  after  the  conqudl,-%narried  Eliza- 
beth, daughter  and  heir  of  T homas  Haywell,  (rather 
Hauvile)  and  was  fucceeded  by  fir  Walter  de  Town- 
fhend,  who  took  to  wife  Maud,  daughter  of  fir  Ro- 
ger Scogan,  knt. But  this  will  appear  to  be  a 

great  millake.  The  family  is*  wrote  in  old  deeds, 
&c.  Ad  Exitum  Villa. — William  ad  Exilum  Villa,  that 
is,  Townfliend,  or  Tunnefend,  held  yconfiderable 
lands  of  the  j^rior  of  Norwich’s  lordBiip  in  Taver- 
ham,  in  the  reign  of  king  John. 

Stephen,  fon  of  Walter  Atte  Townfhend,  lived 
in  the  reian  of  Henry  III.  and  about  the  fame  time 

O y 

lived  T’hpmas  Atte  Townfhend,  of  Well  Harling, 
pofleffed  of  a valuable  eflate,  8cc.  and  fealed  then 
with  a chevron,  between  three  efcallops,  the  aims  of 
the  family  at  this  day. 

Thomas,  fon  of  William  Atte  Townfliend,  of 
Snoring  Magna,  lived  in  the  faid  town,  fettled  all 
his  eflates  in  that  town,  Snoring  Parva,  Thorpeland 
and  Bafham,  in  Norfolk,  on  John  his  fon  and  heir, 
by  deed,  dated  July  ii,  1377,  wherein  he  mentions 
Roger,  his  brother. 

John,  fon  of  John  aforefaid.  was  living  at  Snoring 
Magna  in  1378  and  1396;  he  added  much  to  the 
famHy  eflate,  and  held  part  of  a fee  in  Rainhara 
Magna  and  Parva,  of  Roger  Mortimer  earl  of  March, 

of 
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oF  the  honour  of  Clare,  in  1398,  and  was  the  firfl; 
.of  the  family  that  fettled  at  Rainham,  or  had  any 
intcrefl  therein. 

About  the  year  1400,  fir  Walter  de  Townfhend 
was  living,  fon  of  fir  Lodowick  de  Towndiend, 
whom  Collins  places  at  the  head  of  this  family,  and 
fays  that  he  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  heircfs 
of  Thomas  Hauvile,  and  to  have  lived  foon  after  the 
conqueft:  that  Collins  is  millaken,  in  refpeol  of  the 
time  that  fir  Lodowic  lived,  appears  from  this  proof; 
fir  Walter  aforefaid  married  Maud,  daughter  of  fir 
Roger  Scogan,  knt.  by  whom  he  had  a fon  Roger. 

Roger,  fon  of  fir  Walter,  took  to  wife  Catherine, 
daughter  of  John  Atterton,  efq.  of  Sulfex,  and  was 
father  of  fir  Thomas  Townfliend,  whofe  wife  Agnes 
was  daughter  of  Willian  Payne,  Gent. 

This  fir  Thomas  was  buried  in  the  choir  of  White 
Friers  church,  in  Flect-hreet,  London:  and  on  the 
ift  of  April,  1421,  letters  of  adminiftration  were' 
granted  to  Agnes,  rcliid  of  fir  Thomas  Townfiiend, 
and  Roger  Townfhend.  of  Rainham,  (fon  and  heir 
of  fir  Thomas'  of  the  goods  of  T'homas  Payne,  pro- 
bably brother  of  Agnes,  (Collins  fays  Eleanor)  which 
family  held  a lordlhip  in  Helhoughton,  and  their 
ellate  came  to  the  Townlliends.  I'he  faid  Roger 
Townfliend,  efq.  was  a feoffee  for  the  manor  of 
Welborne,  in ‘Forehoe  hundred,  in  1444,  and  mar- 
ried Eleanor,  daughter  of  fir  Thomas  Gio^es  of 
Rollefby  in  Weft  Flegg.  °° 

John,  his  Ion  and  heir,  fucceeded.  Joan,  his 
wife,  was  daughter  and  heir  of  fir  Robert  Lunsford, 
of  Rumford  in  Elfex,  and  was  buried  in  the  middle 
of  the  body  of  the  church  of  St.  Mary  in  Rain- 
bam. 
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Roger  Townfliend,  efq.  fon  and  heir  of  John  and 
Joan  his  wife,  was  entered  a ftudent.of  Lincoln’s- 
Inn,  eleftcd  a governor  of  that  fociety  in  the  firft 
year,  &c.  of  king  Edward  IV-  and  Lent  reader.  Iti 
146],  the  third  part  of  the  manor  of  Hauvilc’s*  in 
Rainhara,  by  fine  levied,  was  conveved  to  him  by 
Henry  Argcnton.  He  was  member  of  parliament 
for  Caine  in  Wiltfliire  ; and  in  1476,  purchafed  by 
fine  of  Roger  Oliver,  of  London,  Sherman,  and 
Elizabeth  his  wife,  their  interefl  or  part  in  Hauvile's 
lordfliip,  fo  that  the  whofe  was  now  in  this  family. 

In  the  17  th  of  Edward  IV,  he  was  called  to  the 
degi'ee  of  ferjeant  at  latv ; in  1480  fummoned  to  be 
an  Eilfiflant  to  the  houfe  of  lords  in  parliament ; in 
the  ift  of  Edward  V.  king’s  ferjeant  at  law;  and, 
in  the  followfng  year,  was  appointed  a juftice  of  the 
common  pleas.  King  Henry  VII.  renewed  his  pa- 
tent, and  knighted  him  in  his  chamber  at  Worcefter, 
on  Whitfunday  before  his  coronation- 

He  married  Anne,  daughter  and  coheirefs  of  fir 
Williarn  Brews,  of  Stinton-hall  in  Norfolk,  who 
Brought  him  that  manor,  and  a great  inheritance  in 
land:  by  this  lady  he  had  fix  fons  and  fix  daughters, 
Roger,  John,  Robert,  George,  Thomas  and  dies  ; 
of  the  daughters,  Thomafme  was  the  wife  of  fir 
Thomas  Wodehoufe,  of  Kimberley,  knight  of  the 

gath;  to  Anthony  Caflell,  of  Raveningham, 

efq.  Anne  betrothed  to  Philip  Crelfener,  of  Attle- 
burgh,  efq.  Sufan  wife  of  fir  Edward  Windham, 
• of  Felbrigg;  and  Catherine,  of  fir  Henry  Bcding- 
Ecld,  of  Oxburgh. 

Judge  Townfhend  died  Nov.  g,  8th  of  Hen.  VII. 
and  his  lady'  fome  years  after.  They  were  buried  in 

the  chancel  of  St.  Maiy^’s  church,  Eaft  Rainham. 

Roger^ 


97 


G A L L O W. 

Roger,  eldefl  fon  of  the  judge,  was  bred  to  the 
iaw,  and,  among  ether  gentlemen  of  worth  and  dig- 
nity of  this  county,  was  appointed  a commilfioner 
by  a6l  of  parliament,  for  affcffing,  &c.  a fubfidy  of 
.one  .hundred  and  fixty-three  thoufand  pounds,  b)-  a 
poll-tax,  in  the  3th  of  Henry  VIH. 

In  the  10th  of  the  faid  king,  he  covenanted  to 
ferve  the  king  with  ten  men  at  arms  ; was  thrice 
flieriff  of  Norfolk ; in  1525  received  the  honour  of 
knighthood;  (Collins  fays  it  was  on  the  king’s  re- 
turn from  Bulloign,  anno  37th  of  Hemy  VIH.)  was 
pne  of  the  mafters  in  the  court  of  rcquefls  in  1529; 
and  in  the  faid  year  one  of  the  king’s  council,  with 
^hc  bilhop  of  Lincoln ; and  a feoffee  of  the  manor 
of  Kilyerfton  for  the  duke  of  Norfolk,  and  hacf  of 
the  manor  of  Scales,  in  Rainham,  from  the  king. 

In  1 543,  he  purchafed  of  fir  John  Huddlefton 
the  lordihip  of  Ingoldeflfiorpe,  in  this  town,  and  in 
the  following  year,  in' commiffion  with  the  duke  of 
Norfolk,  8cc.  to  raife  a benevolence  for  the  king, 
and  knight  of  the  fliirc  in  parliament,  anno  33d  of 
of  the  laid  king;  and  by  a letter  from  the  duke  of 
Somerfet,  dated  at  the  Tower,  Feb.  12,  anno  ifl  ot 
Edw'ard  VI.  required,  Avith  tlie  carl  of  Sulfex,  fir 
\Villiam  Paflon,  See.  on  the  death  of  Henr)^  VIII. 
to  take  care  of  the  peace  of  the  faid  county. 

He  died  Nov.  20,  1351,  and  was  buried  in  the 
chancel  of  Eafl  Rainham  church.  He  conflitutes 
Roger,  the  grandfon  of  his  brother  John,  heir  to  hi.s 
lordfhips,  lands,  See.  in  Eafl,  South  and  Well  Rain- 
ham, Helhoughton.and  Banner;  lands,  &c.  in  Over 
and  Nether  Guift,  Twyford,  Wood-Norton,  Bintre, 
Broomfthorpe,  Tofts,  North  Bafliarn,  Shereford  and 
Saham  ; the  redory  of  Barwick  ; lands,  Sec.  in  Stau- 
hoe,  Ryl^urgh  Parva,  and  Oxwick. 
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John  Xownfhend,  efq,  feconcl  Ton  of  the  Judge, 
lived  mofily  at  Brampton  in 'Suffolk;  by  Eleanor 
his  wife,  daughter  of  fir  John  Heydon,  of  Bacanf- 
thorpe,  knight  of  the  Bath,  he  had  Richard  his  el- 
defl  fon.  This  John  died  Augufl  4>  ^54o,  before 
his  eldcft  brother  fir  Roger. 

Robert,  the  third  fon,  married  Alice,  daughter 
and  heir  of  Robert  Poppv,  cfc].  of  Lincolnfhire ; 
was  ferjeant  at  law,  a knight,  juftice  of  C heller, 
fteivard  of  Pentney  priory,  had  a penfion  on  its  dif- 
folution,  lord  of  South-Hall,  in  0^•er  and  Nether 
Guill,  of  Wood-Norton,  Twyford,  and  Foxleys, 
had  the  reftory  of  Guill  and  advowfon  of  the  vica- 
rage, feifed  aifo  of  the  Augulline  friery  of  Ludlow, 
in  Shropflhre ; died  in  the  3d  and  4th  of  Philip 
and  Mary,  leaving  Thomas  his  fon  and  heir,  (as 
was  found  by  an  incjuifition  taken  at  Salop,  Aug.  11, 
1556)  aged  22:  from  him  defeended  the  Towii- 
fliends  of  Bracken-alli  in  Norfolk,  of  Glouceheifliire 
and  Shropfliire. 

George  Townfliend,  efq.  was  the  fourth  fon,  and 
married  a daughter  of  fir  Richard  Thurllon,  llieriff 
of  London  in  1516,  and  had  a Ion  Giles.  George 
was  executor  to  his  brothers  Thomas  and  Giles,  and 
living  in  1554. 

Thomas,  the  fifth  fon,  from  wLom  defeended  the 
families  at  Tellerton,  Cranw’orth,  and  Wrethara. 

Giles  was  the  fixth  fon : to  him  fir  Robert  his 
brother,  on  December  3d,  in  the  35th  of  Henry 
VIII.  then  ferjeant  at  law,  granted  the  re£lories  of 
Whitwcll  and  Barwick,  the  manor  of  Guill,  the 
rc6lory  and  manor  of  Ryburgli  Parva,  wfith  the  ma- 
nor and  re£lory  of  Helhoughton  in  Norfolk,  their 

court 
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court  leets,  in  all  which  (except  Whitwcll)  they  en- 
feoffed their  brother  Roger. 

Richard  Townfliend,  efq.  fon  and  heir  of  John 
Townfliend,  efq.  (iecond  Ton  of  the  judge  fir  Roger, 
and  brother  to  fir  Roger  Townfhend,  who  died  in 
155°)  aged  22  at  his  fathci;s  death  in  1540  ; he 
married  Catherine,  third  daughter  and  coheir  of  fir 
Humphry  Brown,  of  Ridley  in  Chefliirc,  a juftice 
of  the  common  pleas;  died  May  g,  1552-  hlis 
wife  furvived  him,  and  re-married  John  Roper,  efq. 
of  Eltham  in  Kent,  mafler  of  the  king’s  bench  of- 
fice. Richard  had  by  her  Elizabeth,  married  to 
Thomas  Godfalve,  efq.  of  Buckenham-Ferry,  and 
a fon  Roger,  his  heir,  and  heir  to  his  great  uncle  fir 
Roger,  appointed  by  his  will  in  1550.  This  Ri- 
chard lived  alfo,  as  his  father,  at  Brampton. 

This  Roger,  fon  and  heir  of  Richard,  was  a mi- 
nor at  his  father’s  death,  and  proved  his  age  in  1564. 
In  the  year  1588,  we  find  him  ia  the  Englifli  fleet, 
in  the  fight  againfl;  the  Spanilli  armada ; and  on  the 
26th  of  July,  in  the  faid  year,  was  knighted  by  the 
lord  high  admiral,  Charltis  Howard,  at  fea,  tvith  the 
lord  Howard,  lord  Sheffield,  John  Hawkins,  and 
Martin  Frobiflier ; and  as  the  aforefaid  lords  had  a 
principal  command  in  the  faid  fleet  and  engagement, 
fo  no  doubt  had  this  Rqger,  who  is  named  next  to 
them,  and  before  Hawkins  and  Frobiflier. 

He  died  at  Newington  by  London,  June  30,  1390, 
and  was  buried  in  the  church  of  St.  Giles,  Cripple- 
gate,  at  London.  By  Jane  Ins  lady,  youngefl 
daughter  of  fir  Michael  Stanhope,  of  Shelford  in 
Nottinghamflrire,  (anceflor  of  the  earls  of  Chefter- 
field  and  Stanhope)  he  left  John,  his  eldell  fon,  and 
Robert,  created  a knight  in  1603  • married  Ann^ 

daughter 
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daughter  of  William  lord  Spencer,  who  died:  Cif 
Roger’s  lady  furviving  him,  re -married  Henry  lord 
Berkeley. 

John  Townfliend,  fon  and  heir  of  fir  Roger,  mar- 
ried Ann,  daughter  and  coheir  of  fir  Nathaniel  Ba- 
con, of  Stifkey,  or  Stuky,  in  Norfolk ; was  lord  of 
that  town,  of  Langham  and  Merflon.  In  a duel 
with  fir  Matthew  Brown,  died  of  his  wounds  on  Au- 
guft  2,  1603,  leaving  Roger  his  'eldeft  fon,  and 
Stanhope  his  fecond  fon,  who  died  alfo  of  his  wounds 
in  a duel  in  the  Low  Countries,  and  unmarried. 
His  lady  furvived  him  many  years,  dying  May  20, 
1630,  and  was  buried  at  Rainham.  Ann,  their 
daughter,  married  fir  John  Spelraan,  fon  and  heir  of  • 
the  renowned  fir  Henry  Spelman. 

In  1591,  we  find  John  Townfiiend,  efq.  of  Nor-* 
folk,  to  give  the  fenior  proftor’s  fiaff  to  the  univerfity 
of  Cambridge,  of  which  he  had  been  a member,  in 
Trinity  college ; and  probably  was  this  fir  John, 
who  was  knighted  for  his  valour  by  the  earl  of  Elfex 
at  Cadis,  in  Spain,  in  1596. 

Roger,  his  fon  and  heir,  was  a minor,  aged  eigbr 
rears  on  his  father’s  death,  created  a baronet  April 
16,  1617:  on  the  2oth  of  May,  1620,  he  had  li-' 
cence  to  travel  for  three  years,  with  three  fervants, 
and  neceffaries,  but  not  to  go  to  Rome,  as  appears 
by  the  council  book.  He  built  the  prcfent  feat  of 
Rainham-hall,  and  was  knight  of  the  fhire  for  Nor- 
folk. By  Mary  his  wife,  daughter  and  coheir  of 
Horatio  Vere,  lord  Vere  of  Tilbury,  of  the  noble 
family  of  the  Veres,  earls  of  Oxford,  he  had  Roger 
and  Horace,  his  two  fons,  and  five  daughters : Mary, 
married  to  Thomas  lord  Crew,  of  Stene  in  North- 
amptonfliire ; Jane,  to  John  Windham,  efq.  Ann, 
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to  William  Cartwright,  of  Aynhoe  in  Northampton- 
fliire ; Elizabeth,  who  died  fuigle ; and  Vere,  to  fir 
Ralph  Hare,  bart.  of  Stow-Bardolph.  He  died  Ja- 
nuary 1,  1637-8,  aged  41,  having  granted  three  or 
four  of  his  appropriations  to  the  church. 

The  lady  Mary,  his  relift,  married  Mildmay  Fane 
earl  of  Weflmoreland,  by  whom  flie  had  Vere  Fane,  '• 
'carl  of  Weflmoreland,  and  dying  in  1673,  was  bu- 
ried at  Rainham  on  the  2 2d  of  May, 

/ R.ajnham-Hall,  built  by  the  laft-mentioned  fir 
Roger  Townfhend,  bart.  is  perhaps  the  moll  de- 
lightful fituation  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  and  has 
been  greatly  improved  by  the  preferrt;  lord.  The 
park  and  woods  arc  beautiful,  and  the  lake  below  an 
objeft  peculiarly  firiking.  Extenfive  lawns,  and  open- 
ing views  into  the  country,  enrich  the  enlivening 
profpeft  all  around.  The  country  cultivated,  and 
teaming  in  the  fummer  months  with  fruitful  crops 
of  various  hues,  while  the  blended  fhades  of  green 
and  yellow  dihinguifhed  through  the  trees,  difplay 
the  bounties  of  nature  in  its  mofl;  enchanting  pride. 

'I’he  houfe  was  built  by  that  unrivalled  artifl  Inigcy 
Jones.  There  are  feveral  very  valuable  piftures  in 
it;  amongll  the  refl,  a pifture  of  Belifarius,  the 
Roman  general,  dillinguiflied  by  a reverfe  of  fortune 
fcarcely  ever  experienced  but  by  himf^lf ; this  pic- 
ture was  given  to  Charles  lord  vifeount  Townfliend, 
fecretary  of  flate,  by  the  late  king  of  Pruffia.  Some 
connoiffeurs  are  of  opinion,  that  it  is  not  the  pifture 
of  Belifarius,  but  of  Caius  Marius. 
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PICTURES  at  RAIN  HAM. 

In  the  common  Dining  Parlour. 

I 

Sir  John  Tovvnfliend,  Ttat.  fuze  2 8,  1599. 
Captain  Townfhend  and  Mr.  Pelham,  by  Jervafe. 
Three  pieces  of  fowls,  very  good, 

Lord  Townfhend,  when  young,  by  fir  Godfrey 
Kneller. 

\ 

Withdrawing  Room. 

Lord  Townfliend’s  fecond  lady,  1722,  (half  lengthy 
by  fir  G.  Kneller. 

Col.  Townfliend’s  lady,  (half  length)  by  Jervafe.. 
Governor  Harrifon,  (whole  length)  by  ditto. 

His  lady  (whole  length)  by  ditto. 

Lady  Weflmoreland,  Lord  Townfliend’s  grand- 
mother. 

Two  landfcapes  of  beafls,  exceeding  good. 

I 

Grand  Dining  Room. 

Queen  Anne,  whole  length,  by  fir  G.  Kneller. 
King  George  I.  (ditto)  by  ditto. 

King  George  II.  (ditto)  by  Jervafe. 

'Queen  Caroline,  (ditto)  by  ditto. 

Mr,  Thomas  Townfhend,  by  ditto. 

Withdrawing  Room. 

Two  fons  of  Lord  Townfhend,  in  one  pi£lure’ 
by  fir  G.  Kneller. 

Dutchefs  of  Nevvxafllc,  by  Jervafe. 

Dutchefs  of  Dorfet,  by  ditto. 

Family  pi£lure  of  Lord  Townfliend’s  feven  chil- 
dren, by  ditto. 

I’wo  ladies,  (lialf  lengths)  by  fir  Peter  Lely. 

In- 
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In  the  Saloon. 

Whole  lengths  of  Officers, 

* 

Over  the  chimney.  - 

1 .  Lord  Vere,  commander. , 

9.  Sir  Simon  Harcourt,  ferjeant-major, 

3.  Sir  John  Burroughs 

4.  Sir  William  Lovelace 

5.  Capt.  Febel 

6.  Sir  Michael  Everatd 

7.  Sir  John  Borlace 

8.  Sir  Thomas  Wynne 
g.  Capt.  Milks 

10.  Sir  Thomas  Gates 

11.  Sir  Jacob  Aftlcy 

12.  Sir  Henry  Peyton 

13.  Sir  Robert  Carey 

14.  Sir  Andrew  Levvkener 

Some  of  them  arc  drawn  much  better  than  the 
reft,  viz.  No.  1,  3,  4,  12,  which  feem  to  be  by  Cor- 
nelius Johnfon  ; No.  14  is  faid  to  be  by  Lawfon;  the 
reft  are  veiy  uncertain. 
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Sumner  Parlour. 

Whole  lengths  of  Officers. 

1 . Sir  Gerard  Herbert. 

2.  Sir  Edward  Narwood,  captain. 

3.  Sir  Thomas  Dutton,  captain. 

4.  Sir  Thomas  Conway,  captain. 

^ 3.  Sir  Edward  Vere,  lieutenant-colonel. 

6.  Sir  John  Borlace. 

Thcfc  arc  not  near  fo  good  as  the  other;  but  like 
thole,  all  in  the  drefs  of  the  times.  ‘ 

H Dining 
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Dining  Room  above  Stairs. 

Lord  Townfliend,  (whole  length)  by  Kneller. 

Lord  Townfhend’^  firfl  lady,  by  ditto. 

His  lordfliip's  lecond  lady,  copied  after  a pi6lure 
of  fir  G.  Kneller’s. 

Horatio  lord  Towndiend,  (whole  length)  by  fir 
Peter  Lclv. 

Horatio  Townfliend,  fecond  brother  to  my  lord, 
(half  length)  by  Richardfon. 

Horatio  lord  Tovvnfhend's  lady,  (half  length)  by 
fir  Peter  Lely. 

Sir  Roger  Townfliend’s  lady. 

Over  two  doors. 

l.ord  Lynn,  (half  length)  by  fir  G.  Kneller. 

Lady  Lynn,  (ditto)  byjervafe. 

Lord  Verc,  (whole  length)  by  ditto. 

Rclifarius,  (a  prefent  from  the  king  of  PrufiTia) 
by  Salvator  Rofa.  * 

Sir  Roger  Townfliend. 

Col.  Townfliend,  third  brother  to  my  lord,  (half 
length)  by  Riley,  or  Cloflerman, 

Horatio  lord  Townfliend,  (half  length)  by  fir  Peter 
Lely,  or  Zouft. 

Sir  Jofeph  Adie,  (half  length)  by  fir  Peter  Lely. 

Sir  jofeph  Aflie’s  lady,  a copy  after  fir  Peter  Lely. 

Col.  Townfliend,  third  fon  to  lord  Townfliend, 
by  Jervale. 

Lady  Cornwallis,  by  ditto. 

Sir  Robert  Walpole,  (half  length)  by  firG.  Kneller 

Sir  Robert’s  ladv,  bv  ditto. 

King  Charles  II.  by  Riley. 

Galfridus  Walpole,  cfq.  (half  length)  by  Hudfon 
or  Icrvafc. 

Lady 
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t.ady  Sunderland,  (half  length)  by  Jervafe. 

King  of  Sweden; 

Lord  Fairhix,  by  Lov.  Bois. 

Sir  William  Jones  and  his  lady.  ^ 

Achilles  difeovered  in  Lycomedes’s  .palace. 

Lord  Scarborough,  in  garter  robes,  bv  kneLef 

King  of  Sardinia,  a prefent  from  the  king  hmilei. 
to  commodore  TL  ovvnlhend.  _ 

Some  of  thefe  are  now  in  other  rooms. 

Sir  Roger  Toivnniend,  bait,  eldeft  fdn  of  fir  Rd** 
ger  aforefaid,  (fee  page  loo)  was  a minor  at  his  la- 
ther s deceafe  ; and,  dying  in  his  minority,  was  luc- 
cceded  in  honour  and  eflate  by  his  brother  fir  Ho- 
ratio, a minor  alfo,  in  ward  to  the  King,  orn  in 
i6«o,  created  baron  Townfliend,  of  Lynn-Regis  in 
Norfolk,  April  20,  1661,  and  vifeount  Townniend 
of  Rainliam,  December  11,  1682,^  was  in  gieat  fa- 
vour with  Charles  II.  who  paid  him  a vifit  at  Ram- 
ham  in  1671  ; was  made  lord  lieutenant  of  the 
county  of  Norfolk,  and  city  of  Norwich,  ‘in  1662. 

He  married,  in  1649’  h'lary,  daughtei  and  li^eir 
of  Edward  Lewkener,  cfcp  fon  and  heir  of  fir  Ed- 
ward Lewkener,  of  Denham  in  Suffolk,  knt.  who 
brought  into  the  family  that  tow’n,  and  other  valua- 
ble eftates.  She  died'  in  1(173,  without  ifiue,  and 
was  buried  at  Rainham  on  the  2 2d  of  May.  II i5 
fecond  lady  was  Mary,  daughter  of  fir  Jofeph  Aflie, 
of  Twickenham  in  INiiddlefex,  bait,  by  whom  he 
had  his  fon  and  fucccflbr  Charles,  and  Roger  Town- 
fliend,  efq.  member  of  parliament  for  \armouth  in 
Norfolk,  who  died  unmarried.  May  22,  1709,  and 
was  buried  at  Rainham.  His  third  fon  was  Horace, 
member  of  parliament  for  Heytefbuiy'  in  Wikihire, 
and  one  of  the  commiflioners  of  the  exdfc. 

H 2 Charles, 
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Charles,  lord  vifcount  Townfhend,  was  born  in 
1675  ; king  Charles  and  the  duke  of  York  were  his 
godfathers.  He  was  a nobleman  of  great  honour, 
worth,  and  ability,  as  the  pods  that  were  conferred 
on  him  tellify ; a governor  of  the  Charter-houfe, 
one  of  the  privy-council,  knight  of  the  gaiter,  fent 
ambaffador  by  queen  Anne  to  the  States  General, 
captain  of  the  yeomen  of  the  guard,  a commiffioner 
for  the  union,  chofe  by  king  George  I.  one  of  the 
regency  in  his  abfence,  principal  fecretary  of  flate, 
appointed  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  (which  he  de- 
clined) 'prelident  of  the  council,  and  again  fecretary 
of  Rate,  in  which  office  he  continued  till  he  refigned 
it  in  May  1730:  his  lordffiip  was  alfo  lord  lieute- 

nant and  cuflos  rotulorum  of  the  county  of  Nor- 
folk. 

His  firft  wife  was  Elizabeth,  fecond  daughter  of 
Thomas  lord  Pelham,  by  whom  he  had  four  fons  ; 
Charles,  who  fucceeded  him  ; Thomas,  member  of 
parliament  for  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge,  one  of 
the  tellers  of  the  exchequer;  William,  aid-de-camp 
to  king  George  I.  member  of  parliament  for  Yar- 
mouth ; Roger,  member  for  Yarmouth  on  his  bro- 
ther’s death,  and  captain  of  a troop  of  horfe.  Eli- 
zabeth, the  daughter,  married  the  lord  Cornwallis. 

By  Dorothy,  his  fecond  wife,  daughter  of  Robert 
Walpole,  efq.  of  Houghton,  and  filler  to  Robert 
Walpole,  earl  of  Orford,  he  left  George,  lieutenant 
of  a man  of  war;  Augullus,  captain  of  an  Eall- 
India  Ihip  ; Horatio,  commiffioner  of  the  vi6lualling 
office;  and  Edward,  reftor  of  Fulham  in  Nor- 
folk, deputy  clerk  of  the  king’s  clcifet,  D.  D.  pre- 
bendary of  Weffininller,  and  dean  of  Norwich. — 
This  lord  died  ow  June  21,  173S,  Dorothy,  one 
ol'  his  daughters  by  this  lady,  married  Spencer  Coq- 

per. 
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per,  D.  D.  dean  of  Durham ; the  other,  Mary, 
married  the  Hon.  Edward  Cornwallis,  efq.  member 
for  Weftminltev, 

Charles,  his  eldefl  fon  and  heir,  was  fummoncd 
to  parliament  May  24,  1723,  as  lord  Lynn,  in  the 
life  of  his  father ; was  lord  of  the  bed-chamber  to 
king  George  I.  commiffioner  of  trade  and  the  plan^ 
tations  ; mailer  of  the  jewel  office;  died  at  Rain- 
ham  March  13,  1764.  He  married  Audrey,  daugh- 
ter and  heirels  of  Edward  Harrifon,  efq.  governor 
of  Fort  St.  George  in  the  Eall-lndies,  and  of  Balls 
in  Hertfordfhire  5 by  whom  he  had, 

1.  George,  (king  George  I.)  being  his  godfather. 

2.  Charles,  who  married  the  Lion,  the  countefs 
of  Dalkeith,  reli6l  of  the  earl  of  Dalkeith,  fon  and 
heir  to  the  duke  of  Buccleugh,  member  for  Yar- 
mouth, and  paymaller  of  the  king’s  forces. 

3.  Roger,  a lieutenant-colonel,  killed  at  XicondeT 
rago  in  America. 

4.  Edward,  who  died  young. ; aird, 

5.  Audrey,  an  only  daughter. 

George,  the  prefent  lord  vifeount  Towndiend,  bee-, 
ing  bred  to  arms,  was  colonel  of  the  28th  regiment 
of  foot,  brigadier,  and  gained  mucli  lionour  on  the 
taking  of  Quebec,  when  the  command  of  the  army 
devolved  to  him  by  the  death  of  Gen.  Wolfe,  who, 
was  killed  in  the  heat  of  the  adion,  and  the  fecond 
in  command,  Gen.  Monckton,  was  carried  off  the 
field  wounded.  His  lordffiip,  after  filling  the  im- 
portant poll  of  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  was  ap- 
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pointed  madcr  general  of  the  ordnance,  is  a lieu- 
tenant-general, colonel  of  a regiment  of  dragoons, 
and  one  of  his  majefly’s  moll  honourable  privy-, 
council.  He  was  knight  of  the  (hire-  for  Norfolk, 
from  1747  till  his  accelhon  to  the  peerage  in  1764, 

His  lordflrip  married  the  right  hon.  lady  Charlotte, 
(only  daughter  and  heir  of  thi  earl  of  Northampton) 
and  lady  baronefs  Ferrers  of  Chartley  in  her. own 
right.  Her  ladyflrip  died  in  Ireland,  during  .the  go- 
vernment of  lord  Townfliend:  her  remains  were 
brought  to  England,  and  interred  in  the  farnily  vault 
at  Rainham,  and  her  eldcfi  fon,  George,  fucceeded 
to  the  barony  of  de  Ferrers,  baron  of  Chartley, 
and  has  taken  his  feat  as  lord  Ferrers  in  the  houfe’ 
of  peers. 

Lord  Townfliend  has  fmee  mairied  a daughter  of 
Mr.  Montgomery  in  Dublin,  agent  to  moft  of  the 
regiments  on  the  Irifli  cflablifliment,  member  of  par- 
liament for  the  borough  of  Rallynakill,  and  lately 
created  fir  William  Montgomery,  bart.  of  Macbic- 
hill,  Pecblefhire,  North-Britain. — The  prefent  lady 
Townfliend,  with  her  two  fifters,  one  married  to 
Luke  Gardiner,  efq.  member  of  parliament  for  the 
county  of  Dublin,  and  the  other  to  the  right  honour- 
able John  Beresford,  member  of  parliament  for  the 
county  of  Waterford,  are  efleemed  amongfl  the  mofl 
beautiful  and  accompliflied  women  of  the  age. 

His  lordfliips  arms  are,  azure,  a chevron,  er- 
mine, between  three  efcallops,  argent,  ro\vnfliend; 
and  quarters,  ifl.  gules,  a chevron,  between  three 
fleurs  de  lys,  or,  Hauvile,  or  Haywell  ; — 2d.  ar- 
gent, a lion  rampant,  and  crufily  of  crofs  croflets, 
gules,  crown’d,  or,  Brewfe; — 3.  fable,  a crofs  in- 
grailed,  or,  Ufford  j — 4*  ^ crofs,  argent,  in 
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a bordure,  engrailed,  or,  Carbonel ; -5- 

chevron,  gules,  between  three  crofs  croflets,  Irtcliee, 
azure,  Shardclow  ;--6.  gules,  a chevron,  betweeii 
three  lions  ganibs,  ere^  and  eraled,^  in  a oi 
dure,  argent.  Brown; — 7.  per  bend,  fmiflei,  or,  an 
I'able,  a lion  rampant,  counterchangcd,  brancis  , 

8.  quarterly,  ermine,  and  gules.  Stanhope;  g.  gu  es, 
on  a chief,  argent,  two  mullets,  lable.  Bacon ; 

10.  quarterly,  gules  and  or,  in  ill  quarter,  a mullet, 
argent,  Vere;— II.  azure,  three  chevronels,  argent, 
i.ewkener. Creft,  a buck  palTant,  diamond,  at- 

tired, or: — fupporters,  on  the  dexter  lide,  a buck, 
diamond,  pn  the  Unifier,  a greyhound,  argent,  j 
Motto,  Hac  generi,  incrcincnia,  fides. 

Scales  Manor.  Another  part  or  moiety  of  Hugh 
de  Montfort’s  lordihip  came  to  the  family  of  lord 
Scales.  This  moiety,  or  lordfliip,  was  that  of  South 
Rainham. 

In  a comjnUus  of  the  bailiff  of  this  manor,  anno 
5th  of  Edw.  ni.  we  find  wheat  fold  at  3s.  4d.  per 
quarter,  and  about  Lent  at  Ss.  per  quarter. — Barley 

at  3s.  4d. — Peafe  at  6s.  8. — Oats  at  4s.  6d, A 

bufliel  of  hemp  feed,  2s. — Six  long  hurdles,  (claiis) 
6d. — A Scot  (bought  in  to  fat)  6s.  6d.— — For  tl:e  , 
making  of  twelve  capons,  id. — For  ten  geefe,  2s. — 
Four  Bone  of  cheefe,  3s.  8d. — One  bufliel  of  fait, 
qd. Paid  for  threfhing  of  wheat,  3d.  per  quar- 
ter.— Barley,  id.  oZ/.-^Oats,  id. — Peafe,  3d. 

For  the  fanning,  or  cleaning,  (vcjitiLalionc)  of  nine 
quarters  pf  corn,  2d.: — ^ — f or  the  mowing  22  acres 
of  paflure,  gs.  Qd.  per  acre,  ^d. 

Paid  a carpenter  for  three  days  work,  lod. — A 
fliephcrd's,  or  neatherd’s  wages  for  one  year,  3s, 

. — A carter’s,  4od. — A fwineherd’s,  lad. — For  the 
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carriage  of  a fvvan  from  this  town  to  Wilton,  by 
Brandon,  with.  See.  scl. 

For  the  farm  of  twenty-onp  new  milch  cows,  and 
their  calves,  for  one  year,  61.  6s.  everv  cow  valued 
at  6s.  and  ten  calves  were  excepted  of  the  befl  for 
the  lady  of  the  manor,  (lady  Scales ;)  and  for  the 
iarm  of  nine  hens,  2S.  3d.  each  hen  at  3d. . 

In  this  family  of  the  lord  Scales  it  continued,  till 
Elizabeth,  the  only  daughter  and  heir  of  Thomas, 
lord  Scales,  the  lafl  of  that  ancient  family,  brought 
it  by  marriage  to  Anthony  Woodvile,  earl  Rivers, 
and  lold  Scales,  who  being  attainted  and  beheaded 
in  the  reign  of  king  Richard  III,  that  king  gave  it, 
with  many  other  lordfliips,  to  his  great  fa\’Ou- 
rite,  John  Howard,  duke  of  Norfolk;  but  on  thq 
acceflion  of  Henry  VII.  to  the  crown,  that  duke 
being  attainted,  it  remained  in  the  crown,  till  grant- 
ed, in  the  29th  of  Henry  VIII.  to  fir  Roger  Town- 
fliend,  and  fo  continues,  being  united  to  the  other 
lordlhips  iir  this  town. 

FIavile,  or  Hauvile’s  Manor,  This  was  the 
next  capital  manor  in  this  tpwn.  At  the  furvey  it 
was  in  the  hands  of  the  Conqueror,  and  Godric  took 
care  of  it,  or  farmed  it  of  him. 

This  lordfliip  remained  in  the  crown  many  years, 
till  king  Stephen  gave  it,  with  other  manors, 
to  William  de  Caineto,  or  Cheyncy,  in  exchange  for 
MilehAm  ; on  condition,  that  if  he  or  his  Ion  fliould 
like  Mileham  better,  that  they  mighr  renounce  it, 
which  Cheyney  did  foon  after,  and  fo  was  again 
lodged  in  the  crown ; and  the  laid  king  granted  it  to 
the  Hauviles,  in  whofe  poffcflion  it  remained  till  the 
Townfliends  had  it  by  marriage. 
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In  1333,  James  de  Hauvllc  gave  die  king  ten 
marks,  for  licence  to  have  a fine  to  grant  to 
Robert  Titlour  anci  Maud  his  wife,  the  mcj.nors  of 
Rainham  and  Dunton,  and  that  tlicy  might  regrant 
them  to  the  faid  James,  and  Ann,  daughter  of 
of  James  Wace,  and  tl|e  heir?  of  j^mes  and  Ann  ; 
and  in  1345,  fir  James  Hauvile  was  lord;  and  in 
1354,  Roger  de  Cahpn,  who  was  re6lor  of  Rain- 
ham  St.  Maty,  was  found  tp  hold  it  in  trud. 

Soon  after,  this  lordfiiip  of  Rainham-Hauviles 
came  into  the  family  of  the  Townfliends,  by  the 
marriage  of  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  heir  of  hr  Tho- 
mas de  Haywell,  or  Hauyile,  knt.  to  Lewis  de 
Townfliend;  as  Collins,  in  his  peerage,  obferves  j 
but  this  does  not  appear  from  any  records,  or  evi- 
dences, that  we  have  met  with;  and  if  an  heirefs 
of  Hauvile  wgs  married,  as  is  above  obferved,  only 
fome  part  or  portion  of  this  manor  tcame  to  the 
Townfliends  by  that  rnarriage, 

'The  Scogans,  a family  of  good  account,  were 
about  this  time  poffeffed  of  the  principal  part  of 
this  lordfiiip,  and  had  their  refidence  here.  Robert 
Scogan,  of  Rainham,  was  a witnefs  to  a deed  of 
hr  'I’homas  de  la  Rivere,  knt.  lord  of  Sporle,  in 
1361.  Thomas  Scogan,  efq.  was  in  the  retinue  of 
the  great  Norfolk  commander,  fir  Robert  Rnolles, 
i}i  1378,  and  attended  John,  king  of  Caflile  and 
Leon,  and  duke  of  Lancaflcr,  in  his  expedition  into 
Spain, 

John  Scogan,  of  Eafl-Rainhara,  clerk,  was  lord 
of  Hauviles  in  137 p. 

^39 L Scogan,  (Capdlane)  aforefaid,  died 

feifed  of  the  manor  of  Hauviles,  ancl  liciiry'  his 

brother 
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brother  was  found  to  be  his  heir.  This  was,  as  we 
prclume,  that  Henry  Scogan,  famous  for  his  wit  and 
humour  in  the  time  of  king  Henry  IV.  who  wrote 
a ballad  direfted  (as  Stow  informs  us)  to  prince 
Henry,  the  king’s  fon,  Thomas  duke  of  Bedford, 
and  Humphry  duke  of  Gloucehcr,  at  fupper  with 
the  merchants  of  London  ; an  author  out  of  whom 
the  faid  hi  dorian  (as  he  tells  us)  gathered  materials, 
and  was  buried  in  the  cloiilerg  of  Weflminder  ab- 

bev. 

✓ 

In  1420,  William  Champneys,  of  Oxwick,  con- 
firmed to  William  Marchall,  efq.  of  Eaft-Rainham, 
Thomas  Scogan,  8cc.  feveral  lands  in  Eafl-Rain- 
ham  field  and  Oxwick, 

About  this  time  lived  Walter  de  Townfhend,  who 
is  faid  to  have  married  Maud,  daughter  of  fir  Roger 
Scogan,  who*  probably  brought  with  her  all  Sco- 
gan’s  right  in  this  manor.  After  this  we  find  no 
mention  made  of  any  of  that  family  as  lords  here  : 
but  in  Edward  IV.’s  reign  lived  John  Scogan,  de- 
feended  mod  probably  from  this  family,  a celebrate4 
poet.  Bale  fays,  he  was  by  nature  a jocofe  and  a 
witty  man,  profited  fo  much  in  philofophy,  and 
other  liberaf  arts,  that  he  was  A.  M.  at  Oxford,  and 
was  fo  greatly  edeerned  for  his  fmart  and  witty 
cxprefiTions,  that  he  was  fent  for  by  king  Edw.  IV. 
to  court ; where,  as  another  Democritus,  he  turned 
all  into  jokes,  mnrth  and  laughter;  publidied  cer- 
tain comedies,  and  a book.  Ad  proceres  Curia,  See. 
Sir  Richard  Baker  alfo  mentions  him  as  a learned 
gentleman,  and  a dudent  fometime  at  Oxford : from 
him  came  the  proverb,  What  Jays  Sco^ane? 

John  Townfliend,  efq.  who  lived  in  tlie  reign  of 
Henry  VI.  was  undoubtedly  lord  of  the  manor  of 

Hauvilcs, 
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Hauviles,  died  feifcd  of  it  in  1465,  from  which 
time  it  has  remained  united  to  that  01  lngo|dpl- 
thorpe,  See. 

Bigot’s,  or  Sherbourn’s  Manor.  Roger  Bigot 
had  alfo  at  the  furvey  a fmall  lordflnp  here. 

This  Roger  Bijtot  was  a principal  commander  un- 
der king  Williain  I.  and  attended  him  in  his  expe- 
dition into  England,  and  was  anceftor  to  the  eails 
of  Norfolk  of  that  name ; but  on  the  marriage  ot 
his  daughter  Maucl  with  William  de  Albini,  the 
king’s  chief  butler,  ancchor  to  the  earls  of  Arcmdel 
it  came  to  the  faid  William;  and  feems  to  be  held 
of  the  Albini’s  by  the  ancient  .family  of  Rainham, 
who  took  their  name  from  this  town. 

Sir  Edmund  de  Reynham,  knt.  was  living  in 

1379- 

After  this  we  find  no  mention  of  the  family  of 
Rainham  in  this  town. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  VL  it  came  into  the  fa- 
mily of  Tovvmfliend.  Sir  John  Townfliend  held  it 
in  queen  Elizabeth’s  time,  and  was  found  to  die 
feifed  of  it  in  1603,  and  it  remains  united  with  the 
other  manors  in  the  faid  family. 

The  Earl  of  Clare’s  Fee,  Rainald,  fon  of  Ivo, 
had  this  lordfliip  given  him  by  the  Conqueror. 

In  1176,  Pope  Alexander  III.  by  his  bull,  con- 
firmed to  John,  bifliop  ol  Norwich,  the  lands  which 
William  Fitz-Botcri  gave  to  him  in  Wefl-Rainham. 

John  Atte  Townfliend  was  found  to  hold  it  of 
Roger  Mortimer,  earl  of  March ; and  in  the  family 

of 
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of  Townfliend  it  appears  to  be  in  the  years  1424 
and  1^  59,  and  remains  fo  at  this  time,  being  united 
fo  the  other  lordfliips. 

Befides  thefe  lordfliips  which  were  at  the  time  of 
the  conquefl,  there  were  alfo  fome  little  ones,  oi 
free  tenements,  which  arofc  afterwards  out  of  thefe 
principal  ones,  viz.  Hall’s,  Payne’s  and  Morehoufe, 
found  on  the  death  of  fir  Roger  Townfliend,  bart. 
to  be  held  of  the  manor  of  Ingoldefthorpe,  Staple’s 
manor  in  Rainham,  held  of  the  manor  of  Plauviles^ 
by  foccage,  and  paying  2s.  per  aim, 

Here  was  alfo  the  manor  of  Ro,ufe’s.  In  1407, 
k was  polTefled  by  Henry  Scogan  ; and  in  1409, 
Robert  Scogan  enfeoffed  certain  perfons  in  the  ma- 
nors of  Roufes  and  Hauviies,  and  afterwards  came 
to  the  Townfhends,  together  with  Hauviies ; and 
John  Townfliend,  efq.  died  feifed  of  them  in  1465. 

Normansburgh  Priory.  At  a place  fo  called  in 
South-Rainham,  William  de  Lifewis  founded  a little 
priory,  about  1 160,  for  the  health  of  his  own  foul, 
that  of  Maud  his  wife,  and  Godfrey  his  fon,  dedi- 
cating it  to  the  blefied  Virgin,  and  St.  John  the  evan- 
gelift,  appointing  it  for  a cell  to  the  priory  of  Caflle- 
acre,  and  endowing  it  with  lands.  Several  doiiati' 
ons  were  afterwards  given  to  this  priory. 

This  manor  came  from  the  Lifewifes,  by  two 
daughters  and  coheirs,  to  the  IngaidefUiorpes  and 
Scale-s’s. 

The  duke  of  Norfolk  had  a grant  of  it  at  the  dif- 
folution,  and  in  1534,  on  March  4,  died  feifed  of 
it ; but  in  the  33d  of  Henry  VIII.  it  was  in  the 
king’s  hands,  and  fanned  of  the  king,  called  the 
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matior  of  Lewfewifs:  afterwards  it  came  to  the 
Tow'nfliends,  and  in  1564  Roger  Towmfliend  held 
all  thofe,  late  the  duke  of  Norfolk’s,  called  Nor- 
manfburgh. 

Rainham  St.  Mary’s  Church,  In  this  towui 
were  three  churches,  of  which  this  was  the  chiefs 
called  alfo  Eaft-Rainham,  and  is  a redorjT 

It  confifls  of  a nave,  with  two  ides,  and  a chan- 
cel covered  with  lead,  and  has  a four-fquare  tower, 
and  four  bells.  On  the  fouth  fide  of  it  is  a curious 
large  dial,  with  a clock,  erefted  at  the  charge  of  the 
late  Charles,  lord  vifeount  Townfliendj  and  on  the 
north  fide  of  the  church  and  chancel,  a dormitory, 
but  no  monuments. 

AgainR  the  north-eafl;  part  of  the  chancel  is  k 
very  fair  tomb,  but  without  aily  infeription,  ere6led 
to  the  memory  of  fir  Roger  Towmfliend,  the  judge, 
agreeable  to  the  will  of  the  lady  Elianore,  his  wild, 
wfith  a canopy,  &c.  of  Hone  work.  On  it  w'ere  the 
arms  of  Eownfhend ; — azure,  a chevron^  ennin,  be- 
tween three  efcallops,  argent,  and  that  of  Hauvile’s, 
quarterly  5 — gules,  a chevron,  or,  betw-een  three- de 
lys,  aigent,  impaling,  quartcily,  azure,  a chevron, 
between  three  boars  heads,  couped,  or,  Lunsford, — 
and  argent,  three  chevronels,  gules,  a file  in  chief 
of  three  points,  azure,  Banington. 

^ On  a marble  grave-flone : — Orale  p.  'aia.  lohs. 
'I ownjlicnd,  JiLn  Rogen  et  hlianore^  qui  obiit  iiii  die 
Oclob.  Jo.  Dili.  M..CCCC.LXV. 

Orale  p.  aia.  GeorgH  Townjhend,  Jdii  Rogeri  Tuivn- 
Jhend,  Armigai, 
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Robert  Wolvey,  of  Rainham  Magna,  buried  here 
in  1524,  gave  by  will  to  the  repair  of  this  church 
3I.  and  a crofs  of  filver  of  the  price  of  lol,  and 
makes  his  fpecial,  and  mofl  trufly  mafler,  fir  Roger 
Townfhend,  fupervifor  of  his  will. 

Rainham  St.  Margaret,  or  Wfst-RainhAm. 
This  church  has  a nave,  and  a nordi  ille,  covered 
with  lead,  and  a chancel  with  tiles. 

The  patronage  was  anciently  in  the  manor  of 
^ Flauvile’s,  and  was  given  by  fir  Thomas  Hauvile, 

with  one  acre  of  land,  to  the  priory  of  Miremond, 
in  the  ille  of  Ely,  by  fine,  in  1316. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  P.obert  Adkin  is  refloi-  of  Rainham 
St.  Mary’s  with  St.  Margaret’s,  confolidated  Dec. 
529,  1721,  prefented  by  lord  Townfhend  in  1770. 

Rainham  St.  Martin,  or  South  Rainham.  On 
the  diffolution  of  Blackburgh  priory,  the  recdory, 
and  advowfon  of  the  vicarage,  were  granted  May  3, 
anno  3d  of  Edw.  VI.  to  fir  Roger  Townflicnd. 

Soon  after  this  it  became  a rectory  again,  and 
Henry  Baldwin  was  reftor. 

This  reftory  w^as  annexed  to  Helhoughton  in  1 74 S, 
and  the  Rev.  Charles  Allen  was  prefented  to  the 
living  by  the  late  lord  Townflicnd,  the  fame  year. 

RUDHAM,  EAST,  was  the  lordfliip  of  the  earl 
Warren,  held  by  Ralph,  anceflor  of  John  dc  Chey- 
ney,  who  founded  Coxford  priory,  and  whole  daugh- 
ter, Emma,  brought  it  to  Michael  belet,  in  1130, 
by  marriage. 
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This  Michael  was  a judge  in  the  32d  of  Henry 
II.  and  liigh  flierilF  of  Leicefterfhire,  in  the  29th, 
30th,  &c.  of  that  king. 

In  the  16th  of  king  John,  Hervey  Beletwas  lord, 
and  had  a grant  of  a fair  to  be  held  yearly.  This 
Hervey  gave  to  the  priory  of  Coxford  this  lordfliip.  ' 

CoxFORD  Priory  Manor,  takes  its  name  from  / 
its  fcite  on  a fmall  ftream,  or  rivulet,  in  this  parifh. 
Cock,  or  Cocker,  occurs  as  the  name  of  a river,  as 
Cockermoudi  in  Cumberland,.  Cockley,  and  Cock- 
field,  in  Suffolk. 

John  de  Cheyney  was  a great  benefatlor,  or  found- 
er of  it,  for  canons  of  the  order  of  St.  Aufliri,  who 
gave  them  the  churches  of  Eaft  and  W^eft-Rudliam, 
with  their  appurtenances. 

Hcrv'ey  Belet  gave  them  the  lordfliip  of  Eaft  Rud- 
hara,  with  lands  in  Gcyton,  Marham,  Syderflonc, 
Barmer,  and  Croftwick,  &c.  for  the  maintenance  ot  . 
an  hofpital  at  Boycodefwade,  built  by  him,  and  a 
fecular  chaplain  to  ferve  therein  for  ever. 

In  the  11th  of  Elenry  III.  the  prior  had  a grant 
of  a fair,  which  was  confirmed  in  the  35th  of  the 
faid  king,  with  piccage,  ftallage,  See. 

In  this  priory  were  an  abbot  and  nine  black  ca- 
nons. 

King  Hen.  VIII.  on  the  gth  of  May,  in  his  29th 
year,  gave  the  manor  of  Eaft  Rudham,  with  the 
Icite  of  the  priory  of  Coxford,  the  impropriate  rec- 
tory, and  patronage  of  the  vicarage,  to  Thomas 
Howard,  duke  of  Norfolk. 
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111  the  Gift  of  Elizabeth,  Philip  Eloward,  earl  ctf 
Arundel,  Ibn  to  the  faid  duke,  had  licence  to  alieii 
it  to  fir  Roger  Townfhend,  whofe  immediate  heir^ 
the  Right  Hon,  George,  lord  vifeount  Townflicnd, 
is  the  prefent  lord. 

The  abbey  church  wds  (landing  (as  fir  Hen.  S pel- 
man  relates)  in  the  reign  of  king  James  I.  and  in 
part  of  the  abbey  lived  Henry  Cornwallis,  efep  (in 
the  time  of  queen  Elizabeth)  and  in  a parlour  here: 
were  the  arms  of  the  duke  of  Norfolk,  in  a garter; 
and  in  a chamber,  aziire,  a chevron,  between  three 
croffes,  pattee,  or;  Calybut,  c|uartering,  or,  a fal- 
tire  vert:  crefl)  a greyhound,  paffant,  azure,  pierced 
on  the  flioulder  with  a martlet,  argent. 

Anil  Calybut,  daughter  and]  coheir  of  Edgar  Ca- 
lybut, ferjeant  at  law,  was  fecond  wife  of  the  faid 
Henry  Cornwallis,  elq. 

A parcel  of  Roman  coins,  in  a little  pot,  were  faid 
to  be  found  in  the  ruins  of  the  priory  in  1719. 

The,  church  of  Eafl  Rudham  is  dedicated  to  St. 
Mary,  and  was  appropriated  to  the  priory  of  Cox- 
ford; 


In  a fouth  window  of  the  chancel  are  the  arms 
of  John  of  Gaunt,  duke  of  Laiicaftcr,  trance  and 
England,  quarterly,  iviih  a label  of  three  points,  er- 
mine, impaling  Caflile  and  Leon,  quarterly. 

The  prefent  vicar  is  the  Rcv'.  Mr.  Lancaflcr  Fram- 
ingham, prefented  by  the  prefent  lord  T.  ownfhend  in 
1771. 
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kUDHAM,  WEST.  Rudham,  at  the  furvey, 
included  both  Eaft  and  Weft  Rudham,  being  not  at 
that  time  diftinguilhed  by  the  t^aine  of  Eaft  and 
Weft,  both  which  belonged  to  the  earl  Warren,  the 
capital  lord; 

Ferrer’s  Manor.  This  lordflrip  was  in  the  fa- 
mily of  de  Cheney,  and  came  by  the  marriage  ol 
Margaret,  daughter  and  heir  of  William  Cheney, 
fon  of  Ralph  de  Caineto,  to  Hugh  de  Creffi,  a Nor- 
man, in  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  whofe  fon,  Roger 
de  Crefli,  married  Ifabcl,  daughter  and  coheir  of 
Hubert  de  Rie,  and  widow  of  Jeff,  de  Chefter.  This 
Roger  being  with  the  barons  in  arms  againft  king 
•John,  his  lands  were  feifed,  and  given  to  Robert  de 
, Ferrers  ; and  Henry  de  Ferrers  was  found  to  hold 
the  fourth  part  of  a fee  in  the  reign  ol  Henry  II. 
Sir  Guv  de  Ferrariis  was  living  in  the  15th  of  Ed- 
ward 1.  as  was  Edmund  de  Ferrers,  of  Weft  Rud- 
ham, in  the  31ft  of  the  faid  reign,  and  John  de  Fer- 
rers in  the  reign  of  Edward  II.  and  one  of  the  fame 
name  occurs  in  the  20th  of  Edward  III. 

William  Ruffel,  Gent,  lord  of  this  manor,  mar- 
ried Agnes,  daughter  of  Thomas  Walpole,  Gent,  of 
Houghton,  and  had  by  her  Thomas,  his  fon  and 
heir;  and  by  Edith  his^wdle,  daughter  and  heir  of 
Thomas  Auftin,  of  Weft  Rudham,  left  Henry  his 
fon  and  heir,  who  took  to  wife  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  William  Calybut,  of  Goxford,  efq.  and  was  liv- 
ing in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  and  lord. 

The  Right  Hon  the  earl  of  Orford  is  the  prefent 
lord. 


Castle-acre  Priory  Manor.  At  the  diCTolu- 
tion,  Thomas,  the  prior  of  Caftle-acre,  conveyed 
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this  manor  to  king  Henry  VIII.  in  his  29th  year; 
who  loon  after,  December  22,  in  the  faid  year,  con- 
veyed it  to  Thomas  Howard,  duke  of  Norfolk ; and 
Philip,  carl  of  Arundel,  in  the  21ft  of  Elizabeth, 
had  licence  to  alienate  it  to  fir  Roger  Townfltend, 
whofe  direft  heir  and  fucceffor  the  Right  Hon. 
Charles  lord  vilcount  Townfliend  was  lord,  and  now 
George,  lord  vilcount,  his  fon. 

Northall,  or  St.  Faith’s  Manor.  From,  the 
family  of  Valoins  it  came  to  the  lord  Robert  Fitz- 
Walter,  (by  the  marriage  of  Gunnora,  daughter  and 
heir  of  the  lord  Robert  de  Valoins,  who  was  lord 
of  it  in  the  reign  of  king  John)  and  he  gi-anted  it 
to  the  priory  of  St.  Faith’s,  of  Hoifliam; 

Xing  Henry  VIII.  on  Feb.  16,  in  his  35th  year, 
granted  it  to  his  beloved  counfellor,  fir  Richard 
Southwell,  and  Edward  Elrington,  efq.  together  with 
the  feite  of  the  priory  of  St.  Faith’s,  in  confideratiou 
of  the  nunnery  of  Denney,  &c. 

Richard  Southv  d,  efq,  was  lord  in  the  Sth  of 
Elizabeth,  and  in  the  15th  of  Elizabeth  had  a pra:- 
cipe  to  render  to  fir  Thomas  Cornwallis  his  manor 
of  Northall  in  Well  Rudham. 

It  was  afterwards  united  to  the  manor  of  Ferrers, 
and  w'as  polTelfed  by  fir  Roger  Tow'nQiend  in  15 8S, 
in  which  family  it  remains. 

The  temporalities  of  C oxford  priory  here,  valued 
at  32s.  4d.  per  ann,  in  1428.  Fhefe  were  granted 
to  the  duke  of  Norfolk,  with  the  impropriated  icc- 
tory,  the  patronage  of  the  vicarage,  and  afterwards 
came  to  the  Townfhends,  as  above.  * 
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The  church  of  Weft  Rudham  is  dedicated  to  St. 
Peter,  and  was  given  by  Hcrvey  Belet  to  the  priory 
of  Coxford,  and  appropriated  thereto. 

The  patronage  of  this  vicarage,  as  w^ell  as  that  of 
Eaft  Rudham,  which  were  confolidated  Oftober  i8, 
1720,  is  in  lord  Townfhend : the  prefent  vicar,  be- 
ing Mr.  Lancafter  Framingham,  was  prefentcd  to  the 
living  in  1771. 

I 

The  chapel  of  All  Saints,  in  the  church-yard  of 
St.  Peter  of  Weft  Rudham,  is  mentioned  in  1493. 

Thomas  Auften,  of  Weft  Rudham,  by  his  will 
in  1557,  was  buried  in  the  church.  A grave-ftone, 
with  a brafs : • In  memory  of  Henry  Rujfdl,  of  Wejl 
Rudham,  Efq.  who  died  September-^,  1606;  and  in 
the  chancel  a grave-ftone  for,  Elhabeth  Daniel,  wife 
of  Robert  Daniel  of  London,  merchant,  who  died  1626. 

On  a grave-ftone  lately  put  dowm,  in  1778,  to  the 
memoryjof  Mr.  William  Money,  farmer,  and  tenant 
to  the  lord  vifeount  Townfhend,  his  father  and  grand- 
father, who  died  in  1777  : 

Titles  and  trophies  deck  the  flatemans  grave. 

And  pompons  tombs  immortalize  the  brave : 

Tet  rural  virtue  fnds  the  road  to  fame, 

And  boafs  no  title  but  an  honefl  name. 

A plain  good  man  lies  here. — Heralds  fay  more. 
Who  ufher  pageants  at  the  abbey-door! 

The  path  of  honfly  Will.  Money  trod: 

“ An  honefl  mans  the  nobleft  loork  of  God." 

Vain  epitaphs  the  author's  genius  Jhow, 

While  all  is  dujl,  mere  dift,  that  lies  below: 

'Tis  all  mere  dufl ! — the  refi  the  poet's  wit. 

Or  whether  'tis  Will.  Money  or  Will.  Pitt. 

I 2 RYBURGH 
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RYBURGH  MAGNA,  fo  called  from  its  fcite  by 
the  river,  as  Ryfmg,  8cc,  was  at  the  furvey  the  lord- 
fliip  of  Peter  de  Valoins ; and  Ralph  Fa61o  was  en- 
feoffed of  it  by  his  lord,  Peter  de  Valoins. 

John  de  Munpinzun  had  a charter  for  free  war- 
ren here,  and  in  Ingoldefthorpe,  in  the  gth  of  Ed- 
ward I. 

In  the  i8th  of  Edward  II.  it  was  forfeited  by  Ro- 
bert dc  Walkefare,  probably  on  his  taking  part 
witli  the  queen  Ifabel,  and  many  of  the  barons,  &:c. 
againfl;  her  hufband. 

It  appears  that  the  faid  Robert  was  rellorcd  on 
the  acceffion  of  king  Eclwatd  III. 

In  the  8th  of  Richard  II.  'a  fine  was  levied  be- 
tween Joan,  widow  of  fir  Thomas  felton,  (who  died 
in  or  about  the  4^^  that  king)  and  fir  John 
L’Eftrange,  knt.  and  Alianore  his  wife,  daughter  of 
fir  Richard  Walkefare,  of  this  manor,  thofe  of  Der- 
fingham  and  Ingoldefthorpe,  who  for  300!.  convey- 
ed the  fame  to  the  lady  Joan,  appearing  by  tlris  to 
be  a moiety  of  the  faid  manors, 

In  the  6ih  of  Henry  VI.  this  lordfliip  feems  to 
be  in  the  Cokerells;  and  Catherine,  widow  of  John 
Cokerell,  fenior.  of  Aflrfield  in  Suffolk,  pofleffed 
it;  whofe  fon  John  dying  before  her,  left  a daughter 
and  heir,  Catherine : flie  died  poffeffed  of  it  and  the 
advowfon,  in  the  loth  of  the  faid  king. 

On  the  diffolution,  king  Henry  VIII.  on  the  10th 
of  March,  in  his  30th  year,  granted  it  to  fir  William 
Butts,  knight,  and  Margaret  his  wife,  daughter  and 

heirefs  of Bacon,  of  Cambridgefliire,  for  life. 

He 
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He  was  do£lor  of  phyfic,  educated  at  Cambridge, 
chief  phvfician  to  the  king,  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  college  of  phyficians  at  London;  in  whole 
records  he  hands  highly  charafterized  for  his 
nent  learning  and  knowledge,  fingular  judgment,- and 
great  experience,  and  is  much  extolled  for  his  learn- 
ing by  many  authors,  who  lived  in  his  time  , was 
knighted  by  the  name  of  William  Butts  of  Norfolk, 
and” dying  the  17th  of  November,  1545,  was  buri- 
ed in  the  church  of  Fulham,  by  Londori.  He  left^ 
three  fons, 

Sir  William,  the  eldeft,  was  lord  of  Thomage  in 
Norfolk,  who  married  Joan,  the  eldeft  daughter  and 
coheir  of  Henry  Buers,  of  Aketon,  or  Adlon  in  Suf- 
folk, efq.  he  was  eminent  for  his  valour,  and  had 
an  augmentation  of  honour  on  a canton  in  his  arms, 
and  \A^as  llain  at  Mufteburgh  Field  in  the  1 ft  of  Ed- 
ward VI. 

Thomas  Butts,  efq.  the  fecond  fon,  was  lord  of 
this  manor,  and  married  Bridget,  fecond  daughter 
and  coheir  of  Henry  Buers,  efq.  aforefaid,  but  dy- 
ing without  iffue,  as  his  elder  brother  fir  William 
did,  Edmund  Butts,  efq.  of  Barrow  in  Suffbjk,  the 
third  brother,  was  his  heir,  and  lord  of  this  towu ; 
and  by  Ann,  third  daughter  and  coheir  of  the  afore- 
laid  Henry  Buers,  had  Ann,  his  only  daughter  and 
heir ; who  brought  this  lordftiip  by  marriage  to  fir 
Nicholas  Bacon,  of  Redgrave  in  SulFolk,  eldeft  fon 
and  heir  of  fir  Nicholas  Bacon,  lord  keeper  of  the 
great  leal,  by  Jane  his  lirft  wife,  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam Femley,  efq.  of  Cretynge  in  Suffolk,  who  was 
created  the  lirft  baronet  in  England,  May  22,  1611, 
and  fir  Edward  Bacon,  ban.  his  defeendent,  died 
poffelfed  of  it. 

I 3 Suits 
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Butts  bore,  azure,  on  a chevron,  between  three 
eftoils  or,  as  many  lozenges,  gules. 

The  church  of  Ryburgh  Magna  is  a re£lory,  de- 
dicated to  St.  Andrew,  , 

On  the  north  fide  of  the  chancel,  an  altar  tomb 
with  feveral  arms,  but  no  infeription.  On  a grave- 
ftone  near  it : Sir  Robert  Bacon,  of  Redgrave  in  the 
county  of  Suffolk,  Bart,  deceajed  Dec.  i6,  1655,  and 
Dame  Ann  his  wife,  the  a"]th  of  Sept.  1640. 

The  patronage  of  this  re£lory  is  in  Mrs.  Mary 
Bacon,  eldeft  daughter  of  fir  Edmund  Bacon,  late 
of  Garboldifiiam,  premier  baronet  of  England,  and 
many  years  knight  of  the  fhire  for  the  county  of 
Norfolk. 

In  the  year  1761,  the  prefent  reftor,  the  Rev. 
Charles  Mordaunt,  fon  of  fir  Charles  Mordaunt, 
'bart.  (knight  of  the  fliire  for  Warwickfliire)  and  rec- 
tor of  Little  MalCnghara,  was  prefented  to  this  liv- 
ing by  Mrs.  Bacon. 

RYBURCH  PARVA,  feems  to  have  been  held 
of  the  earl  Warren  by  Peter  dc  Valoins. 

Paveli’s  Manor.  This  feems  to  have  been  held 
by  the  ancient  family  of  De  Paveli,  in  Richard  I. 

In  the  46th  of  Edw.  III.  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Ri- 
chard Talbot,  ancefior  of  the  earls  of  Salilbury,  held 
in  demean  eight  fees.  She  was  daughter  ol  John 
Comyn,  of  Badenagh,  heir  to  Valence,  earl  of  Pem- 
broke, and  held  them  of  the  callle  of  Acre. 

Befides  the  family  of  Paveli,  die  family  of 
Wood-Dalling  held  a part  of  this  manor  of  the  earl 
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Warren,  and  had  a right  in  the  patronage  of  the 
church,  as  will  afterwards  appear. 


In  the  Jth  of  Henry  VII.  Roger  Townmena,  efq. 
and  Ann  his  wife,  held  this  lordflnp:  in  this  farm  y 
it  remains,  the  right  honourable  George  lord  vilcoun  ^ 
Townfhend  being  the  prelent  lord. 


Binham  Priory  Manor.  The  lord  Valonis  had 
a lordfhip  alio  in  this  town,  granted  to  him  by  the 
Conqueror, 


TyTus,  who  was  enfeoffed  of  this  lordflnp  under 
the  lord  Valoins,  was  ancellor  of  the  family  of  Wood- 
Dalling,  and  is  fometimes  called  (as  we  take  it)  1 U- 
rald  dc  Daling. 


At  the  diOTolution,  it  came  to  the  Paflons  of  , 
and  after  to  the  Bacons ; and  hr  Edmund  Bacon 
died  poffeffed  of  it  in  1753, 

St.  Faith’s,  or  Horsham  Priory  Manor.  In 
the  6th  of  Edward  I,  the  prior  held  a part  of  the 
barony  of  Valoins. 


At  the  diffolution  it  was  granted,  Dec.  3,  anno 
33th  pf  Henry  Vll}.  to  Robert  and  Giles  ’Town- 
Ihend,  efqrs.  on  the  payment  of  29s.  3d.  ob.  per 
ann.  Th^y  were  younger  fons  of  hr  Roger  Town- 
fbend,  w|ro  foon  after  had  licence  to  alienate  it  to  hr 
Roger,  their  brqtlicr;  and  hr  John  Townfliend  was 
found  to  die  poffeffed  of  it  in  the  iff  of  king  James 
I.  in  which  family  it  remains,  the  right  hon.  George 
lord  vifeount  TQwnfhend  being  lord. 


Wood-hall  Manor,  It  was  in  the  priory  of 
Walfmgham,  in  the  3d  of  Henry  IV. 

I 4 At 
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At  the  diflTolution  it  was  granted  to  fir  William 
Butts,  M.  D.  from  whofe  family  it  came  to  the 
Bacons. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  All-Saints. 

The  refcory  was  granted  by  king  Henry' VIII.  in 
his  33d  year,  to  fir  Thomas  Pahon,  knt.  with  the 
patronage  of  the  vicarage. 

The  Rev.  Charles  Mordaunt  is  the  prefent  reftor 
qf  this  and  Great  Ryburgh,  confolidated  June  18, 
1730,  being  prefented  by  Mrs.  Bacon  in  1761. 

SCULTHORPE,  was  a lordfliip  belonging  to  the 
earl  Warren.  It  is  called  in  the  book  of  Doomfday 
Sculetorpa,  a thorp  on  a fihoal,  pr  fliallow  flreara,  or 
•water. 

The  family  of  De  Pavili,  or  Pavilley’s,  were  foon 
after  the  conquefl  enfeoffed  of  this  lordfhip. 

John,  earl  Warren  and  Surrey,  by  deed,  dated  at 
Lincoln  Auguft  5,  in  the  10th  of  Edward  II.  gave  _ 
to  fir  Walter  de  Norwich  this  manor  and  advowfon, 
jn  exchange  for  that  of  Skredington  in  Lincolnfliirc. 

In  the  reign  of  Richard  II.  fir  Robert  Knolles, 
knight  of  the  garter,  and  Conflantia  his  lady,  were 
pollefl'ed  of  this  manor. 

As  this  fir  Robert  was  a perfon  of  remarkable 
merit  and  eminency,  for  his  condu61  and  valour  in 
his  time,  and  as  he  lived  and  died  at  his  manor- 
houfe  in  this  town,  we  fhall  take  the  liberty  of  in- 
ferting  feveral  occurrences  of  his  life,  that  we  have 
met  with  from  old  evidences. 
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He  is  by  motl  authors  faid  to  be  born  of  mean 
parentage  m the  county  of  Chefhiie,  though  Dug-^ 
dale  feems  to  fugged  the  contrary,  as  if  deicended 
from  a family  oi  notCj  or  account,  in  their  times  ; 
he  was  at  firfl  however  a perfon  of  low  fortune,  but 
betaking  himfelf  to  a military  life,  he  became  an 
eminent  commander  under  kirig  Edward  III,  in  the 
wars  in  France,  from  being  a common  foldier,  and 
acquired  great  fortunes  ; had  a grant  of  White-cadle, 
and  that  of  Fenchery,  in  Britany ; and  in  the  33d 
of  that  king,  took  the  city  of  Auxerre,  ^c.  for  tlie 
king  of  Navarre. 

In  1360,  Condantia,  his  wife,  failed  over  into 
Britany,  and  carried  to  his  adidance  twenty  men  of 
arms,  fourteen  archers  on  horfeback,  8cc.  and  had 
provided  for  him  at  her  own  charge,  three  Blips  and 
two  crays;  and  in  1365,  John  duke  of  Britany,  for 
Jiis  fervices,  gave  him  many  lands.  See. 

In  the  44th  of  the  faid  reign,  he  was  retained  to 
ferve  the  king  again  in  the  w'ars  of  France  for  two 
years,  from  the  nativity  of  St.  John  the  Baptid,  in 
1370,  with  two  thoufand  men  of  arms,  and  two 
thoufand  archers ; none  of  the  men  to  be  raifed  out 
of  Northumberland,  Durham,  or  Wedmoreland ; 
and  fo  great  was  the  dedrudion  he  made,  that  the 
fliarp  points,  and  gable  ends  of  the  houfes.  See.  that 
he  overthrew,  W'ere  called  Knowles's  Mitres, 

In  the  2d  year  of  king  Richard  II.  he  was  with 
John,  duke  of  Lancader,  in  his  Spanifh  expedition, 
and  had  letters  of  protedion  then,  dated  July  16, 
being  a knight  of  the  garter. 

Jn  the  4th  of  Richard  II.  he  had  a grant  of  the 
pianor  of  St.  Pancras,  in  Middlefex,  to  him  and 
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his  wife  Conftaniia,  and  for  his  good  fervices  in  fub- 
duing  Wat  Tylers  rebellion,  was  enfranchized  a 
member  of  the  city  of  London  in  the  faid  year; 
and  having  made  a vow  to  go  to  Rome,  had,  in  the 
^^th  of  that  king,  a licence  for  himfelf  and  twelve 
perfons,  and  for  what  money  he  would  by  a bill  of 
exchange,  and  to  hay  there  as  long  as  he  would, 
with  prote£Hon  for  all  his  lands,  tenants,  and  fer- 
vants,  during  the  time  of  his  abfence. 

In  the  3d  of  Henry  IV.  John  Gerncys  releafed  to 
him,  and  fir  Hugh  Brown,  knight,  two  mclTuages 
and  thirty-four  fliops,  in  the  parifli  of  St.  Mary  at 
Hill,  in  Billingfgate  ward,  London,  to  be  fettled  on 
fir  Robert’s  college,  or  hofpital,  at  Pontefrad  in 
Yorkfliire. 

He  died  full  of  years,  aged  92,  ^t  his  manor-houfe 
in  this  town,  (Grafton  lays  at  London)  on  Augull  15, 
1407,  and  was  honourably  buried  in  the  body  of 
the  church  of  the  Carmelite  Friers,  in  Fleet-ftreet, 
London,  by  his  lady  Conllantia.  Who  this  lady 
was  does  not  appear  from  any  hiftorian  that  we  have 
feen.  In  the  church  of  Harpley,  and  in  this  of 
Sculthorpe,  are  the  arms  of  fir  Robert,  who  bore, 
for  the  moll;  part,  gules,  on  a chevron,  argent,  three 
rofes  of  the  firll  feeded,  or,  impaling  argent,  a fefs 
daunce,  between  three  leopards  faces,  fable,  bore  by 
Beverley,  a family  of  good  account  in  Yorklhirc, 
which  we  prefume  was  her  name.  Leland  fays  Ihc 
was  of  mean  birth,  and  born  at  Pontefrad  in  York- 
fhire,  and  prevailed  on  her  hufband  to  found  the 
college  there,  and  not  at  Sculthorpe,  as  he  intend- 
ed. As  a knight  of  the  garter,  he  had  fupporters  to 
his  arms; — two  naked  favages,  Handing  by  two 
trees  ; the  creft,  a ram’s  head,  as  appears  from  his 
feal. 
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He  obtained  in  the  wars  of  France  fuch  imraenfc 
wealth,  that  king  Richard  II.  pawned  feveral  of  his 
moft  valuable  jewels  and  filver  vclfels  to  him ; and 
as  his  fortunes  were  great,  fo  were  his  charitable  a6ls 
and  works  equal  to  them.  He  built  the  llately 
bridge  at  Rochefler  over  the  Medway,  with  a chapel, 
and  a chauntry  at  the  eafl  end  of  it ; the  churches  of 
Sculthorpe  and  Harpley,  and  re-edified  the  conven- 
tual church  of  the  White  Friers,  for  the  moft  part. 

In  the  4th  of  Richard  II.  he  had  licence  to  amor- 
tife  to  the  Carthufian  priory,  in  London,  40 1.  per 
ann.  out  of  the  manor  of  Dunftall  in  Kent. 

•In  the  Sth  of  that  king,  licence  was  granted  to 
him,  and  Conftantia  his  wife,  to  found  the  college 
of  Pomfret,  in  a houfe  of  theirs,  and  the  king  then 
incorporated  them;  and  on  June  11,  in  the  loth 
of  Richard  II.  fir  Robert  granted  to  Robert  Bray- 
brook,  bifliop  of  London,  fir  John  Cobham,  knight, 
John  Drew,  clerk,  and  John  Seymour  of  London,  all 
his  manors,  lands,  tenements,  advowfons,  8cc.  in 
Norfolk.  This  was'-  in  order  to  fettle  them  on  the 
aforefaid  college. 

In  the  Sth  of  Henry  IV.  Xir  Robert  conveyed  by 
fine  to  his  tfuftees,  John  Drew,  and  John  Sey- 
mour, of  London,  this  lordftiip,  with  thole  of  Dun- 
ton,  Keitleftone,  Tatterford,  Tatterfet,  Burnham,  &c. 
and  by  an  inquifition  taken  at  Eaft  Rudham  in  Nor- 
folk in  the  faid  year,  on  Tuefday  after  the  Annun- 
ciation of  the  Virgin,  before  William  Roos,  the 
king’s  efeheator,  it  was  found  that  it  would  not  be 
to  the  king’s  lofs.  See.  if  he  granted  licence  to  John 
Drew,  parfon  of  Harpley,  and  John  Seymour,  of 
l.ondon,  to  give  and  alfign  to  John  Stedman,  mafter, 
or  cuftos,  and  the  chaplains  of  the  college  of  the 
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Holy  Trinity,  called  Knolles’s  Alms-houfe,  in  Pon- 
tcfraft,  and  their  fucceflTors,  the  manors  of  Scul- 
thorpe,  Dunton,  Kettleflone,  Tatterford,  B,urnham- 
Overy,'  with  the  appurtenances,  and  the  advowfons 
of  the  churches  of  Dunton  cum  Doketon,  Tatter- 
ford, and  Sculthorpe,  for  their  maintenance,  and 
that  of  the  poor  men  therein,  ferving  God ; and  it 
was  then  found  that  this  lordfltip  was  held  in  capite, 
by  the  third  part  of  a fee,  and  valued  at  20I.  per 
ann.  beyond  ^11  reprifes. 

Leland  obferves,  that  it  was  a college,  with  an 
hofpital  joined  to  it;  in  the  college  was  a mafter, 
with  fix  or  feven  priefts,  and  in  the  hofpital  thirteen 
poor  men  and  women,  and  was  valued  at  180I.  per 
ann.  Befides  the  melfuages,  8cc.  in  London,  &c. 
above-mentioned,  there  was  alfo  one  in  Darlington 
fettled  on  the  faid  hofpital. 

On  the  dilTolution  of  the  faid  hofpital,  this  lord- 
fhip,  with  the  advowfon  of  the  reftory,  was  granted 
May  17,  in  the  3d  of  Edward  VI.  to  fir  William 
Fermor,  and  fir  Richard  Fulmerflon;  fir  William 
dying  feifed  of  it,  it  came  to  his  nephew,  Thomas 
Fennor,  efq.  of  Eaft  Bafham,  who,  in  the  24th  of 
Elizabeth,  aliened  by  licence  five  naeffuages,  fix  toft?, 
two  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  one  hundred  and 
' forty-feven  of  pafiurc,  in  this  town  and  Fakenham, 
to  Salathiel  Kyndcrfley,  clerk. 

William  Fermor,  efq.  fon  of  Thomas,  was  lord 
in  1627,  whole  daughter  and  heir,  Mary,  being 
married  to  James  Calthorpe,  efq.  he  was  lord  in  her 
right,  and  flie  dying  without  any  furviving  ilfue,  it 
came  to  his  fon,  fir  Chriflopher  Calthorpe,  who  died 
feifed  of  it  in  1717,  and  by  his  daughters  and  co- 
heirs, to  fir  Thomas  L’Eftrange,  bart.  and  on  his 
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death  to  fir  Henry,  his  brother,  as  in  Eah  Bafliara, 
and  on  his  death  to  his  two  hflers  and  theii  heirs. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  or  All  Saints< 

In  the  chancel,  on  a brafs, 

Here  lyeth  Sir  John  Brown, 

Sometpne  Parijh  Priejt  of  this  town. 

This  church  is  a reSory,  and  the  patronage  is  in 
Daniel  Jones,  cfq.  of  Cramner,  and  his  elded  fon^ 
Mr.  Matthew  Jones,  is  the  prefent  redor,  prefented 
in  1767. 

During  the  life  of  the  late  lord  Townfliend,  thd 
prefent  lord  Townfhend  relided  at  Cranmer  for  many 
years,  and  greatly  improved  and  ornamented  the 
houfe  and  buildings. 

SHERFORD,  alias  SHERINGFORD.  In  Doomf- 
day-book  it  is  wrote  Sciraforda,  that  is,  a ford  over 
a clear  watery  and  was  the  lordflup  of  the  earl  Warp 
ren. 

Sir  Richard  de  Plays  was  lord  of  this  manor  in 
the  time  of  Henry  VI.  whofe  daughter  and  heircfs 
married  John  earl  of  Oxford. 

The  Wingfields,  and  lord  Latimer,  were  lords  of 
of  it  in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth. 

The  family  of  the  Townfhends  were  after  lords  of 
Plays  manor  in  Sherford,  in  the  reign  of  queen  Eli- 
zabeth ; and  fir  Roger  Townfhend,  bait,  in  1630,  in 
which  family  it  remains,  the  right  hon.  George  lord 
vifeount  Townfliend  being  the  prefent  lord. 
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In  this  town  was  a water-mill,  with  twenty 
acres  of  land,  held  of  fir  John  Howard’s  manor, 
which  belonged  to  Knolles's  hofpital  at  Pontcfra61:, 
and  at  the  diffolution  of  it  were  granted  to  fir  Wil- 
liam Fermor,  and  fir  Richard  Fulmcrflon,  anno  3d 
of  Edward  VI.  May  14,  and  was  part  of  the  manor 
of  Tatter  ford. 

T he  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Nicholas. 

The  patronage  of  Sherford  is  in  lord Townfliend, 
who  prefented  the  Rev.  Mr.  James  Cory  to  the  rec- 
tory in  1 766. 

SNORING  PARVA,  alias  NAREING.  The 
king’s  manor  of  Fakenham  extended  into  this  village. 

This  was  polfelTed  by  the  family  of  De  Hauviles, 
by  petit  ferjeanty ; after  them  Thomas  de  Mileham, 
in  the  8th  of  Edward  III.  and  afterwards  by  Nicho- 
las de  Attechurch. 

The  earl  Warren  had  alfo  two  focmen,  with  lands 
here,  belonging  to  his  manor  of  North  Bafham. 

But  the  principal  lordfliip  was,  at  the  furvey,  in 
Peter  de  Valoins. 

Walcote  and  Boles  Manor.  Ralph,  who  held 
this  lordfhip  under  the  lord  Valoins,  was  probably 
the  anceftor  of  the  family  of  De  Snaring,  of  this 
town. 

Ralph  Le  Strange  was  found  to  be  heir  in  the  33d 
of  Edward  I. 
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Robert  de  Bemey,  and  Margaret  his  wife,  one  of 
the  daughters  and  coheirs  of  of  fir  Walter  de  Wal- 
cote,  had  this  manor. 

Catherine,  widow  of  John  Cokerell,  of  Albergh* 
Wykes  in  Suffolk,  died  feifed,  the  6th  of  Hen.  VL 
of  the  manor  of  Walcote’s  and  Bole’s  in  this  town. 

In  the  29th  of  Henry  VI.  George  Heath,  of  Mil- 
denhall,  relcafed  to  Humphry  duke  of  Bucks,  all 
his  right  in  Walcote’s  and  Bole’s  manor;  but  in  the 
i8th  of  Henry  VII.  Chriftopher  Conyers  conveyed 
it  to  the  Heydons. 

About  1570,  fir  Chriftopher  Heydon  was  lord; 
and  fir  William  Heydon  fold  it  to  fir  George  King!- 
mill,  who  was  lord  in  1 603 ; after  this  it  was  fer- 
jeant  Gwin’s  ; and  Mr.  Matthew  Hekotte  poffelfed 
it;  then  fir  Jacob  Aflley,  bart.  w^as  lord,  and  fir 
Edward,  his  fon,  now  poffeffcs  it. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Andrew, "and  a 
re£lory  ; it  is  covered  with  lead,  the  chancel  is  tiled, 
has  a round  tower,  with  three  bells,  and  Hands  dif- 
tant  from  the  church  about  eight  feet. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  William  Herne  is  patron  of  this 
rcelory,  and  prefented  Mr.  John  Herne  in  1774. 

STIBB.\RD,  STABERD,  or  STIBERDE,  called 
in  Doomfday-book  Ellanbyrda,  and  Stabyrda.  The 
lamily  of  De  Pavili  was,  foon  after  the  conqueft, 
enfeoffed,  by  the  earl  Warren,  of  this  lordfhip,  and 
was  alfo  feifed  of  the  king’s  manor  here  belonging  to 
Fakenham. 

In  the  3th  of  Edward  II.  Robert  de  Repps  w'as 
lord  and  patron. 
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In  the  gth  of  Henry 'IV.  Henry  Scogan  was  lorJj 
and  in  the  12th  of  Plenry  VI.  Richard  Bofoun,  efq. 
John  Champneys,  clerk,  kc.  releafe  to  Thomas 
Champneys,  clerk,  by  deed  dated  July  10,  all  their 
right  in  this  manor. 

Roger  Townfliend,  efep  and  Ann  his  wife,  held 
it,  with  the  advowfon  of  the  church,  in  the  4th  of 
Henry  VIII,  and  by  an  inquifition  taken  Novem- 
ber 1,  in  the  ift  year  of  king  James  I.  fir  John 
Townfhend  was  found  to  die  feifed  of  the  manor  of 
Stibbard,  held  of  the  king’s  manor  of  Fakenham, 
in  foccage,  and  paying  3s.  4.d.  per  ann.  and  that  of 
Pavili’s,  held  of  the  manor  of  Sculthorpe,  in  free 
, foccage,  and  in  this  honourable  family  it  continues. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  All  Saints,  arid  is  a 
reftory,  confolidated  with  Col  kirk  in  Launditch  hun- 
dred. It  has  a nave,  with  a north  ifle,  and  a fcjuare 
tower  with  two  bells. 

The  patronage  of  this  re^lory  is  in  lord  Towri- 
fhend,  who  prefented  the  Rev.  Mr.  Thomas  Martin 
in  1769.  , 

SYDERSTONE,  Sedistern,  or  Siderstorne, 
This  town  belonged  principally  to  Alan,  earl  of 
Richmond,  at  the  grand  furvey. 

This  Alan  was  alfo  earl  of  Britany  in  France,  a 
])iincipal  commander  in  the  decilive  battle  near 
Haflings,  and  married  Conllance,  one  of  the  daugh- 
ters of  William  the  Conqueror.  By  this  family  the 
Kerdeftons  were  enfeoffed  of  this  lordlhip,  of  the 
manor  of  Richmond  in  Yorkfliire. 
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In  the  12th  of  Henry  VII.  May  25,  Edmund  de 
ia  Pole,  earl  of  Suffolk,  granted  to  Elizabeth  Rob- 
fert,  widow  of  fir  Terry  Robfert,  for  life,  and  to 
VVilliam  Robfert,  her  fon  and  heir,  all  his  right  and 
title  in  this  lordfliip. 

John  Robfert,  fecond  fon  of  fir  Terry  Robfert, 
tvas  lord  of  this  manor,  an  d flieriff  of  Norfolk  and 
Suffolk,  in  the  ift  year  of  Edward  VI. 

Soon  afta  this  he  died,  leaving  by  Elizabeth  his 
wife,  daughter  of  John  Scot,  of  Camberwell,  efqj 
in  Surry,  a daughter  and  heir,  Ann. 

Ann,  his  daughter,  married  fir  Robert  Dudley, 
afterwards  earl  of  Leicefler,  who  had  a srant  of  this 
manor. 

This  lady  came  to  an  unhappy  death  at  Mn 
Fofler’s  houfe  at  Cumnore,  near  Oxford,  by  a fall 
from  the  flairs,  and  was  buried  in  St.  Mary’s,  the 
univerfity  church  at  Oxford.  The  earl  held  this 
manor  for  his  life,  dying  lord  of  it  in  1588,  when  ' 
it  came  to  John  Walpole,  efq.  fon  and  heir  of  Ed* 
ward  Walpole,  efq.  of  Houghton,  and  Lucy  his 
wife,  daughter  of  fir  Terry  Robfert,  and  in  this  fa- 
mily it  remains,  the  right  hon.  George  earl  of  Or- 
ford  being  lord. 

Castle-acre  Priory  Manor.  In  the  3d  of 
Henry  IV.  the  prior  held  the  manor  of  Sydeflem 
Wyks  of  the  earl  of  Arundel. 

In  the  2gth  of  Henry  VIII.  the  prior  conveyed  it 
by  fine  to  the  king,  and  the  king  to  the  duke  of 
Norfolk. 


K 
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C OXFORD  Priory.  This  was  granted  May  g. 
anno  29th  of  Henry  VIll.  to  Thomas  duke  of  Nor- 
folk. 


The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  and  has  a 
nave,  and  a fouth  ifle,  covered  with  lead,  (the  north 
ille  is  down)  with  a round  lleeple,  and  one  bell. 

On  a mural  monument  of  (lone,  in  the  chancel, 
with  the  arms  of  Corbet or,  a raven  proper,  im- 
paling Thornton ; — argent,  a chevron  between  three 

holly  branches,  vert. In  viemoriam  Maria  Jpedlata 

probitaiis,  uxoris  nuper  Edwi.  Corbet,  reBoris  hujus  ec- 
clefia  jilia  Rogeri  Thornton,  equitis  aurati  de  Siiailwell, 
in  com.  Cantabr.  qua  umqiiam  pojl  Je  relinqucns  Jiholam 
Mariam  nomine,  Jandlp[fme  obiit  in  Jide  cultuq.  JeJu, 
Ao.  Dni.  1630,  Aug.  27. 


Jane  Peyton,  daughter  of  fir  Edward  Peyton,  of  Ifle- 
ham  in  Cambridgefdre,  Knt.  and  Bart,  by  dame  Jane 
his  wife  liviug  virtuoufy,  and  dying  comfortably,^  was 
buriid  February  8,  A.  D.  1632.  Her  picture  is  on 
the  wall,  kneeling,  and  an  angel  handing  at  each 

fide. 


The  earl  of  Orford  is  patron  of  this  rehory,  and 
the  Rev.  Charles  Bagg,  D.  D.  miniftej  of  St.  Mar- 
garet’s In  Lynn  Regis,  the  prclent  reaor,  prelcntcd 

to  the  living  in  1760. 


TATTERFORD,  fo  called  from  the  river  Tat. 
Humphrey  dc  Bohun  had  a grant  of  .it  at  the  coii- 

quell.  t 

Humphrey  de  Bohun  was  a kinlinan  to  William 
duke  of  Normandy,  and  attended  him  on  the  con- 
qucll  of  this  rcahn,  and  is  called  Humphrey  with 
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the  Beard,  moft  of  the  Normans  then  fliaving  their 
faces.  It  does  not  appear  that  he  was  poireffed  of 
any  other  lordfliip  in  Norfolk,  at  the  general  furvey, 
than  this  of  Tatterford ; and  was  ancefloi  to  the 
Bohuns,  earls  of  Hereford  and  Effex.  It  is  proba- 
ble  this  lordfhip  remained  not  long  in  this  family. 

In  the  gth  of  king  John  Henry  de  Hauvile  was 
lord,  who  granted  to  Pagan  de  Tatterford  his  right 
of  prefentation  to  this  church,  with  a Jalvo  jure. 

Afterwards  it  was  in  fir  Robert  Knolles,  who  had 
free  warren  here  in  the  sd  of  Richard  II.  His  right 
herein  came  from  fir  James  Hauvile  and  fir  Robert 
Tyffour,  and  was  fettled  by  him  on  his  college,  or 
hofpitalj  of  Pontefrad  in  Yorkfliire,  with  the  advow- 
fon. 

On  the  diffolution  of  this  hofpital,  it  'was  granted 
May  ij,  in  the  3d  of  Edward  VI.  to  fr  William 
Fermor  and  fir  Richard  Fulmerflon.  Thomas  Fer- 
mor,  efq.  of  Eaft-Bafliam,  fold  it  to  Thomas  Grave, 
elq.  of  Lynn,  whofe  daughter  and  heir  brought  by 
marriage  to  Henry'  Vilet,  efq.  tliis  lordlhip,  with  that 
of  Tatterfet. 

The  prior  of  Coxford  had  lands  here,  farmed  by 
Henry  Fermor,  efq.  in  the  yth  of  Henry  VIII. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Margaret,  and  i& 
a reftory. 

TATTERSET,  fo  called  as  being  feated  on  a ri- 
vulet, or  ftream,  called  anciently  the  Tat.  In  an- 
cient and  modern  writings  it  is  frequently  wrote  Tat- 
terfet, alias  Gatefend. 


K 2 


Remerus 
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Remerus  held  it  under  the  earl  Warren,  the  capi’ 
tal  lord  at  the  furvey. 

Remerus  feems  to  be  the  anceflor  of  the  family 
of  De  Pinkenye,  lords  of  this  town. 

Pinkeny’s  Manor.  William  de  Pinkeni  by  deed, 
Ja?is  date,  confirmed  to  Ralph  the  prieft,  his  kinf- 
man,  and  to  his  brother  John,  the  lands  here. — 
Ralph  was  once  in  the  year  to  attend  on,  and  ride 
out  with  William,  at  his  charge,  8cc. 

James  de  Pynkeney  was  lord  in  the  gth  and  J5th 
of  Edward  III.  About  this  time  feveral  of  this  fa- 
niily  had  an  intereft  here. 

After  this  it  was  polTeired,  in  part,  by  fir  Robert 
Knolies,  who  fettled  it  on  his  college  or  hofpital  of 
Pontefraft,  as  in  Sculthorpe : and,  on  the  dilTolution 
of  that  houfe,  was  granted  May  17,  in  the  3d  of 
Edward  VI.  tO'  fir  William  Fermor  and  fir  Richard 
Fulmerflon.  Thomas  Fermor,  in  the  16th  of  Eli- 
zabeth, had  licence  to  convey  them  to  Thomas 
Grave,  Gent. 

Catherine,  daughter  and  heir  of  Thomas  Grave, 
merchant,  and  mayor  of  Lynn  in  1567,  1574. 
11)84,  brought  it  by  marriage  to  Henry  Vilet,  of 
King's  Lynn,  merchant,  and  mayor  in  1590  and 

1599- 

Flenry,  by  Catherine  his  wife,  was  father  of  Grave 
Vilet,  of  Pinkeny  hall,  efq.  who  by  Jane,  daughter 
of  VVilliam  Butts,  of  Shouldham-Thorpe,  efq.  and 

Jane  his  wife,  daughter  of  Cocket,  of  Biunl- 

iliorpe,  had  Thomas  Vilet,  his  fon  and  heir.  Grave 
Vilet,  fon  of  Thomas,  married  Frances,  daughter 

of  Tohn  Brown,  of  Brillcy,  Gent. 

■ George 
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George  Vikt,  cfq.  was  the  lafl  heir  male  of  this 
family,  and  left,  by  Frances,  fcveral  daughters  and 
coheirs ; Diana,  married  to  fir  Robert  Drury,  hart, 
who  died  without  iffue ; Ann,  manned  to  Charles 
Wright,  efej.  of  Kilverllone;  and  Frances,  to  John 
Harris,  efq.  of  Burnham.  The  lady  Diana  Drury 
died  pofklTed  of  this  town,  and  then  it  came  to  the 
'Whights  of  Kilverllone,  and  Charles  Wright  is  the 
prefent  lord. 

The  prior  of  Coxford  had  a manor  here,  which 
was  granted,  xMay  o,  by  king  Henry  VIII.  in  his 
‘zgth  year,  to  Thomas  duke  of  Norfolk. 

Seng  HAM,  was  an  hamlet  belonging  to  Tatterfet. 
In  this  town  were  two  churches,  St,  Andrew’s  and 
All  Saints. 

The  church  of  All  Saints  was-  a redory,  in  the 
patronage  of  the  priory  of  Callle-acre,  in  the  reign 
pf  king  Edward  I.  as  was  alfo  St.  Andrews’s  church. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  John  Wright,  jun.  was  prefented 
to  the  united  refiories  of  Tatterfet  St.  Andrew,  with 
All  Saints,  alias  Gatefend,  and  Tatterford,  by  Tho- 
mas Wright,  cfq.  in  1767. 

In  the  church  of  Tatterfet  are  grave-ftones : In 
memory  of  John  Walpole,  efq.  loho  died  Dec.  1 1,  1654. 
— Edw.  Pepys,  fq.  who  died  Qqd  Dec.  1663,  aged  ^6. 
— Alim  Pepys,  daughter  of  Edward,  who  died  Sept.  8, 

TESTERTON,  was  the  lordQiip  of  Peter  dc 
Valoins  at  the  furvey,  out  of  w'hich  Toka,  a free- 
man, was  expelled  at  the  tonqueft. 


It 
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It  is  called  in  Doomfday-book,  Ercretuna,  being 
feated  by  a running  water,  or  river,  that  comes  Irom 
Fakenham. 

The  family  of  De  Snaring,  lords  of  Snoring- 
Farva,  enjoyed  it  under  the  family  of  DeValoins. 

In  th.e  12th  of  Henry  VI.  July  10,  Thomas 
Champney,  clerk,  was  lord. 

Roger  Rawlyn  was  lord  in  1395,  and  prefented 
to  the  church. 

Agnes,  the  daughter  of  William  Rokewode,  efq. 
of  Warham.  jun.  fettled  this  lordfliip  on  her  huf- 
band,  iir  Nicholas  Appleyard,  of  Bracon-alh  in  Nor- 
folk, who  died  lord  in  1511. 

John  Appleyard,  elcj.  was  lord  in  the  2d  of  Ed- 
ward VI.  He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Ro- 
bert Hogan,  cfq.  of  Eafl  Bradenhani,  was  high  fhe- 
riff  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  in  1338,  and  bore  for 
his  arms,  azure,  a chevron  or,  between  three  ow- 
lets, argent.  This  John  fold  to  Thomas  Townfhend, 
ef(|.’  this  lordfliip  ; and  in  1 372  John  Stanley,  Gent, 
is  laid  to  hold  it  in  right  of  his  wife,  (probably  re- 
lid  of  this  John)  the  reverfion  being  in  Thomas 
Townfliend,'  then  a minor,  fon  of  Thomas  Town- 
fhend,  who  purchafed  it  of  Appleyard,  and  was  a 
younger  fon  of  fir  Roger  Townfliend,  knt.  of  Rain- 
ham,  by  Ann*  his  wife,  daughter  and  coheii  of  fii 
Thomas  Rrewfe;  which  Thomas  Townfliend,'  efq. 
married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  Cal)  but,  of 
Caflle-acre,  efq.  and  left  Thomas,  his  fon  and  heir, 
who  by  Elizabeth  his  wife,  daughter  of  Richaid  Cat- 
lyn,  of  Hoiiingliam,  ferjeant  at  law,  had  Thomas 

d owiifliend,  efq.  and  by  Elizabeth  his  wife,  daugh- 
ter 
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ter  of  Ricbavd  Timperly,  of  Ilintlcflmm  in  Suffolk, 
efq.  left  Dorothy,  his  daughter  and  heir,  who  brought  ^ 
this  manor  by  marriage  to  Thomas  Bedingfcld,  elcp 
whofe  fon  and  heir,  Anthony,  married  Ann,  daugh- 

tei-  of  , who  was  his  widow  in  _i62i.  Thomas 

Bedingfeld,  efq.  his  fon,  died  in  , and  left  An- 
thony Bedingfcld,  efq.  lord  of  this  town,  and  of 
Holm-Hale,  and  dying  in  1707,  Francis,  his  fou  ’ 
and  heir,  fold  it  to  John  Curtis,  efc[.  of  Wells. 

Mr.  Benoni  Mallet,  of  Dunton,  i§  the  prefenfc 
lord,  1757, 

The  church  of  Tefteiton  is  dedicated  to  St.  Rc- 
migius,  and  is  a reftory. 

' The  Rev.  Mr.  Anthony  Carr  was  prefented  to  this 
re£lory  in  1 749’  h4cffrs.  William  Lake,  Thomas 
Waterhoufe,  and  John  Curtis. 

TOFTREES,  or  TOFTES.  Part  of  this  town 
was  a beruite  to  the  earl  Wanen  s manor  of  Scul- 
tlioipe.  , 

It  is  called  in  Doomfday-book,  Tofsas  and  Toftes, 
and  fcems  to  take  its  name  from  toft,  a dwelling,  and 
Jas  or  C5,  by  the  water:  fbme  conceive  it  to  take  its 
name  from  Rys,  (being  called  afterwards  Toftrys) 
from  a family  that  lived  here  in  the  reign  of  Ri^ 
chard  II. 

The  noble  family  of  De  Playz  were,  foon  after  the 
concjiieft,  enfeoffed  of  many  lordlhifis  by  the  earl 
Warren. 

Sir  Hugh  de  Playz  was  lord  in  the  reign  of  king 
John,  and  one  of  the  rebellious  barons  againfl  him. 

Richard 
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Richard  de  Playz,  in  the  53d  of  Henry  HI.  as 
one  of  the  nephews  and  heirs  to  the  lord  Richard^ 
Montfitchet,  paid  his  relief  for  the  third  part  of 
Montfitchet’s  lands,  and  was  lord  of  this  manor  in 
the  40th  of  Henry  III. 


Sir  Richard  de  Playz,  had  a furamons  to  parlia- 
ment in  the  nth,  8cc.  of  Edward  II.  and  paid  td 
the  hundred  court  of  Brothercrofs. 

» 

' Richard,  his  heir,  by  his  wife  Margaret,  daughter 
of  fir  Walter  de  Norwich,  left  John,  his  fon  and 
heir,  aged  eighteen  years,  who  married  Joan,  daugh- 
ter of  fir  Miles  Stapleton,  of  Ingham  in  Norfolk, 
and  by  her  had  a daughter  and  heir,  Margaret,  mar- 
ried to  lir  John  Howard,  anceflor  of  the  dukes  of 
Norfolk. 

Sir  John  Howard,  by  Margaret,  daughter  and  heir 
of  fir  John  Plaiz,  had  a fon,  fir  John  Howard, 
who  died  in  1410,  and  by  Joan  his  wife,  daughter 
of  fir  Richard  Walton,  left  Elizabeth,  his  daughter 
and  heir,  who  married  John  Vere,  cfq.  earl  of  Ox- 
ford, beheaded  in  the  firfl  year  of  king  Edw.  IV. 
whofe  grandfori  John,  earl  of  Oxford,  dying  with- 
out iffue,  this  lordfliip  came  to  his  three  fillers  and 
coheirs ; Elizabeth,  married  to  fir  Ant.  Wingfield ; 
Dorothy,  to  John  Nevill,  lord  Latimer ; and  Urfula 
to  fir  Edward  Knightley;  and  Urlula  dying  wicliouc 
iffue,  one  moiety  of  the  manor  was  veiled  in  the 
lord  Latimer,  and  the  other  in  Wingfield. 

Hempton  Priory  Manor.  Henry,  fon  ol  Roger 
de  Warham,  releafed  by  fine  to  Richard,  prior  of 
Hempton,  his  right  in  a meffuage  here. 


In 
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In  the  20th  of  Henry  VII.  this  lorddiip  was 
charged  with  an  annuity  of  20s.  per  ann.  payable  to 
Henry  h'ermor,  efq.  of  Eafl;  BaOiam,  for  life;  and 
on  the  gth  of  September,  in  the  37th  of  Henry  VIII. 
granted  to  fir  William  Fermor,  and  the  lady  Cathe- 
rine his  wife,  and  after,  came  with  the  patronage  of 
the  vicarage  and  the  reftory,  from  the  duke  of  Nor- 
folk, to  Rothwell,  Clifton,  and  the  lord  Townfliend. 

The  manor  of  Hauvile’s,  in  Rainham,  extended 
into  this  town ; and  Thomas  de  Hauvile  held  it  in 
the  36th  of  Edward  I.  Henry  Scogan  held  it  in  the 
gth  of  Henry  IV.  fbon  after  it  came  to  the  Town- 
fliends  ; and  in  th(^2  7th  of  Henry  VIII.  was  polfelTed 
by  fir  Roger  Townfhend,  as  may  be  feen  in  Rain- 
ham,^ and  fo  was  joined  to  the  capital  manor;  the 
whole  town  being  now  in  the  lord  Townfliend. 

The  Cliftons  of  tbis  town  were  a family  of  good 
account. 

• V 

In.  the  43^  of  Elizabeth,  one  Evans  took  the  fon 
of  one  Clifton,  a gentleman  of  Norfolk,  who  w’as 
taught  to  fing  for  his  recreation,  by  virtue  of  a com- 
million  to  take  children  for  the  king’s  fervice  in  liis 
chapel,  but  he  being-  a gentleman’s  fon,  Et'ans,  for 
that  offence,  was  grievoufly  punifhedt 

The  church  of  Toftes  is  dedicated  to  All  Saints, 
and  was  a refforv. 

* 

Peter,  lord  \aloins,  founder  of  Binham  priory 
confirmed  to  it,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  L two  nans 
of  the  tithes  of  this  lordfhip. 

Robert,  prior  of  Lewes,  and  the  convent,  grant- 
ed the  appropriated  reflory,  and  portion  afomlaid, 

with 
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with  the  patronage  of  the  vicarage,  to  the  king,  by 
•fine,  anno  sgth  of  Henry  VIII.  and  the  king,  on 
December  522,  in  the  faid  year,  granted  them  to  Tho- 
mas duke  of  Norfolk. 

In  the  chancel,'  againfl  the  north  wall,  is  a mar- 
ble compartment,  on  the  fummit  of  which  is  the 
arms  of  Clifton ; cheque,  or,  and  gules,  a bend  over 
all,  ermine,  and  in  an  oval,  below  it  a globe,  with 
an  arm  over  it,  iffuing  out  of  the  clouds,  holding  a 
lilly,  and  this  motto,  Mihi  minus  in  lubricum ; in  the 
eenter,  on  a black  marble ; 

Sijle  vivens,  quia  moriturus  es,  et  mcditar-c  mortuos — 

Fueri  HEJVRICUS  CLIFTOJV',  Armiger,  et  uxor 
Maria,  jilia  Thoma  Crofts,  de  Fdmirigham,  Armig.  qui 
quondam  trinj  unius  Dej  et  fde  et  timore  freii  vixere ; ^ 
dune  velle  Juo  et  pace  manumijft,  recejfere.  llle,  A.  D. 
1620,  JEtat.  57,  Ilia  A.D.  1603,  36.  Quorum 

jam  nomina  memorice  et  piee  et  humancs  et  ojficioja;,  non 
ingrate  debita,  ne  cito  nimis  evaderent,  aut  Tu  illorum 
nejeius  abires,  hoc  nullo  quaji,  (Jed  quali  potuit)  mnemo- 
Jyno  curavit  films. 

Qiiod  tantum  potui  pofitis  pro  nomine,  fignis 
Filius  (anus  enim  bina  de  prole  relidus 
Hue  ujq;  exijio)  lacrymas  ctfunera  Jolvo. 

Sic  ego  laffatam  (non  duro  tramite)  vitam 
Deponam  placide,  fic  me  vixiffe  bonorum 
Confenjus  memorct,  jiam  non  bene  vivere,  non  eft. 

Sic  tandem  .Etherium  moriturus  adirc  parentein 
(His  ego  privatus)  mediter  dim  jlcbiis  ultra 
Circumjlet  proles,  qua  nojlnim  nomen  et  omen, 
JSiimine  propitij  corfija  et  nomine  Chrifh, 
Fromoveat,  placidas,  fic,  ficjuvat  ire  jub  umbras. 
Tlyy.^  Gcci'nv  cc'ury^^on  oi?X 
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The  foregoing  is  a fine  compofition ; the  verfes 
are  eafy  and  claflical,  and  the 

“ J^on  hem  vivere,  non 

a fcntiment  truly  noble : A flrain  of  filial  afFe«flion 
and  piety  runs  through  the  whole,  and  flrongly  re- 
commcnds  and  marks  the  chara£ler  of  the  yOung 
gentleman,  who  wrote  the  above,  to  the  notice  of  all 
pofterlty.  Had  Mr.  Clifton  kept  twenty  packs  of 
fox-hounds,  and  built  twenty  noble  houfes,  his  me- 
mory had  never  been  half  fo  honoured,  as  by  the 
above  grateful  and  elegant  eulogium  to  his  deceafed 
parents. 

The  deanry  of  Toftrees  comprehends  twelve  pa- 
rifhes,  one  of  which,  Colkirk,  is  in  Lannditch  hun- 
dred. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  William  Fifher  was  prefentcd  to  the 
vicarage  by  the  prefent  lord  vifcount  Townfhend  in 
1766. 


* **  Not  to  live  well  is  not  to  live  at  all.” 
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